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IN - 
Paradiſum Amiſſam 
Summi Poetæ 
Jorannis MIL TONI. 


Di leg is Amiſſam Paradiſum, grandia magni 
Carmina Miltoni, quid niſi cuncta leg is ? 
Res cunctat, & cunctarum primordia rerum, 
Et fata, & ſines continet iſte liber. 
Intima panduntar mag ni penetralia mundi, 
Seribitur & toto quicquid in Orbe later. 
Terræque, tractuſque maris, cœlumque profundum 
Salphureumque Erebi, flammivomnmque ſpecus. 
Queque colunt terras, Portumque & Tartara caca, 
ueque colunt ſummi lucida regna Poli. 
Et quodcunque ullis concluſum ei finibus uſquam, 
Et ſine fine Chaas, & fine fine Deus: 
Et ſine fine mag is, ſi quid magis e ſt ſme ſine, 
In Chriſto er ga homines conciliat us amor. 
Mac qui ſperaret quis crederet eſſe futurum ? 
Et tamen bec hodie terra Br itanna legit. 


O quantos in bella Duces ! que protulit arma 


Que canit, & quanta prelia dira tub. 
Celeſtes acies ! atque in certamine Calum ? 


Et qua Cœleſtes pugna deceret agros ? 


_ Quantus in atheriis tollit ſe Lucifer arms ! 
Atque ipſo graditur vix Michaele minor ! 
"<5 Luantis, & quam funeſtis concurritur iris 
* 
I 


Dum ferus hic ſtellas protegit, ille rapit : 


: Fo . 
Dum vulſos Montes cen Tela reciproca torquent, 


Et non mortali deſuper igne plunnt : 
A 2 Stat 


Stat dubius cui ſe parti concedat Olympus, 
Et metuit pupne non ſupereſſe ſue. . 
At ſimal in cœlis Meſſie inſignia fulgent, 
Et currus animes, armaque digna Deo, 
Horrendumque rote ſtrident, & ſœ va rotarum 
Erumpunt torvis fulg ura luminibus, * 
Et flammæ vibrant, & vera tonitrua rauco 
Adniſtis flammis inſonuere Polo : 
Exxidit uttonitis mens omnis, & impetus omnis 
Bt caſſis dextris irrita Tela cadunt. | 
Ad pœnas fugiunt, & cen foret Orcus aſylim 
Infernis certant condere ſe tenebris. 
Cedite Romani Scriptores, cedite Graii 
Et quos fama recens vel celebravit anun. 0 
Het quicunque leger tantum cecineſſe putabit 
Mzonidem ranat, Virgilium culices. 


§. B. M. D. 
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ON 
Paradiſe Loſt 
ardaauc LOlt. 
L Hen Ibeheld the Poet blind, yet bold, 

In ſlender Book his yaſt Deſign unfold, 
 MeſſiabCrown'd,Gods Reconcil'd Decree, 
Rebelling Angels, the Forbidden Tree, 

Heay'n, Hell, Earth, Chaos, All; the Argument 

Held me a while miſdoubting his Intent, 

That he would ruine (for I ſaw him ftrong ) 

The ſacred Truths to Fable and old Song 

(So Sampſon groap'd the Temples Poſts in ſpight } 

The World o'rewhelming to revenge his 2 | 
Yet as I read, ſoon growing leſs — \ 

I lik'd bis Project, the ſucceſs did fear; 

Through that wide Field how he his way ſhould find 


O're which lame Faith leads Underſtanding bliad ; © 
Leſt he perplex'd the things he would explain, 


And what was ealie he ſhould render vain, 
Or if a Work ſo infinite he ſpann'd, 


Jealous I was that ſome leſs skilful hand 

(Such as diſquiet always what is well, 

And by il] imitating would excell) 

Might hence preſume the whole Creations day 

To change in Scenes, and ſhow it in a Play. 
Pardon me, Mighty Poet, nor deſpiſe 


My cauſeleſs, yet not impious, ſurmiſe. 


* 
f 


1 


But I am now convinc d, and none will dare 


Within thy Labours to pretend a ſhare. 


Thou haſt not miſs d one thought that could be fit, 
Ang all that was impropet doſt omit ; 
So 


So that no room is here for Writers leſt, 
But to detect their Ignorance or Theft. 
That Majeſty which through thy Work doth Reign 
Draws the Devout, deterring the Profane. 
And things divine thou treatſt of in ſuch ſtate 
As them preſerves, and thee, inviolate. 
At once delight and horrour on us ſeiſe, 
Thou ſingſt witch ſo much gravity and eaſe; 
And above humane flight doſt ſoar aloft 
With Plume ſo ſtrong, ſo equal, and fo ſoft, 
The Bird nam'd from that Paradiſe you ling 
So never flaggs, but always keeps on Wing. 
Where couldſt thou words ot ſuch a compaſ; find? 
Whence furniſh ſuch a vaſt expence of mind 2 
Juſt Heay'a thee like Tireſ#zs to requite 
Rewards with Propheſie thy loſs of ſight. i 
Well mightft thou ſcorn thy Readers to allure / 
With tinklissRhime, of thy own ſenſe ſecute; [ 
While the Town-Bayes writes all the while and ſpells, ! 
And lixe à Back-horſe tires without his Bells: 3 
Their Panties like our Buſhy- points appear, * 
The Poets rag them, we for faſhion wear. | 
I too tranſported by the Mode offend, 7 
And while I meant to Praiſe thee muſt Commend. N 


Thy verſe created like thy Theme ſublime, P. 
In Number, Weight, and Meaſure, needs rot Rhimę. I #/ 
It 
re 
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THE ey N 
| | | WAY 
H E Meaſure in Engliſh Heroic 
Verſe without Rime, as that of 
Homer in Greek, and of 
Virgil in Latin; Rime being 
— 10 neceſſary Adjund or true 
Ornament of Poem or good Verſe, in longer 
Works eſpecially, but the Invention of a bar- 
barous Age, to ſet off wretched matter and 
lame Meeter 5 grac't indeed ſince by the 
uſe of ſome famous modern Poets, carri- 
ed away by Cuſtom, but much to thir own 
vexation, hindrance , and conſtraint to ex- 
preſs many things otherwiſe, and for the moſt 
part worſe then elſe they would have expre 
them. Not without cauſe therefore ſome both 
Italian and Spaniſh Poets of prime note have 
rejected Rime both in longer and ſhorter Works, 
as have alſo long ſince our beſt Engliſh Trage- 
dies, 4s athing of it ſelf, to all judicious ears, 
triveal and of no true muſical delight; which 


conſiſts onely in apt Numbers , fit quantity of 
* and the ſenſe variouſly drawn cut 


Þ fromone Perſe into another, not im the jmling 
and "of lie endings , a fant avoyded by 


the learned Ancients both in Poetry and all | 
good Oratory. I. his neglelt then of Rime ſo | 
little is to be taken for a defed, though it may - | 
ſeem ſe o per haps to vulgar Readers, that i tra- 
ther is to be efteem'd an example ſet, the firſt 
in Engliſh, of ancient liberty recover d to He- 
roic Poem from the troubleſom and modern 
bondage of Rimeing. | 
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| THE ARGUMENT. 


This firſt Book propoſes, firſt in brief, the whole 
Subject, Mans diſobedience, and the loſs there 
of Paradiſe wherein he was plac t: Then touc 
the prime Cauſe of his fall, the Serpent; or ratber 
| Satan in the Serpent; who revolting from God, and 
|| drawing to his ſide many Legions of Angels, was by 
*he command of God driven_out of Heaven with 
bis Crew into the great Deep. Which action 
paſt over, the Poem haſt into the midſt of things, 
preſenting Satan with bu Angels now fallen into 
Hell, deſcribd here, not in . - Center ( for Hea- 
ven and Earth may be ſuppos d as yet not made, 
certainly not yet accurſt) but in a place of utter 
darkneſs, fitlieſt call d Chaos : Here Satan wih bi 
* 5 lying on the burning Late, thunder-ſtruck, 
and aſtoniſht., after a certain ſpace recovers 5 as 
from chrfuſion, calls up him who next i Order 
1 and Dignity lay by him; they, confer 
ol. - Jet able fall. Satan 9 all bis Legion, 


"ov 


—_— * 11 tbo 


- Paradiſe Loſt. Book I. 
lay till then in the ſame manner confounded, They 
Fiſe, thir Numbers; 'grray of Battel, thir chief 

Leader, way according to the Idols known A. 

 herwards in Canaan and the Countries adjoyning, 
To theſe Satan directs his Speech, comforts them with 

* hope yet of regaining Heaven, but tells them Uafty 

"of 4 new World and new kind of Creature to 
created, according to an ancient Propheſie or report 

in Heaven; for that Angels were long before 
this viſible Creation, was the opinion of many 

ancient Fathers. To find out the truth of this 
Pro heſie, and what to determin thereon he refers 
to à full Councel. What his Aſſociates thence at- 
tenpt. Pandemonium the Palace of Satan riſes, 

| ſuddenly built out of the Deep : The infernal Peers 
there ſit in Councel. | 


F Mans Firſt Difobedience , and 
5 the Fruit 
Of that Forbidden Tree, whoſe 
„9 mortal taſt 
7 A Brought Death into the World,, 
— and all our woe, 
with loſs of Eden, till one! 
| greater Man = 
Reſtore us, and regain the bliſsful Seat, 
Sing Heav'nly Muſe, that on the fecret top 
. Of Oreb, or of Sinai, didſt inſpire 
That Shepherd, who firſt taught the choſen Seed; 
} In the Beginning how the Heav'ns and Earth 
Roſe out of Chaos: Or if Sion Hill 
Delight rhee more, and Siloas Brook that flow'd 
Faſt by the Oracle of God; I thence 
Iryoke thy aid to my adventrous Song, 


9 


Pp, 


That 


=> 


Woke 3 ws 


That with no wj 
Aboveth' Affi ble gu k 
Thi MunaLtempte 50 fo Book Rhine, | 
And iefly Thau ei nr ol prefer 
Before all Templer th upright beat. and eue, IS 
Inſtruct me, 0 Thou knaw z.' Thou from de bcd 
Waſt reſent, and with mighty wings outſpreagL -. | 
Dove Hike ſatlt brooding on the vaſt Abyſs | 1, - 
And mad ' ic pregnant: What in me is dark, 


Illumin, what is low raiſe and ſuppoxt; i 7 N N 


That to the higbth of this great Argument 
I may aſſert Eternal Providence, 912047 
And juſtifie the wayes of God to men. 

* firſt, for Heav'n hides nothing from thy view 
Nox the deep Tract of Hell, lay firſt what cauſe 
Moy'd our Grand Parents in that happy State, 
Favour'd of Heav'n ſo highly, to fall E 
From thir Creator, and tranſgreſs his U 
For one reſtraint, Lords of the World 2450 
Who firſt ſeduc d them to that foul revolt ? 

Th' infernal Serpent; he it was; whoſe guile 
Stird up with. Envy and Revenge, deceiv'd, 

The Mother of Mankind, what time his Pride 
Had caſt him out from Heav'n, with all bis Hoſt 
Of Rebel Angels, by whoſe aid aſpiring 

To ſet himſelf in Glory above his Peers, 

He truſted to have equal d the moſt High, 

If he oppos d; and with ambitious aim 

Againſt the Throne and Monarchy of God 

Rais d impious War in Hea n and Battel proud 
With vain attempt. Him the Almigbty end. 
Hurld headlong flaming from th Ethereal Sie 
With hideous xuine and combuſtion down 

To bottomleſs perdirion, there to dwell. .-. ; BE 
D'S: 1 22 
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One next himſelf in power, and next in crime, 
Long after known in Paleſtine, and nam d 
Beclzebub. To whom th Arch-Enemy, 


— << a .. — ho Een Zn. woo 
#4 


In Adamantine Chains and penal Fire, 

Who durſt defie th Omnipotent to Arms. 

Nine times the Space that mezfures Day and Night 
To mortal men, he with his horrid crew 
Lay vanquiſht, rowling in the fiery Gulfe 
Confounded though immortal: But his doom 
Reſerv d him to more wrath ; for now the thought 
Both of loſt- happineſs and laſting pain 
Torments him; round he throws his baleful eyes 
That witneſs d huge afflict ion and diſmay 

Mixt with obdurate pride and ſtedfaſt hate: 

At once as far as Angels kenn he views 

The diſmal Situation waſte and wilde, 

A Dungeon horrible, on all ſides round 

As one great Furnace flam d, yet from thoſe flames 
No light, but rather darkneſs viſible 

Serv d onely to diſcover lights of woe, 

Regions of ſorrow, doleful ſhades, where peace 
And reſt can never dwell, hope never comes 

That comes to all; but torture without end 

Still urges, and a fiexy Deluge, fed 

With ever-burning Sulphur unconſum d: 

Such place Eternal Juſtice had prepar d 

For thoſe rebellious, here their Priſon ordain'd 

In utter darkneſs, and thir porcion ſer 

As far remov'd from God and light of Heav'n 

As from the Center thrice to th utmoſt Pole. 

O how unlike the place from whence they fell! 
There the companions of his fall, o'rewhelm'd 

Floods and Whirlwinds of tempeſtuous fire, 

He ſoon diſcerns, and weltring by his ſide 


And 
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And thence in Heaven call'd Satan, with bold words 

Breaking the horrid ſilence thus began. TA 
If thou beeſt he; But O how fall'n! how chang'd 

From him, who in the happy Realms of Light, _ 

Cloth'd with tranſcendent brightneſs didſt owt-ſhive 

Myriads though bright: If he whom mutual league, 

United thoughts and counſels, equal hope 3 

And hazard in the Glorious Enterprize, 

Joynd with me once, now miſery hath joynd 

In equal ruin: into what Pit thou ſeelk We” 

From what highth fall'n, ſo much the ſtronger prov'd 

He with his Thunder: and till then who knew: : : . .. 

The force of thoſe dire Arms? yet not for thoſe, 

Nor what the Potent Victor in his rage dr 

Can elſe inflict, do I repent or change, bad 

Though chang d in outward luſtre; that fixt mind 

And high diſdain, from ſence of injur d merit, 

That with the mightieſt rais d me to contend, 

And to the fierce contention brought along 

Innumerable force of Spirits arm d 

That durſt diſlike his reign, and me preferring, 

His utmoſt power with adverſe power oppos'd 

In dubious Battel on the Plains of Heav'n, 

And thook his throne. What though the field be loſt ? 

All is not loſt; the unconquerable Will, | 

And ſtudy of revenge, immortal hate, 

And courage never to ſubmit or yield: 

And what is elſe not to be overcome? 

That Glory never ſhall his wrath or mighr 

Extort from me. To bow and ſue for grace 

With ſuppliant knee, and deifie his power, 

Who from the terrour of this Arm ſo late 

Doubted his Empire, that were low indeed, 

Taat were an ignominy and ſhame beneath 

| ,B3 This 
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This downfall ; 7 Fare the ſtrength of Odds 
And this r nee vahhbt fall, 
Since ih 5 — this great event 
In Ar#&hdr Wof N; in fureſigiit much advanc't, 
Weng i ede aged hope reſolve 

Tb Wage by fbrte ur ile eternal Warr 
Irreconcilèable, th dur pratid.Foe, 


Who now triumphs, And in th excel; of joy 
Sole reigtting holds the Tyranny of Heav'n. 


So ſpake th' Apoftste Angel, rhoagh in pain, 
ane ut ruckt with: deep delpare: 


And high Thus anſwer id fobh bis bold Compeer. 
ce, OCH df many Throned Powers, 
That led th it batreſid Seraphin to Watr | 
nder thy co_ and in dreadful deeds 
"arlefs; end #50 A Heav'ns perpetual King, 
And put to — — Supremacy, «dll 
Whether uphe ngth, or S or kae, 1 
Too well Th Ria and Cee: dire event; = 
That with ſad overttfrow And fbul deſear NY | 
Hath Joſt us Heav'n, and all this mighty Holt | L | 
In hortible deſtructioß laid thus low,” #1 | 
As far as Gods and'Heay oy Eſſencess 
Can periſh: for the mind and ſpirit remains 
Invincible, and vigour foon returns, 1; | 
Though all our Glory extin@, and happy ſtate 
Here ſwallow d up in endleſs iniſery. 1 bo 
But what if he our Conquerour, ( whom Ino , | 
Of force believe Almighty, ſince no leſs | 
Then ſuch could av rep rd ſuch force as ours) . | 
Have left us this our ſpirit and ſtrength intire 
Strongly to fuffer and ſupport our pains, - | 
That we may ſo fuffice his vengefül ire, 
Or do him mightier ſervice as his thralls 
| | on , oe 
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Here in the heart of Hell to york in Fire, 
Or do his Exrands inthe gloomy mer © 
What can it then avail though yerwe'feel 
Strength undiminiſhr, or pr. 10t being | 
To undergo eternal puniſhment ? | ate 
Whereto with ſpeedy words th'Arch-fiend reply d. 
Fall n Cherube, to be weak is miſerabſe 

Doing or Suffering : bur of this be ſure, .. 
To do ought good never will be pur task, top: = 
But ever . il our ſole delight, r. 
As being the contrary to his bigh will 
Whom we reſiſt. If then his Providence 
Out of our evil ſeek to bring forth good, 
Our labour muſt be to pervert that en 
And out of good {till to find means of evil ; 
Which oft times 1 Nerd. fo as 'erhaps 
Shall grieve him, if I fail not, and diſturb 
His inmoft counſels from thir deſtind aim. 
But ſee he angry Victor hath recall d 
His Miniiters of verigeance and purſuit 
Back to the Gates of Heav'n : the Sulphurous Hal 
Shot af:er us in ſtorm, oreblown hath laid 
The fiery Surge, that from the Precipice | 
Of Heavn receiv'd us falling, and the Thunder, 
Wing'd with red Li ighrning and impetuous rage, 
8 hath ſpent his ſhafts, and ceaſes now 
To bellow through the vaſt and boundleſs Deep. 
Let us not lip th L eklicn + whether ſcorn, NE 
Or ſatiate fury yield it from our Foe. 
Seeſt thou yon dreary Plain, forlorn and wilde, 
The ſear of defolatiun, voyd of light, ih 
Save what the glimmering of theſe livid flames 
Caſts pale and dreadful? Thither ler us rend 

| B 4 From 
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From off the toſſing of theſe fiery. wayes, + - 3 
There reſt, if any re t can harbour there, 1.4 
And reaſſembling our, Powers, 5 
Conſalt how we quy, th moſt offend 


Our Enemy, our own loſs. how repair, 
How overcome this dire Calamity, 
What reinforcement we may gain from Hope, 
If not what reſolution from deſpare. 

Thus Satan talking to his — 4 Mate 0 
With Head up- lift above the wave, and Eyes . 
That ſparkling blaz d, his other Parts belides „ 
Prone on the Hood, extended long and large 
Lay floating many a rood, in hulk as huge _ 
As whom the Fables name of monſtrous ſize, 
Titanian, or Earth. horn, that warr'd:on Foue, 
- Briareos or Typhon, bom the Den 
By ancient Ta a held, a that Sea-beaſt | 
Leviathan, which God of all his works 8 
Created h that ſwim th Ocean ſtream; 774 
Him haply umbring on the Norway foam 
The Pilot of ſome ſmall night- ſounder d Skiff, 
Het ming ſome Iſland, oft, as Sea · men tell, 

th fixed Anchor in his Skaly rind 
Moors by bis ſide under the Lee, while Night | 
Inveſts = Sea, — 15 g Morn delay es: 
So ſtreicht out huge ic Jen 


the Ek brad lay 
Chain'd on the burning Lake, nor ever thence 


=” 
- = 
* » ws * — 


Had xis 'n or heay d his head, but that the will 
And high permiſſion of all-ruling ! earner” 
Left him at large to his own dark deſigns 
2 wich reiterated, crimes he might | 
545 on himſelf dam ron, e he ſought 
How al 


17 7 ad eſu might ſee 
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Infinite 
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- Subliard with Mineral fury, aide be: 


5 — 
Infinite neſs, | 
On ne goodnc gr * —— 
Treble confuſion, wrath and vengeance Wo 
* uprigbt he rears from off the Pool 

His migh ty Stature; on each hand the flames 
Drivn backward ſlope thir pointing ſpires, and rowld 
In billows, leave i th midſt a horrid Vale. 
Then with ex —_— wings he tears his flight 
2. caſe _ — 2 * . 1 
That felt un on 

He lights, if it were Land that ever burud 
With ſolid, as the Lake with liquid fire; 

And ſuch appear d in hue, as 3 
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Of ſubterranean wind — a — = 
Torn from Pelomus, or the — 8 $314 13 *. 2 
Of thundring Ætena, whoſe combuſh 62 Lak 2 
And feweld entrals thence conceivi ii 2 


And leave a ſinged hottom all ir 
With ſtench and ſmoak: Such x 
Of unbleit feet. Him follo 
Both glorying 19; have ſcap't4 


As Gods, and b chir og rec 
Not by the ſufferance vf ſuns 
1s this the! 2 
Said then the gia rech. 
That we muſt ch T e lor 


For that celeſtial liz Ry 
Who now is Sovran car f 
What ſhall be right; 
Whom reaſon hath equ le 
Above his equals. Farey 
Where Joy for ever dwell ls 
Infernal world, and thou 2rofol 
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Receive thy new poſſeſſor : One who brings B 
A mind not to be chang d by Place or Time. H 
The mind is its on place, and in it ſelf ＋. 
Can make a Hedy'n of Hell, a Hell of Hearn, |, 
What matter where, if I be ſtill the fame, | 0 
And what I fhould be, all but leſs then he WT +! 


Whom Thunder hath mide greater > Here at leaſt 
We ſhall be free; tir Almighey hath not built 
Here for his envy, „Alf not rive us hence: 
Here we may xcign ſecure, and in my choyce 
To reign is worth ambition in Hell: 
Better to reign in Hell, theti ſet ve in Heav n. 
But wherefore let wethenour faithful friends, 
Th' aſſociates and copartners of our loſs 
Lye thus aſtoniſhit on tür oblivious Pool, 
And call them five to hure with us their part 
Inthis unhappy Manſion, or onee more 
With rallied Artis to try what be yet 
Regaind in Heay'n, or what more loſt in Hell? 

© 80 Satan ſpake, and him Perlrebab 
Thus anſwer d. Leader of hoſe Armies bright, 
Which but th Ogmipotent none couſe d have foyld, 
If onze they hear that 2 it Ha 


Of battel when it rag k. 


Nev courage and 'tevive, Wore bow they 1e f 


Groveling and profitate on yon Lake of Fire, 
. and ama d, 8 

dip wonder, u fuck d pernicious hight h. 

ſcarcs had tens t whenthe ſaperiour Fiend 
Was hobing toward the ſhoar ; his ponderous ſhield 


Ech.real temper, maliy, large and round, i 
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[Book I. Patxadiſe Loſt, 11 
Behind him caſt; the Broad eireumſetenee 
Hung on his ſhoulders like cheMotn,” whoſt Orb 
Through Optic'Glaſs the Tiſear Artiſt views 
At Ev ning from the top of Feſole, ' 

Or in Valdarno, to deſtry new Lands; 

Rivers or Mountains in her ſpotty Globe. 

His Spear, to equil which the talfeſt Pine 

Hewn on Norwe#74r hills, to be the Maſt 

Of ſome great Ammiral, were but a wand, | 

He walkt with te ſupport untealic epd 

Over the burning Marle, not like thoſe ſteps 

Dh Heavens Azure, und the torxid Clime 

Smote on him ſore beſides, vaulted wich Fire; 

Nathlef& he ſo endür d, till on the Beach 

Of that inflamed Sea, he ſtood and card 

His Legions, Angel Forms, who lay intranst 

Thick as Atituttinat Leaves that ſkrow the Brooks 

In Vallombroſa, wliere th Erruriai: Mades 

High overarch't imbewr; or ſcatterd ſedge 

Afloat, when with Berce Winds Orion arm d p 

Hath vent the n waves orethrew 

Buſiris and his A#eyphian CRY, 

. — perfididus hatred Parked 

The So journers df Gofhtn,” who beheld - 

From the ſafe ſhort thir floating Carkaſes 

And broken Chariox Wheels, ſo thick beſtrown 

Abject and loſt lay theſe, covering the Flood, 
Under amazement of thir hideous change. 

He call d ſo loud, that all the hollow Deep 

Of Hell reſounded. Princes, Potentates, 

Warriers, the Flowt of Heay'n, once yours, ndw loſt, 

If ſuch aſtoniſhttient as this can fheze H 

Eternal ſpirits; or have ye chos 'n this place 

After the toyl of Battel to repoſe 


Your 


12 Paradiſe Loſt. Book. g 
Your wearied vertye, for the eaſe you find of 
To ſtumber here, as in the Vales of Heav'n? [ 
Or in this abje& poſture have ye ſworn 
To.adore the Conquerour ? who now beholds 
Cherube and Seraph rowling in the Flood 
With ſcatter'd Arms and „till anon 
His ſwift purſuers from Heav'n Gates diſcern 
Th' advantage, and deſcending tread us down 
Thus dropping, or. with linked Thunderbolts 
Transfix us to the bottom of this Gulſe. 
Awake, ariſe, or be for ever fall'n, 

They heard, and were abaſht, and up they ſpruny 
Upon the wing, as when men wont to watch ) 
On duty, fleeping found by whom they dread, 
Rouſe and beſtir themſelves ere well awake. 
Nor did they not perceave the evil plight | 
In which they were, or the fierce pains not feel; 
Yet to thir Generals Voyce they ſoon obeyd 
Innumerable. As when the potent Rod 
Of Amrams Son in ts evill day 
Wav'd round the Coaſt, up call'd a pitchy cloud 
Of Lockſis, warping on the Eaſtern Wind, 
That ore the Realm of impious Pharaoh hung 
Like Night, and darken'd all the Land of Vile: 
So numberleſs were thoſe bad Angels ſeen 
Hovering on wing under the Cope of Hell 
Twixt upper, nether, and ſurrounding Fires; 
Till, as a ſignal giv'n, th» uplifted Spear 
Of thir great Sultan waving to direct 
Thir courſe, in even ballance down they light 
On the firm brimſtone, and fill all the Plain; 
A multitude, like which the populous North 
Pour d never from her frozen loyns, to paſs 
Rhene or the Danaw, when her barbarous Sons 
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Ire Heads and Leaders thither haſt where ſtood 
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came like a Deluge on the South, and ſpread 
Beneath Gibralter to the Lybian ſands. 


f Mankind they corrupted to forſake 
God thir Creator, and th inviſible 

Jlory of him that made them, totransform 
Oft to the Image of a Brute, adorn d 


At thir great Emperors call, as next in worth 


| The chief were thoſe who from the Pit of Hell 6 


Forthwith from every Squadron and each Band 


Thir great Commander; Godlike ſhapes and forms 
Excelling human, Princely Dignities, 

And Powers that earſt in Heaven ſat on Thrones; 
Though of thir Names in heav'nly Records now 

Be no memorial blotted out and ras'd | 

By thir Rebellion, from the Books of Life. 

Nor had they yetamong the Sons of Eve 

Gotthem new Names, till wandring ore the Earth, 
Through Gods high ſufferance for the tryal of man, 
By falſities and lyes the greateſt part 


With gay Religions full of Pomp and Gold, 
And Devils to adore for Deities: + 

Then were they known to men by various Names, 
And various Idols through the Heathen World. 

Say, Muſe, thit Names then known, who firſt, who laſt, 
Rous d from the ſlumber, on that fiery Couch, 


Came ſingly where he ſtood on the bare ſtrand, 
While the promiſcuous croud ſtood yet aloof ? 


Roaming to ſeek thir prey on earth, durſt fix 
Thir Seats long aſter next the Seat of God, 
Thir Altars by his Altar, Gods ador d 
Among the Nations round, and durſt abide 
2 thundt ing out of Sion, thron'd 
etween the Cherubim; yea, often placd 


Within 
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1 9 „ — * 
Within bis Sanctuarꝶ it ſelf tbir Shrines, | 
W ; Ls with rye =. Wo 
His holy Rites, an- 1 0 n Feaſts proſan d, 
And with thic darkneſs Jarl Fre Ys lighe, »- © +» 
Firſt Moloch, horrid King beſmear d with blood 
Of human ſacrifice, and I ea 115 
Though for the noyſe of Drums and Limbrels loud 
Thir childrens cries unheand, that paſt through fire 
To his grim Idol. Him the Ammonite 4 
Worſhipt in Rabba and her watry Plain, _ x 
In Argob and in Baſan, to the ſtream 1 
Of utmoſt Arnon. Nor content with ſuch | 5 
Audacious neighbourhood, the wiſeſt heart f 
Of Solomon he led by fraud to build by” 
His Temple right againſt che Temple of God 10 
On that opprobrious Hill, and — his Grove ' 
The pleaſant Vally of Hinnom, Tophet thence ; 
And black Gebenna call d, the Type of Hell. 0 


Next Chewmos, th obſcene dread of Maabs Sons, 
From Aroar to Nebo, and the wild | 
Of Sourhmolt Abariv:; in Heſabon 1 
And Horonaim, Scons Realm, beyond ink 
The flowry Dale of Sihma clad with Vines, 

And Eleale to th Aſphaltick Pool. 

Peor his other Name, when he entic d 

Iſrael in Sittim on thir march from Nile 

Io do him wanton xites, which coſt them woe. 

Vet thence his luſtful Orgies he enlarg d 

Even to that Hill of ſcandal, by the Grove 

Of Moloch homicide, luſt hard by hate; 

Tiu good oſiah drove them thence to Hell. 
Witl> theſe came they, ho from the bordring Hood 
Of old Eu; hrates to the Brook that parts 

Er- idom-Syign grating, re Mags . 
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Of Baalim and Afhravach, thoſe male, 
Theſe Feminine. For Spirits when they pleaſe 
Can either Sex aſſume, or both; ſo ſoſt 

And uncompounded is chir Effence 3 

Not ti'd or manacl d with torts; Far 

Nor founded on rhe britcle ſtrength of bones, 
Like cumbrous fleſn; bar in what ſhape they chooſe 
Dilated or condens t, bright or obſcure, | 
Can execute thir aerie purpoſes, 
And works of love or enmity fulfill. 

For thoſe the Race of Iſyaul oft forſook ok 
Thir living ſtrength, add-unfrequented left 
His righteous Altar, bowing lowly down - +: 

To beſtial Gods; for which thir heads as lo 
Bow d down in Battel, ſunk before the Spear 

Of deſpicable foes. With theſe in troop 

Came Aſtoreth, whom the Phenicians call'd 

Aſtarte, Queen of Heav'n, with creſcent Horns; 

To whoſe bright Image'nightly by the Moon 
Sidoniam Virgins paid thir Vows and Songs, 

In Sion alſo not unſung, where ſtood 

Her Temple on th' offenſive Mountain, built 

By that uxorious King, whoſe heart though large; 
Beguil'd by fair Idolatreſſes, fell 

To Idols foul. Thammuz came next behind, 

Whoſe annual wound in Lebanon allur d 

The Syrian Damſels to lament his fate 

In amorous dittyes all a Summers day, 


J While ſmoorh Adonis from bis native Rock 


Ran purple to the Sea, ſuppos d with blood 

Of Thammuz yearly wounded : the Love- tale 

Infected Sions daughters with like heat, 

Whoſe wanton paſſions in the ſacred Porch 

Ezekiel ſaw, when by the Viſion lei 17 2 
| is 
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9 dark Idolatries 0 
Of alienared duda. Next came one . 
Who mouri d in earneſt, when the Captive Ark v 
Maim'd his brute Image, head and hands lopt off 4 
In his own Temple, on the grunſel edge, 4 
Where he fell flat, and ſham d his Worſhipers : 
Dagon his Name, Sea Monſter; upwatd Man 
as downward Fiſh: E had his Temple high 
Rear d in 4zors, dreaded through the Coaſt 
Of Paleſtine, in Gath and Aſcalon 
And Accaron and Gaza's frontier bounds. 
Him follow d Rimmon, haſe . delightful Seat 
Was fair Damaſcus; on the fertil Banks 
Of Abbana and Pharpbar, lucid ſtreams; 
He alſo againſt the bouſe of God was bold: 
A Leper once heloſt and gain'd a King, 
Abaz his ſottiſh Conquerour, whom he drew 
Gods — and. diſplace 
For one of Syrian mode, whereonto burn 
His odious offrings, and adore. the Gods =» 
Whom he had vaaquiſht. After theſe appear d 
Acrew who under Names of old Renown, 
Oſirg, Iſit, Or and their Train 
With monſtrous ſhapes and ſorceries abus d 
Fanatic Egypt and ber Prieſts, to ſeek 
Thir — Gods diſguis d in brutiſli forms 
Rather then human. Nor did Iſrael ſcape | 
Th' infection when thir borrow'd Gold compos d 
The Calf in Oreb: and the Rebel King 
Doubl'd that fin in Bethel and in Dan, 
Lik ning his Maker to the Grazed Ox, . 
2 who in one Night when he paſs d 
rom Egypt marching, equal d wich one ſtroke 
Both her firſt born and all her bleating Gods. 
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Fell der ram liven, or k AX 


to love. 
Vice for it felf To bim no Fe rid Temple N 
Or Altar fi oak] pet who ire ofc tl en hee | 
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| 

ln Temp 4b Al ars, hen Pri 
Turns Atte 105 4 155 fill'd._ ©. 
Wich! ae lente tle h ule of God. a 
In Cou [ices he alſo Reig _— 
And in 5 Cities, where 5 17 80 

Of tidt _ aboye thir Kat þ ow! 


trage: And when oo 
e e 25 hy Sons 
Of 844 beugen nf wine. | 


| Witneſs 2 ts of e 1 0 2 night 
In Gibedh, the hoſp icab! | | 
Expos'd a Matron 6 thoid Vote 125 e. 
Theſe were the pr Hh . 400 er and! i might; 
I Therreſt were long to tell b far renown'd, 
"I Th' Jonian Gols, of 74vans Iſſue held 
©} Gods, yet ch ry ol then Heav'n and Eatth 
Thir boaſte& Parents; Titan Heav'ns firſt born 
With his enormous brood, and birthright ſeis'd 
By younger Saarn, he from migbtier er 
His owt! and Ru, Son like meaſure found; 
Jo pve uſurping reign'd - theſe frſt in Crcet 
And 74a knoten, thence on the Snowy top 
Of cold Ohh 4s rul d the middle Air 
{FT hir hight} eav'n; or on the Delphian Cliff, 
*JOr in Dodona, and through all the bounds 
Of Doric Land; ot who with Saturn old 
* Þ led over Ad; ia to th A rs Fields, 
ud ore the Chic toam'd the utmoſt Iles. 
ul theſe and more came flocking ; but with looks 
Pown caſt and damp, yet ſuch whercin appear'd 
| C 


Obſcure 


gently rais'd 


K 


Of Trumpets Joud'and Clarions be upreard. 

His mighty Standard; "that proud honour claim'd 
Azazelas his right, a. Cherube tall: 5 
Why forthwith romthe glitterin Staffunfurld 
Th' Imperial Enlign,” which full Fig Adyanc's 
Shon like a Meteor ſtreaming to the Wind 


Seraphic arms and Trophies : all the while 
Sonorous mettal blowing Martial ſounds : 
At which the univerſal Hoſt upſent 1 
A ſhout that tore Hells Concave, and beyond 
Frighted the Reign of Chaos and old Night. 
All in a moment through the gloom were ſeen 
Ten thouſand Banners riſe into the Air 
With Orient Colours waving : with them roſe 


Appear'd, and ſerried Shields in thick array 

Of depth immeaſurable: Anon they move 

In perfect Phalanx to the Dorian mood 

Ot Flutes and ſoft Recorders; ſuch as rais d 
To bight of nobleſt temper Hero's old 
Arming to Bartel, and in ſtead of rage 
D-libzrate valour breath'd, firm and nnmoy'd 
Wich dread of death to flight or foul retreat, 
Nur wantiag powet to mitigate and ſwage 


With Gemms and Golden luſtre rich imblaz'd, . 
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A Forreſt huge of Spears: and thronging Helms 


Wick folemn touches, troubl'd thoughts, and chaſe 
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From mortal, an nl n 
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Warr'd-on by 1 c de Gn rod, 
Of Phlegrs by Narr jo 

That fought a a Ilium onfach 1 lide 
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Perplexes Mo 
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Hath Tale 8. UR n Pines, 
With ſinged to qe owththoaph bare 
Stands on the blaſted? Heath. He — d 


To ſpeak , hrs: 'tHir doubl d Ranks they bend 

From wing to wing, and half encloſe Him round 

With all his Peers: attention held thetm mute. 

Thrice he aſſayd, and tlirice in ſpight df ſcorn, 

Tears ſuch 'as Angels, weep, burſt forth; at laſt 

Words interwove with fighs fotind out thir way.” 
O Myrids of immortal Spirits, O Powers 


Matchleſs, but with "Almighty; and that firife | 
Was not inglorious, though th event was dire, 


As this lace reſtiiey, and this dire change 


Hateful 
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Rt nes 4 1 0 
Foreſeeinꝑ or preſaging, from ahe Depth tha 
Of knowledge paſt or preſent could have fear d. 
How ſuch united: ſorce of Gods; how ſuch 
As ſtood like theſe, could ever know repulſe? 0111.4 
For who can yet beleeve, though aner loss 
That all theſe pyiſſane Legioss, whoſe exile 
Hath emptied Heavit, hail fail to re-aſcend- .: .. 
Self-rais'd, and repdſſeſs thir native ſeat ꝰ | 
For mee be wirdeſs all the Hoſt of - Heav'n, 
If counſels different, or danger ſhun d 


- 


By mee, have laſt our hopes. Rut he who reigns 

Monarch in Heav'n, till then as one ſecure 

Sat on his Throne, upheld by old repute, 

Conſent or cuſtome, and his Regal State 

Put forth at full, but ſtill his ſtrength conceal d, | 

Which tempted our attempt, and wrought our fall. 

Henceforth his might we know, and know our own 

So as not either to ptovoke, or dread 

New warr, provok t; our better part remains 

To work in cloſe deſign, by fraud or guile 

What force effected not: that he no leſs 

At length from us may find, who overcomes 

By force, hath overcome but half his foe. 

Space may produce new VVorids; whereof ſo rife 

There went a fame in Heay'nthar he ere long 

Intended to create, and therein plant 

A generation, whom his choice regard 

' | Should favour equal to the Sons of Heaven: 

Thither, if but to pry, ſhall be perhaps 

Our firſt eruption, thither or elſewhere: 

For this Infernal Pit ſhall never hold | 

| Czleſtial Spirits in Bondage, nor th Abyſs © 

4 Long under darkneſs * But theſe thoughts 
1 -© += x Full 


_ Counſel: miuſf mature: Peace it Uthpaird), '- 
For who can chit Submiſſion ? Waireben, Warr: 
Open or underffo mult be reſol#t;; -- 

He ſpake Hand £6 confirm/bis2words;ou:: flew: 


Millions 6f — — ; drawn from the thigbs 


Of mighty Cherubim; the ſudden blaze 

Far round iſlumin d hell s higtiy tlie rag d 

Againſt the · Higheſt, and fierce with graſped Arms 

c aſh'd on thir ſoundin Shiclds'rhedin of war, 

Hurling defiance toward the Vault of 'Heav'n. 
There ſtood a Hillhotzfarwhoſs grieſly top 

Belchi&fre an rob ſmoak; rhe reſſ entire 

Shon with a gloſſie ee ſign 

That in his womb was hid metallic Ore, 

The work of Sulphngz/: 1 with ſpeed © 

A numerous Brigad haſten d. en Bands 

Of Pioners with — and Piekax arm d 

Forerun the Royal Camp, to trench à Field, 

Or caſt a Rampart, Mammon led them on; 

Mammon, the leaſt erected Spirit t har fell 

From heav n, for ey'n in heav'n his looks and thoughts 

Were ways downward bent, admiring more 

The riches of Heav ns pavement,:trod'n: Gold, 

Thenaught di ine or holy. elſe enjoy d 

In viſion beat: fic: hy bim firſt HL 

Men alſo, and by ts ſuggeſtion taught, 

Ranſack'd the Center, and with impious hands 

Riff d the bowels of thir mother Earth © + 

For Treafures beirer hid. Soon had. his crew 

Op'nd into the Hill a fpacious wound -- | 

And dig d out ribs of Gold. Let none admire 

Thar riches grow in Hell; that ſoy le may beſt 

Deſerve the precious bane. And here let thoſe 

VV bo boaſt in mortal things, and wond ring tell 
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Book I. Paradiſe Loft. 
7 | Of Babel, and the works of Memphian Kings 
Learn how thir greateſt Monuments of Fame, 
And Strength and Art are ealily out-done 
By Spirits reprobate, and in an hour 
VWWbat in an. age they ,wigþ inceſſant toy le 
And hands innumerable ſcarce perform. 
Nigh on the Plain in many cells prepar d, 
That underneath had veins of liquid fire 
Sluc'd from the Lake, a ſecond multitude 
VVith wond'rous Art found out the maſſe Ore, 
Severing each kind, and ſcum'd the Bullion droſs: 
A third as ſoon had form'd within the ground 
A various mould, and from the hoyling cells 
By ſtrange conveyance fill'd each hollow nook, 
As in an Organ from one blaſt of wind 
To many a row of Pipes the ſound- board breaths. 
Anon out of the earth a Fabrick huge 
Roſe like an Exhalation, with the ſound 
Of Dulcet Symphonies and voices ſweet, 
Built like a Temple, where Pilaſters round 
- | YVereſer, and Doric pillars overlaid 
8 VVith Golden Architrave; nor did there wagt 
Cornice or Freeze, with bofſy Sculptures gray'n, 
The Roof was fretted Gold. Not Babilon, 
Nor great Alcairo ſuch magnificence 
Equal d in all thir glories, to inhrine 
Belus or Serapis thir Gods, or ſear 
Thir Kings, when eAgype with Afſria ſtrove 
In wealth and luxurie. Th aſcending pile 
Stood fixt her ſtately highth, and ſtrait the dores 
Op'ning thir brazen foulds diſcover wide 
VVithin, her ample ſpaces, o're the ſmooth 
And level pavement : from the arched roof 
Pendant by ſuttle Magic many arow 
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Of Starry Lamps and blazing Creſſets fed . [4 
VVith Naphrba and Aſp bao Velde it A ( 
As from a sky. The mil zu | V 
Admiring enter d, and the work ſome praiſe D 
And ſome the Architect: his hand was known T 
In Heav'n by many a. owred ſtructure high, FT 
VVhere Scepter'd Angels beld thir reſidence, B 
And fat as Princes, whom the ſupreme King Ir 
Exalted to ſuch power, and gave to rule, =: 
Ir 
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Each ip his Hierarchie, the Orders bright. 

Nor was his name unheard or unador' 

In ancient Greece; and in Auſonian land 

Men call'd him Mylciber ; and how he fell 
From Heay'n, they fabl'd, thrown by angry 7ove 
Sheer ore the Chryſtal Battlements; from Morn 

To Noon he fell, from Noon to dewy Eve, 

A Summers day ; and with the ſetting Sun Ir 
Dropt fromthe Zenith like a falling Star, | 
On Lemnos th Ageanlle : thus they relate, 
Erring , for he with this rebellious rout 

Fell long before; nor aught avail'd him now 

To haye built in Heay'n high Towrs ; nor did he ſcape 
By all his Engins, but was beadlong ſent 

VVith his induſtrious crew to build in hell. 

Mean while the winged Haralds by commagd 

Cf Sovran power, with awful Ceremony 

And Trumpets ſound throughout the Hoſt proclaim 
A ſolemn Councel forthwith to be held . 
At Pandæmonium, the high Capital 

Of Satan and his Peers: thir ſummons call'd 

From every Band and ſquared Regiment 

By place or choice the worthieſt; they anon 

VVith hugderds and with thouſands trooping came 
Attended: all acceſs was throng'd, the Gates 


/nd > OE 22083882 


Ang 


* 


1 Fook 1 Paraviſe To. 25 
And Porches wide, but chief the ſpacious Hall 

(Though like a cover d field, whore Champions bold 

Wont ride in arm d, and at the —— chair * | 

Defi'd the heſt of Tauim chivalry. | 

To mortal combat or carreer with Lance J 

Thick ſwarm d, both on the ground and in the air, 

Bruſht with the hiſs of rusſling wings. As Bees 

In ſpring time, when the Sun with Taurus rides, 

Pour forth chir populous youth about the Hive 

In cluſters; they among freſh dews and flowers 

Flie to and fro, or onthe ſmoothed Plank, 

The ſuburb of thir Straw-built Citadel, | | 
New rub'd with Baym, expatiate and confer p | 
Thir State affairs, So thick the aerie crowd 

Swarm'd and were ſtraitn d; till the Signal giv'n, 

Behold a wonder ! they but now who ſeemd 

In bigneſs to ſurpaſs Earths Giant Sons 

Now leſs then ſmalleſt Dwarfs, in narrow-room 

Throng numberleſs, like that Pigmean Race 

Beyond the Indian Mount, or Faerie Elves, 

Whoſe midnight Revels, by a Forreſt (ide 

Or Fountain ſome belated Peaſant fees, * 

Or dreams he ſees, while over-head the Moon 

Sits Arbitreſs, and neerer to the Earth 

Wheels her pale courſe, they on thir mirth and dance 

Intent, with jocond Mulic charm bis ear; 

At once with joy and fear his heart rebounds. 

Thus incorporeal Spirits to ſmalleſt forms 

Reduc'd thir ſhapes immenſe, and were at large, 

Though without number ſtill amidſt the Hall 

Of that infernal Court. But far within 

And in thir own dimenſions like themſelves 

The great Seraphie Lords and Cherubim 


„ 
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Incloſe receſs and fecret conclave fat 
A thouſand Demy- Gods on golden ſeat's, 


Frequent and full. Aſter ſhort ſilence then A 
2 ſummons read, the ** conſult began. \ 


7 


The End of the Firi# Book. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


The Conſultation begun, Satan debates whether an- 
ther Battel be to be hazarded for the rec very of Hea- 
ven: ſome adviſe it, others diſſuade A third pro- 
poſal is $26 mention d before by Satan, to ſearch 
the truth of that Propbeſie or Tradition in Heaven 

concerning another world, and another kind of crea- 
ture equal or not much inferigur to themſelves, about 
this time to be created : Thir doubt who ſhall be 

| ſent oz this difficult ſearch : Satan thir chief un- 
"NY adertakes alone the voyage, is honourd and applaud- 
ed. The Councel thus ended, the ref betaks them 
ſeveral wayes and to ſeveral imployments, as thir 
inclinations lead them, to entertain the time. till Sa- 
tan return. He peſe on his fourney to Hell Gates, 
Fd them ſhit, and who ſat there to guard them, by 
' mwhonat length they are op nd, and diſcover to him t 
* great Guff between Hell and Heaven; with what diffi- 
culry he paſſes through, directed by Chaos, the Power 
of that place, to the ſight of this new Vorld which 
he ſought . : 
| High 


Z 


Alg on à Throne of Riyal State, which | 
Horten the wealth 2 Om, ard of Ind. 

- & © Or ware the a Ealt with richel 

an 
Showrs on her Kings Barbaric Pearl and Gold, 
Satan exalted ſat, by merit raisde 
To that bad eminence; and from deſpair 
Thus high uplifted beyond hope, aſpires 
Beyond thus high, inſatiate to purſue 
— un taugt 


Vain Warr witk Heaven, and by Ste 
His proud imaginations thus diſplaid. Tt 
Powers and Dominions, Deities of Heav'n, Hi 
For ſince no deep within her gulf can hold Ec 
Immortal vigor, though oppreſt and fall'n, 2 
T give not Heay'n for loſt. From this deſcent 1 
Celeſtial vertues riſing, will appear Hi 
More glorious and moxe dread then from no fall, | 
And truſt themſelves to fear no ſecond fate: M 
Mee thoygh juſt right, and the fixt Laws of Heav'n C 
Did firſt create your Leader, next free choice, Fo 
With what belides, in Counſel or in Fight, M. 
lath bin achievd of merit, yet this lo II 
Thus farr at leaſt recover d; hath much more H 
Eftabliſht in a ſafe, unenvied Throne A 
Yielded with full conſent. The happier ſtate II 
In Heavy n, which follows dignity, might draw By 
Enyy from each inferior; but who here A 
Will envy whom the higheſt place expoſes 10 
Formoſt to ſtand againſt the Thunderers aim '4 Ti 
Your bulwark, and condemns to greateſt ſhare "JA; 


Of endleſs pain? where there is then no good 0 
For 3 to ſtrive, no ſtrife can grow up there In 
From Faction; for none ſure will claim in Hell * 


— 


Prece- 


Could bay 


Went all bis Fe 


I precedence, none; whoſe Sint wt | 
Of preſent pain, tf wi —— T 
Will covet mote. With this advantage the 


To union, and rm Faith, HGH a Cord.  [1'NO ol 


| More then can be in Heat n, we now teturn 
o claim our — 1 — old, g 


Surer to p. pro 
Aa 0 = 
| Whether of open Wart « or nh -guile, : 


we now debate ; who can adviſc, ſpeak.” p 
He ceas'd, wild Jour him Afolor, = rd King ©. 
Stood up; he A and the fierceſt Spirit 
That fought n; now fierter Dy deen: 
His truſt Nr e th' Eternal de dee d 


211 


Equal in fcrengtit, and rather then be les r 


at. Al,; with thut care loft 
; of God, -or Hell, or hs” 
Hereck'd not, and theſe words thereafcer 1 

My ſentente is for open Wart: Of Wiles,” 
More unexpett;I boaſt not: them let thoſe 
Contrive who _ or e — — not now”. 
For while they (it bereft,” : * DN 


Card not to 


Millions that —— Ws Was i lünen rk; - 090 


The Signal to aſcend; fi ling ring here N 
Heay'ns fu — "and for ene place 


Accept t . Den ul fh ban 

The Þ Priſon of en reniry who R 

By our delay ** Were 5 

Arm' d with ad 1815 at onte 0 cri 
4 Ore Heay'ns en Toirs to fołet teſiſtleſs i - 


3 Turning our —— hor fi Arms 
Againſt the Tortùrer; when to meet the nie * 
Of his Alm dude, un En Sin he fffall Hear ; ep 
Infernal Thi 


and for Ligtitning ſee */ La, 


* 


Black 
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Black fire and ho ror ſhot with equal rage 


Among his Angels and his Throne it ſeilf _ +1 


Mixt with Tar teren Sulphur, and ſtrange fire, 


His own enen e ments. But perhaps 917 
The way ſeems difficult and ſteep to ſcale. 1; 
With upright wing againſt a higher, ſoe. 
Let ſuch bethink them, if che ſleepy drench 7 


Of that forgerfp] Lake benumm not tell, 404 
Thar in dur proper motion we aſcend... | | 
Up to our native ſeat ; deſcent and fall o 


To us is adverſe, . Who but felt of late 
When the fierce Foe hung on our brok'n Rear 
Inſulcing, and purſu d us through the Deep :.;! 
With what compulſion and e * 
we ſunk thus lom ? Th' aſcent is eaſie then: 
Th' event is fear d; Wale we again provoke”  ,. 
Our ranger, ſome worſe way his wrath may find 
To our deftr ion; if there be in Hell 

Fear to be worſe deſtroy d: 1 can be worfe 
Then to dwell here, driy'n out from bliſs, condemni 
In this abhorreg deep to utter woe; 19) 
Where pain of uncxtinguiſhable fire 

Muk exexciſe uswithour Hope of end 
The Vaſſals of bis anger, when the Scourge - .,/7 
Inexorably, and the tortuxing hour : 


12 * 4 


- o 


2 heb 
— — Sane Mn, 


— 


Calls us to f enance 2. Moxe deſtroy d then thus 
we ſhould be quite abolilut and expire. +! 
What fear we th 2. what do we to incenſe of 
His utmoſt.ire? which to the highth entagd, 
Will eicher quite conſume us, and reduce _ 

To nothing this eſſential, happier fart _ 

Then miſerable to haye eternal being: 28 
Or if our fubſtance be indeed Divine, 19 


And cannot ceaſe to be, we are at worſe 
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On this {ide nothing; and by. proof we feel 
Our power ſufficient to diſturb his Heav'n, 
And with perpetual inrodes to Allarme, 
Though inacteſſible, his fatal Throne: 
VVhich if not Victory is yet R 
He ended frowning, and his look Wound 
Deſperate revenge, and Battel dangerous 
To fes then Gods. On th other fide up roſe 
Belial, in act more graceful and humane; 
A fairer perſon loſt not Heav n; he ſeemd 
For dignity compos d and high explo: 
But all was falſe and hollow; though his Tongue 
Dropt Manna, and cauld make the worſe appear 
The better reaſon, t perplex and daſh | 
Matureſt Counſels: for his thoughts were lor; 
To vice induſtrious, but to Nobler deeds i 
Timorous and lothful yet he pleas'd the car, 
And with perſwaſiye: accent thus began. 24 
I ſhould be much for. _ VVarr, O Peers, a 


As not behind in hate; at was urgd +7. 
Main reaſon to perſwade immediate Vvarr i' 
Did not diſſwade me moſt, and ſeem to caſt 8 
Omindus conjecture on the whole ſucceſs : 01 


VVhen he who moſt excels in fact of Arms, * 

In what he counſels and in what excels 0 T 

Miſtruſtful, grounds his courage on deſpair 

And utter diſſolution, as the ſcope | 

Of all his aim, after ſome dire reven 4 

Firſt, What Revenge d the Towrs cf, Hess 'n ace-fll 4 

VVith Armed watch, that render all actes 

Impregnable; oſt on the bordering Deep 

Encamp thix Legions, or with obſcure wing 

Scout far ard wide into the Realm of night, 

Scorning ſurprize. Or could we bi eak our way |: /. 
13 By 


By 3 hs it our bee mould rule 0 


VVith — — to — — 0 
Heav'ns pur et oùr great Ene 1 
All i — allen his Thront 221 220041 
Sit unpolluted, yew Ethereal mould 1 N 


Incapatile of ſtain would foon expel 

Her miſchiel and purge off che baſer fire 
Victoriaus. Thus repuls d. _ boßpe 

Js flat deſpair: we:mmufte 1. . 
Th' Almighty; Victor to all his rage. 
And that muſt end us; that muſt be our cure, 
To be tzo more; fad cure; for who would looſe, 
Thougb full of: pain, this inte lirctual being. 

Thoſe 1 — wander through Eternity, yod 
To periſh:tather ſipallowd up and loft” 1706/4 
In the wide wbb of whcreated. night, — 
Devoid of ſenſe ani mbrion 2 and who' knows; 
Let this be gaod,-wherher our angry Fe 
Can give it. bf will ever? hewdle can | 
Is doubtful; hat he never will is ſurre. 
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VVill he, faite let looſe! a-onee his ite, 0 

Belike throngh impyrence,. dr u] mw¾are, Iv 
To give his Euemit thir wiſh; und end ne F\ 
Them in his anger; whom his anger faves n NN 
To puniſh endless? wherefore ceaſe we then? T 
Say they whiopobnſel V Vary, we art decreed; - 5b 
Reſerv d and deſtind to Eternal woe; | II. 
VVhatever doing, what can we ſuffer more, 3 JC 
VVhavean we ſuffer worſe ? is this then worſt, By 
Thus ſittingꝭ thus conſulting, thus in Arms? JI Su 
VVhat when we fled amain, purſu d and ſtroobk II 
VVith Heav'nsafflicting Thunder, and beſought 10 
The Deep to ſhalter us ꝰ this Hell then ſeemſg yt 


A N from thoſe wounds: or when we lay 
Chain'd © 


Book II. Paradiſe Loſt. 33 
chain d on the burning Lake? that ſure was worſe: 
Vvbat if the breath that kindid thoſe grim fires 
\ | Awak'd ſhould blow them into ſevenfold rage 
And plunge us in the flames? or from above 
' | Should intermitred vengeance arm again 
His red right hand to plague us? what if all 
Her ſtores were open'd, and this Firmament 
Of Hell ſhould ſpout her Cataracts of Fire, 
Impendent horrors, threatning hideous fall 
One day upon our heads; while we perhaps 
ning or exhorting glorious warr, 
Caught in a fierie Tempeſt ſhall be hurl d 
Each on his rock trans fit; the ſport and prey 
Of racking whirlwinds, or for ever ſunk 
Under yon boyling Ocean, wrapt in Chains; 
There to converſe with everlaſting groans, 
uUusreſpited, unpitied, unrepreevd 
Ages of hopeleſsend ; this Would be worſe. 
VVarr therefore, open or conceal'd, alike 
My voice diſſwades ; for what cat foree or guile 
VVith him, or who deceive his mind, whoſe eye 
Views all things at one view # he from heay'ns hightli 
All theſe our motions vain, fees and derides; 
Not more Almighty to reſiſt our might 
Then wiſe to friuſtrate all our plots and wiles. 
Shall we then live thus vile; the Race of Heav'n 
Thus tratnpt'd,;thas' expell'd to ſuffer here l 
Chains and theſe Torments? better theſe then worſe 
By my advice; ſince fate inevitable 1 
] VSubdues us and Omuipotent Decree, 
The ViRors will. To ſuffer, as to doe, 
Our ſtrength is equal, nor the Law unjufſ 
bat fo ordains : this was at firſt reſolv d, 
reh 


Contending; 


34 Paradiſe Loſt. Book UW 1 
Contending, and ſo doubtſul what might fall. v 
I laugh, when thoſe who at the Spear are bold 4 
And vent'rous, if that fail chem, lark and fear 0 
V Vhat yet they know mult follow, to endure St 
Exile, or ignominy; Qr-bonds, or pain. 8 
The ſentence of thir Conquerour - This is now I 
Our doom; which if we can ſuſtain and bear, I Fe 
Our Supream Foe in time may much xemit 0 
His anger, and perhaps thus farr remov d 4 
Not mind us not offending; ſatisfi  - 10 


VVith what is panics; whence theſe raging Gres In 
Vill ſlack n, if his breath ſtir not chir flames. Et 


Our purer eſſence then will overcome 1] T 
Thir noxious vapour, or enur d not feel, 5. 
Or chang d at length. and to the place conformd 4 Ut 
In temper and in nature, will receive 190 
Familiar the fierce heat, and void of pain 1 0 
This horror will grgy.-milde, this 3 light, III 


Beſides what hopt the never ending Bight - { 
Of furure dayes may bring, hat chance, what chang 
VVorch waiting, ſince out preſent lor appeers 
For happy though but ill, for ill not worſt, 7 
If we procure not to our ſelves more woe. Ul 
Thus Belial with words cloath'din reaſons gard/ V 
Counſel'd ignoble eaſe, and peaceful floath, by BY 
Not peace: and after him thys Aammpn ſpake. II 
Either to diſinthrone the King of Heav n 101 
VVe warr, if warr be bei, or to regain | 
Our own right loſt.; him to unrhgone we then - 1] Cl 
May hope when everlaſting Fate ſhal] eild iſ 
To fickle Chance, and Chaos judge the ſtrife ; 
The former yainto hope argues asvain 
The latter: for what place can be for-us. ; 
V Virhin Heay'ns bound, unleſs Heay'ns Lord * 


deck WU Paradiſe Zoſt 35 
VYsioyorpower?: Suppoſe he fluid relent 

And piiblifh Grant tall, on promlſeln ade 

Of new: Suhjefli en; with what eyes could we 

Stand in his preſence: humble;-and etceiye © 

Strict Laws img d, to celebrate his Fhrone 

14 VVith warbl'g Hymns, and to his God bead tag 

u Forc't Hallelniabk zz while he Lordly: firs 

3 

1 


Our envied — uid db/AltanGeedches | a 174. 
Ambroſial Odoats and -AmbroſidbFlowers,- 
Our ſervile offerj This mniſt be our . 
In Heav'n chitaup tight ; how Weariſum 60 
}| Eternity ſe ſpopy;in'woeſbip pain 4 10 
To whom wo bite. Let us not then arfue . 
21 
j 


By foxte ĩmpoiſihie, by leave obtain 

Unacceptahle though in Heav n, our as 

p Ofalylriglid vaſſalape, but rather ſbe c 

OCuroten guad from our ſelves, am From our enn 

Live ga aur ſelves; though in: tts: vaſt receſs, | 

Free, and to none {countable ,; — 

Hard liberey before Ihe enſie yoke 142115 

Of ſervile Pomp. Our reatneſs will appeer - 

Then moſt cdnifpicuous, when great things of ſmall; 

i] Uſctul of hurcful; proſperous of adverſe 

14 VVecan create, and in what place {6 ere 

TÞ Thrive under eil, and work eafe 6ur of pain 
Through labous and indnrance. This deep world 
Of darkneſs da we dread > Ho oft amidit 

Thick clouds and dark doth Heav ns all ruling Sire 

;} Chooſer reſide, his Glory unobſcur d, 

And with the Majeſty of darkneſs round 

Covers his Throne; from whence deep thunders roat 

Muſt ring thir vage, and Heav'n reſembles Hell? 

As he out darkneſs, cannot we his Light 

ca when we pleaſe ? This Deſart ſale 

of D 2 | VVants 
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VVants not her: hidden luſtte; Gemms and Goldi 
Nor want we skill:ov Art, from whence to raiſe 
Magnificence ; and what can Heay'n ſhew more ? 
Our torments alſo may in length of time 0 
Become our Elements, theſe — — 
As ſoſt as now ſevere, our t 
Into their — — — oh 
The ſenſible invite 
To peaceful Coun — — State 
Of order, how in'{afety belt we may 
Compoſe our preſent evils, with — 
Of what we are and were, diſmiſſing quite 
All th of warr: ye have whar1 adviſe. 

He ſcarce had finiſſit, when K. 
Th' Aſſembly, as hen bollow: Rocks' retain 4 
The ſound of winds, .which all — 
Had rous d the: Sea, now with hoarſe cadence lull 

men orewatcht, whoſe Bark by ehanee 

Or Pinnace anchors in a craggy Bay 4 
After the Tempeſt: Such applauſe was heard — 
As Maenmen ended, and his Sentence pleas d,; 
Auviſing peace: for ſuch another Field: 1 
They dreaded worſe then Hell: ſo much the fear 
Of Thunder and the Sword of Michael 1 
VVrought ſtill within them; and no leſs deſitre 
Tofound this nerher Empire, which might riſe 
By pollicy, and long proceſs of time, 4 
In emulation oppoſite to Hea n. 
VVhich when Heel xehub perceiv d, hen whom, 
Satan except. none higher ſar, wich grave 
Aſpect he roſe, and in bis riſing ſeem d "4 
A Pillar of State; deep on his Front engraven 
Deliberation ſat and public care; ? 
And Priacelyeounſe] i in his face yet ſnon, 
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Majeſtic in ruin : ſage he flood 29 EM 

Wih Alam — to bear 

The weigh — prieſt Monarchies, his look 

Drew — attention ſtill as Night 

Or Summers Noon-tide air, while chus he ſpake. 
Thrones and Imperial Powers, off-ſpring of heav'n 

Ethereal Vertues; or theſe Titles now 

Muſt we renounce, and changing ſtile be call'd 

Princes of Hell ? for ſp the popular vote 

Inclines, here to continue, and build up here 

A growing Empire; doubtleſs ; while we dream, 

And know not thar the King of Heav'n hath doom'd 

This place our dungeon, not our ſafe retreat 

Beyond his Potent arm, to live exempt 

From Heav'ns high jurisdiction, in new League 

_— — abs Throne, but to remaine 

In ſtrict cl bondage, chough ugh thus far remoy'd, 

Under th inevitable curb, reſery'd 

His captive malricude : For he, be ſure 

In heighth or depth. till Grit and laſt will Reign 


Sole King, and of his Kingdom looſe no part 


By our revolt, but over Hell extend f 
His Empire, and with Iron Scepter rule 

Us here, as with his Golden thoſe in Heav'n. 

What ſit we then projecting peaceand Warr ? 

VVarr hath determin d us, and foild with loſs 
Irreparable ; cearms of peace yet none 


3 Voutſaf t or ſought ; for — will be giv'n 


To us enſlav d, but cuſtody ſevere, 
And ſtripes, and arbitrary puniſhment 

Inflicted? and what peace can we return, 
Butto our power hoſtility and hate, 


Untam d reluctance, and revenge flow, 
* ever plotting how 1 Conqueror E 


May reap his ä — may leaſt ted 

In doing what we moſt in ſuffer * e 

Nor will orcaſion want, nor halls we seed 
With dangerous Expedition to invade. 5 0 
Heav u., whoſe high walls fear no aſſault or Sie 0 
Or ambuſh from the Deep. What if we 6 

Some eaſier enterprixe ? There is a place '/ | -- 14 
( if ancient and prophetic fame in Heavy n | 
Err not) another World, the happy fem 

Of ſome new Race talld Man, _ this tine 
To be created like to us, though lefs 24 
In powet and excellence, but favour d more 1A 
Of him who rules above; ſo was his will 1 
Pronounc d amongthe-Gods, and by an Ob, 
That ſhook Heav'ns whol circumference, confirm d. 
Thither let us bend all our thoughts, to learn 1 
What creatures there inhabit, of what mould, 

Or ſubſtance, how endu d, and what thir- Power, 
And where thir weakneſs, how attempted belt, 

By force ve fortlery t Though Heay'n be ſhut, 
And Heav'ns high Arbitrator li: ſecure | 

In his own ſtrength, this place may lye expos dd 
The utmoſt border of his Kingdom, left | 
To their defence who. hold it : here perhaps 

Som adyantagious act may be achiey d g 
By ſudden onſet, either with Hell fire | 
To waſte his whole Creation, or poſleſs 4 
All as our own, and drive as we were driven, 1 
The punie habitants, or if not drive, 4 
Seduce them to our Party, that thir os. on; 
May prove thir foe, and with repen { 
Aboliſh his own works. This — ſurpaſs 
Common revenge, and interrupt his joy 1 
In our Confuſion, and our Joy apralle 7 


. _ * 
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I In his diſturbance z when his darling Sons 
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Hurl'd headlong to partake with us, ſhall curſe 
Thir frail Original, and faded bliſs, 
Faded ſo ſoon. Adviſe if this be worth 
Attempting, or to fit in darkneſs here 
Hatching vain Empires. Thus Beelxebub 
Pleaded his deviliſh Counſel, firſt devis'd 
By Satan, and in part propos d: for whence, 
But from the Author of all ill could Spring 
So deep a malice, to confound the race 
Of mankind in one root, and Earth with Hell 
To mingle and involve, done all to ſpite 
The great Creatour ? But thir ſpite ſtill ſerves 
His glory to 7 * The bold deſign 
Pleas d highly thoſe infernal States, and joy 
Uthir eyes; with full aſſent 
They vote: whereat his ſpeech he thus renews. 
Well have ye judg'd, well ended long debate, 
Synod of Gods, and like to what ye are, 
Great things reſolv d, which from the loweſt deep 
Will once more lift us up, in ſpight of Fate, 
Neerer our ancient Seat; reren in view 
Of thoſe bright confines, whence with neighbouring 
And opportune excurſion we may chante (Arms 
Re-enter Heav'n ; or elſe in ſome milde Zone 
Dwell not unviſited of Heay'nsfair Light 


Secure, and at tlie brighrning Orient beam 


Purge off this gloozn; the ſoft delicious Air, 
To heal the ſcarr of theſe corroſive Fires 
Shall breathe her balme. But firſt whom ſhall we ſend 
In ſearch of this new world, whom ſhall we find 
Suffictent ? who ſhall rempt with wandring feet 
The dark unbottom'd infinite Abyſs 
And through the palpable obſcure find out 
| D 4 His 
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His uncouth way, or ſpread his aerie flight 
Upborn with indefatigable wings 1 
Over the vaſt abrupt, ere he arrive 
The happy Ile; what ſtrength, what art can then 
Suffice, or what evaſion bear him ſafe 
Through the ſtrict Senterjes and Stations thick 
Of Angels watching round ? Here he had need 
All circumſpection, and we now no leſs 
Choice in our ſuffrage z for on whom we fend, 
The weight of all and our laſt hope relies. 

This ſaid, he ſat; and expeRation held 
His look ſuſpence, awaiting who appeer d 
To ſecond, or oppoſe, or undertake 
The perilous attempt: but all far mute, * 
Pondering the danger with deep thoughts; and each 
In others count nance read his own diſmay 
Aſtoniſht ; none among the choice and prime 
Of thoſe Heav'n- warring Champions could be found 
So hardie as to proffer or accept 
Alone the dreadful voyage ; till at laſt 
Satan, whom now tranſcendent glory rais'd 
Above his fellows, with Monarchal pride 
Conſcious of higheſt worth, unmov'd thus ſpake. 

O Progeny of Heav'n, Empyreal Thrones, 
With reaſgn hath deep ſilence and demurr 
Seis d us; though undiſmaid: long is the way 
And hard, that out of Hell leads up to light ; 
Qur priſon {trong, this huge convex of Fire, 
Outrageous to devour, immyres us round 
Ninefold, and gates of burning Adamant 
Barr'd over us prohibit all egreſs. | 
Theſe paſt, if any paſs, the void profound 
Of unc ſſen ial Night receives him next 
Wice gaping, ang with utter loſs of being 
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Threatens him, plung d in that abortive gulf. 
If thence he ſcape into whatever world, 
or unknown Region, what remains him leſs 

Then unknown dangers and as hard eſcape. 
But I ſhould ill hecome this Throne, O Peers, 
And this Imperial Sov'ranty, adorn'd 
With ſplendor, arm d with power, if aught propos'd 
And judg'd of public moment, inthe ſhape | 
Of difficulty ox danger could deterr 
Mee from attempting. Wherefore do I aſſume 
Theſe Royalties, and not refuſe to Reign, 
Refuſing to accept as great a ſnare 
Of hazard as of honour, due alike 
To him who Reigns, and ſo much to him due 
Of hazard more, as he above the reſt 
High honourd ſits > Go therfore mighty Powers, 
Terror of Heav'n; though fall'n ; intend at home, 
While here ſhall be our home, what beſt may eaſe 
The preſent miſery, and render Hell 
More tollerable; if there be cure or charm 
To reſpite or deceive, or {lack the pain 
Of this ill Manſjon ; intermit no watch 
Againſt a wakeful Foe, while Iabroad 
Through all the Coaſts of dark deſtruction ſeek 
Deliverance for us all: this entexprize 
None ſhall partake with me. Thus faying roſe 
The Monarch, and prevented all reply, 
Prudent, leaſt from his reſolution rais d 
Others among the chief might offer now 
(Certain to be refus d) what erſt they feard; 
And ſo refus d might in opinion ſtan 
His Rivals, winning cheap the high repute 
Which he through hazard buge muſt earn, But they 
Preaded not more th adventure then his voice 

erer For- 


2: 


"% 


Forbidding; and ut once with bim'they roſe; '- ©! | 


Thir riſing all at once was as the ſound = 

Of Thunder heard remote. Towards him they bend 

With awful reverence prone ; and as a God 

Extoll him equal to the highelt in Heav'n : 

nor fail d they to expreſs hot much they prais d, 

hat for the general ſafety he defpis'd 

dais own : for neither do the Spirits damn d 

Looſe all her virtue; leaſt bad men ſhould boaſt | 

Thir ſpecious deeds on earth, which glory excites, + 
Or cloſ ambition varniſhe ore with zeal. 

Thus they thir doubtful copfuſtations dark 

Ended rejoycing in thir mãtchleſs Chief: 

As when from mountain tops the dusky clouds a 

Aſcending, while the North wind ſleeps, o'reſpread 

Heay'ns chearful face, the lowting Element 

Scowls ore the dark'nd lantskip Snow, or ſhowre , 

If chance the radiant Sun with farewell ſweet 

Extend his ev'ning beam, the fields revive, 

The birds thir notes renew, and bleating herds 
Atteſt thir joy, that hill and valley rings. 

O ſhame to men! Devil with Devil damn d 

Firm concord holds, men onely difagree 

Of Creatures rational, though under hope 

Of heavenly Grace: and God proclaiming peace, 

Yet live in hatred, enmity, and ſtrife as 

Among themſelves, and levie cruel warres, 

Waſting the Earth; each other to deſtroy : 

As if (which mighe induce us to ad ) 

Man had not helliſti foes anow beſides, 


That day and right for his deſtruction waite 5 


The Stygian Counſel thus diffoly'd ; and forth 


In order came the grand infernal Peers, 


Mid came thirighty Paramount and ſermd = 


Alone 
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Prick forth the Aerie Knights, and couch thir Spears 
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Alone th nag g of deen bet les pan lid 


Than Hells dread Empereur wit b Supre. 
And God- like imitated State lick = 


A Globe of fierie Seraphim inlos'd © * 

With bright imblazonrie, and'horretit Arms, 

Then of thir Seffion ended they bid cry 

With Trumpets regal found the great reſult ; 
Toward the four winds'four ſpeedy Cherubim 

put to thir 1 Alchymie 

By Haralds voice explain d: the hollow Abyſs 
Heard farr and wide; and all the hoſt of Hell 

With deafning ſhout, return d them loud acclaim. 
Thence more at eaſe thir minds and ſomwhat rais d 
By falſe preſumptuouz hope, the ranged powers 
Disband, and wandring, each his ſeveral way 
Purſues, as incl inaxion er ſad choice 
Leads him perplext, where he may likelieſt find 
Truce to his reſtleſs thoughts, and entertain 

The irkſom hours, till his great Chief return. 
Part on the Plain, of in the Air ſublime 

Upon the wing, or in ſwift Race contend, | 
As at th Olympian Games or Pythian fields; 0 
Part curb thir fierie Steeds, or ſhun the Goal 

With rapid wheels, or fronted Brigads form. 

As when to warn proud Cities warr appears 

Wag d in the troubſd Skie, and Armies ruſh 

To Battel in the Clouds, before each Van 


Till thickeſt Legions cloſe; with feats of Arms 

From either end of Heav'n the welkin burns, 
Others with vaſt Typhæan rage more fell 

Rend up both Rocks and Hills, - and ride the Air 

In whirlwind ; Hell fcarce holds the wilde uproar. 
As when Alcides from Oechalia Crown'd * 
| W 


—.— hy — — and tore 
Through pain up by the roots Thefſalsar Pines, * 
rg from the top of Octa:threw | 4 
Into th* EFhoic Sea, Others more milde, 
Retreated in a ſilent valley, ſing 

With notes Angelical to many a Har 

Thir own Heroic deeds and hapleſs f 

By doom of Battel; and complain that Fate 

Free Vertue ſnould enthrall to Force or Chance. 
Thir Sopg was partial, but the harmony 

(What could it leſs when Spirits immortal ſing? ) 
Suſpended Hell, and took with raviſhinent ' 
The thronging audience. In diſcourſe more ſweet | 
(For Eloquence the Soul, Song charms the Senſe, ) - 
Others apart ſat on a Hill retir d, | 
In thoughts moreeleyate, and reaſon'd high 

Of Providence, Foreknowledge, Will and Fate, 
Fixt Fate, free will, foreknowledg abſolute, 

And found no end; in wandring mazes loſt, 

Of good and evil much they argy'd then, 

Of happineſs and final miſery, 

Paſſion and Apathie, and glory and ſhame, 

Vain wiſdom all, and falſe Philoſophie ; 

Yet with a pleaſing ſorcerie could charm 

Pain for a while or anguiſh, and excite 

Fallacious hope, or arm th' obdured breſt 

With ſtubborn patience as with triple ſteel. 
Another part in Squadrons and groſs Bands, 

n bold adventure to diſcover wide | 
Thar diſmal world, if any Clime perhaps 
Might yield them eaſier habitation, bend 
Four, ways thir flying March, along the Banks 
Of four infernal Rivers that diſgorge 

Into the burning Lake thir baleful ſtreams , 


$w—— 


Abhors. 
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Abhorred Sty the Hood of d | 
Sad Acheron 2 ſotrow, black 
Cecytws, nam d of — era 


Heard on the ruful ſtream ; fierce 
Whoſe waves of torrent fire inflame wah x rage. 


Farr off from theſe a ſlow and ſilent ſtream, 


Lethe the River of Oblivion routes | 
Her watrie , whereof who N 


Forthwith his former ine and bei 
Forgets both j grief, —— „ 
Beyondehis ood a in ent + 0/4 
Lies dark and wilde, beat with: pepervatfiorms | 
Of Whirlwind and dire Hail, wbietr on firm land. 
Thaws not, bur 'gathers heap, and ruin ſeem s 
Of ancient pile; all elfe deep ſnow and i _— 4 
A gulf pro ound as that Serbonian : 
Betwixt Hamiata and mount Cas old, 
Where Armies whole have ſunk: the parcking Ai ) 
Burns froe,-and cold performs th effect of Fire. 
Thither by harpy-footed Furies aid. 


u. 


At certain revolutions all the damm mM * 


Are brought : and feel! by turns the bitter change 
Of Hierce extremms entreams by change more ferce, 
From Beds of raging Fire to ſtarve in ice 
Thir ſoft Ethereal watthth, and there to pine 97 qu 
Immovable, infixe, and frozen round, Fon 
Periods of time, thence hurried back to fire. 

They ferry over this Zethean Sound A I 
Both ro and fro, thir ſorrow to augment, — 
And wiſli and ſtruggle, as they paſs, to reach 

The tempting ſtream with one mal drop to boos: 

In Nytet fo reetfuliieſs all pain and woe, | 
All in one — and fo. neer the brink; 
pt wa withſtands, and to oppoſe th attempt 


Meduſa 
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The lip of Tau 
In confus d. m: 
Wich ſhud 
View d firſt 
No reſt 1 
They paſa d. a 
O're many a 
Rocks, Caves, 
A Univerſe of 
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— e he lee 
Now ſhaves 


Puts on ſwift wingy, une Gates of Hel A 
— DO: "then foxes. 
Up to hehery,Compmnd towing, 


Gorgous and wel 

Mean while the Adverſhry: of Sol and Iss, 
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On either ſide 2 formidable ſhape 
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And thrice threefotd the Gateg;three folds were ral, 
Three Iron, three of Adamantine Rock, 

Impenetrable, impal d with circling fire, 
Yet unconſum d. Before the Guealtrefar Jr UT 


The one ſeem d Woman to the - and ales. 
Bur ended foul in many a ſcaly fbald Ns nv) x 
Voluminous and vaſt, a Serpent arm d 
Wich mortal ting 3 about her middle round 
Acry of Hell Hogads never cealing bark'd 
With wide Cerberian mouths ſull loud, and rung 
Ahideuus Peal : yer; when they tit, would creep, 
If aught diſturb dthir noyle, i — her woomb, 
And kennel there, yet there ſtill bark d and howl'd, 
Wichin unſeen. Farr leſs abbor rd than theſe , 
Vex'd Scylla bathing in the Sea that parts 
—— the hoarce we owner arr bY 

Or u follow the t z cã 
In ſecret, riding — reneay 
Lur d with the ſmell of infant load, va dane 
With Lapland Witches, while the labòuring de, 
Eclipſes at thir charms. The other ſhape -1is7 
If ſhape it mi be calf d rhar ſbape had none £9, 
Diſtinguiſhable inmember, joynt, ortiaib;i 
OrſubBance might be call d chat hattow ſeem, - 


For each ſeem d either; black 3r: ſtagd as Night, 


Fierce as ten Furies, ternible as Hell., 


And ſhook à dreadful: Dart: dit ſheritd his bead 


The likeneſs of a Kingly Crown had on. 


Satan was now at hand, and from his ſeat 
J- The Monſter moving onward came as fuſt 
Wich horrid ſtrides, Hell trembled as ke ſtrode. 


Th' undaunted Fiend what this might be admir d, 
Admir d, not feat d; God and his ä * 
reate 
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Created thing naught valu d he nor — d; 3 hich 

And with disdainful look thus firſt 14g 
Whence and what art thou, execrable ciſhape, rl 

That dar ſt, though grim and terrible, advance 

Thy miſcreated Front athwart my way } 

To yonder Gates? through them I mean to paſs, 

That be aſſur d, without leave askt of thee ; 

Retire, or taſte thy folly, and learn by proof, 

Hell-born; not to.conteni{ with Spirits of Heav'n n. 
To whom the Goblin full of — reply d, 

Art thou that Traitor Angel, art thou hee, 

Who firſt broke peace in Heav n and Faith, till tben 

Unbrok n, and in proud rebellious Arms 

Dtey after him the third part of Heav'ns Sous 

Conjur d againſt ade higheſt, for which both Thou 

And they omcaſt from God, are here condemn d | 

To waſte Eternal dayes iñ woe and pain? ,) 

AndretKn't thou thy ſelf with Spirits of Hear , 

Hell- doom d, and breath ſt defiance hete and ſcorn 

Where I reign King, and to 2 thee more, 

Thy King and Lo ? Back to thy puniſhment, - 

Falſe fugitive, and to thy ſpeed add wings, 

Leaſt with a whipof Scorpions I pur ſue 

Thy lingring or with one ſtrokc of this Dart 

Strange 
So ſpake the grieſlie terrour, and in ſhape, 

So ſpeaking and ſothreatning, grew tenfold 

More dreadfnl and deform ; on th other ſide 

Incenſt with indignation Satan ſtood. 

Unterrifi'd and likea Comet burn d. 

That fires the length of Ophiucus huge 


Shakes Peſtilence and Warr. Each at the Head 
Level d his deadly aime; thir fatall bands 


Book t, 


r ſeiſe thee, and pangs unfelr before. 


In th. Artick Sky, and from his horrid hair 1 
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No ſecond ſtroke intend, and ſuch a frown | 
Each caſt at th' other, as when two black Clouds 
Wich Heav'ns Artillery fraught, come rattling on 
I Over the Caſpian, then ſtand front to front 
/ | Hov'ring a ſpace; till Winds the ſignal blow 
To joyn thir dark Encounter in mid air: 
So frownd the mighty Combarants, that Hel! 
Grew darker at tir frown, ſo matcht they ſtood z 
For never but once more was either like 
To meet ſo great'a foe : and now great deeds 
Had been achiev'd, whereof all Hell had rung, 
Had not the Snakie Sorcereſs that (at 
Faſt by Hell Cate, and kept the fatal Key, „ 
Ris n, and with hideous outcry ruſh d between: 
O Father, what intends thy hand, ſhe cry d, 
I Againſt thy only Son ? What fury O Son, 
' poſſeſſes thee to bend that mortal Dart 
I Againſt thy Fathers head ? and know ſt for whom; 
For him who ſits above and laughs the while 
At thee ordain d his drudge, to execute 
What e're his wrath, which he calls Juſtice, bids; 
His wrath which one day will deſtroy ye both. 
| She ſpake, and at her words the helliſh Peſt 
Forbore, then Nr to her Satan n I 
| So ſtrange thy outcry, and thy words ſo ſtrange 
Thou Ak. ich, — ſadder hand | 
Prevemed ſpares to tell thee yet by deeds 
+Þ What it intends ; till firſt I know of thee, 
What thing thou art, thus double-form'd; and why 
In this infernal Vaile firſt met thou call'ſt | 
- 2] MeFather, and that Fantaſm call ſt my Son? 
1 Tknowttice not, nor ever ſaw till now 
Light mote deteſtable * him and thee. 


* —_— 
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T whom'thas the Portfeſs of Hell Gate ræplyd 
Haſt thou forgot methen, and do T Rein - 
Now in thine eye ſo fotil, once dermd ſo fair | 
In Heay'n, when at th Aﬀembly, and in ſight 
Of all the Seraphim with ther combi d Y 
In bold conſpiracy againſt Heav'ns King, 
All on a ſudden miſerable pain 
Surpris'd thee, dim thine eyes, and dizzie ſwumm 
In darkneſs, while thy head flames thick and faſt 
Threw forth, till on che left ſide op'ning wide, 
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L ikeſt to rlice in ſhape and count nance bright, Fre 
Then ſhining heav'nly fair, a Goddeſs arm d IIA 
Out of thy head I ſprung : àmazement ſeis d JInfi 
All th-Hoſt of Heav'n ; back they recoild affraid Me 
At firſt, and call'd me Sin, and for a Sign An 
Portentous held me; but familiar grown, Jing 
I pleas'd, and with attractive graces won Ib 
The moſt averſe, thee ehiefly, who full oft ur 
Thy ſelf in me thy perfect image viewing Yan 


Becam ſt enamour'd, and fach joy thonrook'ſt 
With me in ſecret, that my wornb conceiv'd 
A growing burden. Mean'while VVarr aroſe, | 
And fields were fought in Heavn; wherein remain 
( For what could elſe) to our Almighry Foe 
Cleer Victory, to our part loſs and rout 
Through all the Empyrean : down they fell | 
Driy'n headlong from the Pitch of Heaven, down An 
Into this Deep, and in the general fall 4 

I alſo; at which time this powerful Key 
Into my hand was giv'n; with charge to keep 1 
Theſe Gates for ever flirt; which none can paſs VV 
VVithout my op'ning. Penſive here I fac | 
Alone, but long I ſat not, till my womb 
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pregnant by thee, and now exceflive grown 
¶ prodigious motion felt and rueful chroes. 

I At laſt this odious offspring whom thou ſeeſt 

Irbine own begocten, breaking violent way 

rere chrough my entrails, chat with fear and pain 
Diſtorted, all my nether ſhape thus grew | 
ATransform'd : but he my inbred ehemie 

nech iſſu d, brandiſhing his fatal Dart 

Iuade to deſtroy : I fied, and cry d out Death; 
Hell trembl'd at the hideous Name, and ſigh'd 
'YFrom all her Caves, and back reſounded Beath. 

I fled, but he purſu d (though more, it ſeems, 
Iaflam d with luſt then rage 5 and ſwiſter far, 


Mee overtook his mother all diſmaid, 

And in embraces forcible and foule 
IIngendring with me, of that tape begot 
"Theſe yelling Monſters that wi ls cry 


Surround me, as thou ſawſt, hourly conceiy'd 
And hourly born, with ſorrow infifite 
ro me, for when they liſt into the womb 
"J That bred them they return, and howle and graw 
My Bowels, thixzepaſt ,- then burſting forth 
nA freſh with-conſoious terrours vx me round, 
Irbat reſt or imermiſſion none I find. 
Before mine eyes in oppoſition ſits 
rim Death my Son and foe, who ſets them on, 
And me his Parent wonld full ſoon devour 
For want of other prey, but that he knows 
Kis end with mine involvd; and knows that 1 
bould prove à bitter Morſel, and his bane, 
vben everithat ſhall be; ſo Fate pronourc'd. 
But thou O Father, I fore warn thee, ſuͥnnn 
Inis deadly arrow; neither vainly hope 5 
ro be inyulnerable in thoſe bright tms 
d E 2 Thotgli 


From ꝑut this dark and diſmal houſe of pain, 
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Though remper'd heav'nly, for that mortal int, 2: 'of 
Save be who reigns above, none can reſiſt. 

She finiſh'd, and the ſuttle Fiend his lore | J 
Soon le arnd, now milder, and thus anſwerd ſmooth; 
Dear Daugbier, ſince thou claim ſt me for thy Sir, 
And my fair Son here ſhowſt me, the dear pledge") ſj 
Of dalliance had with thee in Heay'n,and j 49 
Then ſweet, now ſad to mention, through di y chat 
Befallg us unforeſeen, unthougbt of, know 
I come no enemie, but to ſet free 


Both him and thee, and all the heawnly Hoſt 
Of Spirits that in our juſt pretenſes arin'd 2 
Fell with us from on xa from them I'go ] 
Thi: uncouth errand fole, and one for all t 
My ſelf expoſe, with lonely ſteps to tread 5 
Th unfounded deep, and through the void immenſe 
To ſearch with wandring queſt a place foretold 1 
Should be, and, by concurring ſigns, ere now! 2 
Created vaſt and round, a place of bliſs - | 
In the Pourlieues of Heay'n, and therein plac 'S 8 
A race of upſtart; Creatures, to ſupply 

Perhaps our vacant room, though more remov d, 

Leaſt Heav'n ſurcharg'd with potent multitule 
Might hap to move new broiles : Be this or augbt 
Then this more ſecrer now delign'd, I haſte . © : 

To know, and this once known, ſhall ſoon return, 

And bring ye to the place where Thou and Death 
Shall d al eaſe, and up and down unſeen 6 
VVing i Gently the buxom Air, imbalm'd 

VVith gdours, there ye ſliall be fed and fill d 

Imine urably, all things ſhall be your prey. 

He ces d, for both ſeemd highly pleaſd, and Deal 
1 Grinnd horrible a paſty in ſmile, co hear 
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His famineſhould be fill d, and bleſt his mwe 
Deſtin d to that good hour; pd leſs reſoyc 4 
His mather bad, and thus beſpake her 8 


: re, 
th. The key of this infernal Pit by due. il b'I92::4 
re And by command of Heay'ns all-poweful King - 
keep, by him forbidden to unfock eke 
121] Theſe Adamaritine Gates; againſt all force 


Death ready ſtands to interpoſe bis dart, 
Fearleſs to le S rmarcht by livitig mige 


But what ow Ito his commands abovre 
Who hates me, And hath hither thruſt medown®: © + 
lto this gloom of Tartarus profould. 
1 To'fit in hateful Office here contin d. % 21 


Inhabitant of Hevn, and heavy nlie-born, 11 — 
Here in perpetual agonie and pain, \ 
With terrqrs and with clamors compaſst round 
ſe Of mine ow brood, that on my-bowels feed: 
Thou art my Father, thou my Author, thou 
My being ga ſt me; whom thould Iobeß 
But thee, whom follow ? thou wilt bring me ſoon 
To that new world of light and bliſs, among 
The Gods who live at eaſe, where T ſhall Reign 
At thy right hand voluptuous; as beſeme 
Thy daughter and thy darling, without ene. 
» Thus ſaying, from her ſide che fatal Key, 
Sad. inſtrument of all our woe, ſhe took 
And towards the Gate rouling her beſtial train, 
Forthwith the huge Porcullis high up drew, 
Which bur her ſelf not all the Srygian powers 
Could once have mov d; then in the key-· hole turns 
Ib intricate wards, and every Bolt and Bar 
Of maſſie Iron or ſollid Rock with eaſe 
Uuafaſt'ns: on a ſudden op 'n fie 
With impetuous recoile and jatring ſouſGed 
8 E 3 Tb in- 
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—— Thunder, that nay ue der n dn ſhook 


Of Erebus, She op'nd, but to ſñnt 
Excel'd her power; the Gates wide PR, 'n Cue 


That with extended wings a Bannerd Holt 

Under ſpread Enligns marching —.— throught 
With Horſe and Chaxiots rankt in 4 
So wide they ſtood, . like a Furnace: 

Caſt forth redoundi 


moak and ruddy.f 
Before thir eyes in rs Fog view ap 


The ſeerets'of the hoarie deep, a 
Illimitable Ocean without bound, 
Without dimenſion, where =» ATTY & hight 
And time and place are loſt z where eldeſt Night ' | 
And Chaos, Anceſtors.of Nature, hold 
Eternal Anarchie, amidſt the noiſe | 
Of endleſs Warrs, and by confuſion ſtand. 8 
For hot, cold, moiſt, and dry, four Champions fierce 
Strive here for Maiſtrie, and to Battel bring ( 
Thir.ambryoniAtorms:;: they: around the flag q 
Of each his Faction; in thir ſeveral Clanns, 7: 
Light- arm d or heavy. dm ſmooth, ſwift or flow; 
Swarm populous, unnumber d as the Sands 7 
Of Barca or Cyrens' tortid foil, 
Levied to fide with warring Winds, and poiſe 
Thir lighter wings, Te whom thefe molt adhere, 
Hee rules a moment; Chios Umpire ſits, 
And by deciſion more imbroiles the fray . 
By which he Reigns : next him high Arbiter 
Qbance, govorns all. Into this wilde Abyſs, 
The Wand of nature and perhaps her Grave, 
Of neit her Sea, nor Shore, nor Air, nor Fire, 
But all theſe in thir pregnant cauſes mint 
ders us dly, and which nen mult ever fight, 
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h Unleſs th! Almighty. Maker thgm ordain 
His dark materials.to create more: Worlds, 


Into this wild Abyſs the warie fiend; - 
Stood on the brink of Hell and look'd a while, 
Pondering. his Voyage; for no narrow frith 


He had to crofg. Nor was his eare leſs peal'd 


With noiſes loud and ruinous ( to compare 

Great things with ſmall ) then when Bellona ſtorms, 
With all her battering, Engines bent toraſe 

Som Capital City; ot leſs then if this frame 

Os: Heav'n were falling, and theſe Elements 

In mutinie had from her Axle torn 

The ſtedfaſt Earth. At laſt his Sail broad Vannes 
He ſpreads for flight, and in the ſurging ſmoak 
Uplifted ſpurns the ground, thence many a League 
As in a cloudy Chair aſcending rides 

Audacious, but that fear ſoon failing, meets 

Avaſt vacuit ie: all unawares 

Fluttring his pennons vain plumb down he drops 
Ten thouſand fadom deep, and to this hour 

Down had been falling, had not by ill chance 

The ſtrong rebuff of ſom tumultuous cloud 
Inſtinct with Eire and Nitre hurried him 


4s many miles aloft : that furie ſtay d, 
Quencht in a Boggie Syt#, neither Sea, 


| Nor good dry Land: nigh founderd on he fares, 


Treading the crude conſiſtence, half on foot, 

Half flying; behaves him now both Oare and Saile. 
As when a Gryfon through the Wilderneſs 

With winged courſe ore Hill or moarie Dale, 


Purſues the Arimaſpian, who by ſtelth 
Had from his wakeful cuſtody purloind 
The guarded Gold: So eagerly the fiend 
2F Ore bog or ſteep, through 
Vx E 


rait, rough, denſe, or rare, 
1 Wich 


With head, hands, wings or feet purſues his way, 
And ſwims or links, or wades, or creeps, or flyes; 
Ar length a univerſal hubbub wilde F 
Of ſtunning ſounds and voices all confus'd : 
Born through the hollow dark aſſaults his ere 
With loudeſt vehemence: thither he plyes, 1 
Undaunted to meet there what ever power [ 


Or Spirit of the nethermoſt Abyſs | 1 


Might in that noiſe reſide, of whom to ask 

Which way the neereſt coaſt of darkneſs lyes 2 

Bordering on light; when ſtrait behold the Throne 

Of Chaos, and his dark Pavilion ſpread | 

Wide on the waſteful Deep; with him Enthron d 

Sat Sable-veſted Night, eldeſt of things, | 

The Conſort of his Reign; ard by them ſtood . 

Orcus and Ades, and the dreaded name \ 

Of Demogorgon ; Rumor next and Chance, 

And Tumult and Confuſcon all imbroild, 

And Diſcord with a thouſand various mouths. { 
T' whom Satan turning boldly, thus. Ye Powers 

And Spirits of this nethermoſt Abyſs, 

Chaos and ancient Night, I come no Spy, 

With purpoſe to explore or to diſturb 

The ſecrets of your Realm, but by. conſtraint 

Wandring this darkſome Deſart, as my way, 

Lies through your ſpacious Empire up to light, 

Alone, and without guide, half loſt, I ſeek + 


What readieſt path leads where your gloomie bounds: 


Confine with Heay'n , or if ſom other place 

From yqur Dominion won, th Ethereal King 

Poſſeſſes lately, ibither to arrive i 

I travel this profound, direct my courſe; 0 
irected no mean recompence it brings ; = i 


Fo your bchoof, if I that Region loft, * 
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Al uſurpation thence expell d, reduce 
Jo her original darkneſs and your ſway 
(which is my preſent journey) and once more 
Erect the Standard there of ancient Night; 
ours be th advantage all, mine the revenge. 
Thus Satan; and him thus the Anarch old 
with faultring ſpeech and viſage incompos d 
Anſwer' d. I know thee, ſtranger, who thou art, 
That. mighty leading Angel, who of late 
Made head againſt Heav'ns King, though overthrown, 
aw and heard, for ſuch a numerous Hoſt 
Hied not in ſilence through the frighted deep 
VVith ruin upon ruin, rout on rout, | 
' F Confuſion worſe confounded , and Heav'n Gates 
Pourd out by millions her victorious Bands 
\ F Purſuing. I upon my Frontieres here 


. 
7 


Keep relidence; if all I can will ſerve, 
That little which is left ſo to defend, 
Encroacht on {till through our inteſtine broiles 
Vweakning the Scepter of old Night: firſt Hell 
Yoar dungeon ſtretching far and wide beneath; 
Now lately Heaven and Earth, another V Vorld 
Hang ore my Realm, link'd in a golden Chain 
o that (ide. Heay'n from whence your Legions fell: 
If that way be your walk; you have not farr ; 
do much the neerer danger; go and ſpeed; 
Havock and ſpoil and ruin are my gain. 
J He ceas d; and Satan ſtaid not to reply, 
But glad that now his Sea ſhould find a ſhore, 
VVith freſh alacritie and force rene wd 
Fprings upward like a Pyramid of fire 
Into the wilde expanſe, and through the ſhock 
Of fighting Elements, on all fide; round 
Exviron d wins his way; harder beſet 
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And more endanger d, then when Argo paſs'd | 
Through Bo — — : 
Or whenUlyſſes on the Larbord ſhunnd 
Charybdis, and by th other whirlpool ſteard. 
So he with difficulty and lahour hard 
Mov d on, with difficulty and labour hee; 

But hee once paſt, ſoon after when man fell, 
Strange alteration! Sin and Death amain 
Following his track, fuch was the will of Heay'n, 
Par d after him abroad and beat n way 

Over the dark Abyſs, whoſe boiling Gulf 
Tamely endur'd a Bridge of wondrous length 
From Hell continu d reaching th utmoſt Orbe i 

Of this frail VVorld y by which the Spirits perverſe 
VVith eaſie intercourſe paſs to and fro 

To = or _ mortals, _ t whom 

God a Angels guard ecial grace. 

But now lat the ford — * 

Of light appears, and from the walls of Heav'n 

Shoots farr into the boſom of dim Night 

A glimmering dawn; here Nature firſt begins 

Her fardeſt verge, and Chaos to retire 

As from her outmoſt works a brok'd foe 

Vith tumult leſs and with leſs hoſtile din, 

That Scan with leſs toil, and now with cafe 

VVaſts on the calmer wave by dubious light 1 
And like a weather - beaten Veſſel holds 1 
Gladly the Port, though Shrouds and Tackle torun 
Or in the emptier waſte, reſembling Air, 1 
VVeighs his ſpread wings, at leaſure to behold . 
Farr off th Empyreal Heav'n, extended wide HH 
In circuit, underermind ſquare or round, * 
© VVith Opal Towrs and Battlements adorn'd 
Of living Saphire, once his native Scat; 
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And faſt by hanging in a golden Chain 
This 2 | rk a Starr 


of ſmalleſt Magnitude claſe b the Moan. - 
4 fraught with miſthſevous revenge, 
A ceeurſt, and in #curſed hour he hies. 
le - : 


2 The End of the Second Book. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


God ſuting on his Throne ſees Satan flying towards thit 
world; then newly created 3 ſhews. him te the Sen 
who'.ſat at his right hand; foretells the 1 f. s of 
Satan in perverting manksmd; clears his own 7uſtict 
and Wiſdom from all imputation , having created 
Man free and able enough to have withſtood bis Tem- 
ter; yet declares bis purpoſe of grace towards him, in 
regard he fell not of bis amn malice, as did Satan; 
by him ſeduct. The Son of God renders praiſes 
bis Father for the manifeſtation of his gracious pure 
poſe towards Man; but God again declares, tha 
Grace cannot be extended towards Man without tl 
ſatisfattion of divine Juſtice ; Man bath offenat 
the majeſty of God by aſpiring to God-head, and then 
fore with all his Progeny devoted to death muſt df 
wnleſs ſome one can be found ſufficient to anſwer I 
_ bis offence, and undergo his Puniſhment. Son 
: ou fi reely offers himſelf a Ranſome for Man: # 
Fatt 
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Father accepts him, ordains his incarnation, pronoun- 
tes bis exaltation above all Names in Heaven and 
2 1 all the * gels to adore him ; 
th „ ana hymning to thir in full Quire, 
ger oo the Father and the Son. he ok 
tan alights upon the bare Convex of this Worlds onter- 
moſt Orb; where wandring he firſt finds a place 
ſince call'd The Lymbo of Vanity; what perſons and 
things fly up thither ; thence comes to the Gate 

Heaven, deſcrib d aſcending by ftaires, and the wa- 
ters above the Firmament that about it His 
18 thence to the Orb of thr Sun; he finds there 
Uriel the Regient of that Orb, but firi# changes 
bimſelf into the ſhape of a meaner Angel; and pre- 


' tending a zealous defire to behold the new Creation 


and Man whom God had plac't here, inquires ef bim 
the place of his habitation, and is directed; alights 
fir ſt on Mount Niphates. | 


Or of th' Eternal Coeternal beam 
May I expreſs thee unblam dꝰ ſince God 
| is light, 5 


H': holy Light, ofspring of Heay'n firſt-born, 


And never but in unapproached light 
-  Dwelt from Eternitie, dwelt then in thee, 
Bright efluence of bright eſſence increate. 

Or hear ſt thou rather pure Ethereal ſtream, 
Whoſe Fountain who ſhall tell? before the Sun, 
Before the Heavens thou wert, and at the voice 
Of God, as with a Mantle didſt inveſt 
The riſing world of waters dark and deep, 
Won from the void and formleſs infinite. 
Thee I re-vilit now with bolder wing, 
Eſcap't the Stygian Pool, though long detain'd 


In 


In that obſcureſojourn, while in my flight 
h utter and through midd 


Throug 


With other notes then to th O 
I ſung of Chaos and Eternal Night, 

Taught by the heav'aly Mule to venture down 
The dark deſcent, and up to reaſcend, | 
Though hard and rate: thee Lreviſir ſafe, 
And feel thy ſovran vital Lamp; but thou 
Reviſit ſt not theſe eyes, that rowle in vain 

To find thy piercing ray, and find no dawn ; 
So thick a drop ſerene bath quencht thir Orbs, 
Or dim fuffulion veild. Tet not the more 
Ceaſe Ito wander where the Muſes haunt 
Cleer Spring, or ſnadie Grove, or Sunnie Hill, 
Smit with the love of ſacred Song; but chief 
Thee Sion and the flowrie Brooks beneath 
That waſh thy hallowd feet, and warbling flow, 
Nightly I viſit: nor ſomtimes forget 

(Thoſe other two equal'd with me in Fate, 

So were I equal d with them im renown, 

Blind Thanyris and blind Auoni des, 

And Tireſias and Phineus Prophets old. 

Then feed on thoughts, that voluntarie move 
Harmonious numbers; as the wakeful Bird 
Sings darkling, and in ſhadieft Oovert hid 
Tunes her nocturnal Note. Thus with the Year 
Seaſons return, but not to me returns 
Day, or the ſweer approach of Ev'n or Morn, 
Or light of vernal bloom, or Summers Roſe, 
Or flocks, or heards, or human face divine ; 
But cloud in ſtead, and ever-during dark 
Surrounds me, from the chearful wayes of men 
Cut off, and for the Book of knowledg fair 
Preſented with a Univerſal blanc 
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ok Natures works to mee expung d and ras d. 


And wiſdome at one entrance quite ſhat our. 
So much the rather thou Celeſtial light - 
Shine inward, and the mind through all her powers 
Irradiate, there plant eyes, all miſt from thence 
Purge and diſperſe, that I may ſee and tell 
Of things inviſible to mortal ſight. 

Now had the Almighty Father from above, 
From the pure Empyrean where he ſits 
High Thron d above all highth, bent down his eye, 
His own works and their works at once to view : 
About him all the Sanctities of Heaven 


Stood thick as Starrs, and from his ſight receiv d 


Beatitude paſt utteranee; on bis right 
The radiant image of his Glory far, 


His onely Son, On Earth he firſt beheld 


Our two firſt Parents, yet che onely two 

Of mankind, in the happie Garden plac't, 
Reaping immortal fruits of joy and love, 
Uninterrupted joy, unrivald love 

In bliſsful ſolitude , he then ſurvey d 

Hell and the Gulf between, and Satan there 
Coafting the wall of Heav'n on this ſide Night 
In'the dun Air ſublime, and ready now 


Toſtoop with weatied wings, and willing feet 


1 On the bare outlide of this World, that ſeem d 
Firm land ĩmboſom d without Firmament, 
F Uncertain which, in Ocean or in Air. 


Him God beholding from his proſpect high, 

Wherein paſt, pttfent, future he beholds, 

Thus to hisonely Son foreſceing fpake. 
Onely begotten Son, ſeeſt thou what rage 


Tranſports our adverſarie, whom no bounds 


; bref Ab d, no 'batrs of Hell; nor all the chains 


| 
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Heapt 
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on him there, nor yet the main Abyſs 
Wide interrupt can hold ; ſo bent he ſeems 
On deſparate reveng, that ſhall redound 
Upon bis own rebellious head. And now 
ugh all re{traint broke looſe he wa his way 
Not farr off Heav 'n, in the Precincts of light, 
Directly towards the new created World, * 
And Man there plac't, with purpoſe to aſſay 
If him by force he can deſtroy, or worſe, 4 
By ſome falſe guile pervert , and ſhall pervert 1 
For man will hark 'n to his glozing lyes, f 
And eaſily tranſgreſs: the ſole Command, 
Sole pledge of his obedience: So will fall, 
Hee and his faichleſs Progenie ; whoſe fault? 
Whoſe but his own ? ingrate, he had of mee 
All he could have; I made him juſt and right, 
Sufficient io have ſtood, though free to fall. 
Such I created all th Ethereal Powers * 
And Spirits, both them who ſtood and them who faild; 
Freely they ſtood who ſtood, and fell who felIl.1 
Not free, what proof could they have givn ſincere 
Of true allegiance, conſtant Faith or Love, | 
Where onely what they needs muſt do, appeard, 
Not what they would? what praiſe could they res 
What pleaſure I from ſuch obedience paid, (cęive 
When Will and Reaſon ( Reaſon alſo is choice) C 
Uſeleſs and vain, of freedom both deſpoild, * 
Made paſſive both, had ſervd neceſlitie, | 
Not mee. They therefore as to right belongd, 
So were created, nor can j uſtly — ' 
Thir maker, or thir making, or thir Fate, 4 
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As if predeſtination over-rui'd- 100 
' Thir will, diſpos d by abſolute Decree _ 
Or high forcknowledge ; they themſelves — Fe 


Thif 


Thir own revolt, not I: if I foreknew, 'T 
Foreknowledge had no influence on their fault, 
which had no leſs prov d certain unſore known. ö 
so without leaſt impulſe or ſhadow of Fate, 
or aught by me immutablie foreſeen, 
They treſpaſs, Authors to themſelves in al! 
Both what they judge and whatthey chooſe ; for o 

Iformd them free, and free they muſt remain, 
Till they enthrall themiſelves: elſe muſt change 
ir nature, and revoke the high Decree - | * 
1 Unchangeable, Eternal, which. ordaind 1 
hir freedom, they themſelvesordain dithir fall. 
The: firſt ſort by thir own ſuggeſtion fell, 
Self-ternpred, ſelf-deprav'd : Man falls deceiv' 4 2 

By the other firſt: Man therefore ſhall find grace} 

7 e other none: in Mercy and Juſtice both, 

| Through Heav'nand Earth, fosſhall my glorie excel, 
But Mercy firſt and laſt ſhall brighteſt Rf ſhine: . = 
Thus while God ſpake, ambrolial fragrancefilt'd 
All Heav'n, and-in the e bleſſed Spirits glee - v7 14 
Senſe of new j joy ineffable did: 
Beyond compare the Son of God was ſeen 
Moſt glorious; in him all his Father ſhon - © | 323 
Subſtantially expreſs'd, and in bis face ; 
'Divine compaſſion vilibly appeerd; 

Love withour end, and without meaſure Grace; 
Which uttering thus he to his Father ſpake. 

O Father, gracious was that word which clos'd © 
Thy ſovran ſentence, that Man ſhould find grace; 1 
For whicli both Heay'n and Earth ſhall high extolt | 
F thy: raiſes, with-th' innumerable ſound ad 

ymns and ſacred Songs, whetewirh thy Throne 
Don als'd ſhall reſound thee ever bleſt. 
ef oil Man finally be ws ſhould Man 


Thy 
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Thy creature late ſo low d, thy youngeſt Son 
Fall cirtumvented thus by fraud, though joynd 
With his own folly ? that be from thee farr, 
That farr be from thee, Father, who art Judg 1 
Of all things made, and judgeſt onely right. 4 
Or ſhall the Adverſarie thus obtain | 
His end, and fruſtrate thine, ſhall he fulfill J 
His malice, and thy good neſs bring to naught, 
Or proud return though to his heavier doom, 
Vet with revenge accompliſh't and to Hell f 
Draw after him the whole Race of mankind, 
By him cortupted t or wilt thou thy ſelf | 
Aboliſh thy Creation, and unmake, | 
For him, what for:thy glorie thou haſt made? 
So Mould thy goodneſs and thy greatneſs both 7 
Be queſtiond and blaſpheam d without defence. 
Ho whom the great Creatour thus reply d. 
O Son, in whom my Sbul hath chief delight, 
Son of my boſom, Son who art alone 

= word, my wiſdom, and effectual might. 
All haſt thou ſpok h as my thoughts are, all 
As my Eternal purpoſe hath decreed: . 
Man ſhall not quite be loſt, but ſav d who will, 
Yet not of will in him, but grace in me 

Freely voutſaft; once more I will renew 

His lapſed; powers, though forfeit and enthralld 
By ſin to foul exorbitant deſires; 
Upheldiby me, yet once more he ſhall ſtand 
On even ground agaiaſt his mortal foe, 

By me upheld, that he may know how frail 
Hs fall'n condition is, and to me ow 

All his dehiv'rance, and to none but me. 
Some I have choſen of. peculiar grace 

Elect above the reſt; ſo is my will ; 
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| reſt ſhall hear me call, and oft he warnd 
beimes " 


Thir (i e 
Th' incenſed Deni 
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Invites ; f wall, 
What may 
To pray, regen — . — | 
ToPrayer, rggemance, andobedience due, 
Though but endevord wich ſincere inten, 
Mine car ſuall am be Now, mine tye-nor-fhur: | 
And J will plzegwithin them as d guide 


My Ump pire Conſeicnee, whom: i thay will — 


x Lichr after light —.— us d — — —— 


And to the end, pe 


- 3 


They who negleg and ſcorpy — a 
But hard be hard nd, blind he 7 35: 28. nb 
That they ma ien anal decpen fall; b oba! 

And none Er deb him mere In αον . a 1 
But yet all is not dem Map Aebeyünge co ,157 | 
Diſloyal breaks his fealtie; a Nn 2 


Againſt the bi ' |; molog yl 4 
Affecting God- head und oolng 3 71221 
Jo expiate hisſl ſon dcn kei. tzld 11247 
But to deſt ion, ſatred anch deuosc: Seid 10011 
He with hi le poiteritie muſt dye, 1 e 91.2 
Dye hee or Juſtiqe muſt; unleſ for bin * 


Som other able, and as wil Er 0. Lacht 
The — ſatis/a Gion, death fer death. 17 


85 eav'nly — where ſhall we and duchiore. 
Which of ye will be mortal to redcem g 77 

Mans mortal crime, and juſt th unjuſt ode, 210 
IDwels in all Heaven charitie ſo deare ꝰ It 10: 
. He ask'd, but all the Heavinly/Quire ſtood: mute, 
ag 
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Patron oi Interceſſor none a ; 
Much leſs that durſt upon * ü nd 
The deadly forfeiture, and ranſom ſet. 1 
And now without redemption all mankind | 
Muſt have bin loſt, adju gd to Death and Hell v4 
By doom ſevete, had not the don of Gd. 1 
In — the fulneſtid wels of love dine, | E 
His deareſt mediativnthus renewd 
Father, thy word is paſt; man part 
And ſhall grace not find means, that finds * lia 
The ſpeedieſt of thy winged meſſengers, Cl 


To vilit all thy ertatures: and to ali! 
Comes unprevented; uniwplor d, unſor gle; þ 
Happie for man, ſo'c be ber u; 
Can neyer ſeek once 10 ſins role; ** 
Attonement for himſelf or ering: 44 
Indebted and undon;/ lth none to 


Behold — for: him; lie 1 
I offer, on mee: let dbine fa * 
Account mee man; J for his fake will wave: "9 
Thy boſom, aud this glorienexrtectliee* 7 
Freely put off, and for hum laſtiy dee 
Well vleard on me ler Death wreck all his rage; : 
Under his loomie power I ſhall not lot | 

Lie eanquiler, thou haſt givn me to bee 
Life in my ſelf for ever, by thee I hVe, bn 
Though now to Death Lyield; and am his due 
All that of me cantie, yet that debt paid, 
Thou Wit not leave me in the boethlom gerte 
His prey, nor ſuffer my unſpotted Soule 1 
For ever with corruption there to dwelb; 
But ſhall riſe Victorious, and ſubdue — 
iſher, ſpoild of his vanted ſpoile; 4 L | 
Death his deaths wound ſhall then receive And 
Inglorious, of his mortall King diſarm d. 
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I 1 through the atuple Air in Triumph thigh? . -. > . - 
Shall lead Hell Captive maugre'Hell, and ſhowy... 1 
i} The powers of darkneſs bound. Thon at theight: 
If pleas'd, out of Heaven ſhalt look down and ſmilg, 
4 While by thee rais d I ruin all my Foes, 7 
Th Death la, and with his Carcaſsglurtbe Grave; ,, 
"| Then with the multitude of my red emed 
Shall enter Heaven long abſent, and returne, 
Father, to ſee thy face, wherein no cloud , 
Jof anger ſhall remain, but peace aſſur d, 
And reconcilement; wrauth ſhall be no more 
Thenceforth, but in thy preſence. Joy entire. 

His words here ended, but his meek aſpect 
Silent yer ſpake, and breath d immortal love 
To mortal men, above which only ſhon 
Filial obedience : as a ſacriſice 
Glad to be offer d; he attends the will 
Of his great Father. Admiration ſeis d 
All Heay'n, what this might mean, and whither tend 
„ Wondring , but ſoon th Alcaighty thus reply d: 
O thou in Heav'n and Earth the only peace 
Found out for mankind under wrauth, O thou 
of My ſole complacence ! well thou know'kt how dear, 
Lo me are all my works, nor Man the leaſt 
”F Though laſt created, that for him I ſpare 
Thee from my boſom and right hand, to ſave, 
By looling thee a while, the whole Race loſt. 
Thou therefore whom thou only canſt redeem, 
hir Nature alſo to thy Nature joyn; 
And be thy ſelf Man among men on Earth, 
Made fleſh, when time al ,of Virgin ſeed, 
By wondrous birth: Be thou in Adams room 
The Head of all mankind, though Adams Son. 
As in him periſh all men, ſo in thee 
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As from a ſecotid xD hall be reſtor'd; ,. 
As maity'at are reli d, without thee none 
His crime makes 1 Sons, thy merit 
Impiited ſhall abſolve xhe m who renounce -- 
Tbhir own both ri te dus and unrighteous deeds, 
And live in thee tranſplanted, and from thee 
Receive new life. So Man, as is moſt juſt, 
Shall ſatisfie for Man, be judg'd and die, 

And dying riſe, and riſing with him raiſe 

His Brethren, ranſomd with his on dear life, 
So Heay'nly love ſhall outdoo Helliſſi hate 
Giving to death, and dying to redeeme, 

So dearly to redeem what Helliſn hate 

So eaſily deftroy'd, and ſtill deſtroyes 

In thoſe who, when they may, accept not grace. 
Nor ſhalt thou by deſcending to aſſume 

Mans Nature, leſs'n or degrade thine owne. 
Becauſe thou haſt, thotigh Thron d in higheR bliſs 
Equal to God, and equally enjoying 

 God-like- fruition, quitred all ro ſave 

A World from utter loſs, and haſt been found 
By Merit more then Birthright Son of God, 
Found worthieſt to be ſo by being Good, 

Farr more then Great or High; becauſe in thee 
Love hath abontifed more then Glory abounds, 
Therefore thy Humiliation ſhall mk 

With thee thy Manhood alfo to this Throne, 
Here ſhalt thou ſit incarnate, here ſhalt Reign 
Both God and Man, Son both of God and Man, 
Anointed piiverſal King, all Power 

J give thee, reign for ever, and aſſume 

Thy Merits ; under thee as Head Supream 


Thrones, Princedoms, Powers, Dominions I reduce: 


All knees to thee ſhall bow, of them that bide 
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In Heaven, or Earth, or under Earth in Hel! 
When thou attended gloriouſſy from Heay'n - * 
Shalt in the Sky appeer, and from thee ſend 
The ſummoning Arch-Angels to proclaime 1.0 
Thy dread Tribunal: forthwith from all Windes 
The living, and forthwith the cited dead 
Of all paſt Ages to the general Doom 
Shall haſt'n, ſuch a peal ſball rouſe thir ſleep. 
Then all thy Saints aſſembl'd, thou ſhalt judge 
Bad men and Angels, they arraignd ſhall ſink 
Beneath thy Sentence; Hell her numbers full, 
Thenceforth ſhall be for ever ſhur. Mean while 
The World ſhall burn, and from her aſhes ſpri 
New Heav'n and Earth, wherein the juſt ſhall dwell, 
And after all thir tribulations long 
See _ days, fruitful of golden deeds, 
With Joy and Love triumphing, and fair Truth, 
Then thou thy regal Scepter ſhalt lay by, 
For regal Scepter then no mor fhall need, 
God ſhall be All in All. But all ye Gods, 
Adore him, who to compaſs all this dies, 
Adore the Son, and honour him as mee. 

No ſooner had th Almighty ceas't, but all 
The multitude of Angels with a ſhout 
Loud as from numbers without number, ſweet 
As from bleſt voices, uttering joy, Heay'n rung 
With Jubilee, and loud Hoſanna's filld 
Th eternal Regions: lowly reverent 
Towards either Throne they bow, and to the ground 
With ſolemn adoration down they caſt 
Thir Crowns inwove with Amarant and Gold, 
Immortal Amarant, a Flour which once 
In Paradiſe, faſt by the Tree of IM 


Began to bloom, but ſoon for mans offence 
"wa To 
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To Heay'n remov'd where firſt it grew, there grows, H 
And flours aloft ſhadin the Fount of Life, 4 - 
And where the river of Bliſs 7 ett of Heayn, J I 
Rowlso're Eliſian Flours her Amber ſtream ; ; 
With theſ that never fade the Spirits elect 7 
Bind thir reſplendent locks inwreath'd with beams, 
Now in looſe Garlands thick thrown off, the bright 
Pavement that like a Sea of Jaſper ſhon 
Impurp]'d with Celeſtial Roſes ſmil'd, 
Then Crown'd again thir gold'n Harps they took, 
Harps ever tund, . by thir ſide 
Like Quivers hung, and with Præamble ſweet 
Of charming ſymphonie they introduce 
Thir ſacred Song, and waken raptures high; 
No voice exempt, no voice but well could, joine 
Melodious part, ſuch concord is in Heav'n. 

Thee Father firſt they ſung Omnipotent, 
Immutable, Immortal, Infinite, 
Eternal King; thee Author of all being, 
Fountain of Light, thy ſelf inviſible | 
Amidſt the glorious brightneſs where thou lir'fi 
Thron'd inacceſſible, but when thou ſhad'ſt- 
The full blaze of thy beams, and through a cloud 
Drawn round about thee like a radiant Shrine, 
Dark with exceſſive bright thy skirts appeer, 
Yer dazle Heav'n, that brighteſt Seraphim 
Approãch not, but with both wings veil thir eye, 
Thee next they ſang of all Creation firſt, 
Begotten Son, Divine Similitude, | 
In whoſe conſpicuous count'nance, without cloud 
Made viſible, th' Almighty Father ſhines, - 
Whom elſe no Creature can behold ; on thee 
Impreſst the effulggþce of his Glorie abides, 


Transfus d an thee | his ple Spiritreſts, . | 
. 1 Hee 
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Hee Heav'n of Heavens and all the Powers thereig 

By thee created, and by thee threw down | 

Th aſpiring Dominations: thou that day 

Thy Fathers dreadful Thunger didſt not * , 

Nor itop thy flaming Chariqt wheels, that ſhook 

Heav'ns everlaſting Frame, while o're the necks 

Thou droyv'it of warring Angels diſarraid. 

Back from purſuic chy Powers wich loud acclaime 

Thee only extoll'd, Son of thy Fathers might, 

To execute fierce vengeance on his foes, 

Not ſo on Man; him through their malice fall'n, 

Father of Mercie and Grace, thou didſt not doome 

So ſtrictly, but much more to pitie encline: 

No ſooner did thy dear and onely Son 

Perceive thee purpos d not to doom frail Man 

So ſtrictly, but much more to pitie enclin'd, 

He to appeaſe thy wrauth, and end the {trite 

Of Mercy and Juſtice in thy face diſcern q, 

Regardleſs of the Bliſs wherein hee far 

Second to thee, offerd himſelf to die 

For mans offence. O unexampl'd love, 

Love no where to be found leſs then Divine! 

Hail Son of God, Saviour of Men, thy Name 

Shall be che copious matter of my ＋ | 

Henceforth, and never ſhall my Harp thy praiſe 

Forget, nor from thy Fathers praiſe disjoine. 
Thus they in Heav'n, above the ſtarry Sphear, 

Thir happie hours in joy and hymning ſpent. 

Mean while upon the firm opacous Globe 

Of this round World, whoſe firſt conyex divides 

The luminous inferior Orbs, enclos'd 

From Chags and th' inroad of Darkneſs old, 


Satan alighted walks: a Globe farr off 


u ſeem d, now ſeems a boundleſs Continent | 
| Dux. 


To gorge the fleſh of 


jon ſcarce of | 
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Dark, waſte, and wild, under the frown of Night 
Starleſs expos'd, and ever-threatning ſtorms 
Of Chaos bluſtring round, inclement skie; 

Save on that ſide which from the wall of Heav'n 
Though diſtant fart ſom ſmall reflection gaines 

Of glimmering air leſs vext with tempeſt loud: 

Here walk d the Fiend at large in ſpacious field. 
As when a Vultur on [aus bred, 
Whoſe ſnowie ridge the roving Tartar bounds, 
Diſlodging from a Rep 


Prey 


Lambs or yean 


ing Kids 


On Hills where Flocks are fed flies toward the Springs 
Of Ganges or Hydaſpes, Indian ſtreams , 
But in his way lights on the barren Plaines 
Of Sericana, where Chineſes drive 
With Sails and Wind thir canie Waggons light ; 
So on this windie Sea of Land, the Fiend | 
Walk'd up and down alone bent on his prey, 
Alone, for other Creature in this place 
Living or liveleſs to be found was none, 
None yet, but ſtore hereafter from the earth 
Up hither like Aereal vapours flew 
Of all things tranſitorie and vain, when Sin 
With vanity had filld che works of men: 
Both all things vain, and all who in vain things 
Built thir fond hopes of Glorie or laſting fame, 
Or'happineſs in this or th' other life ; 

All who have thir reward on Earth, the fruits 
Of painful Superſtition and blind Zeal, 
Naught ſeeking but the praiſe of men, here find 
Fit retribution, emptie as thir deeds ; 

Allth' unaccompliſht works of Natures band, 
Abortive, monſtrous, or unkindly mixt, 
Diſſolvd on Earth, fleet hither, and id yain, 
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Till final diſſolution, wander here | 
Not in the neighbouring Moon, as ſome have dreamd; 
Thoſe argent Fields more likely habltafts; - [1 
Tranſlated Saints, or middle d pirſts hold 
Betwixt th Angelical and Human kinde: 


Hither of ill- joynd Sons and Daughters born 


Firſt from the ancient World thoſe Giants came 
With many a vain exploit, though chen renownd: 
The builders next of Babel on the Plain 

Of Sennaar, and ſtill with vain deſigue 

New Bahels, had they wherewithall, would build: 
Others came ſingle; he who to be deemd 

A God, leap'd ondly into Ærna flames, 
Empedecles, and hee who to enjoy 

Plato's Elyſium, leap'd into the Sea, 

Cleombrotus, and many more too long, 

Embryo's and Idiots, Eremits and Friers 

White, Black and Grey, with all thir trumperie, 
Here Pilgrims roam, that ftray'd fo farr to ſeek 
In Golgotha him dead, whd lives in Heav'n 

And they who to be ſure of Paradiſe 


Dying put on the weeds of Dominic; 


Or in Franciſcan think to pals diſguis'd 

They paſs the Planers ſeven, and paſs the fixt, 
And that Cryſtalline Sphear whoſe ballance weighs 
The Trepidation talkt, and that firit mov d; 

And now Saint Peter at Heav'ns Wicker ſeems 

To wait them with his Keys, and now at foot 

Of Heav'ns aſcent they lift thir Feet, when loe 

A violent croſs wind from either Coaſt 

Blows them tranſverſe ten thouſand Leagues awry 
Into the devious Air; then might ye ſee 

Cowles, Hoods and Habits with thir wearers toſt 


And flutterd into Raggs, then Reliques, Beads, 


In- 
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Indulgences, Diſpenſes; Pardens, Bulls, l 
The ſport of Winds: all theſe upwyhirld aloft 
Fly o re the backſide of the World. farr off 1 
Into a Limbo large and broad, ſince calld x1Y 
The Paradiſe of Fools, to few unknown ll - 
Long after, now-unpeopl/d, and untrod ; 4 
All this dark Globe the Fiend found as he paſs d, 
And Jong he wanderd, till at laſt a gleame 
Of dawning light turnd thither-ward in haſte 
His travell'd ftgps ; farr diſtant he deſcries 
Aſcendipg by degrees magnificent | 
Up to the wall of Heaven a Structure high, 

At top whereof, but farr more rich appeerd - 

The work as of a Kingly Palace Gate 

With Frontiſpice of Diamond and Gold 

Imbelliſhr, thick with ſparkling orient Gemmes 

The Portal ſhon, inimitable. pn Earth 

By Model, or. by ſhading Pencil drawn, 

The Stairs were ſuch as whereon Jacob ſaw 

Angels aſcending and deſcending, bands 

Of Guardians bright, when he from Eſa fled 

To Padan- Aram in the field of Luz, 

Dreaming by night under the open $kie, 

And waking crid, This is the Gate of Heav'n 

Exch Stair myſteriouſly was meant, nor ſtood 

There alwayes, but drawn up to Heav'n ſomtimes 
Viewleſs, and underneath a bright Sea flow d 
Of Jaſper, or of liquid Pearle, whereon 
Who after came from Earth, ſayling arriv d, 
Wafted by Angels, or flew o're the Lake 
Raps in a Chariot drawn by fiery Steeds. 
The Stairs were thenlet down, whether to dare 
The Fiend by eaſie aſcent, or aggravate 

His ſad excluſion from the dores of Bliſs. 


Direct 
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Direct againſt which op'nd from — of 
Juſt o re the bliſsful ſeat of Paradiſe, - 


A paſfage down to th Earth; a paſſage wide, 


Paſs'd 


Water by farr then that of after-times | 
Over Mount Stan, und, though that were large, 
Over the Promis d Land to God ſo dear, 

By which, to viſit oft thoſe happy Tribes, 

On bigh beheſts his Angets 
quent, and his eye with choice regard 
From Paas the fountof fordans Hood 

To Beerſaba, Where the Holy 
Borders on 
So wide the op 


to nd fre 


an the Arabian — f 
g. ſeemd, where bounds were ſet 


To darkneſs, ſuch 2s bound the Ocean wave. 


Sat ii from hence now. on the lower ſtair 
That ſcal'd by ſteps of 
Looks down with wonder at the ſudden view 
Of all this World at once. As 
Through dark and defart w 

br! at laſt by break 


All ni 


of Gold to Heav'n Gate 


with 


when a Scout 


peril . 
chexefull da dawne ' 


Obtains the-browof:ſome — * 


Which to his eye diſcovers unaware- 
The goodly profpe of ſome forein land 
Firſt-ſeen, or ſome renown d Metropolis 


With gliſtering Spixes and Pinnacles adornd, 


Which now the Riſing Sun guilds with his beans 
Such wonder ſeis d, hou 
The Spirit mali 


Round he ſurye 


ane; but — more en 
At ſight of all i World beheld ſo fait 
vi mdwell might; where be ſtood: A 


So high above the circlin 1 


Of Ni 


ghts exten 


from Faſſern Point } \ 
Of Zabra to che fléecie Starecharbears | 7 
rd farr off Atlantic Scas - 


gh after Heaven ſeen; 
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Beyond 


Beyond th Hyriage; then from Pole to pole 
He. views in bredth. and without lopger pauſe 
Down right inte the Worlds firſt , throws | 


His flight precipitatt. and windes with eaſe | * 
Through the pure marble Air his oblique way * 


Amongſt innumerablæ Starrs, hat ſhan - 3 
Stars Gta, but nigh hand ſeemd other Worlds, 

Or other Worlds they ſeemd, ox happy Iles, J 
Like thoſe Heſperian Gardens famid of old. 
Fortunate Fields, and. Groves and flourie Vale, 
Thrice happy Iles;bur who dine! ep there 
He ſtayd not to nquire: abo 55108 
The golden. Sun ig ſplendor, likeſt Heaven 
Allur d his eye: Thhher biscgarſe he bends 


* 


Through the calm Firmamem; > up ox done — 


By center, ox eccemric. __— 718 
Or Longitude, Nhare the 
Alooff the Conſtellations A 

Thar from his I bedly eye kee — you 
Diſpenſes Ligb ie * ; n "la 
Thir Starry gane lh nombers thay compUut!ẽe 40 
Days, montlis, & yours gowerde is al-ehearing Lamp 
Turn ſwift thing apiousmotidri, grade turnd 


By his Magneticcheam, xhat gemly warme 1 1 L 


The Univers, and to each inward part 
With gentle penetration, thaugh unfceᷣo. 
Shoots inv . gven tot deep: +; ad 
So wondr Was ſet his Katia ut. 102 3 1 
There lands t 4 "Fiend. a ſpou like which perhaps 
Aſtronomer uche Sun's luteat Orbe 105 
Through his 2 az d Optic Tube yet never fate: l 02 
The place he; 


Compar'd with aught on Earth, Medal or Stoney * 
Not all parts like, but all alike informs . 
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und beyond expreſſion bright. : 


With | 


With radiant light, as glowing Iron with fire g 
If mettal, part ſeemd Gold, part Silver cleer; 
If tone, Carbuncle moſt or Chryſolite, 

Rubie or Topaz, to the Twelve that ſhon 

In Aarons Breſt- plate, and a ftone beſides 
Imagind rather oft then elſewhere ſeen, 

That ſtone, or like to that which here below 


Philoſophers in vain fo long have ſought, 
In vain, though by thir powerful Art they binde 
Volatil Hermes, and call up unbound 


In various ſhapes old Proteus from the Sea, 
Draind through-a Limbec to his Native forme. 
What wonder then if fields and regions here 
Breathe forth Elixir pure, andRivers run 
Potable Gold; when with one vettuous touch 
Th Arch- chimie Sun ſo farr frotmus remote 
Produces with Terreſtriali Humor mit 

Here in the dark ſo many precious things 

Of colour glorious and effect ſo rare? 

Here matter new to gaze the Devil mer 
Undazl'd, farrand wide his eye commands, 

For ſight no obſtacle found here, nor ſhade, ... 
But all Sun-ſhine,'as whenhis Beams at Noon 
Culminate from th /Equator, as they now 

Shot upward ſtill direct, whence — 

Shadow from body dpaque can fall, a 

No where ſo cleer, ſharp'nd his viſual tay 
To objects diſtant farr, whereby ihe foon 
Saw within kenn a glorious Angel ſtand, 
The ſame whom 
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His back was turnd; but not his brightneſs hid; 
Of beaming ſunnieRaies; a golden viar ': 
Circl'd his Head, nor leſsthis Locks behind 
Illultrious on his Shoulders ledge with wings 


Lay 


8 Paradiſe Loſt. Book ll 
Lay Sving round; on ſom great charge imploy'd d 
He ſeemd, or fixt in cogitation deep. 
Glad was the Spirit impure as now in hope 
To find who — direct his wandring flight 
To Paradife the happie ſeat of Man, | 
His journies end and our beginning woe. | 
But firſt he caſts to change tus proper ſhape, l 
Which elſe might work him danger or delay: f 
And flow a ſtripling Cherube he appeers, #1 
Not of the prime, yet ſuch as in his face 1 
Youth ſmil'd Celeſtial, and to every Limb - ( 
Sutable grace diffus d, ſo well he feignd ; tc 
Under a Coronet. his. lowing haire 1 
11 
1 
V 
T 


In curles oneithercheek plai ; wings he worre 
Of many a colourd plume ſprinkl d with Gold, 


His habit fit for ſpeed ſuccinct, and held 


Before his decentiſteps a Silver wand. JI 
Ee drew not nigh anheard, the Augel bright; 1 JF © 
Ere he drew nigtiʒ his radiant viſage turn, r 
Admoniſht by his ear, and ſtrait was known 1 
Th Arch- Angel Cielʒ one of the ſeav'n A 
Who in Gods preſence, neereſt to his Throne In 
Stand ready at: command, and are his Eyes 3 10 
That run through all the Heav is, or down to th Eärti I 
Bear his ſwiſt errands over moiſt and dry, 12 || 1} 


O're Sea and Land: him Satan thus accoſte 4 
Uriel, for thou of thoſe ſeay'n Spirits that ſtand IR, 
In light of God'shigh Throne, gloriouſſy bright | W 


The firſt art wont his great authentic will. Ur 
Interpreter through higheſt Heav'n to bring, I 
Where all bis Sons thy Embaſſie attend; I wi 
And here art likelieſt by ſupreath decree = by 
Like honotr to obtain, and as his Eye a 
To viſit oft this new Creation rennt, 4 


1. 


Wok fl. Paradiſe Loft, 
Unſpea kableatefitero fee, and know = 
All theſei@notidevus works) but chiefly. Mat." * 
His chief delight' and' favour, him for whom 
All theſe his Works ſo wondrous he ordaind, 
Hath broug ht me from the Wes of Cherubim 
Alone thus — Brigh Gp tell 
In which of altcheſeſhining Orbes hath Man f 
His fixed ſeat]: 08 xed! ſeat hath none, 
© But all theſe: Orbes his choice to dwell; 
That I may find him, and wittt ſecret gaze, 
Or open admirarion him behold - 
On hom the great Creator Hath beltowd 
I Worlds, and on whom hat Mtheſe graces _ 5 
\ | That both an im and alt thing u ub is meet, 
- | The Univerſal Maker we may praife ; _ 
Who juſtly, Bark! rivn-out bis Rebel] Go 
To deepeſi Hell, and to repair that loſs 3 
Created this ne happie Race of Men a 
To ſerve himthetter : wiſe ate alf his waye :. 
So ſpaks the ſalſe diſſembier unpercei d, 
For neither Man not Angel can diſcern 
- | Hypocrilie, he odely evit chr walks 
+ | Javilible, except u God alone; an 
By his permiſſtye will, through Heav'n and Nai 
And oft — nk: ;ſuſpicion ſleeps © ** 
At wiſdoms Gate; and to ſimplicitſe | 
Reſigns. her charge, while goodneſs thinks no ill 
Where no ill feems : Which now for once beguifd. 
Uriel, though Regent of rhe Sun; and held 
Ie ſharpeſt ſighted Spirit of all in'Heay'n ; 7 
Is to the fraudulent Impoſtor foule a 
I bis uprightneſs anſwer thus returnd. wy 
6. Rir Angel; thy deſire which tends to know 


12 the works of God, * to glorifie 
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Tbehteat work-Maiſter, leads to d eq 
That 15 a hut rather merits praiſe L 
The morg ems exceſs, that led chee hither 
From th real Manſon thas alone, 
To wirneſs with thing « — —— 
Contented with report 
For wonderful — you all i rm dy $3 1 
err to 3 „and — to be all i. 
Had in remembrance a a whlelight 4 vs 
But what created mind van 1 q 
Thir number, or the wiſdom ininite 
That brought them forth, but bid thir canſes deep. 4 
I when at bis Word the formleſs Nass. 
This worlds material, mould, came to a heap + 'T 
Confu 7755 heard bis y 10 — wüde eber 2111 
Stood rul d, ſtood afinicude coplin'd;; 77 
Till at bis a og darkacks del. | i . 
Light ſhon, and ord eee eee TH 5 
Swift to Fa ſeveral va taſked then ; 
The cumbrays ee Earth, Rood; Aire, Fire, | | 
And this Ethereal quinteſſenee of Heav'n 1 
Flew upward, ſpig rad wich rr arion: forms, . i.1 
That rowld orbicular, and.turhd to Starrs ial 2 
Numberleſs as thou ſeeſt, and how they! move; 
Each had bis place appointed, each his caurſe, 
The reſt in circuit walles this Univerſe: . l 
Look downward on that Globe whoſehither-ſide 1 
With light from hence, though but reflected, ſhines! 
Thar place is Earth the ſeat of Mas; that light 5 
His day, which elle as th' other Hemiſpbere 
Night would invade. but there the neighbouring Moch 
(So call that oppoſite fair Starr) her aide 16 
Timely interpoſes, and her mombly round Wo 
S:ill _ ſtill renewing, through mid Heay'n 7010 | 
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q- With borrowd light her countenance triform 
| and th Earth, 


Thy way thoticanſt not mils me mine r auires; 


b be porn, 064 Long low, __ 
As to ſuperior Spirits is wont in Heaven, 


Where honour dye and e none neglects, 
Took leave, and — the e 
Down from th Ecliptic, ſped with hop d ſucceſs, 
Throws his ſteep flight in many an Rerie wheele; 
Nor Raid, till on Niphates top he 2 with 
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THE ARGuMENT. 


Satan now in proſpect of Eden, and nigh the place where 
he muſt now attempt the bold enterprize which he an. 
Ars ol alone againſt God and Man, falls into many 
doubts with himſelf, and many paſſions, fear, envy, 
and deſpare; but at length confirms himſelf in euil, 
journeys on to Paradiſe, whoſe outward proſpect and 
ſcituation is diſcribed, overleaps the bounds, ſits itt 
tbe hag 4 Cormorant on the Tree of life, as bigh- 
eſt in the Garden to look about him. * The Garden db 
ſerib d; Satans firſt ſight of Adam and Eve; bit 
wonder at thir excellent form and happy ſtate, but 
with reſolution to work thir fall; overhears thir dife 
courſe, thence gathers that the Tree of knowledue 
4vas_ forbidden them to eat of, under penalty of death 
and thereon intends to found his Temptation, by ſee 
ducing them to tranſpreſs : then leaves them 


means. Mean while Uriel 1 on 4 Sun- bea 
vn, Gabriel, who had in charge the Gate of Par 
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while, to know further of thir ſtate by ſome ot 
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* e, that ſome evil ſpirit had nſcap d th 4 
4 22 aon by bis 2 in therſhape of a gerd 
ee dem to Paradiſe, diſcoucner after by buy fe 
Th gefturexinthe Mount. Gabriel promiſes to: Syd joins 


wn | ere morning.” Nigbt coming vn, Adam a 
17 diſcourſe of: going to thir t © thir Bomwerragſcriba; 
ir ſec worſbip. Gabriel drawing forth hy 
þ .'Bands of Night-watch to walk the round of, Paradiſe, 
I. 2 mol ſtrang Angels to, Adams Baan deaf 
i the evill ſpirit ſhould be rherd ? deing ſore Harm to 
Adam or.. Eve: ſleeping ; there they find im at. dbx 
ec Eve, tempting her in a dream, and bring Am 
of though unwilling, to Gabriel; by- whom que(tion's, 
he ſcornfully anſwers, prepares reſiſtance, but hinder d 

by a Sign from Heaven, flies ont of Paradiſe: 


For that warning voice, which be who ſaw: 
Th' Apocalyps, beard cry in Heaven aloud. 
Then when the Dragon, put to ſecond rom, 
Came furious down to be reveng d on men, 
Wo to the inhabitants on Earth ! that now, ih 
While time was, our firſt-Parents: had bin warnßd 
The coming of thir ſecret foe, and ſcap'd WIT 
Haply ſo fcap'd his mortal ſnare ;- for no mw. 
Satan, now firſt inflam'd with rage, camedown, 
The Tempter ere th Accuſer of man- kind, 
To wreck on innocent frail man his loſs 
Of that Gr Barttel, and his flight to Hell; 
| Yet not xeſoycing in his ſpeed, though bold, 
Far off and fearleſs, nor with cauſe to boaſt, - 
Begins his dire attempt, which nigh the birth 
Now rowling, boiles in histumyltuous breſt, 
And like adevilliſh Engine back recoiles 
Upon himſelf; horror and doubt diſtract 
1 . G 3 His 
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u tk and from the bottom ſtirr 
Tet \for ik be Hell 
Over DN 
0 [1 in can 
ok place: Now conſcience. wales deſpair 
wakes the bitter memo! 
upd, wikes the bore at mi 24 
Worſe; of worſe deeds worſe ſufferings niuſt enſue, 
Sothetinies towurdb Eder which now in his vier 
Lay pleaſant, his grievd look he Exes fad, 
Sons rp Head n and e full-blazing zun, 
Whird n rating, his Meridian Towre : 
_ — thus in eigen. 
chou that with 7 ſurpaſſing Glory ctownd, 
* fi from thy ſole Dominion le l the God 
Of this new World; at whoſe fight all the Stars 
Hide thir diminiſnt heads; to thee I call, 
But with no friendly voice, and add thy. name | 
O Sun, to tell cher how-I Hare thy beams 
Thi bring to my remembrance from what ſtate 
I fell, how gloridus once above thy Spheare; 
Till Pride and worſe —— threw me down 
Warring in Heay'n: ſt Heav'ns matchleſs King: 
Ah whoefore ! he: — no ſuch return 
From fe “-m he created what I was ̃ 
In that bright'emitietice, and with his good 
Upbraided none; nor was his ſervice hard. 
What could be leſs then to afford him praiſe, * 
The eaſieſt recompence, and pay him thanks, 
How due! yet all his good prov'd ill in me, 
And wrought but malice , lifred up ſo high 
I ſdeind ſubjection, and chought one ſtep higher 
Would ſet me bigteſt, and in a moment quit 
The debt immenſe of endleſs gratitude, 
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Book IV. Paradiſe Loſt. 
So burthenſome ill paying, ſtall to ow 
Forgetful what from him I ſtall receivd, 725 
And underſtood not that a mind dad. 
By owing owes not, but ſtill pays, at once 
ir | Indebted and diſchargd; what burden then ? 
IO had his powerful Deſtiny ordaind 
Me ſome inferiour, Angel, I had ſtood 
Then happie ; no unbounded hope had rais'd 
Ambition. Vet why not? ſom other Power 
As great might have aſpir d, and me though mean 
Drawn to his part; but other Powers as great 
Fell not, but ſtand unſhak'n, from within 
r from without, to all temptationsarm'd. 
Hadſt thou the ſame free Will and Power to ſtand? 
Thou hadſt : whom haſt thou then or what to accuſe , 
But Heav'ns free Love dealt equally to all? 
Be then his Love accurſt, ſince love or hate, 
; To me alike, it deals eternal woe. 
'# Nay curs d be thou; ſince againſt his thy will 

Choſe freely what it now ſo juſtly rues. 

Me miſerable ! which way fhall I flie 

Infinite wrauth, and infinite deſpaire ? 
"Y Which way 1 flie is Hell; my ſelf am Hell; 
And in the loweſt deep a lower deep 
- F Still threatning to devour me opens wide, 

To which the Hell I ſuffer ſeems a Heav'n. 
O then at laſt relent: is there no place 
Left for Repentance, none for Pardon left? 
None left but by ſubmiſſion; and that word · 
Diſdain forbids me, and my dread of ſhame 
Among the ſpirits beneath, whom I ſeduc'd 
With other promiſes and other vaunts 
ben to ſubmir, boaſting I could ſubdue 
"= Th Omnipotent. Ay me. they little know 
»0 Ks G 4 _— How 
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How dearly I abide thatiboaſt fo vaine;:- 1 & -/ 


Under what torments inwardly I groan e 
While they adore me on the Throne of Hell, 
With Diadem and Scepter high advancd 4 


The lower ſtill Ifall, onely Supream al 
In miſerie ; ſuch joy Ambition findes. 0 
But ſay I could repent and could ohtaine 1 
By Act of Grace my former ſtate; how ſoon ._ .[ 
Would higth recal high thoughts, how ſoon unſay 
What feign'd ſubmiſſion: ſwore ; eaſe would recant 
Vows made in pain, as violent and void. 1 
For never can true reconcilement grow 0 
Where wounds of deadly hate have peirc'd ſo deep: 
Which would but lead me to a worſe relapſe | 
And heavier fall: ſo ſhould I purchaſe deare 
Short intermiſſion bought with double ſmart. 
This knows my puniſher; therefore as farr 
From granting hee, as I from begging peace : „ 
All hope excluded thus, behold in ſtead A 
Of us out- caſt, exil'd; his new delight, 1a 
Mankind created, and for him this World. 
So farwel Hope, and with Hope farwel Fear, 
Farwel Remorſe: all Good to me is loſt ; 
Evil be thou my Good; by thee at leaſt 
Divided Empire with Heav'ns King I hold 
By thee, and more then half perhaps will reigne; 
As Man ere long. and this new World ſhall know. 
Thus while he ſpake, each paſſion dimm'd his face 
Thrice chang d with pale, ire, envie and deſpair, 
Which marcd his borrow'd viſage, and betraid 
Him counterfet, if any eye beheid. | 
For heav'nly mindes from ſuch diſtempers foule 
Are ever cleer, Whereof hee ſoon aware, Y 
Each perturbation ſmootly'd with outward calme, 
| W — 
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Artificer of fraud; and wis the firꝑt 

That practisd falſh60d under ſuintly ſer,, 

Deep malice to coneeale, couch t with revenge: 

Yet not anough had practisd to decevve 8 

Uriel once warnd; whoſe = purſu'd him down 

The way he went, and on th Arias mount 

Saw _ ra. ho more then — befall 

Spirit of happie ſort : his geſtures fierce 

Ye markd and mad demeanour; then alone, 

As he _—_ all unobſerv d, unſeen. 

So on he fares, and to the border comes, 

Of Eden, where delicious Paradiſe, 

Now nearer, Crowns with her encloſure green, 

As with a rural mound the champain head 

Of a ſteep wilderneſs> whoſe hairie ſides 

With thicket overgrown, gotteſque and wilde, » 

Acceſs deni d, and over head up'grew | 

Infuperable highrh af loftieſt ſhade, 

Cedar, and Pine, and Firr, and branching Palm, 

A Silvan Scene, and asthe ranks aſcend 

Shade above ſhade; a woodie Theatre 

Of ſtatelieft view. Yer higher then thir tops 

The verdurous wall of paradiſe up ſprung : 

Which to our general Sire gave proſpect large 

Into his neather Empire neighbouring round. 

And higher then that Wall a circling row 

Of goodlieſt Trees loaden with faireſt Fruit, 

Bloſſoms and Fruits at once of golden hue 

Appeerd, with gay enameld colours mixt : 

On.which the Sun more glad impreſs d his beams _ 

Thenin fair Evening Cloud, or humid Bow, | 

M hen God hath ſhowrd the earth; ſo lovely ſeemd 

That Lantskip : And of pure now purer aire 

Meets his approach, and to the heart inſpires 
| Vernal 


90 Paradiſe Loft. Book IV 
Vernal t and joy, able to drive 71 
All ory ks dir: now gentle gales 
Fanning —— wings diſpenſe 
Native perfames, and whiſper whence they ſtole 
Thoſe balmie ſpoiles, As when to them who ſaile 
— the C. of Hope, and now are paſtt 
Mozambie, off at Sea North · Eaſt windes blow. | 
Sabean Odours from the ſpicie ſhoare = f 
Of 4-abie the bleſty l l ſuch delay  . 8 
Well pleas d they ſlack thir courſe,and many a League 
Chear d with the grateful ſmell old Ocean imiles. 
So entertaind thale odorous ſwerts the Fiend = 
Who came this bane, though with them better pleafd 
Then Aſmodeus with the fiſhic fume, 
That drove him, though enamoard, from the 04 
Of Tobit, don, and with a vengeance ſent 
From Media poſt to egypt, there faſt bound. 

Now to th aſcent. of that ſteep ſavage Hill 
Satan had journied-on, penſive and ſlow ; 
But further way found none, ſo thick entwin'd, 
As one continu d brake, the undergrowth 
Of ſhrubs and tangling buſhes had perplext 
All path of Manor Beaſt that paſt that way: 
One Gate there only was, and that look d Eaſt 
On th other ſide: Which when th arch-fellon ſaw 
Due entrance he diſdaind, and in contempt, 
At one ſlight bound high over leap'd all bound 
Of Hill or higheſt Wall, and ſheer within 
Lights on his feet. As when a prowling Wolfe, 
Whom hunger drives to ſeek new haunt for prey, 
Watching where Shepherds pen thir Flocks at eve 
In hurdl d Cores amid the held ſecure, . 
Leaps o re the fence with eaſe into the Fould: ; 1 
Or as a a Thief bent to unhoord the caſh 
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1 Bobk IV. Paradiſe Loſt, or 
Of ſome rich Burgher. whoſe ſubſtantial dores, 
Ctoſs-barrd and bolted faſt, fear.no-aſlault, | 
n at the windowclimbs, or o te the tiles 
: do clomb this firſt grand Thief into Gods Fold: 
o ſince into bis Church lewd 
N. he flew, and on the Tree I 
N The middl e Tree and ihe — grew. 
ct like a Cormorant; rue Life 
I Theteby regaind, but * 2 devifing Death 
e | To them res bs liv'd ; nor — vertue thought 
I Of that life-giving Plant, but only u j 
I For proſpect, what well us d had bin the pledge 
4 | Of immoptality. So little knows 
+0" Any, but God 1 to value right 
The good before him, but petverts beſt things 
To worſt abuſe, or to thir meaneſt uſe. 
Beneath bim with new wonder now " views 
o all delight of human ſenſe expos d 
nn narrow room Natures whole wealth, yea more, 
A Heay'n on Earth, for bliſsful Paradiſc 
' | Of God the Garden was, by bim in the Eaſt 
| Of Eden planted , Eden ſtretchd her Line 
From Auran Eaſtward to the Royal Towrs 
Of great Seleucia, built by Grecian Kings, 
Or where the Sons of Eden long before 
Dweltin Telaſſar: in this pl foile 
His farr more pleafant Garden God ordaind; 
Out of the ferti] ground he caus d to grow 
All Trees of nobleſt kind for ſight, fmell, taſte; 
And all amid them ſtood the Tree of Life, 
I. High eminent, blooming Ambyofial Fruit 
Y ve getable Gold; and next to Life 
Our Beach the Tree of knowledge grew faſt by, 
4 * of Good bought dear by —_ ill. 4 
' out 


gx: Paradiſe Loſt. Book I 1 
Southward through Eden went a River large, 
Nor chang d his courſe, but thtough the ſhaggie hill 
Paſs'd underneath ingulfr, for God had thrown -: 1 
That Mountain as his Garden mould high rais'd | 
Upon the rapid current, which through veins 
Of porous Earth with kindly / thirſt up drawn, 
Roſe a freſh Fountain, and with many a rill 
Waterd the Garden; thence united fell | 
Down the ſteep glade, and met the neather Flood, 
Which from his darkſom paſſage now appeers, ' 
And now divided into four inain Streams, 7 
Runs divers, wandring many a famous Realme 
And Country whereof here needs no account, 
But rather to tell how, if Art could tell, 4 wil 
How from that Saphire Fount the criſped Brooks, 
Rowling on Orient Pearl and ſands of Gold, | 
VVith mazje error under pendant ſhades f 
Ran Nectar, viſiting each plant; and fed 
Flours worthy of Paradiſe which not nice Art 
In Beds and curious Knots, but Nature boon þ 
Powrd forth profuſe on Hill and Dale and Plaine, 
Both where the morning Sun firſt warmly ſmote 
The open field, and where the unpierc't ſhade | 
Imbround the noontide Bowrs: Thus was this place, 
A happy rural ſeat of. various view; ( Balme, 
Groves whoſe rich Trees wept odorou; Gumms and 
Others whoſe fruit burniſht wiel Golden Rinde 
Hung amiable, Hefperioz Fables true, 1 
If true, here only, and of delicious taſte - | 
Betwixt them Lawns, or level Downs, and Flocks + 
Graling the.tender herb, were interpos d, 4 
Or palmie hilloc, or the flourie laß J 
1 
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Of ſom irriguous Valley ſpred her ſtore, 
Flours of all hue, and without Thorn the Roſe: 
— ö Another 
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Another ſide; uinbrageons Grote and Caves 
Of coole ale — the — vine 5 
Layes forth her purple Grape, and gently creepy” | 
— mean while murmuring waters fall 
Down the ſlope hills, diſperſt, of in a Lake, 

That to the fringed Bank with Myrile crownd, 
Her chryſtal mirror holds, unite thir ſtreams. 


1 


The Birds thir q ly ;- aires, vernal aires, 
—— A of Field and grove, attune 
The tremblingleaves, while Univerſal Pan 


Knit with the Graces and the Foxrs in dance 

Led on th' Eternal Spri ng. Not that faire field  - 
Of Enna, where Proſerpin gathering flours | 

Her ſelf a fairer Pedro by's loomie Dis 

Was gatherd, which coſt Ceres all that pain 

To ſeek her through the world, nor thar ſweet Grove 
Of Daphne by Orontes, and inſpir'd 17 0, 
Caſtalian Spring, might with this Paradiſe 
Of Eden ſtrive ; nor that Nyſtian lle 

Girt with the River Triton, Where old Cham, 

Whom Gentiles Ammon call and Eybiat fout, y 

Hid Amalthea and her Florid rob n 24033 101 
Young Bacchus from his Stepdame Rhza's eye 1. 
Nor where Aba A Kings Kings this Mue Guard, n 
Mount Amara though this by ſom ſuppos d | 
True Paradiſe under the Erhiop Line 
By Nilus head, enclosd with ſhinin Rock, 

A whole days journy high, but wide remote 
From this AHrian Garden, where the Fienddddd 
Saw undelighted a delight, all kind e K 
Of living Creatures new to fight and ſtrang? : OV 
Two of far nobler ſhape erect and tall. 
Godlike ere& with native Honour clad 

In naked Ms jeſtie ſeemd Lords of all, 


1 . 


Na 8 


b Severe ee true filial 

VVhence true 1 7 in men 

Not equal, 45 thir {ex 5 equi 

For contemplation hee and valour foxmd 
For ſoftneſs hee and HAY Marge 
Hee for God — wier g 


Round from a his ragt ale 
Cluſtring, bgt not 
Shee as a vail dan ga the 1, 
Her unadorned golden d 


Disſheveld, bu in wanten ring wav d 
As the Vine cr 2 tendrils, which e 


Subjection, 
And by her . kim fon brteend, 


Yielded with coy ſubmiſſion, modeſt pride, 


And ſweer reluGantamarops delay. 
Nor thoſe myſterious. parts were then conceald, 


Then was dot guiltie (bame, diſbonekt | (ame 
Of natures warks, honor diſhonorable, 

Sin-bred, how haye ye traubl d all mankind 
With ſhews inſtead, meer ſhews of ſeeming pure, 
And baniſht from mans life his wornes with 


Simplicitie and ſpgtleſs innocence. 

So paſsd they naked on, nor ſhund the ſ 

Of God or Angel, for they thought no 1: 
So hand in hand they pulnd, the lovlieſt pair 
That ever fince in loves imbraces met, 

Adam the goodlieſt man of men ſince borne 
His * the faireſt of her Daughters Eve. 
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Under a tuſe of ſhade that on 2 green 
Stood whiſpering ſoſe; by a freſh Fountain ſide 
They ſat them down, and after uo tnore toil 
Of thir ſweet Gardning labour then ſuffic d 
To recommend coole Zephyr, an — eaſe 
More eaſie, wholſom thirſt and a 
Mdregrateful, co thir Fruits oy fell 
Nectarine Fruits which the compliant boughes 
Yielded them, fide-long as ctiry — recline 
— IS 
vonrie rinde 
Still as they chirſted Toop the brimming ſtream; 
Nor gentle purpoſe, nor ende ſmiles 
Wanted, nor youthful dalltance as beſecuns 
Fair couple, 1 Lager, 


Alone as th 
All Beaſts of, th' Earth, — Lr 10 chaſe 
In Wood or Wilderneſs, . —_ 
Sporting the Lion rampd, paw : 
— — Beats, ene Ounees; Pars, | 
— before them, th JRL 
. To make them mirth us d all his hind mere 
His Lithe Proboſeis j ddoſe the Serpent iy | 
Inſinuating, wovewith Gordian wine 
His breaded train, and of his fata guile 
Gave proof unheeded;- others on the 
Coucht, and nov fild with paſture gazing ay 
Or Bedward rumimating: for the Sun 
Decliũ d was faſting no with prone earreer 
To th Ocean dies andiin th aſcending Scale 
Of Heay'n the Starre that uſher Bre roſe + 
When Satan ſtill in gaze, as firſt: he Rood, 
Scarce:rbms at jength fad ſpeech recovetd fad. 
+ © . uhat dde bine eyes with grief — 
0 nto 
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Into our room of bliſs thus high advanct 
Creatures of other mould, eanth-bary perhaps, | 


<- 


4 

71G 
Not Spirits; yet to heav 'oly. Spirits bright ail 
Little i — whom m hguglus purſue 
With wander, and end loves liuely ſnhines T 
In them Divine reſemblance; atul ſuc grace -:0M 
The hand tbat furmd them on thir ſhape hath pourdi4 


Thank him wha puts me loath to this revenge 4 
T * 


] 

( 

] 

] 

Ah gentle pair, ye little think How nia: | * 
Your change approachess when all 1 delighrs BY £1 
Will vaniſh and deliver yr to wo 150 4 
More woe; ahemone your ale ĩs noji: of j 7 r 
Happie, but for ſo happie ill. beeurid 25h! 
Long to continue and . Haun 10 - 
Ill fenc't for Heav'n'ta keeꝑ oi ſurh i || 1 
As now is enterd j yet no wor \ 
To you whom/1.could pittie — =lh 0A | ( 
Though Ivunpitned=: League with yon _ 0 A 7 
And mutual amitie (ofſtreight, ſo-dofe,)/  : - 4 [ 
That I with yonmuſt dwell, by you wicl me 00% . 
Heneeforth; ellingha jy bet pla 10 ] 
Like this fait P zyaur 1 N 4.9 1 
Accept your Maktg work; de gate it me, 19 - 
Which I as freely givs;- Helaba unfold; i 9:11 13H þ] 4 
To entertain you. two: der Wideſt Gates ² f 
And ſend forth al her Kings 3 there will be room /- I 
Not like theſe Arco: limits to receive H 
Your numerous uſspring ; if no betrer bie. Ne b 
T 


On you whe wrong me not for him. who wrongly! 3 


And ſhould I at your harmleſa innocente 
Melt, as I doe: yet public xeaſon juſt, 1 1 1 RE 
Honour and Empire with revenge enlargd; _ - 4 
By conquering this new World, campels me no- Hl 
To do what elſe though damnd i ſhould abhorre. * * 


Book IV: Paradiſe Loſt. 97 

So ſpake the Fiend, and with neceſſitie, | 

2 | The Tyrants plea, excus d his deviliſh deeds. 

T j Then from his loftie ſtand on that high Tree 

') | Down he alights among the ſportful Herd 

T | Of thoſe fourfooted kindes, himſelf now one, 

M | Now other, as thir ſhape ſervd beſt his end 

M | Neerer to view his prey, and uneſpi'd 

A | To mark what of thir ſtate he more might learn 

By word or action markt: about them round 

0 | ALion now he ſtalkes with fierie glare, 

T | Then as a Tyger, who by chance bath ſpi d 

2 | In ſome Purlien two gentle Fawnes at play, 

{4 | Strait couches cloſe, then riſing changes oft 

His couchant watch, as one who choſe his round 

-1 | Whence ruſhing he might ſureſt ſeize them both 

A | Grip't in each paw : When Adam firſt of men 

4A | Tofirſtof women Eve thus moving ſpeech, 

al | Turnd hich all eare to hear new utterance flow. 

Sole partner and ſole part of all theſe joyes, 

C | Dearer thy ſelf then all; needs muſt the power 

7) | That made us, and for us this ample World 

T. Be infinitly good, and of his good 

4 | liberal and free as infinite, 

a1 I That rais'd us from the duſt and plac't us here 

In all this happineſs, who at his hand 

Have nothing merited, nor can performe 

24 Avght whereof hee hath need, hee who requires 

| Fromus no other ſervice then to keep 

{14 This one, this eaſie charge, of all the Trees 

I Paradiſe that bear delicious fruit 

Jo various, not to taſte that onely Tree, . 

Of knowledge, planted by the Tree of Life, 

oneer grows Death to Life, what ere Death is, 
mdreadful thing no doubt; for well thou knowſt 

of. | 3 
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God hath pronounc' it death to taſte that Tree 
The only fign of our obedience left 
Among ſo many ſignes of power and rule 
Conferrd upon us, and Dominion giv'n 
Over all other Creatures that poſſeſs 4 
Earth, Aire, and Sea. Then let us not think haßt 
Oneealie prohibition, whoenjo 1 
Free leave ſo large to all things elſe, and choice 
Unlimited of manifold delights : 
But let us ever praiſe him, and extoll 
His bountie, following our delightful task | 
To prune theſe growingPlants, and tend theſe Floutg, 
Which were it roilſom, yet with thee were ſweet. | 
To whom thus Eve replid. O thou for whom 
And from whom I was formd fleſh of thy fleſh, 
And without whom am'to no end, my Guide 
And Head, what thou haſt ſaid is juſt and right. 
For wee to him indeed all praifes owe, 
Anddaily thanks, I chiefly who enjoy 
So farr the happier Lot, enjoying thee 
Præeminent by ſo much odds, while thou 
Like conſort to thy felf canſt no where find. 
That day I oft remember, when from ſleep 
I firſt awak t, and found my ſelf. repos'd 
Under a ſhade of fours, much wondring where 
And what I was, whence thither brought, and how.” 
Not diſtant far from thence a murmuring ſound * 
Of waters ifſu'd from a Cave and ſprea 
Into a liquid Plain, then ſtood unmoy'd- 
Pure as th expanſe of Heay'n ; I thither went” 
With unexperienc't thought, and laid me downe 
On the green bank. to look into the cleer 9 
Smooth Lake, that to me ſeemd another Sie. 
As I bent dope to look, juſt oppoſite, 
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A Shape within the watry appeerd 
— to look on me, I „J ad 


It ſtarted back, hut pleas d I ſoon —. 
Pleas'd it returnd as ſoon with anſwering looks 
| Of ſympathie and love; there I had txt 
Mine eyes till now, and pin d with vain deſire, 
Had not i voice thus warnd me, VVhat thou ſeeſt, 
VVbat there thou ſeeſt fair Creature i is thy ſelf, 
VVith thee it came and goes: but follow me, 
And Iwill bring thee where no ſhadow ſtaies 
N ing, and thy ſoft imbraces, hee 
ole image thou art, him rhou ſhall enjoy 
Inſeparablie thine, to him ſhalt beare 
Moltitades like thy ſelf, and thence be call'd 
Mother of human Race : what could I doe, 
But follow ſtrair, invilibly thus led ? 
Till Ieſpid thee, fair indeed and tall, 
Under a Platari, yet methought leſs faire; 
Leſs winning ſoft, leſs a milde, 
Then that ſmooth watry i back I turnd. 
Thou following cryd'ſtaloud, Return faire Eve; 
Meni be home thoufliſt, of him thou art} 
His fleſh, his bone; to give thee being lent 
Out of my ſide to thee, neereſt my heart 
ubſtantial Life, to have thee by my fide 
I Henceforth an individual ſolace dear; 
ll He tr my Joul I ſeek thee, and thee claim 
| 40 other half : with that thy gentle hand 
{ tnine, I yielded, and from that time ſee 
| excelld by manly grace 
"And wifdotn, which alone is truly fair. 
So ſpake our general Mother, ind with eyes 
conjugal attraction unre rov d. 
Bad reader, half i ing lend 
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On our firſt Father, half her felling Breaſt 

Naked met his under the _— Gold 

Of her looſe treſſes hid: he in delight 

Both of her Beauty and ſubmiſſive Charms 

Smil'd with ſuperior Love, as 7upiter a 

On Juno ſmiles, when he impregns the Clouds 

That ſhed May Flowers; and preſs d her Matron lip 
With kiſſes pure: aſide the Devil turnd 

For envie, yet with jealous leer maligne 

Ey'd them askance, and to himſelf thus plaind. 

Sight hateful, ſight tormenting /! thus theſe two 

Imparadis't in one anothers arms 

The happier Eden, ſhall enjoy thir fill 

Of bliſs on bliſs, while I to Hell am thruſt, 
Whereneicher joy nor love, but fierce deſire, 

Among our other torments not the leaſt, 

Still unfulfill'd with pain of longing pines , 

Yet let me not forget what J have gain d 

From thir on months; all is not theirs it ſeems: 
One fatal Tree there ſtands of Knowledge call'd, 

Forbidden them to taſte : Knowledge forbidden? 

Suſpicious, reaſonleſs. Why ſhould thir Lord 

Envie them that? can it be (ig to know, 

Can it be death? and do they onely ſtand 

By Ignorance, is that thir happie ſtate, 1 

The proof of thir obedience and thir faith? 

O fiir foundation laid whereon to build 

Thir ruine! Hence I will excite thir minds 

With more deſire to know, and to reject | | 

Envious commands, invented with deligne - '  \ 

Fo keep them low whom knowledge might exalt 

Equal with Gods; aſpiring to be ſuch, F. 5 

They taſte and die: what likelier can enſue? K I 
But firſt with narrow ſearch I'muſt walk round ñ 
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This Garden, and no corner leave unſpi d; 

A chance but chance may lead where I may meer 
Some wandring Spirit of Heav'n, by Fountain fide, 
Or in thick ſhade retir'd, from him to draw | 
What further would be learnt. Live while ye may, 

Yet happie pair, enjoy, ul] I return, 

Short pleafures, for long woes are to ſucceed. 

So ſaying, his proud ſtep he ſcornful turn d, 
But with fly circumſpection, and began (roam. 
Through wood, through waſte, o're hill, ore dale his 
Mean while in utmoſt Longitude, where Heaw'n 
With Earth and Ocean meets, the ſetting Sun 
Slowly deſcended, and with right aſpect 
Againſt the eaſtern Gate of Paradiſe 
Leveld his eevning Rayes : it was a Rock 
Of Alablaſter, pild up to the Clouds, 

Conſpicuous farr, winding with one aſcent 
Acceſſible from Earth, one entrance high; 

The reſt was craggie cliff, that overbung 
Still as it roſe, impoſſible to climbe. 

Betwixt theſe rockie Pillars Gabriel ſat 

Chief of th' Angelic Guards, awaiting night; 
About him exercis'd Heroic Games | 
Th' unarmed Youth of Heav'n, but nigh at hand 
Celeſtial Armourie, Shields, Helmes, and Speares, 
Hung high with Diamond flaming, and with Gold. 
Thither came Urzel, gliding through the Eeven 
Ona Sun beam, ſwift as a ſhooting Starr 

In Autumn thwarts the night, when vapors fir'd 
Impreſs the Air, and ſhews the Mariner 

From what point of his Compals to beware 
Impetuous winds: he thus began in haſte. 

Gabriel, to thee thy courſe by Lot bath giv'n 
Charge and ſtrict watch that to * happie Place N 

| | H 3 » 
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No evil thing apptoach or enter ing 

This day at highth of Noon came to my Sphegre 

A Spi »pealons, as he ſeem?Y, to know 

More of th Almighties works, and chieſiy Man 
Gods lateſt Image: 1 deſcrib'd his way 

Bent all on ſpeed, and markt his Agric Gate; 
But in the Mount that lies from Eden North, 
Where be firſt lighted, ſoon diſcernd his looks 
Alien from Heav n, with paſſions foul obſcur'd ; 

Mine eye purſu'd him till, but under 

Loſt Gabe of him; one of the baniſht crew 

J fear, hath ventur d from —_ to raiſe 
New troubles; him thy care be to ſind. 
To whom the winged Warriour thus returnd ; 
Uriel, no wonder if thy perfer fight, 

Amid the Suns bright circle where thou ſirſt, 
See farr and wide: in at this Gate none paſs 
The vigilance here plac'r,/but ſuch as come 
Well known from Heay'n; and ſince Meridiim hour 
No Creature thence : if Spirit of other ſort. 
So minded, have oreleapt theſe earthie bounds 

On purpoſe, hard thou knowſt it to exclude 
Spiritual ſubſtance with corporeal harr. 

But if within the circuit of theſe walks, 

In whatſoever ſhape he lurk, of whom 

Thou cellſt, by morrow dawning I ſhall know. 

So promis d hee, and Uriel to his charge 
Returnd on that bright beam, whoſe point now raisd 
Bore him ſlope dowyward to the Sun now fall'n 
Beneath th Azores ; whither the prime Orb, 
Incredible how ſwift, Bad thither row1'd 
Diurnal, or this leſs volubil Earth 
By ſhorter flight to th Eaſt, had left him there 
Arraying with reflected Purple and . 


The 
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I The Clouds that on his Weſtern Throne attend: 


Now came ſtill Eevning o Twiligbt gray 
Had in her ſober Lherte things clad; 


Silence accompanied, for Beaſt and Bird, 
They to thir graſſie Couch, theſe to thir Neſts 
Were ſlunk, all but the wakeful Nightingale; 
She all night long her amorous deſcant ſung ; 
Silence was pleas d: now glow'd the Firmament 
With living Saphirs: Heſperas that led 
The ſtarrie Hoſt, rode brighteſt, till the Moon 
Riſing in clouded Majeſtie, at length 
Apparent Queen unvaild her peerleſs light, 
And ore the dark her Silver Mantle threw. 
When Adam thus to Eve: Fair Conſort, th' hour 
Of night, and all things now retir'd to reſt 
Mind us of like repoſe, ſince God hath ſet 
Labour and reſt, as day and night to men 
Succeſlive, and the timely dew of ſleep 
Now falling with ſoft ſlumbrous weight inc lines 
Our eye-lids; other Creatures all day long 
Rove idle unimploid, and leſs need reſt 
Man bath his daily work of body or mind 
Appointed, which declares his Dignitie, 
And the regard of Heay'n on all his waies ; 
While other Animals unactive range, 
And of thirdoings God takes no account. 
Io morrowere freſh Morning ſtreak the Eaſt 
With firſt approach of light, we muſt be xis n, 
And at our pleaſant labour, to reform 
Yon flourie Arbors, yonder Allies green, 
Our walk at noon, with branches overgrown, 
That mock our ſcant manuring, and require 
More hands then ours to lopthir wanton growth : 
Thoſe Hoſſoms alſo, and thoſe dropping Gumms, 
4 een That 
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That lie beſtrowne unſightly and anſmooth, - 1 

Ask riddance, if we die. tread with eaſe; | 

Mean while, as Nature wills, Night bids us reſt. 
To whom thus Eve with. perfer beauty adornxd. 

My Author and Diſpoſer, what thou bidſt | 

Unargu'd I obey , ſo God ordains, 

God is thy Law, thou mine: to know no more 

Is womafis happieſt knowledge and her praiſe. 

With thee converſing I forget all time, | 

All ſeaſons and thir change, all pleaſe alike. 

Sweet is the breath of morn, her riling ſweet, 

With charm of earlieſt Birds; pleaſant the Sun 

When firſt on this delightfal Land he ſpreads 

His orient Beams, on herb, tree, fruit, and flour, 

Gliſtring with dew ; fragrant the fertil earth 

After ſoft ſhowers ;, and ſweet the coming on 

Of grateful Ee ning milde, then ſilent Night 

With this her ſolemn Bird and this fair Moon, 

And theſe the Gemms: of Heav'n, her ſtarrie train: 

But neithef breath of Morn when ſhe aſcends 

With charm of earlieſt Birds, nor riling Sun 

On this delightful land, nor herb, fruit, floure, 

Gliſtring with dew, nor fragrance after ſhowers, 

Nor grateful Eevning mild, nor ſilent Night 

With this ber ſolemn Bird, nor walk by Moon, 

Or glittering Starr-light without thee is ſweet. 

But wherfore all nighr long ſhine theſe, for whom 

This glorious light, when ſſeep bath ſhut all eyes 2 
To whom our general Anceſtor repli d. 

Dapghter of God and Man, accompliſht Eve, | 

Thoſe have thir courſe to finiſh, round the 'Earth, 

By morrow Eevning, and from Land to Lang 

In order, though to Nations yet unborn, 

Miniſtring light prepar d, they ſer and riſe; 
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I | Leaſt total darkneſs ſhould by t regaine 
Her old poſſeſſion, and — rr e 

In Nature and all things, which theſe ſoft fires 

Not only enlighten, but with kindly heate 

Of various iafluence foment and warme, 

Temper or nouriſh, or in part ſhed down 

Thir ſtellar vertue on all kinds that grow 

On Earth, made hereby apter to receive 


perfection from the Suns more potent Ray. 
Ibeſe then, though unbeheld in deep of night, 
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Shine not in yain, nor think, though men were none, 
That heav n would want ſpectators, God want praiſe ; 


Millions of ſpiritual Creatures walk the Earth 
Unſeen, both when we wake, and when we ſlee 
All theſe with ceaſleſs praiſe his works behold 


Both day and night : how often from the ſteep 


Of echoing Hill or Thicket have we heard 
Celeſtial voices to the midnight air, 

Sole, or reſponſive each to others note 
Singing thir great Creator: oft in bands 


| 


While they keep watch, or nightly rounding walk 


With Heay'nly touch of inſtrumental ſounds 
In full harmonic number joind, thir ſongs 


Divide the night, and lift our thoughts to Heaven, 


Thus talking hand in hand alone they paſs'd 
On to thir bliſsful Bower; it was a place 
Chos'n by the ſovran Planter, when he fram d 
All things to mans delightful uſe; the roofe 
bf thickeſt covert was inwoven ſhade 
Laurel and Mirtle, and what higher grew 
Of firm and fragrant leaf; on either (ide 
| Acanthus, and each odorous buſhie ſhrub 


Vu all hues, Roſes, and Geſſamin 
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Fenc d up the verdant wall; each beauteous flour, 
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Rear d high thir floyriſht heads between, and wrought 
Moſaic ; underfoot the Violet, 

Crocys, "and Hyacinth with rich inlay 
Broiderd the ground, more colour d then with ſtone 
Of coſtlieſt Emblem: other Creature here 
Beaſt, Bird, Inſect, or Worm durſt enter none; 

Such was thir awe of Man. In ſhadie Bower 

More ſacred and ſequeſterd, thongh but feigad, 

Pan or Siluanus never ſlept, nor Nymph, 

Nor Faunms haunted. Here in cloſe receſs [ 
With Flowers, Garlands, and Greer-ſmelling Herb 
Eſpouſed Eve deckt irſt her nuptial Bed, 

And heay'nly Quires the Hymenzan ſung, 

Wha: day the genial Angel to our Sire 

Brought her in naked beaury mare adorn'd, 

More lovely then Pandora, whom the Gods | - 0. 
Endowd with allrhir-gifts, and O too like 
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In ſad event, when to the unwiſer Son I 
Of 7aphet brought by Hermes, the enſnar d 101 
Mankind with her faire looks, to be aveng d In 
On him who had ſtole Foves authentic fire. By 


Thus at thir ſhadie Lodge arriv d, both ſtood 1 5 a 
Both turnd, and under op n Skie ador d 4 
The God that made both Skie, Air, Earth and Heavu a, 
Which they beheld, the Moons reſplendent Globe 
And ſtarrie Pole: Thou alſo mad'ſt the Night, 1 
Maker Omnipotent, and thou the Day, * 
Which we in our appointed work imployd py 0 
Have finiſht happie in our mutual help bs 
And mutual love, the Crown of all our bliſs 
- Ordaind by thee, and this delicious place 
For us too large, where thy abundance wants fp. 
Partakers, and uneropt falls to the ground. + 721 
But thou haſt proimis'd from us twy]o a Race ff 
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| Thy goodneſs infinite, "6 yore rm 
bl ben we ſeek, as now, 25 rof er. 
-- | This ſaid unanimous, and other 
| Obſerving none, but adoration pure | 
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1 went; and eas d the putting off 
I Theſe 7 eſomdiſguiſes which wee wear, 

| Strait ſide by ſide were laid, nor turnd I weeng 
. | Adew from his fair Spouſe, nor Eve the Rites 
, | Myftgrious of connubial Love refus d: 
— 2 — auſterely talk 

place and 


uritie an innocence, 

| —— as impure what God declares 

| Pure, and commands to ſom, leaves free to all. 
- | Our Maker bids increaſe, who bids abſtain 
But our deſtroyer, foe to God and Man? 
Haile wedded Love, myſterious Law, true ſource 

| Of buman ofsſpring, ſole proprietie, 
In Paradiſe of all things common elſe, 
y thee adulterous luſt was driv'n from men 
51 — the beſtial herds to raunge, by thee 
Founded in Reaſon, Loyal, Juſt, and Pure, 
. Kelations dear, and all the Charities 
of Father, Son, and Brother firſt were known. 
Farr be it, that I ſhould write thee lin or blame, 
lor think thee unbeficting holieſt place, 
\berperual Fountain of Domeliic — 
Whoſe bed is undefil'd and chaſte pronounc't, ] 
24 Preſent, or paſt, as Saints and Patriarchs us d. 
MWHere Love his golden ſhafts imploies, here lights 


Att r 
Neigas here and revels not inthe bought ſmi 
— Caſual 


— — 


* 
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Caſual fruition, nor in Court Amonrs 

Mixt e, or wanton Mask, or Midnight Bal, 
Or Serenate, which the ſtary” d Lover ſings 

To bis proud fair, beſt quitted with diſdain. 
Theſe Julld by Night _ imbraceing ſlept, 
And on thir raked limbs the flourie roof 


Showrd Roles, which the Morn repair'd. Sleep on 


Bleſt pair; and O yet happieſt if ye ſeek 

No happier ſtate, and know to know no more. 
Now had night meaſur d with her ſhaddowje Cong 

Half way up Hill this vaſt Sublunar Vault, 

And from thir Ivorie Port the Cherubim 

Forth iſſuing at th accuſtomd hour ſtood armd 

To thir night watches in warlike Parade, 

When Gabriel to his next in power thus ſpake. 
Uxzzel, half theſe draw off, and coaſt the Sowh 

wit ſtricteſt watch tbeſe other wheel the North, 

Our eircuit meets full Weſt. As flame they part 

Halt wheeling to the Shield, half to the Spear. 

From theſe, two ſtrong and ſuttle Spirits he calld 

That neer him ſtood, and gave them thys in charge. 


Ithuriel and Zephon, with wingd ſpeed | 
Search —— — leave unſearcht no nog 
But chiefly where thoſe two fair Creatures Lodge, 
Now laid perhaps aſleep ſecure of harme. 
This Eevning from the Sun's decline arriv'd 
Whotells of ſom infernal Spirit ſeen 


Hitherward bent ( who could have thought >)eſeqg | 


The barrs of Hell, on errand bad no doubt: 
Such where ye find, ſeiſe faſt, and hither bring. 

So ſaying, on he led his radiant Files, 
Daz ling the Moon; theſe to the Bower dire 1 
In ſearch of whom bey ſought: him there they ic 
Squat like a Toad, cloſe at the eare of Eve; 


.*\ 
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| | aſayingby his Deviliſh art to reach 


The Organs of her Fancie, and with them foi 
— liſt, Phantaſems and Dreams, _ 


Or if, inſpiring venom, he might taint 


Th' animal Spirits that from pure blood ariſe 

Like gentle breaths from Rivers pure, thence raiſc 
At leaſt diſtemperd, diſcontented thoughts, 
Vaine hopes, vaine aimes, inordinate deſires 
Blown up with high conceits ingendring pride. 
Him thus intent Ithauriel with his Spear 
Touch d lightly; for no falſhood can endure 
Touch of Celeſtial temper, but returns 

Of force to its own likeneſs : up he ſtarts 


Diſcoverd and ſurpriz'd. As when a ſpark I 
Lights on a heap of nitrous Powder, laid 
Fit for the Tun ſom Magazin to ſtore þ 


inſt a rumord VVarr, the Smuttie graine 
VVith ſudden blaze diffus d, inflames the Aire: 
So ſtarted up in his own ſhape the Fiend. 
Back ſtept thoſe two faire Angels halfamaz'd 
do ſudden to behold the grieſlie King; 
Yet thus, unmovd with fear, accoſt him ſoon. 
Which of thoſe rebell Spirits adjudg'd to Hell 
Com'ſt thou, eſcaß d thy priſon, and transform d, 
VVhy ſatſt thou like an enemie in waite 
Here watching at the head of theſe that ſleep? 
Know ye not then ſaid Satan, filld with ſcorn, 
Know ye not mee ? ye knew me once no mate 
For you, there ſitting where ye durſt not ſoare ; 
Not to know mee argues your ſelves unknown, 
The loweſt of your throng , or if ye know, 


* VVhy ask ye, and ſuperfluous begin 
Your * 


ge, like to end as much in vain? 


Jo whom thus Zepbon, anſwering ſcorn with ſcorn. 


Think 


* 1 
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Think hot, revolted Spirit, thy Mape the ſame, 
Or utidiminiſht | — 1 
As when thou ſtoodit in Heay'n upright and pure 
That Glorie then, hen thou no more waſt good, 
Departed from rhee; and thou reſembl' now | 
Thy [in and place of doom obſcure and foule. 

But come, for thou, beſure, ſhalt give account 

To him who ſent us, whoſe charge is to keep 

This place inviolable, and thefe from harm. 

So ſpake the Cherube, and his grave rebuke 
Severe in beautie, added gra 
Invincible : t the Devil ſtood, 
And felt how awful neſs is, and aw _ 
Vertue in her ſhape how lovly, ſw, and pin'd 
His loſs ; but ehiefly to find here obſeryd ' , 
His luſtre viſibly impar'd ; yet ſeemd 7 
Undaunted; If I muſt contend; ſaid he; 

Beſt with the beſt , the Sender not rhe ſent; þ 
Or all at once; more will be wont, * 
Or leſs be loft. Thy fear, ſaid Zepbor bold, 
VVillfave us ttial what the leaſt can doe 
Single again thee wicked, and thence weak, 
replid not, overcome with rage; 
But lie a proud Sveed teind, went hautie on, 
Chaumping his iron carb$ : to ſtrive or ſlie 
He held it vain; awefrom above had quelld | 
His hears, not elſe diſmai'd. Now drew they nigh 
Juſt mer ad fool in untron tal © 
Tuſt met, and e in ron join _ 
Awaiting next command. Tins thir Chief + 
Gabriel from the Front thus calld aloud. a 

O friends, I heur rhe tread of nimble feet F 

Haſting this way, and now by glimps diſcerne 
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Irbwridl and Zephon through the ſhade, 
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And with them comes a third of Negal port, 
But faded ſplendor wan; who by his gare = 


And fierce demeanour ſeems the Prince of Hell, 


Not likely to part hence without conteſt , 

Stand firm, for in his look defiance lours. | 
He ſcarce had ended, when thoſe two approached 

And brief related whom they brought, where found, 


How buſied, in what form and poſture coucht. 


To whom with ſtern regard thus Gabriel ſpake. 
Why haſt thou, Stan, broke the bounds preſcrib'd 
To thy — and diſturbd the charge 
Of others, who approve not to tranſgreſs 
By thy example, but have power and right 
To queſtion thy bold entrance on this place; 
Imptoi'd it ſeems t violate lleep, and thoſe 
Whoſe dwelling God hath planted here in bliſs ? 

To whom thus Satan, with contemptuous brow. 
Gabriel, thou hadſt in Heav'n th' eſteem of wiſe, 

And ſuch I held thee; but ING askt 

puts me in doubt. Lives ther who loves his pain ? 
Who would not, finding way, break looſe from Hell, 
Though thither doomd ? Thou wouldſt thy ſelf, no 
And boldly venture to whatever place (doubr, 
Fartheſt from pain, where thou mightſt hope to change 
Torment with cafe, and ſooneſt recompence 

Dole with delight, which in this place I ſought ; 


4 Io thee no reaſon; who knowſt only good 


But evil haſt not tri'd : and wilt object 


His will who bound ns? let him ſurer barr 


His Iron Gates, if he intends our ſtay | 


Wn that dark demie: d ich whataves dar. 


The reſt is true, they found me where they ſay z 
But that implies not violence or harme. 
Thus he in ſcorn, The warlike Angel mov d. 


Diſdainfally half ſmiling thus repli d. 

O loſs of one in Heay'n to judge of wile, 
Since Satan fell, whom follie overthrew, 

And now returns him from his priſon ſcap't, 
Gravely in doubt whether to hold them wiſe 


Or not, who ask what boldneſs brought him hither 


Unlicenc't from his bounds in Hell preſcrib d; 
So wiſe he judges it to fly from pain 

However, and to ſcape his puniſhment. 

So judge thou ſtill, preſumptuous, till the wrauth, 
Which thou ineurr ' ſt by flying, meet thy flight 
Seavenfold, and ſcourge that wiſdom back to Hell, 
Which taught thee yet no better, that no pain 
Can equal anger infinite provok't. 
But wherefore thou alone? wherefore with thee 
Came not all Hell broke looſe? is pain to them 
Leſs pain, leſs to be fled, or thou then they 

Leſs hardie to endure? courageous Chief, 

| The firſt in flight from pain, bad'ſt thou alledgd 
To thy deſerted hoſt this cauſe of flight, 

Thou ſurely hadſt not come ſole fugitive 


To which the Fiend thus anſwerd frowning ſtern. 


Not that I leſs endure, or ſhrink from pain, 
Inſulting Angel, well thou knowſt I ſtood 
Thy fierceſt, when in Battel to thy aide 
Thy blaſting volied Thunder made all ſpeed 
And ſeconded thy elſe not dreaded Spear. 
But ſtill thy words at random, as before, 
Argue thy inexperience what behoeves 
From hard aftaies and ill ſucceſſes paſt 
A faithful Leader, not to hazard all | 
Through wayes of danger by himſelf untri'd, 
I therefore, I alone firſt undertook 
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To wing the deſolate Abyſs, and ſpie 

This new created World, whereof in Hell, 

Fame is not ſilent, here in hope to find "0 

Better abode, and my afflicted Powers 

To ſettle here on Earth, or in mid Aife; 

Though for poſſeſſion put to try once more 

What thou and thy gay Legions dare againſt ; 

Whoſe eaſier buſineſs were to ſerve thir Lord 

High up in Heav'n, with ſongs to hymne his Throne, 

And practis d diſtances to cringe, not fight. 

To whom the warriour Angel, ſoon repli'd. 

To ſay and ſtrait unſay, pretending firſt 

Wiſe to flie pain, profeſling next the Spie, 

Argues no Leader but a lyar tract, 

Satan, and couldſt thou faithful add? O name; 

O ſicred name of faithfulneſs profan d! 

Faithful to whom ? to thy rebellious crew 3 

Armie of Fiends, fit body to fit head; 

Was this your diſcipline and faith ingag'd, 

Your military obedience, to diſſolve 

Allegeance to th' acknowldg'd Power ſupream ? 

And thou ſly hypocrice, who now wouldſt ſeem 

Patron of liberty, who more then thou 

Once fawn'd, and cring d, and ſervilly ador'd 

Heav'ns awful Monarch? wherefore but in hope 

To diſpoſſeſs him, and thy ſelf ro reigne ? 

But mark what I arreede thee now, avant; 

I Hie thither whence thou fledſt: if from this houre 
Within theſe hallowd limits thou appeer, 
Back to th' infernal pit I drag thee cliaind, 

And Scale thee ſo, as henceforth not to ſcorne 

I Thefacil gates of hell too lightly barrd. 

Sg threatn d hee, but Satan to no threats 

Gaye heed, but waxing more 1 n rage repli'd. 
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Then when I am thy captive talk of chaines, +] 
Proud limitarie Chernbe, but ere then | 1 
Farr heavier load thy ſelf expe to feel 
From my preyailing arme, though Heavens King 
Ride on thy wings, and thou with thy Compeers, 
Us'd to the yoak, draw ſt his triumphant wheels 
In progreſs through the rode of Heav n Star- pav d. 

While thus he ſpake, th Angelic Squadron bright 
Turnd fierie red, ſharpning in mooned hornes | 
Thir Phalanx, and began to hemm him round 
With ported Spears, as thick as when a field 
Of Ceres ripe for harveſt waving bends 
Her bearded Grove of ears, which way the wind 
Swayes them; the careful Plowman doubting ſtands 
Leaſt on the threſhing floore his hopeful ſheaves 
Prove chaff, On th' other ſide Satan allarm d 
Collecting all his mighit dilated ſtood, 

Like Teneriff or Atlas unremov d: * 

His ſtature reacht the Skie, and on his Creſt 1 

Sat horror Plum d; nor wanted in his graſpe 1 

What ſeemd both Spear and Shield: now dreadful 

Might have enſu'd, nor onely Paradiſe ( deeds 

In this commotion, but the Starrie Cope 

Of Heav'n perhaps, or all the Elements 

At leaſt had gon to rack, diſturbd and torne 

With violence of this conflict, had not ſoon 

Th' Eternal to prevent ſuch horrid fray 

Hung forth in Heav'n his golden Scales, yet ſeen 4 — 
Betwixt Aſtrea and the Scorpion ſigne, 

Wherein all things created firſt he weighd, 

The pendulous round Earth with ballanc't Aire 

In counterpoiſe, now ponders all events, | 

Battels and Realms: in theſe he put two weights 

The ſequel each of parting and of fight; 
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The latter quick up flew, and kickt the beam; 


Which Gabriel uo, thus add the Fiend. 


ban, I know thy (tr and thou knowſtgnine, 
Neither our own dee * fottic hen 
To boaſt what Arms can doe, fince thine no more 


Then Heay'n permits, nor mine, _—_— doubld now 
To trample thee as mire : for proof look up, 
And read thy Lot in yon ceſeſtial Sign (week, 
Where thou art weigh'd, and ſhown how light, how 
If thou reſiſt, The Fiend logkr up and knew 


Eis mounted ſcale aloft : nor more; but fled 


Murmuring, and with'him ficd the ſhades of night, 


| 
| 
| 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


Morning approach t, Eve relates to Adam her trouble 
d eme dream; he libes it not, yes comforts her : The 
come forth to thir day labours : Thir Morning Him 
at the Door of thir Bower. God to render Man in- 
excuſable ſends Raphael to admoniſh him of his obe. 
dience, of his free eſtate, of his enemy near at band; 
who he is, and why bis. enemy, and whatever elſema 
avail Adam to know. Raphael comes down to Pars 
diſe, his appearance deſcrib d, his coming diſcern'd ij 
Adam afar off fitting at the door of his Bower; bt 
Joes out to meet him, brings him to his lodge, ente 
tains him with the choyceſt fruits of Paradiſe got th 
gether by Eve; thir diſcourſe at Table : Raphat 
performs his meſſage, minds Adam of his ſtate and 
of his enemy; relates at Adams requeſt who ths 
enemy is, and how he ca xe to be ſo, b ginning fr 
bis -firſt revolt in Heaven, and the occaſion theredf 
hom he drew his Legions after him to the parts of th 
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North, and there incited them to rebel with bins; per- b 
ſwading all but only Abdiel a Seraph, who in A 


ment diſwades and oppoſes him, hen foals 11; 


Ow: Morn her roſie ſteps in th Eaſtern ape 
Advancing,ſow'd the earth with Orient Perle, 
When Adam wak t, ſo cuſtomd, for his er | 
Was Aerie light from pure digeſtion bipd, 
And temperat vapors bland, which th only found,  - 
Of leaves and fuming rills, Auroras fan, els 
Lightly diſpers d, and the ſhrill Matin Song 3 
of Birds on every bough; ſo much the more 
His wonder was to find unwak'nd Eve 
With Treſſes diſcompos'd, and glowing Cheek, 
As through unquiet reſt : he on his lide | 
Leaning half-rais'd, with looks of cordial Love 
Hung over her enamour'd, and beheld 
Beautie, which whether waking or aſleep, _ 
Shot forth peculiar Graces ; then.with voice 
Milde, as when Zephyrus on Flora breathes, 
Her hand ſoft rouching, whiſperd thus, Awake 
My faireſt, my eſpous d, my lateſt found, 
Heav'ns laſt beſt gift, my ever new delight, 
Awake, the morning ſhines, and the freſh field | 
Calls us, we loſe the prime, to mark how ſpring. _ 
Our tended Plants, how blows the Citron Grove, 
What drops the Myrrhe, and what the balmie Reed, 
How Nature paints her colours, how the Bee 
Sits on the Bloom extracting liquid ſweet. 

Such whiſpering wak'd her, but with ſtartld eye 
On Adam, whom 1mbracing, thus ſhe ſpake. 

O Sole in whom my thoughts find all repoſe, + 
My Glorie, my Perfection, glad I ſee 
Thy face, and Morn return'd, for Ithis Night, 
1 3 Such 
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Such nighe till chis I never paſs'd; have dream d, 
If drænm d, not as I oft am wont, of thee; 
Works of day paſ#t, or morrows next deligne, 
But of offence and trouble, which my mind 
Knew never till this itæſum night; meboughey 
Cloſe at mine ear one call d me forth-to wax 
With gentle voice, I thought it thine; it ſaidl, 
Why fleepſt thou Eve? now is the pleaſant tine, 
The cool, rhe ſilent, fave where ſilence yields 
To the night-watblimp Bird, that now awake | 
Tunes ſweeteſt bless labor d ſong, now reignes 
Full Orb'd the Moen; and wich more pleaſing light 
Shadowie ſets off the face of things ; in van, 
If none _ ; Heav'n wakes with all bis eyes, 
Whom to behold but rhee, Natures deſire, 

In whofe ſight all things joy, with raviſhment 
Attracted by thy beauty ſtill to gaze. | 
I roſe as at thy call, but found thee not \ 
To find thee I directed then my walk; 
And on, methought, alone I paſs d through ways 
That brought me on a ſudden to the Tree lf 
Of interdicted Knowledge: fair it ſeem d. 

Much fairer to my Fancie then by day: 

And as Iwondring lookt. beſide, it ſtood 
One ſhap d and wing d like one of thoſe from Heav'n 
By us oft ſeen; his dewie loc ks diſtill d 
Androſia; on that Tree he alſo gaz d; 

And O fair Plant, ſaid he, with fruit ſurcharg d, 
Deigns none to eaſe thy load and taſte thy ſweet, 
Nor God, nor Man; is Knowledge ſo deſpis'd? 
Or envie, or what reſerve forbids to taſte? 
Forbid who will, none ſhall from me withbold 
Longer thy offerd-good, why elſe ſer here? 
This ſaid he paus d nor, but with ventrous Arme 
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He pluckt, he taſted; mee damp horror chil'd 
At ſuch bold words Sd che with a deed ſo hold: 
But he thus overjoy'd, O Fruit Divine, | 
Sweet of thy ſelf but much more ſweet thus crapt, 
| Forbidd'n here, it ſeems, as onely fit 
| For God's, yet able to make Gods of Men: : 
| And why not Gods of Men, lince good, the more 
Communicated, more àᷣbundant growes, 
The Author not impair'd, but honourd more? 
Here, happie Creature, fair Angelic Eve, 
Partake thou alſo ; happie though thou art, 
Happier thou mayſt be, worthier canſt not be: 
Tak this, and he henceforth among the Gods 
Thy ſelf a Goddeſs, not to Earth confind, 
But ſomtimes in the Air, as wee, ſomtimes 
Aſcend to Heay'n, by merit thine, and ſæe 
| What life the Gods live there, and ſuch live thou. 
So ſaying, he drew nigh, and to me held, 
| Even to my mouth of that ſame fruit held part 
Which he had pluckt; the pleaſant ſavourie ſmell 
So quick nd appetite, that I, merhought, 
Could not but taſte. Forthwith up to the Clouds 
With him I flew, and underneath beheld 
The Earth outſtretcht immenſe, a proſpect wide 
And various: wondring at my flight and change 
To this high exaltation; ſuddenly 
My.Guide was gon, and I, me thought, ſunk down, 
And fell aſleep; but O how glad I wak'd 
To find this but a dream! Thus Eve her Night 
Related, and thus Adam anſwerd (ad. 
Belt Image of my ſelf and dearer half, 
The trouble of thy thoughts this night in ſleep 
Aﬀects me equally ; nor can I like 
dis uncouth dream, of evil ſprung I fear; 
y I 4 4 Yet 
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Yet evil whence? in thee can harbour none, 
Created pure. But know that in the Soule 
Are many leſſer Faculties that ſerve 

Reaſonas chief; among theſe Fanſie next 

Her office holds; of all external things, 
Which the five watchful Senſes d= A 4s 
She forms Imaginations, Aerie ſhapes; 

Which Reaſon joyning or disjoyning, frames 
All what we affirm or what deny, and call 
Our knowledge or opinion; then retires 

Into her private Cell when Nature reſts, 

Oft in het abſence mimic Fanſie wakes 

To imitate her; but misjoyning ſhapes, 
Wilde work produces oft, and moſt in dreams, 
Ill matching words and deeds long paſt or late. 
Som ſuch reſemblances methinks I find 
Of our laſt Eevnings talk, in this thy dream, 
But with addition 2 yet be not ſad. 

Evil into the mind of God or Man | 
May come and go, ſo unapprov'd, and leave 
No ſpot or blame behind: Which gives me hope 
That what in ſleep thou didſt abhorr to dream, 
Waking thou never wilt conſent to do. 

Be not diſheart'nd then, nor cloud thoſe looks 
That wont to be more chearful and ſerene 

Then when fair Morning firſt ſmiles on the World, 
Andler us to our freſh imployments riſe 
Among the Groves, the Fountains, and the Flours 
That open now thir choiceſt boſom'd ſmells 
Reſervd from night, and kept for rhee in ſtore, 

So cheard he his fair Spouſe, and ſhe was cheard, 
But ſilently a gentle tear let fall = | 
From either eye, and wip'd them with her haire ; 
Two other precious drops that ready ſtood,  * 
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* Each in thir Chryſtal ſluce, hee ere they fell 

Iiſs d as the gracious ſigns of ſweet remorſe 

And pious awe, that feard to have offended. 

So all was cleard, and to the Field they haſte. 
But firſt from under ſhadie arborous roof, | 
Soon as they forth were come to open ſight 
Of day-ſpring, and the Sun, who ſcarce up riſen 
With wheels yet hov'ring o're the Ocean brim, * 
Shot paralel to the earth his dewie ray, 
8 in wide Lantskip all the Eaſt 
Of paradiſe and Edens happie Plains, 

Lowly they bow d adoring, and began 

* Thir Oriſons, each Morning duly paid 

In various ſtyle, for neither various ſtyle 

Nor holy rapture wanted they to praiſe 

Thir Maker, in fit ſtrains prohounc't or ſung 
Unmeditated, ſuch prompt eJoquence 

Flowd from thir lips, in Proſe or numerous Verſe, 
More tuneable then needed Lute or Harp | 
To add more ſweetneſs, and they thus began. 

Theſe are thy glorious works, Parent of good, 
Almightie, chine this univerſal frame, | 
Thus wondrous fair ; thy ſelf how wondrous then ! 
Unſpeakable, who firſt above theſe Heavens : 
To us invilible or dimly ſeen 
In theſe thy loweſt works, yet theſe declare 
Thy gaqodneſs beyond thought, arid Power Divine: 
Speak yee who beſt can tell, ye Sons of light, | 
Angels, for yee behold him, and with ſongs 
And choral ſymphonies, Day without Night, 
Circle bis Throne rejoycing, yee in Heay'n,” 
On Earth joyn all ye Creatures to extoll 
Him firſt, him laſt, him midſt, and without end. 
Faireſt of Star rs, laſt in the train of Night, 
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If better thou belong not to the dawn, 
Sure pledge of day, that crownſtthe ſmiling Morn 
With thy right Circlet, praiſe him in thy Spheare 
While day ariſes, that ſweet hour of Prime, "= 
Thou Sun, of this grear World both Eye and Soule, 
Acknowledge him thy Greater, ſound his praiſe * 
In thy eternal courſe, both when thou climb ſt, | 
And when high Naan haft gaing,and when thou fall, 
Moon, that now meetf the orien; Sun, now fli'ſt 
With the fixt Starrs, fixt in thir Orb that flies, 

And yee five other wandring Fires that move 

In myſtic Dance not without Sang, reſound 

His praiſe, who out of Darkneſs calld up Light, 
Aire, and ye Elements the eldeſt hirth 

Of Natures Womb, that in quaternion run 

Perpetual Circle, multiformz and mix 

And nouriſh all things, let your ceaſleſs change 

Varie to our great Maker ſtill new praiſe. 

Le Miſts and Exbalations that now riſe 

From Hill or ſteaming Lake, duskie or grey, 

Till the Sun paint your fleecie skirts with Geld, 

In hor our to the Worlds great Author riſe, 
Whether to deck with Clouds the uncolourd skie, 
Or wet the thirſtie Earth with falling ſhowers, 
Riſing or falling ſtill advance his praiſe. | 

His praiſe ye Winds, that from four Quarters blow, 
Breathe ſoft or loud; and wave your tops, ye Pines, 
With every Plant, inlign of Worſhip wave. 
Fountains and yee, that warble, as ye flow, 
Melocious murmurs, warbling tune bis praiſe, 

Joyn voices all ye living Seals, ye Birds, 

That finging up to Heaven Gate aſcend, 

Bear on your wings and in your notes his praiſ,;; 
Yee that in Waters glide, and yee that walk ris 


The Earth, and ſtately tread, or lowly creep; 
Witneſs if J be ſilent, Morn or Eeven, | 
” I To Hill, or Valley, Fountain, or freſh ſhade = 
>} Made vocal by my Song, and taught his praiſe. 
Hail univerſal Lord, be bounteous fill 
To give us onely good; and if the night 
Have gathered aught of evil or conceald, 
Diſperſe it, as now light diſpels the dark. 5 
So pray d they innocent, and to thir thoughts 
firm peace recoverd ſoon and wonted calm. 
On to thir mornings rural work they haſte 
Among ſweet dewes and flours ; where any row 
Of Fruit-trees overwoodie reachd too farr 
Thir pamperd boughes, and needed bands to check 
Fruitleſs imbraces : or they led the Vine 
To wed her Elm; ſhe ſpous d about him twines 
Her mariageable arms, and with ber brings 
Her dowr th' adopted Cluſters, to adorn 
His barren leaves. Them thus imploid beheld 
With pitt ie Heav'ns high King, and to him call'd 
Raphael, the ſociable Spirit, that deign'd 
To travel with Tobias, and fecurd * . | 
His marriage with the ſcaventimes-wedded Maid. 
Raphael, ſaid hee, thou hear'ſt what tir on Earth 
Satan from Hell ſcap't through the darkſom Gulf 
Hath raiſd in Paradiſe, and how diſturbd 4 
This night the human pair, how he delignes 
In them at once to ruin all mankiad. 
Go therefore, half this day as friend with friend 
Converſe with Adam, in what Bowre or ſhade 
Thou find'ſt him from the heat of Noon retir'd, 
To reſpit his day- labour with repaſt, 
Or with repoſe; and ſuch diſcourſe bring on, 
may adviſe him of bis happie ſtare, 
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Happinefs in his power left free to will, 4 

Left to his own free Will, his Will though fre, 

Yet mutable; whence warne him to beware 

He ſwerve not too ſecure : tell him wirhall 

His danger, and from whom, what enemie 

Late falln himſe]f from Heav'n, is plotting nox 

The fall of others from like ſtate of bliſs; Wor 

By violence, no, for that ſhall be withſtood, 1 

But by Ueceit and lies; this let him know, 

Leaſt wilfully tranſgreſſing he pretend 

Surpriſal, unadmoniſht, unforewarnd. 
So foake th' Eternal Father, andfulfilld ind 

All Juſtice ; nor delaid the winged Saint 

Aſter his charge ręceivd; but from among 

Thouſand Celeſtial Ardors, where he ſtood 

Vaild with his gorgeous wings, up ſpringing light 

Flew through the midſt of Heay'n; th angelic Quirey 

On each hand parting, to his ſpecd | gave way 1 

Through all th Empyreal road; till at the Gate 

Of Heav'n arri d. the gate ſelf· opend wide 

On golden Hinges turning, as by work 

Divine the ſov ran Architect had fram d. 

From hence, no cloud, or, to obſtru his light, 

Starr interpos'd, however ſmal he ſees, 

Not unconform to other ſhining Globes, 

Earth and the Gatd'n of Ged, with Cedars — 

Above all Hills. As when by night the Glaſs | 

Of Galileo, leſs aſſur'd, obſerves 

Imagind Lands and Regions in the Moon: 

Or Pilot from amidſt the Cyclades 

Delos or Samos firſt appeering kenns 

Acloudy ſpot. Down thither prone in flight 

He ſpeeds, and through the vaſt Ethereal Skie | 

Niles berween worlds and worlds, with ſteddic, hs. 
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Now on the polar windes, then with quick Fann 
Winnows the buxom Air; till within foare 
Of Towring Eagles, to all the Fowles he ſeems 
if] A'Phenix, gaz d by all, as that ſole Bird 
07 | When to enſhrine his reliques in the Sun's | 
+ | Bright Temple, to /£gyptian Theb's he flies. 
At once on th Eaſtern cliff of Paradiſe 
He lights, and to his proper ſhape returns 
A Seraph wingd; ix wings he wore, to ſhade 
| His lineaments Divine; the pair that clad ; 
Ach ſhonlder broad, came mantling o're his breſt 
With regal Ornament; the middle pair 
Girt like a Starrie Zone his waſte, and round 
Skirted his loines and thighes with downie Gold 
"| Andcoloursdipt in Heav'n ; the third his feet 
j | Shaddowd from either heele with featherd maile 
| Skie-tinctur d grain, Like Maias ſon he ſtood, 
And ſhook his Plumes, that Heav'nly fragrance filld 
The circuit wide. Strait knew him all the Bands 
Of. Angels under watch; and to his ſtate, 
And to his meſſage high in honour riſe ; | 
For on ſom meſſage high they gueſsd him bound. 
Thir glittering Tents he paſsd, and now is come 
Into the bliſsful feld, through Groves of Myrrhe, 
And flouring Odours, Caſſia, Nard, and Balme; 
A Wildernef of ſweets ; for Nature here | 
Wantond as in her prime, and plaid at will 
Her Virgin Fancies, pouring forth more ſweet, 
Wilde above Rule or Art; enormous bliſs. - 
Him through the ſpicie Forreſt vnward com 
Adam diſcernd, as in the dore he ſat | 
Of his coole Bowre, while now the mounted Sun 
Shot down direct his fervid Raies to warme 
Earihs inmoſt womb, more warmth then Adam needs, 
| | And 


And Eve within, due at her hour prepar'd 

For dinner ſavourie fruits, of taſte to pleaſe 

True appetite, and not dilrelifh thirſt 

Of nectarous dtaughts between, from milkie en 

Berrie or Grape: to hom thus Aan call d. 
Haſte hither Eve, and worth thy ſight behold 


Eaſtward among rhoſe Trees, what — 
Comes this way moving; ſeems another Mera 


Ris n on mid-noon; ſor great beheſt from Heav'n | 


To us perhaps de brings, and will voutſafe 

This day to be our Gueſt. But goe with ſpeed. 

And what thy ſtores contain, bring forth nnd . 
Abundance, fit ro honour and receive 

Our Heay' aly ſtranger , well we may afford 

Our givers thir on gifts, and large beſtow 

From large beſtowd, where Nature — — 

Her fertil growth, and by disburd ning 

More fruitful, whichinſtruds us not to 

To whom thus Eve. Adam, earths hallowd mad 

Of God inſpir d, ſmall ſtore will ſerve, where ſtore, 
All ſeaſons, ripe for aſe hangs on the ſtalk; 

Save what by frugal ſtor ing firmneſs gains 

To nouriſh, and ſuperfluous moiſt conſumes : 

But Iwill hafte and dem each bough and break, 

Each Plant and jucieſt Gourd will pluck ſuch choice 
To entertain our Angel gueſt, as hee 

Beholding ſhall confeſs that here on Earth 
God hath diſpenſt his bounties as in Heav n. 

So ſaying, witli diſpatchful looks in haſte 

She turns, on hoſpitable thoughts intent 
What choice to chuſe for delicacie beſt, 
What order, ſo contriv'd as not to mix 
Taſtes, not well joynd, inelegant, but bring 
Taſte after taſte upheld with kindlieſt — 
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Beſtirs her then, and from each tender ſtalk 


Whatever Earth all- bearing Mother yields 


In India Eaſt or Welt, or middle ſhoare 

In Pontus or the Punit Coaſt, or where 

Alcinous reign d, fruit of all kindes, in coate, 
Rough, or ſmooth rin d, or bearded husk, or ſhell 
She gathers, Tribute large, and on the board 
Heaps with unſparing hand ; for drink the Grape 
She cruſhes, inoffenſive mouſt, and meathes 


From many a berrie, and from ſweet kernels preſt 
She tempers dulcet cream, nor theſe to hold 


Wants ber fit veſſels pure, then ſtrews the ground 
With Roſe and Odours from the ſhrub unfum d. 
Mean while our Primitive great Sire, to meet 

His god - like Guelt, walks forth, without more train 
Accompani'd then with bis own compleat £ 
perfections, in himſelf was all his ſtare, 

More ſolemn then rhe tedious pomp that waits 

On Princes, when thir rich Retinue long | 
Of Horſes led, and Grooms beſmeard with Gold 
Dazles the crond, and ſets them all agape. 

Neerer bis prefence Adam though not awd, 


F - Yet with ſubmiſs approach and reverence meek, 
As to a ſuperior Nature, bowing low, 


Thus ſaid. Native of Heay'n, for other place 
None can then Heav'nſuch glorious ſhape contain; 
Since by deſcending from rhe Thrones above, 
Thofe happie places thou haſt deignd a while 

To want, and honour theſe, vourfafe withus 


his ſpacious ground, in yonder ſhadie Bowre 


Two onely, who yet by ſow ran gift poſſeſs 
To reſt, and Th Garden choiceſt bears 


Tofit and taſte, till this meridian heut 
Be over, and the Sun more coole decline. 
Whom 
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Whom thus the Angelic Vertue anſwerd milde. 
Adam, I therefore came, nor art thou ſuch 
Created, or ſuch place baſt here to dwell, 
As may not oft invite, though Spirits of Heav'n 
To viſit thee ; lead on then where thy Bowre 
Oreſhades; for theſe mid hours, till Eevning riſe 
Thave at will. So to the Silvan Lodge 
They came, that like Pomona's Arbour ſmil d 
With flourets deckt and fragrant ſmells; but Eve 
Undeckt, fave with her ſelf more lovely „ 
Then Wood · Nymph, or the faireſt Goddeſs feign d 
Of three that in Mount Ida naked ſtroye, 55 
Stood to eitertain her gueſt from Heavn; no vaile F 
Shee needed, Vertue-proof, no thought infirme 
Alterd her cheek. On whom the Angel Haile 
Beſtowd, the holy ſalutation us d 
Long after to bleſt Marie, ſecond Eve. 

Haile Mother of Mankind, whoſe fruitful Won 
Sball fill the World more numerous with thy Sons 
Then with theſe various fruits the Trees of Gd 
Have heap'd this Table: Raisd of graſſie terf 
Thir Table was, and moſſie ſeats had round, * 
And on her ample Square from ſide to ſide _.. „5 
All Autumn pil d, though Spring and Autumn here 
Dane d hand in hand. A while iſcourſe they hold ; . 
No fear leſt Dinner coole; when thus began 'S 
Our Authour. Heav'nly ſtranger, pleaſe to taſte 
Theſe bounties which our Nouriſher, from whom 
All perfet good unmeaſur d out, deſcends, 

To us for food and for delight hath caus d 
The Earth to yield; unſavourie food perhaps 
To ſpiritual Natures; only this I know, 
That one Celeſtial Father gives to all. 
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1 hom the Angel. Therefore what he 
what rae be ever ſi r 
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As doth your Rational ; doth contain 

1 Withir dem every lower facultie 
Of ſenſe, whereby they hear, (ce;/ ſel, rouch, aſs 

Taſting concoR,  aſlimilare;' 

And corporeal toincorporeal-turn. 

For know, whateverwas created; needs 

— ſuſtaind and fed; of Elements 

oſſer feeds che purer, Earth the Sea, 

Mad pour theSdaferd Air, the Air thoſe Fires: 
[ring ind as lowell firſt the Moon; Nallxr 22 
Whence in her viſage round thoſe ſpots, arpurg 
Vapours not yet into her ſubſtance turn. 
e eee ee Fees 
From ber moiſt Continent t 167 tf, 
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Deſerving Paradiſa ] if ever; tei. [5-1 > bnA 
Then had the Sons of. God excuſe to have bla: "01 
Enamour'd at that Gight; but ib-thaſe baum f 
Love unlibidinous reigu d. nor j 11 
Was underſtood, tha injur d Leers l — ilrud 
Thus when wirbantatt and drinks they bad ſuffel 
Not burd nd 1} dadden mind aroſe 
In Adam, not tu let th ogανẽðm¼ pas 
Given him by chi Conference ta — a 
Of things ahod his] World; and of füt being 0% 
Who dwellin Heavy H whoſ- te he ſaws? 1 
D — inn forme 
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Thyrfaveur, i in this bonopr den 14 
Under hoſe low roof hay wr th * 15 Vs 
Toenter, 4 arthly' — _ I 4 
Food not of -/ yet accepted. ſo | 
As that more willingly thou couldſſ notſeem:: . 
At Heav ns high fea to have fed yet bat com up — | 
To whem the winged Hierarch repli c. 
© Adam, one Almighbtie is, from-whom; 
All things proceed, and up to him return, 
Af not depray'd from good, created all 
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Of 1 nos, i he's ie; . 
But more re 909 pure. | 
As neerer to him 1 x by 
Each in thir ſeveral active Sphearsallignd,. . 
Till body up ig ſpirit work, in bounds 
proportiond en kind. So from dhe root 
2 lighter the green ſtalk, en A n the leaves 

More acrie, Jaſt the bright conſummate floure 
Spirits odor uns hreathes: figurs, — thir fruit 
Mans Ar 2 gad ſcale ſublim - 
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To vital Spitits aſpixe, do animal, 
To leg, ive both life and ſenſe, 
Fanſie and nding, whenge the Soule 


Reaſon receives, and reaſon is her being, 
Diſcurſive, or Intuitive; diſcourſe 
KEKofteſt yours, the latter moſt is ours, 
1  Diffcring but in degree, of kind the fame: |... - | 
. Wonder not then, what God for you ſaw good. 
Ireſuſe not, but convert, as you. 

er ſubſtance ; time may come when meg 
ticipate, and find 


= t. nor too light Bows 3 E 
fromtheſe co nutriments perhaps 
Your bodies may at 1151 turn all to Spirit, 


Improv'd by tract of time, and wingd afcend - 
J. Ethereal, as wee, or may at choice | 

#1 Here or in Heav'nly Paradiſes dwell ; 

l ye be found obedient, and retain 
T n firm his love entire 

Wboſe 45 you are. Mean while enjoy 
Tour fill w pineſs this happie ſtate 
Can comprehend, incapable of more. 2 
K 2 Fo 


Y32 
To whom the Patriarch of mankind repli d, 


O favourable ſpirit, propitious gueſt 

Well haſt thou taught the way that might d 
Our knowledge, and the ſcale of Natre ſet 
From center to circumference, whereon 

In contemplation of created things 

By ſteps. we may aſcend to God. But ſay, 
What meant that eaution joind, ye 8 2225 
Obedientꝰ can we want obedienc 

T6 him, or poſſibly his love deſert 

Who formd us from the duſt, and plac'd us here 
Full to the utmoſt meaſure of wharblifs 
Human deſires can ſeek or apprehend? 

To whom the Angel. Son of Heav'n and Earth, 
Attend : That thou art happie, owe to God 
That thou continu ſt ſuch, owe to thy ſelf, 
That is, to thy obedience; therein ſtand; 
This was that caution giv'nthee ;, be'advis'd. 
God made thee perfet, not immutable-; 

And good he made thee, bur to perſevere. 
He let ir in thy power, ordaind thy will 
By nature free, not over-rul'd by Fate 
Inextrieable, or ſtrict neceſſity; 

Our voluntarie ſervice he requires, 

Not our neceſſitated, ſach with him 

Findes no acceptance, nor can fand, for how 


Can hearts, not free, be triꝰd whether they ſerve 


Willing or no, who 'will but what they muſt 
By Deltinie, and can no other chooſe ? © 

My ſelf and all ch Angelic Hoſt chat ſtand 
In light of Godenthroi'd, our happie ſtate 
Hold, as you yours, while our obedience holds; 
On other ſure:y none; freely we ſerve, 
Becauſe wee freely love, as in our will 
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Jo love or not; in this we ſtand or fall: 
And ſom are fall n, to diſobedience fall'n, 
And ſo from Heav'n to d Hell, Ofall 
From what high ſtate of bliſs into what woe! 
To whom our great Progenitor. Thy words 
Attentive, and with more « uche eare, 
Divine inſtructer, I have heard, then when 
Cherubic Songs by night from neighbouring Hills 
Zereal Maſic ſend : nor knew I not 
To be both will and deed created free; 
Yet that we never ſhall forget to love 
Our maker, and obey him whoſe command 
. is yet ſo juſt, my conſtant thoughts 
r'd me, and till aſſure: though what thou tellſt 
Hath paſt in Heav'n, ſom doubt within me move, 
But more deſire to hear, if thou conſent, 


be full relation, which muſt needs be ſtrange, 
Worthy of Sacred ſilence to be heard; 


d we have yet large day, for ſcarce the Sun 


2 th finiſht half his journey, and ſcarce begins 


other half in the great Zone of Heav'n. 
— Thus. Adam made requeſt, and Raphael 
After ſhort pauſe aſſenting, thus began. 
High'mazter thou injoinſt me, O prime of men, 
Sad task and hard, for how ſhall I relate 
To human ſenſe th' inviſible exploits 
Of warring Spirits; how without remorſe 
* The ruin of ſo many glorious once 
And perfet while they ftood; how laſt unfould 
The ſecrets of another world, perhaps 
Not lawful to reveal? yet for thy good 
This is diſpenc't, and what ſurmounts the reach 
Of human ſenſe, I ſhall delineate ſo, 
By lik ning ſpiritual to corporal forms, 
| K 3 = As 


34 Paradiſe Loft, .. Book \ 


Ca. 
As may expreſs them beſt, though what if Earth © 
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Be but the ſhaddowiof Heay'n, ard t 
Each to other like, more then on earth i thought? * 
Asyet this worid was not; and Chaot wilde 
Reignd where theſe Hen ns now row}, where Earth! 
Upon fer Center pois d, hen on day ( now Feage; 
( For time, though in Eternitie, appli d 
To motion, meaſures all things durable 
By preſent, paſt, and future) on ſuck day — 
As Heav'ns great Year brings forth, th Empyreal Ht 
Of Angels by Imperial ſummons call d, 
Innumerable before th Almighties Throne 1 
Forthwich from all the ends of Heav'n appeerd 
Under thir Hierarchs in orders brigt 
Ten thouſand thouſand Enfignes high advance d, 
Standards, and Gotifalons twixt Van and Reare 
Streame in the Aire, aud for diſtinction ſerve 8 
Of Hierarchies, of Orders, and Degrees; 
Or in thir glittering Tiſſues bear imblaz'd 
Holy Memorials, acts of ZTeale and Love 
Recorded eminent. Thus when in Orbes 
Of circuit inexpreſſible they ſtood. 
Orb within Orb, the Father infinite, 
By whom in bliſs imboſom d ſat the Son, 
Amidſt as from a flaming Mount, whoſe top 
Brightneſs had made i e, thus ſpake. 7 
Hear all ye Angels, Progenie of Light, 
Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Vertues, Powers, | 
Hear my Decree, which nnrevok't ſhall ſtand. 8 
This day L have begot whom I declare 
My onely Son, — on this holy Hill 1 
Him have anointed, whom ye now behold MJ. - 
At my right band; your Head I him appoint ; 4 
And by my Self have ſworn to him ſhall bow 
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Mee diſobeyes; breaks union, ih wes 
Cat our from God and bleſſed iy 
Into utter darkneſs, deep ingulſt, his place 


Ordaind without redemption, without end. 
So ſpake ti ent, and with his words 


Al bemd wellpleas'd, all ſeem d, but were not all 
That day, as ot ſolemn dayes, the ſpent 

In ſong and dame about the facred 
al dance, which yonder ſtarrie Spheare 
Planets and of fixt in all her Wheeles 
les neareſt, mazes intricate, | 
Eccentric, intervolv d, yet regular 

Then moſt, when moſt irregular they ſeem, 
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And in thir motions harmonie Divine 


Fo ſmooths her charming tones, that Gods own ear 


| On 4 repos d, and with 


ens delighted. Eevning now approach d 
wee have alſo our Eevning and our Morn, 
urs forchangedeleRable, not need) 
den dance to ſweet repaſt they turn 


With pt dd, and tubie 
In pearl, in Diamond, ane 

Fruit of delicious Vines, the growth | Heay' n. 
— 
eate, they drink, and in communion ſweet 
immortalitie and; joy, ſecure | 
ſurfer wherefull — onely bounds 


is 25 before th*all bounteous King, who howrd 
Wich copious hand, PIES in thir joy. 


Now 
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Now when unbrofiglN with Clondsexhatd I 0 
From that high mo God., whence light & i * 
5p ring both, fe icecf brighret Heer bad chan 
— Twilight for Night comes not there 
om veile ) — News diſpos d ol 
Allbu the unſleepingeyes of God to reſt, — - + 
Wide over all the Plain, and wider farr 
Then all this globous Earth in Plain out ſpred, 
(Such are the Courts of God) Th' Angelic throng | , | '* 
Diſperſt in Bands and Files thir Camp extend _..+ | | 
By living Streams among the Trees of Life, bs |; 
Pavilions numberleſs, and ſudden reard, N 
Celeſtial Tabernacles. where they ſlept 
Fannd with coole Winds, ſave thoſe whoin thir court 
Melodious Hymns about the ſovran Throne 
Alternate all night long: but not ſo wak d 
Satan, ſo call him now, his former name 
Is beard no more in Heay' n; he of the firſt, 
If not the firſt Arch- Angel, great in power, 
In favour and præeminence, yet fraught 
With envie againſt the Son of Cod, that day 
Honourd by his great Father, and roclaimd 4 
Meſſiah King anointed, could not | 
Through pride that ſight S thought hi 
Deep malice thence c | 
Soon as midnight 


4, 


t on the dusk ie boure 
lep and lilence. he reſolv d 
Wick all his Legions to diſlodge, and leave . 
Unworſhipt, unobey'd the Throne ſu ream \ 
Conremptuous, and his next ſubordinates Y | 
Awak'ning, thus to him in ſecret ſpake. 

Sleepſt thou Companion dear, what ſleep can cloſe # 
1 eye. lids? and remembreſt what Decree 


Of 


'4 . Who ſpeedily through all the Hierarchies id 


+ To utter is not ſafe. 


« i o ſpake the falſe Arch-Angel, and infus'd 


Tells the ſuggeſted cauſe, and caſts 


ſleep 12 Laws 0 
New Laws from him who 1 
In us who ſerve, new Coun , todebate 
What doubtful may enſue, more in this place 
Aſſemble thou 
Of all thoſe Myriads which we lead the chief; 
Tell them that by command, ere yet dim Night 
Her ſhadowie Cloud withdraws, I am to haſte, 
Andall who under me thir Banners wave, 
Homeward with 78. * march where we poſſeſs 
The Quarters of the North, there to prepare 
Fit entertainment to receive our King 12 
The great Aeſſi ah, and his new commands, 


ends to paſs triumphant, and give Laws. 


Hlucnce.into th unwarie breſt 


The great . Standard wasto move; 


Ambiguous words and jealoulies, to ſound 


Or taint itie; but all obey d 
The wonted "and ſuperior voice 


Of thir great Potentate; for great indeed 
His — and high was his degree in Heay'n ; 
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* Batter to mee of Glory, whom thir hate 
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His count” nance, 48 
The ſtarrie 1 ul 
Drew after him'the 


Mean white tf Eternal ce ee . 


Abſtruſeſt thoughts, from forth his holy Mount 
And from within the golden Lamps that burne 
tirly before him, Ia without thir light 
_ lion riſing, faw inwhom, how ſpred 
the fons of Morn, bat multitudes 

— ded to oppoſe his high Decree; 
And ſmiling to his Fly Son thus faid. 

Son, thou in whom my glory 1 bebold 
In full refptendence; Heir of all my might, 
Neerly it now concernes us to be ſure 
Of our Omnipotence, and with what Arms 
We mean to hold what anciently we claim 
Of Deitie or Empire, ſach a foe * | 
Is riling, who intends to erect his Throne 
Equal to ours, throughout the ſpacious North; 
Nor ſo content, hath in his thought to try 
In battel, what our Power is, or dur right. 
Let us adviſe, andtothis hazard draw 5 . 
With ſpeed what force is left; and 
In our defence, leſt unawar E 
This our high place, ohr Sand 


To whom tbe Son! ich cal afpi 
Light ning Di nef 
Made anſwer. Migh ner bege 550 thy foes 
Juſtly haſt in on, and ſecure __ 


Laugh at rhir'vain deſignes and tumults vain, 


Ituſtrates, when they ſee all Regal Power 
Civ n me to roquel thir ride, and in n exent 


wy > ; Y % 
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Know whether Ibe 2 — to ſabe. © 
Thy Rebels, or be ſound the worſt in Heav'n. 
So ſpake the Son, but S run with his powers 
I J Far was advane t on win fpee; anHoft - © 
- | Innumerable as the Starrs of Nigbt, 
or starts of Morning, Dew-drops, which the Sun 
I | Impearls on every leaf and every flouer. 
I Regions they paſs d, the mightie Regencies 
Of Seraphim and Potentates and Thrones 
1 | Inthirtriple Degrees, Regions to-which , 
All thy Dominion, Adam, is no more 
Then what this Garden is to all the Earth, 
And all the Sea, from one entire oboſe 
''] F$tretche into Longitude ; which having paſsd 
At length into the limits of the North 
f came, and Satan to his Royal feat 
„ on a Hill, far blazing, as # Mount 
luis d on a Mount, with Pyramids and Towrs 
From Diamond Quarries hew'n, and Rocks of Gold, 
Ide Palace of great Lucifer, ( ſo call 
un struckure in the Dialect of men 
_ terpreted ) Which not long after, he 


Aﬀecting halicy with God, 
Eben of hi, Moungawbereon 
| Meſſiah was declard, 

The Mountainof the C 


For thither he aſſembl 121 tis i, , 
Pretending ſo commanded to en! 
About the great reception of thir — 4 RH 
Thither to come, and with calumnious Art a ___ 
Of counterfeted truth thus held thir ears. (ers? . 

+ Thrones, Dominations, Princedomes, Vertues, Pows "I 
If theſe magnific Titles yet remain 


No 
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Not meerly titular, fince by Decree 
Another now hath to himſe r 

All Power, and us eclipſt under the name 

Of King anointed, for whom all this haſte 

Of midnight march, and hurried meeting here, 
This onely to conſult how we may beſt 
With what may be devis d of honours new 
Receive him coming to receive from us 

Knee: tribute yet anpaid, proftration vile, 

Too much to one, but double how endur d, 

To one and to his image now proc laim d? 

But what if better counſels might erece/ 
Our minds and teach us to caſt off this Yoke?. 


The ſupple knee ? ye will not, if I cruſt 

To know ye right, or if ye know your ſelves 
Natives and Sons of Heay'n poſſeſt before 
By none, and if not equal all, yet free, 
Equally free; for Orders and Degrees 
Jarr not with liberty, but well conſiſt. 


Who can in reaſon, then or right aſſume f 


Monarchie over ſuch as live by-rjght/ 
His equals, if in power and ſplendor leſs, 
In freedome equal? g tan iptr 
Law and Edict on us, who without law 
Erre got, munen leis 


Werd L 
And 


4 
* 


df thoſe Imperial Titles which aſſert 

Dur being ordain d to govern, not to ſerve ? 
Thus farr his bold diſcourſe without controule 

Had audience, when among the Seraphim 

Abaiel, then whom none with more zeale adord 

The Deitie, and divine commands obeid, 


* wonk 


* 1 
2 


A 
IS, 


— 


14 
1 


a 
$5 


Stood 


\ 4 
" 


Book U. 


= - 
w * 1 4 
. CI 7. WW 
* [IMF 


N 


. ——ͤ—— Q, "2 v2 


— 


%| Rood, and in ** . — 
* nenen of his fury thus oppo! Id. 

A t blaſphetnous, prond ! 

i month a darling 

bf om 

0 1 thy ſelf fo bigh above thy Feeres. 

| Canft thou with impious obloquie condemne 

| The juſt Decree of God, pronounc' t and ſworn, 


) That to his only Son by right endu d 

Wich Regal Scepter, every Soule in Heay'n 

\ | Shallbendthe knee” and in in that honour due 

| Confeſs him rightful King? unjuſt thou ſaiſt 

hl Ry unjuſt, to binde with Laws the fre. 
2 equal over u. to let Reigne, 


over all wit ce ded power. - 
2 thou gi gieT Law to God, ſhale thou diſpure 


| ich him the points of liderrie, who made 
4 | The what thou arr, and formd the Pow'rs rs of He u 


Sach as he pleaſd, and circumſcrib'd thir being ? 
Le by experience taught we know how good, 


© And of our good, and of our dignitie 


y provident he is, bow farr from thought 
1. To make us leſs, dent rather to exalr 

u MW der one ead more neer 
5 — But to g c it [nee un; "FJ 
ual over eq 


Aor þ c 1 | ig ne : 
| Un: f ech crext and leren | n chou cqu 
10 oa Angelic Nature joind in one, * 


oy 
kf, 


Equal to im begotten Son, by whom a * 
Aby his Word the m mighty Father made Wy 
All things, ev*nthee, and all the Spirits of Heay'n - 


By him created in thir bright degrees, 
| Crownd them „ and to thir Glory nam d 
Thrones, 
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Thrones, Domiriatlons, Princedows, Vertaes; Bowe 82 
Eſſential Powe hog by his Reign obſ cur'd, NY 
But more illu . 4 65125 e Head . 
One of our number t ee x 4 | 
His Laws our Laws, all ur to bundone | 
Returns our own.* Ceaſe then this i impious $ rage, 3 
And tempt not theſe; but haſt n to app N 
Th' incenſed 1 ng 77 05 . 1 


While Pardon four beſought. 

So ſpake the fervent Angel, SzZeale 11.1 
Nene ſ l, as.out, | od 
Or ſingular al raſh, re 0 iT 
Th Apoſtat, and m re hat pr 


That we were formd then fal | "ah 
Of ſecondarie hands, by i 2 == 
From Father, to his, Son ?. ſtrange point N 1 
Doctrin which w would is wh N 
Whenthi scte 7 rememberſt * * 0 77 
Thy making, while the Makes, gave thee being? 
We know nv time wt exe not as now; . 
Know none before us, Arbe ot, ſelf-r „ 
By our own qufck fin 2950 urſe 1 
Had circl'd his full Orbe the birth g 10 
Of this our native Heayi theres | 
Our pulllaoce is our 
Shall teach yu Peeks & to try 9 | 
Who is ont eU: Fiben thou falt bebold * 
Vhether by ft fuppication we intend _, „ 
"= . and ro begirt th' Almighty Aa | 
ſeeching or beſieging. This report. 
Tbhbeſe tidings carrie to th anointed King; 
And fly, ere evil intercept thy flight. 


* 
tSht hand | 


* 
o 
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Seraph fearleſs, though alone af 
— round with foes, thus anſwerd bold. 
O alienate from God, O ſpi - © 
Forſak'n of all $906 I ſeet 
Determind, a * bapleſs crew Naval d 
In this perfidious aud, contagion ſpred 
Both of chy crime and puniſhment : henceforth 
No more be troubl'd how to quit the yoke 
Of Gods Meſſiah ; thoſe indulgent 2 
will not be now voutſaf t, other 
Againſt thee are gon forth withou real 
That Golden Scepter which thou Uidit rejet 
Is now an Iron Rod to bruiſe and breake 
 Thydiſ ce. Well thou digit * 
+, Yer not for thy adviſe or threats I 
OT beſe wicked Tents devoted, leaſt t e wrauth 
Cs Di ndent, raging into ſudden flame 
+ Diltinguiſlynot : for ſoon expect to feel 
anc on y head, devouring fire. 


chee lagenting learne, 
hee thou ſhalt know. 


His Lovaiti he wi his Love, his Zeale ; 


; Nor number, nor example with him wrought 


Io ſwerve from truth, or change his conſtant mind 
gh ſingle. From amidſt them forth he paſsd, 


Long 
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Long way through Nl ſcorn, which he ſuſt 
Superior, nor of violence fear'd 


And with retorted ſcorn his back he wn 
On thoſe proud Tours to ſwift deſtruction doom d 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


Raphael continues torelate how Michael and Gabriel 
were ſent forth to battel againſt Satan and his An- 
gels. The firſt Fight deſcrib : Satan and bis Pow- 
ers retire under Night : He call. 4 Council, invents 
deviliſh Engines, which in the ſecond dayes Fight 
put Michael and his Angels ro ſome. diſerder 5 but 
they at length pulling up Mountains overmhelm d both 
the force and Mathins of Satan: Ter the Tumult 
not ſo ending, God on the third day ſend; Meſſiah 
bis Son, for whom he bad reſeru d the glory of that 
Vittory : Hee in the Power of his Father coming to 
the place, and canſing all his Legions to ſtand ſtill on 
either fide, with his Chariot and Thunder driving 

1 imot he midſt of his Enemies, purſues them unable to 

i towards the wall of Heaven; whic.. opening, 

TY they leap down with horrour and confuſion into To 

1 1 of puniſhment prepar d for them in the Deep : 

1 fliah returns with triumph to bis Father. 

| L ALL 
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LL night the dreadl Angel unpurſu'd + 
Ae Heavy ns wi Champain hell his | 
| "Wk - Wap, tillMom,!  * 
Wak 't by the circling Hours, with roſie hand 
Unbarr'd the gates of Light. There is a Cave 
Within the Mount of God, faſt by his Throne, 
Where light and darkneſs in perpetual round 
Lodge and diſlodge. by turns, which makes through 
Grateful viciſſitude, like Day and Night; ( Heayg 
Light iſſues forth, and at the other dore - 
Obſequious darkneſs enters, till her houre ( well 
To veile the Heav'n, though darkneſs there might 
Seem twilight here; and now went forth the Morn 
Suchas in higheſt Heay'n, arrayd in Gold 
Empyreal, from before her vaniſht Night, * 
Shot through with orient Beams: when all the Plain 
Coverd with thick embatteld Squadrons bright, 
Chariots and flaming Armes, and fierie Steeds _ 
Reflecting blaze on blaze, firſt met his view: 
Warr he perceav d, warr in procinct, and found: 
Already known what he for news had thought N 
To have reported: gladly then he mixt 1 
Among thoſe friendly Powers who him recea d I Te 


Fersen es ca me. td wee. + A. 


With joy and acclamations loud, that one In 
That of. ſo many Myriads fall'n, yet one Ot 
» Returnd not Joſt : On to the ſacred hill Et 
They led him high applauded, and preſent 10 


Fefore the ſeat ſupream; from whence a voice 1 
From midſt a Golden Cloud thus milde was heard. 
Servant of God, well done, well haſt thou fought” ln! 
The better fight, who ſingle hat maintaind 1 
Againſt rhe. 4 mul.itudes the Cauſe 
Of Truth, in word mightier then they in Armes; Un 
And for. the teſſimonie of Truth haſt born W: * 


I Fhiverſal reproach; fat wenſe to beare 
+ | Then violence: for this was all thy: care 
To ſtaad approv d in ſight of God, rliough Worlds 
judg d chee perverſe : the eaſter conqueſt no; 
Remains thee, aided by this boſt bf friends, | 
Back on thy foes mbre glations' to retummnmmnm 
Then ſcornd thou didſt depart, and to ſubdue 
By force, who reaſas for thir Læw refuſe, | 
*Right reaſon for thir Law, and for thir King 
Maſſah ,whio by'righe of merit Reigns. 
G0 Michael of Celeſtial Armies Printe, i 
Ad thou in Miligery proweſs next 
Gabriel, lead forth to Battel theſe my Sons 
Invincible, lead forth my armed Saints 
By Thouſands and by Millions rang d for fight; 
val in number to that Godleſs crew 

Rebellious, them with Fire and hoſtile Artns 
Fearleſs aſſault, and to the brow of Heav n 
Purſuing drive them out from God and blifs, 

Into thir place of puniſhment, the Gulf 

Of Tartarus, which ready opens wide 
| Hisfiery Chaos to receavè thir fall. 

So ſpake the Sovran voice, and Clouds began 

To darken all the Hill, and ſmaak to rowl - | 
Induskie wreathes, reluctant flames, the figne 

Of wrauth awak t: nor with leſs dread the loud 
Ethereal Trumpet from on high gan blow : 
+4 1 1 the Powers Militant, K 
I That ſtood for Heav'n, in mighty Quadrate joyn 
Of Union irrefiltible, mov'd — u . 
In ſilence thir bright Legions, to the found 
$0 inſtrumental Harmonie that breath'd 
IF Neroic Ardor to adyent'rous deeds 

-3F Under thir God-like Leaders, in the Cauſe 30 
- RY > of 


- 


” 
| 
- 


14$: Paradiſe Loſt, Book vi 


Of God and his Meſſiah. On they move 
Indiſſolubly firm; nor obvious Hill, 


Nor ſtreit ning Vale, nor Wood, nor Stream dude 


Thir perfet ranks 3 for high above the ground 
Thir march was, and the paſſive Air upbore 

Thir nimble tread, as when the total kind 

Of Birds in orderly array on wi 

Came ſummond over Eden to receive 

Thir names of thee ſo over many a tract 

Of Heav n they march d, and many a Province wide 
Tenfold the length of this terrene: at laſt | 
Farr in th' Horizon to the North appeer'd 

From skirt to skirt a fierie Region, ſtretcht 

In battailous aſpect, and neerer view 

Briſtld with upright beams innumerable 
of rigid Spears; and Helmets throng'd, and Shields 
Various, with boaſtful Argument portraid, 

The banded Powers of Satan haſting on 

With furious expedition ;. for they weend 

That ſelf ſame day by Gghr, or by furprize 

To win the Mount of God, and on his Fhrone 

To ſet the envier of his State, the proud 

Aſpirer, but thir thoughts pzov'd fond and vain 

In the mid way: though ſtrange to us it ſeemd 

At firſt, that Angel ſhould with Angel warr, 

And in fierce hoſti ins meet, who wont to meet 

So oft in Feſtivals of j Joy and love 

Unanimous, as ſons of one great Sire 

Hymning th' Eternal Father: but the ſhout 

Of Bartel now began, and rufhing ſound 

Of onſet ended ſoon each milder thought. 

High in the midſt exalted as a God 

Th Apoſtat in his Sun- bright Chariot fate 


Idol of Majeſtie Divine, enclos'd "of 
With 
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With Flaming Cherubim, and golden Shields; ' * \ 
Then lighted from his gorgeous Throne, for now 
Twixt Hoſt and Hoſt but narrow ſpace was left,-: '- 
Adreadful intervall, and Front to Front 
Preſented ſtood in terrible array N 
Of hideous length: before the cloudie Van, 
On the rough edge of battel ere it joyn d. 
Satan with vaſt and baughtie ſtrides advanc't, 
Came towring, armd in Adamant and Gold 
Abdiel that ſight endur'd not, where he ſtood - 
Among the mighrieſt, bent on higheſt deeds, 
And thus his own undaunted heart explores. 

O Heay'n ! that ſuch reſemblance of the Higheſt 


' Should yet remain, where faith and realtie 


Remain not; wberfore ſnou d not ſtrength and might 
There fail where Vertue fails, or weakeſt prove 
Where boldeit z though to ſight unconquerable? 

His puifſance, truſting in th* Almighrie's aide, 

I mean to try, whoſe Reaſon I have tri'd 


Unſound and falſe; nor is it aught but juſt, 


Thar he who in debate of Truch hath won, 


- | Shogld win in Arms, in both diſputes alike 


Victor; though brutiſh that conteſt and foule, 
When Reaſon hath to deal with force, yet ſo 
Moſt reaſon is that Reaſon overcome. 
So pondering, and frotn his armed Peers 
Forth ſtepping oppolite, half way he met 
His daring foe, at this prevention more 
Incens t, and thus ſecurely him defi d. 
proud, art thou met? thy hope was to have reacht 
The bighth of thy aſpiring unoppos d, 
The Throne of God unguarded, and his (ide 
Abandond at the terror of thy Power | 
Or potent tongue; fool, not to think how vain 
L 3 Againſt 
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Againſt th Om nt 10 riſe in Arm; e 5 
Who out of ſmalleſt chings could without end 


Have rais d inceſſant Armies to defſent 1 | 
Thy folly ; or wittrfalitarie lian 
Reaching beyond all limit at one blow b e 
Unaided could have finifhr thee, and WFhelmt 
Thy Legions under darkneſs; but then ſeeſt | 
All are not of thy Train; there be w Faith 
Prefer, and pietie to God, thouphittien. 
To thee not viſible, when Jalone i 
Scemd in thy World erroneous to diſſent L 
From all: my Sect thou ſeeſt, now learn too late 
How fed ſomtimes may know, when thouſands ert. 
Whom the grand foe with ſcornful eye askance 
Thus anſwerd. Ill for thee, but in wiſht houre 
Of nty revenge, firſt ſought for thou returnſt 
From flight, ſeditious Angel, to receave 
Thy merited reward, iche firſt aſſay L 
Of this right band provok t, ſince firſt that tongge 
Inſpir d with contradi ction durſt oppoſe 
A third part of the Gods, in Synod met 
Thir Deities ro aſſert, who while they ſeel 
Vigour Divine within them, ean allow 
Omnipotenee to none. But well thou comſt 
efore thy fellows, ambitious to win 
From me ſom Plume, that thy ſucceſs may ſhow 
Deſtruction to the teſt: this pauſe berween 
( Unanſwerd leaſt thou boaſt ) to let the know 
At firſt I thought that Libertie and Heav'n 
To heav'nly Soules had bin all one; but now 
I fee that moſt through ſloth had rather ſerve, 
Miniſtring S irits, traind up in Feaſt and Song 
Such haſt thou arm d, the Minſtrelſie of Heay'n, 
Servi. itie with freedom to eontend, 
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as both thit deeds compar d this day fall prove. 
1 To whom in brief thus Abbot ern repli c. 
Y Apoſtat, ſtill thou errſt, nor end wilt find 2 
f Of erring, from the path of rrath remote: 
| Unjuſtly thou deprav ſt it wich the name 
of Senvitude to ſerve whom God ordains, 
Or Nature; God and Nature bid the ſame, 
When he who rules is worthieſt, and excells 
Them whom he governs. This is ſervitude, '_ 
To ſerve th' unwiſe, or him who hath rebelld *- 
_—_— his worthier, as thine now ſerve thee, 
Thy ſelf not free, but to thy ſelf enthrall'd , 
Yet leudly dar ſt our miniftring upbraid. 
Reign thou in Hell'thy Kingdom, let mee ſerve 
In Heav'n God ever bleſt, and his Divine 
Beheſts obey, worthieſt to be obey d, | 
Yet Chains in Hell, not Realms expect: mean while 
From mee returnd, as erſt thou ſaidſt, from flight, © 
This greeting on thy impious Creſt receive. 
So laying, a noble ſtroke he lifted high, 
Which hung not, but fo ſwift with tempelt fell 
On the proud Creſt of Satan, that no ſight, 
Nor motion of ſwift thought, leſs could his Shield 
duch ruin intercept: ten paces huge 
He back recoild; the tenth on bended knee 
His maſſie Spear upſtaid; as if on Earth 
Winds under ground or waters forcing wa 
Sidelong, bad puſh't a Mountain from his ſeat 
Half ſunk with all bis Pines. Amazement ſeis'd 
The Rebel Thrones, but greater rage to ſee - 
Thus foil d thir mightieſt, ours joy filld, and ſhout, 
Preſage of. Victorie and — * | 
Of Battel: whereat Michael bid ſound 
Th' Arch-Angel trumpet; through the vaſt of _— 
| L 4 It 


It ſounded, and tlie faitliful Armies rung þ 
Hoſannato the Higheſt: nor ſtood at gane 
The adverſe Legions, nor leſs hideous joyn d 
The horrid ſhock: ; now ſtorming furie roſe, 

And clamour ſuch as heard in Heav'n till no 
Was never, Arms on Armour claſhing bray d 
Horrible diſcord, and the madding Wheeles 
Of brazen Chariots tag d; dire was the noiſe 
Of conflict; over bead the diſmal hi: 
Of fiery Darts in flaming volies few, 91 
And flying vaulted either Hoſt with fire. 2A 
So under fierie Cope together ruſh'd 

Both Battels maine, with ruinous aſſault 

And inextinguiſnable rage; all Heay'n | 
Reſounded, and had Earth bin then, all Earth * 
Had to her Center ſhook. What wonder? when 
Millions of fierce encountring Angels fought '- 
On either ſide, the leaſt of whom could weild 

Theſe Elements, and arm him with the force 

Of all thir Regions: how much more of Power 
Armie againſt Armie numberleſs to raiſe 7] 
Dreadful combuſtion warring, and diſturb, 
Thqugh'not deſtroy, thir happie Native feat ; 

Had not th' Eternal King Omnipotent | 
From his ſtrong hold of Heav'n bigh over-rul'd 

And limited thir might; though numberd ſuch 

As each divided Legion might have ſeemd _ 

A numerous Hoſt, in {ſtrength each armed hand 

A Legion,; led in fight, yet Leader ſeemd 

Each Warriour ſingle as in Chief, expert 

When to advance, or ſtand, or turn the ſway 

Of Battel, open len, and when to cloſe | 

The ridges of grim Warr ; no thought of flight, 

None of retreat, no unbecoming deed © «+ 
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'| Thatargu'dfear' each on himſelf reli'd, 85. 

As onely in his arm the moment laß 

Of victorie; deeds of eternal fame 

Were don, but infinite: for wide was 2 | 

That Warr and various; ſomtimes on firm ground 

A ſtanding fight, then ſoaring on main wing 

Tormented all the Air; all Air ſeemd then 

Conflicting Fire: long time in eeven ſcale 

The Battel hung; till Satan, who that day 

Prodigious power had ſhewn, and met in Armes 

No equal, raunging — the dire attack 

Of fighting Seraphim confus d, at length 

Saw where the Sword of Michael ſmote, and fell d 

Squadrons at once, with huge two-handed ſway 

Brandiſht aloft the horrid edge came down 

Wide waſting ; ſach deſtruction to withſtand | 

He haſted, and oppos'd the rockie Orb | 4 

Of tenfold Adamant, his ample Shield 

Avaſt circumference : At his approach 

The great Arch-Angel from his warlike toile 4 

Surceas d, and glad as hoping here to end 

Inteſtine War in Heav'n, the arch foe ſubdu'd ' 

Or Captive drag d in Chains, with hoſtile frown C. 

And viſage all enflam'd firſt thus began, © *© 

Author of evil, unknown till thy revolt, 4 

Unnam'd in Heav n, now plenteous, as thou ſeeſt 

Theſe Acts of hateful ſtrife, hateful to all, 

Though heavieſt by juſt meaſure on thy ſelf 

And thy adherents: how haſt thou diſturb d | 

Heaw'ns bleſſed peace; and into Nature brougbt 
Miſerie, uncreated till the crime Eee 

Of thy Rebellion? how haſt thou inſtill'd | 

Thy malice into thouſands, once upright 3 
And faithful, now prov d falſe. But think not * 

LEE 0 
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To trouble Ho: Reft; Heav n caſts — 
From all her Confines. Heayn the Carve 8 due. 
Brooks not the works of violence and Warr. 
Hence then, and evil go with vor nlong IE 4 
Thy ofspring, to the place of evil, He ix 
Thou and thy, wicked crew; there mingle broiles, 
Exe this * Sword begin thy doome. 
Or ſor more ſudden vengeance wing d from G0 
Precipitate thee with jg rg paine. | 1 
So ſpake the Prince of Angels; to whom thus -. 
The Adverſarie. Nor think thou with wind | 
Of airie threats to aw whom yet with deeds 0 
Thon canſt not. Haſt thou — the leaſt of theſe 
To flight, or if to fall, but that they riſe 1 
es 5 ealier to tranſad with mee .:{ 
That thou ſhouldit hope, imperious, and with throes 
To chaſe me hence? erre not that ſo ſhall end N 
The ſtrife which thou call ſt evil, but wee ſtyle 
The ſtrife of Glorie; which we mean to win, 
Or turn this Heav n it ſelf into the Hell 
Thou fableſt, hexe however to dwell free, 
If not to reign: mean while thy urmolt force, 1 
And join him nam d Almighty to thy aid, 0 
I flie not, but have fought thee farr and nid. 
They ended parle, and both add reſt for fight 
Unſpeakable; for who, though with the tongue 
Of Angels, can relate, or to What things 
Liken on Earth conſpicnous, chat may lift * 
Human imagination to ſuch highhth | 
Of G er; for likeſt Gods they bend. l 
Stood 1 or moy d, in ſtature, motion, arm 
Fit to decide th ire of great Heav'n, 
Now wav d thir fierie Swords, and in the Aire 
Made horrid Circles; two broad Suns thir e , 
laz 
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Blaz'd oppoſite, while expedtationſgod © | © 
In horror y from each hand wir ſpeed ratir : 
Where erſt was thickeſt fight, ih Angelit rhrong, 
And left large field, unſafe within the wind . * 

Ofſurh commotion, ſuch as to ſet forth © 


Great things by ſmall, If Natures concord broke, 


Among rhe*Conſtellations-warr were ſprung, 
Two Planets ruſhing from aſpect maligne 
Of fierceſt oppoſition in mid Skie, ' 
Should combat, and thir jarring * confound. 
Together both with next to Almightie Arme, 


Uplifted imminent one ſtroke they aim d 

Thar might determine, and not need repeate, 

As not of power, at once; nor odds appeerd 

In might or ſwift prevention; but che fword 

Of Michael from the Armorie of God 

Was gin him t rd fo, that neither keen 

Nor ſolid might reliſt that edge: it met 

The ſword of Satan with ſteep force to ſmite 
Deſcending, and in half cut ſheere, nor ſtaid, 
But with ſwift wheele reverſe, deep entriag ſnar d 
All his right ſide; then Satan firſt knew pain, 
And writh d him to and fro convolv d; ſo ſore 

The griding ſword with diſcontinuous wound 

Paſs dthrough him, but th Ethereal ſybſtance clos'd d 
Not long diviſible, and from the gaſh Y 

A ſtream of Nectarous humor iſſuing flow d 


Sanguin, ſuch as Celeſtial Spirits may bleed, 


And all his Armour ſtaind ere while ſo bright. 


Forthwith on all ſides to his aide was run 


By Angels many and ſtrong. who interpos d 
Defence, while others bore him on thir Shields 
Back to his Chariot; whereit ſtood retir'd 
From off the files of warr ; there they him laid 
{ LEE Gnaſhing 
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Gnaſking for anguiſh and deſpite and ſhame ' . 


Io find himſelf not matchleſs, and his pride 


Humbl'd by ſuch rebuke, ſo farr beneath 

His confidence to equal God in power. 

Vet ſoon he heal'd; for Spirits that live throughout 
Vital in every part, not as frail man 

In Entrajles, Heart or Head, Liver or Reines; 
Cannot but by annihilating die, 

Nor in thir liquid texture mortal wound 
Receive, no more then can the fluid Aire ; | 
All Heart they live, all Head, all. Eye, all Eare, 
All Intelle&, all Senfe, and as they pleaſe, 

They Limb themſelves, and colour, ſhape or ſize 
Aſſume, as likes them beſt, condenſe or rare. 

Mean while in other parts like deeds deſeryd 
Memorial, where the might of Gabriel fought, © 
And with fierce Enſignes piere d the deep array +, 
Of Moles furious King, who him defi'd, 

And at his Chariot wheeles to drag him bounce 
Threatn d, nor from the Holie One of Heav'n 
Refrein d his tongue blaſphemous; but anon 

Down clov'n to the waſte, with.ſhatterd Armes 

And uncouth. pine fled bellowing. On each wing 
Urieland Raphael his vaunting foe, . 

Though buge, and in a Rock of Diamond Armd, 
Vanquiſh'd Adramelec, and Aſmadai, 

Two potent Thrones, chat to be leſs then Gods 
Diſdain d, but meaner thoughts Jearnd in thir fligbt,,/ 
Mangl'd with gaſtly wounds through Plate and Witt 
Nor ſtood m0, #y Abaiel to annoy 
The Atheiſt crew, but with redoubl'd blow 
Ariel and Arioc, and the violence 

Of Ramiel ſcorcht and blaſted overthrew. 
I might relate of thouſands, and thir names | 
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Eternize here on Earth; but thoſe ele 

Angels contented with thir fame in'Heav'n 

Seek not the praiſe of men: the other ſort 

In might though wondrous and in Acts of Warr, 
Nor of Renown leſs eager, yet by doome 
Canceld from Heav'n and ſacred memorie, 

| Nameleſs in dark oblivion let them dwell. 

For ſtrength from Truth divided and from Juſt, 
Illaudable, naught merits but diſpraiſe 

And ignominie, yet to glorie aſpires 
Vain glorious, and through infamie ſecks fame : 
Therfore Eternal ſilence be thir doome. 

And now thir Mightieſt quelld, the battel ſwerv'd, 
With many an inrode gor d; deformed rout 
Enter d, and fonl diforder ; all the ground 
With ſhiverd armour ſtrow'n, and on a heap 
Chariot and Charioter lay overturnd 
And fierie foaming” Steeds ; what ſtood, recoyld 
Orewearied, through' the faint Satanic Hoſt 
Defenſive ſcarſe, or with pale fear ſurpris d. 

Then firſt with fear ſurpris'd and ſenſe of paine 
Fled ignominious, to ſuch evil brought 

By ſin of difobedience, till that hour 

Not liable to fear or flight or paine. 

Far otherwiſe th' inviolable Saints 

In Cubic Phalanx firm'advanc't entire, 
Invulnerable, impenitrably arm'd : 

Such high advantages thir innocence 

Gave them above thir foes, not to have ſinnd, 
Not to have diſobei d; in fight they ſtood 
Unwearied, unobnoxious to be pain d 

By wound, though from thir place 7 violence moy'd. 

Now Night her courſe began, and over Heay'n 
Indacing darkneſs, grateſul truce impos d, , 

", g nd 
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And ſilence on the odious ding of Warr?ꝛ BY 
Under her Cloudie covert both retir d. lon 
Victor and Vanquiſlit: on the foughten field - -... 
Michael aud his Angels prevalent Ain 
Encamping, plac d in Guard thir Watches round. 
Cherubic waying fires: on th other part B 
Satan with his tebellious diſappeexd. A 
Far in thedarkdiflodg'd, and void of reſt. 
His Potentates to Councel call d by night; et 
And in the midſt thus undiſmai d began, bag 
O now in danger tri d, now knownig Armes 
Not to be overpowerd, Companions deare, vw 
Found worthy not of Libertie alona, 


Too mean pretenſe; hut hat we mors aſſect, I 
Honour, Dominion, Glorie, and renguẽ ne, 
Who have ſuſtaind one day in doubtful igt 
( And if one day, why not Eternal dayes?) 17 


What Heavens Lord had powerfulleſt to ſend 
Againſt us from about bis Throne, and judge 
Sufficient to ſubdue us to his will, fl 
But proves not: ſo: then fallible, it ſeems, 

Of future we may deem him, thongh till now 
Omniſcient thought. True is, leſs firmly arm d, 

Some diſadvantage we endur d and pai nec, 

Till now not known, but known as ſoon contemnd, 
Since now we find this our Empyteal form | 
Incapable of mortal-injurie | 
Imperiſhable, and though peirc'd with wound, 

Soon cloling. and by native vigour heald. 

Of evil then ſo ſmall as eaſie think 

'The remedie ; perhaps more yalid Armes, 

Weapons more violent, when next we meet, 

May ſerve to better us, and worfeour foes, ; Nj 
Or equal what between us made the odds, 17 : 
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ure none: if other hidden caufſfſe 
them Superiour, while we can referye 


|, cha our mindes, and und ſound, 


Due ſearch and conſultation will diſcloſe. 
He ſat, and ia th aſſenibly next upſtood 
Niſroc, of Principalities the prime ; 
Asone he ſtood efcap't from cruel b t, 
Sore toild, his rin Armes to havoc 
And cloudie in aſpect thus anſwering 2 
Deliverer from new Lords, leader to 
Enjoyment of our right as Gods ; yet hard 
For Gods, and too unequal work we find 
Againſt unequal armes to fight in paine, 
Againſt unpaind, impaſſive; from which evil 
Ruin muſt needs enſue; for what availes 
Valour or ſtrength, though matchleſs, esel with pain 
Which all ſubdues, and makes remiſs 
Of Mightieſt. Senſe of pleaſure we _ well 
Spare out of life perhaps, and not 
But live content, which is the calme life: 
But pain is perfet miſerie, the worſt 
Of evils, and exceſſive, overturnes 
All patience. He who therefore can invent 
With what more forcible we may offend 
Our yet unwounded Enemies, or arme 
Our ſelves with like defence, to me deſerves 
No leſs then for deliverance what we owe. 
Whereto with look compos d Satan repli d. 


Not uninvented that, which thou aright 


Believſt ſo main to our ſucceſs, I brin 


| Which of us who beholds the bright 


Of this Ethereous mould whereon we ſtand, 


This continent of ſpacious Heay'n, adorn: 


FA 11 With Plant Fruit, Flour Ambroſial, Gemms& Gold. 2 


Whoſe 
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Whoſe Eye ſo fuperficially ſurveyes : -- + 47 
Theſe things, as not to mind from whence they grow 
Deep under ground, materials dark and crule. 
Of ſpiritòus and fierie ſpume, till coucht 720 
With Heav ns ray, and temperd they ſhoot forth 
So beauteoũs, op hing to the ambient light. Y 
Theſe in thir dark Nativitie the Deep 

Shall yield us pregnant with infernal flame, 
Which into hallow Engins long and round 
Thick-rammd, at th' other bore with touch of fire 
Dilated and infuriate ſhall ſend forth 1 
From far with thundring noiſe among our ſosę 
Such implements of mischief as ſhall daſh \ 
To pieces, and orewhelm whatever ſtands _ , 
Adverſe, that they ſhall fear we have diſarmd 

The Thunderer of his only dreaded bolt. 

Nor long ſnall be our labour, yet ere dawne. 
Effect ſhall end our wiſh. Mean while reviv e; 
Abandon fear; to ſtrength and counſel joind 

Think nothing hard, much leſs to be deſpaird. 

He ended, and his words thir drooping chere 
Enlightn d, and thir Janguiſht hope reviv d. 

Th' invention all admir d, and each, how hee 

To be th inventer miſs d, ſo eaſie it eemd _ | 
Once found, which yet unfound moſt would have 
 Impoſlible : yet baply of thy Race (thought) 
In future dayes, if Malice ſhould abound, A 
Some one intent on miſchief, or inſpir'd 

With dey'liſh machination might devife 

Like inſtrument to plague the Sons of men 
For lin, on warr and mutual (laughter bent. 
Forthwith from Councel to the work they flew; 
None arguing: ſtood, innumerable hands 


Were ready, in a moment up ttiey turnd 7 


— 
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Wide the Celeſtial ſoile, and ſaw beneath 
| Tt originals of Nature in thir crude 
| | Conception; Sulphurous and Nitrous Foame 
They found, they tningl d, and with ſuttle Art, 
Concocted and aduſted they reduc d 
To blackeſt grain, and into ſtore convey d: 
Part hidd'n veins diggd up ( nor hath this Earth 
Entrails unlike ) of Mineral and Stone, 
Whereof to found thir Engins arid thir Balls 
- | Of miſſive ruin; part incentiye reed 8 
Provide, pernicious with one touch to fire. 
do all ere day- ſpring, under conſcious Night 
Secret they finiſh d, and in order ſet, 1 
With ſilent circumſpection uneſpi d. 
Now when fair Mörn Orient in Heav'n appeerd 
Up roſe the Victor Angels, and to Arme 
The matin Trumpet Sung : in Arms they ſtood 
Of Golden Panoplie, refulgent Hoſt, 
Soon banded ; others from the dawning Hills 

Lookd round, and Scouts each Coaſt light-armed 
Each quarter, to deſcrie the diſtant foe, ( ſcoure, 
Where lodg d, or whither fled, or if for fight, 
In motion or in alt : him ſoon they met 
Under ſpred Enſignes moving nigh, inflow 
But firm Battalion ; back with ſpeedieſt Sail 
Zopbiel, of Cherubim the ſwifteſt wing, 
Came flying, and in mid Aire aloud thus eri d. 
Arme, Warriours, Arme for fight, the foe at hand, 
Whom fled we thought, will ſave us long purſuit 
This day, feat not his flight; ſo thick a Cloud 
He comes, and ſettl'd in his face I ſee 

d reſolution and ſecure 1 let each 
His Adamantine coat gird well, and each 
It pell his Helme, gripe faſt his orbed Shield, 
To. a * by M wa) 


Born 
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Born eevn or high, for this day will pour down, 
If I Reals, t. no dri dor rr, 
But ratling Norm of Arrows barbd with fire. 

So wary J ae put rus and ſoon 

In order, quit of all impediment . | 
Inſtant — diſturb they took Alarm, 

And onward move Embartelld y when behold 

Not diſtant far with heavie pace the Foc 
Approaching groſs. and huge; in hollow Cube. 
Training his deviliſh Enginrie, impal'd 
On every ſide with ſhaddowing Squadrons Deep, 
To hide the fraud. At interview both ſtood 

A while, but ſuddenly at head appeerd 

Satan: And thus was heard Commanding loud, - 

Vangnnrs, to Right and Left the Front unfould; 

That all may ſee ho hate us, how we ſeek | 
Peace and compoſure, and with open breft 

Stand readie to receive them, if they like 

Our overture, and turn not back perverſe ; 

But that. I doubt, however witneſs Heaven, 
Heav'n witneſs thou anon, while we diſcharge 
Freely our part ; yee who appointed ſtand 

Do as you have in charge, and briefly touch 

What we propound, and loud that all may hear. 

So ſcoffing in ambiguous words he ſcarce, 

Had ended ; when to Right and Left the Front 
Divided; and to either Flank retir'd. 

Which to our eyes diſcoverd new and ſtrange, 

A triple mounted row of Pillars laid | 
On Wheels (for like to Pillars moſt they ſeem'd 
Or hollow'd bodies made of Oak or Firr | 
With branches lopt, in Wood or Mountain fell d.) 
Braſs, Iron, Stonie mould, had not thir mouthes 
Wich hideous orifice gap't on us wide, 2 
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Portending hollow cruce ; at each behind 
A Serap 00d, and in hix hand 4 Reed 

Stood waving tipt welth rez. while we faſpeate; 
Collected Rood within our thoughtsamus, 
Not long, for Tuidden all at once thir Reeds 

put forth, and to a narrbiw vent appli d 
With niceſt touch. Tmimediare*in a flame, 
But ſoon obſcur d with ſinoak; all Heay'n 206 
From thoſe deep throated Engins belchr; whoſe | roar 
Emboweld with 2 — the Air 

And all der entrails tore, ing foule 

Thir deviliſh glut, yl 7 — and Hail 
Of Iron Globes, which on the Victor Hoſt 

Level d, with ſuch impetuous furie ſmote, 

That whom they hit, none on thir feet might ſtand, 
Though Ganding elſe as Rocks, but down they fel 

By thouſands, Angel on Arch-An el zowl'd, 


The foohet for thir Arnms/unarm'd they might 


Have eaſily as Spirits evaded ſwifr 
By quick contraction or remove; but now 
Foule dillipation follow A and forc'r rout; 
Nor ſerv'd it to relax thir ferried files. 
What ſhould they do? if on they raſhe, repulſẽ 
Repeated, and indecent overthrow 
Doubl'd, would render them yet more deſpis d. 
And to thir foes a laughter; ſor in view 
Stood rankt of Seraphim another row 
In poſture to diſplode thir ſecond tire 
Of Thunder: back defeated to return 
They worſe abhorr d. Satan bebe ld thir plight, 
And to his Mares thus in deriſion call d. 

O Friends, why come not on theſe Victors proud 7 


Ere while they fierce were coming, and when wee, 
To entertain them fair with open Front l 
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And Breſt, (what could we more?) propounded terms 
Of compolition, ſtrait they chang d thir minds, 
Flew off, and into ſtrange vagaries fell, 
As they would dance, yet for a dance they ſeemd 
Somwhat extravagant and wilde, perhaps 
For joy of offerd peace: but I ſuppoſe 
If our propoſals once again were heard _ 
Wa ſheuld compel them to a quick reſult. 

To whom thus Belial in like gameſom mood, 
Leader, the terms we ſent were terms of weight, 

Of hard contents, and full of force urg d home, 
Such as ye might perceive amus d them all, 
And dumb many, who receives them right, 
Had need from head to foot well underſtand; 

Not underſtood, this gift they have beſides, 
They ſhew us when our foes walk not upright. 

So they among themſelves in pleaſant veine 
Stood ſcoffing, highthn'd in thir thoughts beyond 
All doubt of Victorie, eternal might 
To match with thir inventions they preſum d 
So eaſie, and of his Thunder made a ſcorn, 

And all his Hoſt derided, while they ſtood 

A while in trouble; but they ſtood not long, 
Rage prompted them at length, and found them arms 
Againſt ſuch helliſh miſchief fit to oppoſe. 
Forthwith ( behold che excellence, the power 
Which God hath in his mighty Angels plac'd ) 
Thbir Arms away they. threw, and to the Hills 
For Eartli hath this variety from Heav'n 

Of pleaſure ſituate in Hill and Dale) 

Light as the Lightning glimps they ran, they flew, 
From thir foundations looſning to and fro 
They pluckt the ſeated Hills with all thir load, 
Rocks, Waters, Woods, and by the ſhaggie tops 
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Up lifting borethem in thir hands: Amaze, - 
Be ſure, and terrour ſeis d the rebel Hoſt, 
When coming towards them ſo dread they ſaw . 
The bottom of the Mountains upward turn d. 
Till on thoſe curſed Engins triple-row # 
They ſaw them whelm'd, and all thir confidence 
Under the weight of Mountains buried deep, 
Themſelves invaded next, and on thir heads 
Main Promontories flugg, which in the Air 
Came ſhadowing, and oppreſt whole Legions arm'd, 
Thir armor help'd thir harm, cruſh't in and bruis'd 
Into thir ſubſtance pent, which wrought them pain 
Implacable, and many a dolorous groan, 
Long {trugling underneath, ere they could wind 
Out of ſuch priſon, though Spirits of pureſt light, 
Pureſt at firſt, now coo by inning grown. 
The reſt in imitation to like Armes 
Betook them, and the neighbouring Hills uptore 
So Hills amid the Air encounterd Hills 
Hurl'd to and fro with jaculation dire, | 
That under roue. they fought in diſmal ſhade 
* Infernal noiſe; Warr ſeem'd a civil Game 
To this uproar ; horrid confulion heapt 
Upon confuſion roſe : and now all Heav'n 
Had gon to wrack, with ruin overſpred, 
Had not th' Almightie Father where he ſits 
Shrin'd in his Sanctuarie of Heav'n ſecure, 
Conſulting onthe ſum of things, foreſeen 
This tumult, and permitted all; advis d: 
That his great purpoſe he might ſo fulfill, 
To honour his Anointed Son ayeng'd 
Upon his enemies, and to declare 
All power on him transferr'd : whence to his Son 
Tb Aﬀeſſor of his Throne he thus began. 

1 | M 3 Efful- 
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Effulgence of my : Qlorie, Son betov'd, N 
Son in whoſe face inviſible is beheld | 
Viſibly, what by Deitie I am, 
And in whoſe hand what by Decree I doe, 
Second Omnipotence, two dayes are paſt, 
Two dayes, as we compute the dayes of Heav'n, 
Since Michael and his Powers went forth to tame 
Theſe diſobedient; ſore hath been thir fight, 
As likelieſt was, when two ſuch Foes met arm d; 
For to tbemſelves I left them, and thou knowſt, 
Equal ĩn their Creation they were form d, 
Sale what. ſn bath impaird. which yer hath wrought 
Inſenſibly, for 1 ſuſpend thir doom; 
Whence in perpetual fight they needs muſt laſt 
Endleſs, and no ſolution will be found : 
Warr wearied hath perform'd what Warr can do, 
And to diſorder d rage — looſe the reines, (makes 
With Mountains as with Weapons arm'd, which 
Wild work in Heay'n, and dangerous to the maine. 
Two dayes are therefore paſt, the third is thine ; 
For thee I have ordain d it, and thus fart 
Have ſufferd, that the Glorie may bothine 
Of ending this great Warr, ſince none hut Thon 
Can end it. Into thee ſuch Vertue and Grace 
Immenſe I have transfus d, that all may know 
In Heav 'n and Hell thy Power above compare, 
— this peryerſe Commotion governd thus, 
o manifeſt thee worthieſt to be Heir 
Of all things, to be Heir and to be Kin 
By Sacred n&ion, thy deſerved right. 
Go then thou Mightieſt i int by Fathers might, 
Aſcend my Chariot, guide the rapid Wheeles 
That ſhake Heav'ns baſis, bring forth all my Warr, - 
My Bow and Thunder, my Almightie Arms' 


ht 
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Gird on, and Sword npon th ) por The Ml 
purſue theſe ſons of Dirk re them 2 
From all Heay'ns bounds into the titer p 2% 
There let them learn, as likes them, 0 deſpie 
God and Meſſiah his anointed Kg. 
He ſaid, and on his Son withRayes direct 
Shon full, he all his Father full expreſt 
Ineffably into his face receiv d, | 
And thus the filial Godhead anfwering ſpake. 
O Father, O Supream of heav'nly Ihrones, 
Firſt, Higheſt, Holieſt, Beſt, thou alwayes ſeekſt 
To glorihe thy Son, I alwayes thee, ö 
As is moſt juſt; this I my Glorie account, 
My exaltation, and my whole delight, 
That thou in me well pleas d, declarſt thy will 
Ful fill d, which to fulfil is all my bliſs. 
Scepter and Power, thy giving, I aſſume, 
And gladlier ſhall reſign, when in the end 
Thou ſhalt be All in All, and I in thee 
For ever, and in mee all whom thou low'ſt: 
But whom thou hat ſt, I hate, and can put on 
Thy terrors, as I put thy mildneſs on, | 
Image of thee in all things; -and ſhall ſoon, 
Armd with thy might, rid Heav'n of theſe rebel ld, 
To thir prepar'd ill Manſion driven down 
To chains of darkneſs, and th' undying Worm, 
That from thy juſt obedience could revolt, 
Whom to obey is happineſs entire. 
Then ſhall thy Saints unmixr, and from th impure 
Farr ſeparate, circling thy holy Mount 
Unfained Hafeluiahsrothee ling, 
Hymns of high praiſe, and I among them chief. 
So ſaid, he ore his Scepter bowing, roſe 


IK 


And the third ſacred Morn began to ſhine 
Dawning throngh Heay'n : forth ruſh'd with whirl 
The Chariot of Paternal Deitic, ( wind ſound 
Flaſhing thick flames, Wheele- within Wheele un- 
It ſelf inſtin& with Spirit, but convoyd drawn, 
By fotir Cherubic ſhapes, four Faces each 

Had wondrous, as with Starrs thir bodies all 

And Wings were ſet with Eyes, with Eyes the wheels 
'Of Beril; and careering Fires between ; 

Over thir heads a chryſtal Firmament, 

Whereon a Saphir Throne, inlaid with pure 

Amber. and colours of the ſhowrie Arch. 

Hee in Celeſtial Panoplie all armd 

Of radiant Urim, work divinely wrought, 
Aſcended, at his Fight hand Victorie 

- Sate Eagle-wing'd ſide him hung his Bow 

And Quiver with three-bolted Thunder ſtor d, 

And from about him fierce Effuſion rowld 

Of ſmoak and bickering flame, and ſparkles dire; 
Atterded with ten thouſand thouſand Saints, 

He onward. came, farr off his coming ſhon, 

And twentie thouſand ( I thir number heard) 
Chariots of God, half on each hand were ſeen :; ; 
Hee on the wings of Cherub rode ſublime 
On the Chryſtallin Skie, in Saphir Thron d. 
Illuſtrious farr and wide, but by his own 
Firſt ſeen, them unexpected joy ſur py d, 
When the great Enſign of Meſſiab| llazd 
Aloft by Angels born, his Sign in Heav'n - 
Under whoſe conduct Aichael ſoon reduc'd 
His Armie, circumfus'd on either Wing, 
Under thir Head imbodied all in one. 

Before him Power Divine his way prepar'd ; 
Ar his command the uprooted Hills retir d 


Each 
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Each to his place, they heard his voice and went | 
Obſequious, Heay'n his wonted face 

And with freſh Flourets Hill and Valley ſmil d. 
This ſaw-his hapleſs Foes but ſtood obdur d, 
And to rebellious fight rallied thir Powers 
Inſenſate, hope conceiving from deſpair. 
In heay'nly Spirits could ſuch perverſeneſs dwell? 
$ But to convince the proud what Signs availe, 

Or Wonders move th obdurate to relent ? 

They hard' nd more by what might moſt reclame, 

Grieving to ſee his Glorie, at the ſight 

Took envie, and aſpiring to his highth, 
Stood reimbattell d fierce, by force or fraud 

weening to proſper, and at length prevaile 

Againſt God and Meſſiab, or to fall 

In univerſal ruin laſt, and now | 

To final Battel drew, diſdaining flight, 

Or faint retreat; when the great Son of God 

To all his Hoſt on either hand thus ſpake. 

Stand ſtill in bright array ye Saints, here ſtand 

Ye Angels arm d, this day from Battel reſt ; 

Faithful hath been your warfare, and of God 

Accepted, fearleſs in his righteous Cauſe, 2 

And as ye have receiyvd, ſo have ye don 

Invincibly ; but of this curſed crew 

The puniſhment to other hand belongs, | 

Vengeance is his, or whoſe he ſole appoints ; 

Number to this dayes work is not ordain'd 

Nor multitude, ſtand onely and behold 

Gods. indignation on theſe Godleſs pourd f 
By mee, not you but mee they have deſpis d, 
Yer envied; againſt mee is all thir rage, 
Becauſe the Father, ᷑ whom in Heav n ſupream | 
Kingdom and Power and Glorie apperrains, 
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Hath honourd me according to his will. 
Therefore to mee thir doom he hath aſſig nd; 
That they may have thir wiſh, to trie with mee 
In Battel which the tr proves, they all, 
Or I alone againſt them, ſince by ſtrengt 
They meaſure all, of other excellence 
Not emulous, nor care who them excells , 
Nor other ſtrife with them do I voutſafe. 

So ſpake the Son, and into terrour chang'd 
His count nance too ſevere to be beheld 
And full of wrauth bent on his Enemies, 
At once the Four ſpred out thir Starrie wings 
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With dreadful ſhade contiguous, and the Orbes | 
Of his fierce Chariot rowld ; as with the ſound - * 


Of torrent Floods, or of a numerous Hoſt. 
Hee on his impious Foes right onward drove, 
Gloomie as Night; under his burning Wheeles 
The ſtedfaſt Empyrean ſhook throughout, 

All but the Throne it ſelf of God. Full ſoon 
Among them he arriv'd ; in his right hand 
Graſping ten thouſand Thunders, which he ſent 
Before him, ſuch as in thir Soules infix'd 
Plagues; they aſtonifht all reſiſtance loſt, 

All courage ; down thir idle weapons drop'd ; 


O're Shields and Helmes, and helmed heads he rode 


Of Thrones and mighty Seraphim proſtrate, 
That wiſht the Mountains now- might be again 
Thrown on them as a ſhelter from his ire. 
Nor leſs on either fide tempeſtuous fell 

His arrows, from the fourfold-viſag'd Foure, 


Diſtinct with. eyes, and from the iwitig Wheels 1 


Diſtin& alike wa multitude of eyes, 
One Spirit in them rul d, and every eye 


Glar'd lightning, and ſhot forth pernicious fire 
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| ns th arcurſt, that witherd all thir ſtrengid, 
| 1 bir wonred vigour left them graind, . 

| exhauſted; ſpiriileſt, Rl, > foe 
Yer half his ſtrength he put nor forth, bur: beck 
His Thunder in mid Volie, for be meant 
I | Not to deſtroy, but root them out of Heay'n : 
The overthrown he rais d, and as a Heard 
Of Goats or timerous flock together thr 
Drove them before him Tliunder-ſtrack, purſu'd 
With terrors and with furies to the bounds 

And Chryſtal wall of Heav'n, which o wide, 
- | Rowldinward, and a ſpacious Gap diſclos 
Into the waltful Deep; the monſtrous fight 
Strook them with done backward, but far worſe 
urg d them bebind ; headlong themſelves they threw 
Down from the verge of Heay'n, Eternal wrauth 
Burnt after chem to the bottomleſs pit. 

Hell heard th' unſufferable noiſe, Hell ſaw 
Heay n ruining from Heay'n and would have fled - 
Affrighted; but ſtrict Fate had caſt too deep 
Her dark foundations, and too faſt had bound. 
Nine dayes they fell; confounded Chass roard, 
And felt "renfold confultoti in thir fall | 
Through his wilde Anarchie, ſo a rout 
Incumberd him with ruin: Hell at laſt 
Yawning: receavd-thent whole, and on them clos 4, 
Hell thir fit habitation fraught wich fire 
; 8 the houſe of woe and paine. 
Disburd nd Heay'n re joic d, and ſoonrepaird 
Her mural breach, returning whence it rowld. 
: Sole Victor from th expulſion of hjs Foes 
7 Il. ab bis triumphal Chariot turn? 
5 To meet bim all his Saints, who ſilent ſtood 
je witneſſes of his Almightie Acts, 
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With Jubilie advanc'd ; and as they went, 
Shaded with branching Palme, each order bright, 
Sung Triumph, and him ſung Victorious King. 
Son, Heir, and Lord, to him Dominion giv'n, 
Werthieſt to Reign: he celebrated rode 
Triumphant through mid Heav'n, into the Courts 
And Temple of his mightie Father Thron d - 
On high: who into Glorie him receav d, 
Where now he ſits at the right hand of bliſs. 
Thus meaſuring things in Heav'n by things on Earth 

Ar thy requeſt, and that thou maiſt beware 
By what is paſt, to thee I have reveal d 
What might have elſe to human Race bin hid; 
The diſcord which befel, and Warr in Heav'n 
Amongth' Angelic Powers, and the deep fall 

Of thoſe too high aſpiring, who rebelld C 
With Satan, hee who envies now thy ſtate, 
Who now is plotting how he may ſeduce 
Thee alſo from obedience, that with him 
Bereavd of happineſs thou maiſt partake 
His puniſhment, Eternal miſerie; 
Which would be all his ſolace and revenge, 
As a deſpite don againſt the moſt High, 
Thee once to gaine Companion of his woe. 
But lift'n not to his Temptations, warne 
Thy weaker; let it profit thee to have heard 
By terrible Example the reward * 
Of diſobedience; firm they might have ſtood, 
Yet fell; remember, and fear to tranſgreſs. 


The End of the Sixth Book, 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


- | Raphael at the requeſt of Adam relates how and where: 


fore this world was firſt created; that God, after the 
expelling of Satan and his Angels out of Heaven, de- 
clar'd his pleaſure to create another World and ather 
Creatures to dwell therein ; ſends his Son with Glory 
and attendance of Angels to perform the work of 
Creation in ſix dayes: the Angels celebrate with 
Hymns the performance thereof, and his reaſcention 
into Heaven. of 


Eſcend from Heav'n Urania, by that name 

If rightly thou art call d, whoſe Voice divine 
Following, above th' Olympian Hill I ſoare, 
Above the flight of Pegaſean wing. 
The meaning, not the Name I call: for thou 


Nor of the Muſes nine, nor on the top 


Of old Olympus dwellſt, but Heav'nlie borne, 
Before the Hills appeerd, or Fountain flow'd, | 
| 5 4 Thou 
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Thou with Eternal wiſdom didſt converſe, 
— oy Ser, and 1 didſt pla 

reſe Almightic Fader, old. 
ht a Song. Up le 
Info the Head n of Heav'ns 1 have glelum ma 
An Earthlie Gueſt, and drawn Empyreal Aire, 
Thy tempring, with like ſafetie guided down. | 
Return me to my Native Element : 
Leaſt from pre, Steed unrein d, (as once 
Bellerophon, thouglr from a lower Clime ) 
— 3 on th Aleian Field I fall 
Erroneotis there to wander and fortorne: 
Half yer remaines unſung, bur narrower bound 
Within the viſible Diurnal Spheare; 
Standing on Earth, not rapt aboy ethe Pole, 
More ſafe I Sing with mortal voice, unchang d 
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To hoarceor mute, * 8 falln on evil da yes.” & 


On evil dayes though fall n, and evil photos bi be 
In darknek, and with dangers compaſt round, 
And folicude'; yet not alone, white thon. © © ©? 
Vilit ſt my.Clumt rs Nightly, or when Morn 
Purples the Ealt: ſtill govern thou my Song; 
Urania, and fit audience find, though few. 

But drivefatr off che barbarous diflonance 

Of Bacthus and his revellers, the Race 

Of that wilde Rout that tore the Thracian Bard 
In Rhodope, where Woods and Rocks had Eares 
To rapture, till the ſavage clamor dround 


Both Harp and Voice; nor could the Muſe defend 4 


Her Son. So fail not thou, who thee implores: 
For thou art Heay'nlie, ſhee an empty dreame. 

Say Goddeſs, what enfu d when Raphael, 
The affable Atch- Angel, had forewarn'd 
Adam by dire example to beware 


' 
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Apoſtaſie, by what beſell in Heaven 

To thoſe Apoſtates, leaſt the like befall 

In Paradiſe to Adam or his Race, 

Charg'd not to touch the interdicted Tree, 

If they tranſgreſs, and flight that ſole command, 

So eaſily obeyd amid the choice | 

of all taſtes elſe to pleaſe thir appetite, 

Though wandring. He with his conſorted Eve 

The ſtorie heard attentive, and was filld 

With admiration, and deep Muſe to heare 

Of things ſo high and ſtrange, things to thir thought 

So unimaginable as hate in Heay'n, * 

And Warr ſo neer the Peace of God in bliſs 

With ſuch confuſion: but the evil ſoon 

Driv'n back redounded as a flood on thoſe 

From whom it ſprung, impoſſible to mix 

With Bleſſedneſs. Whence Adam ſoon repeald 

The doubts that in his heart aroſe : and now 

Led on, yet ſinleſs, with deſire to know 

' What neerer might concern him, bow this World 

Of Heay'n and Earth conſpicious firſt began, 

When, and whereof created, for what cauſe, 

Wbat within Eden or without was done 

Before his memorie, as one whoſe drouth 

Yet ſcarce allay d ſtill eyes the current ſtreame, 

Whoſe liquid murmur heard new thirſt excites, 

proceeded thus to ask his Heay'nly Gueſt, 1 
Great things, and full of wonder in our eares, 


| Farrdiffering from this World, thou haſt reveald 


Divine interpreter, by favour ſent 

Down from the Empyrean to forewarne 

Us timely of what might elſe have bin our loſs, 
Unknown, which human knowleds could not reach: 
For which to the inſinitly Good we owe | 


Immor- 


Immortal thanks, and his admoriſhment 

Receave with ſolemne purpoſe. to obſerve 

Immutably his ſovran will, the end at 

Of what we are. But ſince thou haſt voutſaf t 

Gently for our inſtruction to ĩmpart C 

Things above Earthly thought, which yet concernd 

Our knowing, as to higheſt wiſdom ſeemd, 

Deign to deſcend now lower, and relate 

What may no leſs perhaps availe us known, 

How firſt Foc this Heav'n which we behold 

Diſtant fo high, with moving Fires adornd 

Innumerable, and this which yeelds or fills 

All pace; the ambient Aire wide interfus'd 

Imbracing round this florid Earth, what cauſe 

Mov'd the Creator in his holy Reſt 

Through all Eternitie ſo late to build 3 

In Chaos, and the work begun, how ſdon 

Abſolv'd, if unforbid thou maiſt unfould 

What wee, not to explore the ſecrets aske 

Of his Eternal Empire, but the more 

To magnifie bis works, the more we know. 

And the great Light of Day yet wants to run 

Much of his Race though ſteep, ſuſpenſ in Heav'n 

Held by thy voice, thy potent voice he heares, 

And longer will delay to heare thee tell 

His Generation, and the riſing Birth 

Of Nature from the unapparent Deep: 

Or if the Starr of Eevning and the Moon 

Haſte to thy audience, Night with her will bring 

Silence, and Sleep liſtning to thee will watch, 

Or we can bid his abſence, till thy Song 

End, and diſmiſs thee ere the Morning ſhine. 
Thus Adam his illuſtrious Gueſt beſought: 

And thus the Godlike Angel anſwerd milde, 


* 


176 ; Paradiſe Loſt. Book VI. £ 


FP — . I CCRr-PVCTCCTMRTrTCTOCOT CC RERTTATTIET T--S a» ©. 


wel Wt _ ot td by A—_— 


Ii» Hb MG 


Weck VIE: Paradife Lot yy 


This alſo th requeſt with caution askt 192 036 
Obtaine: — Almightie works 


What words or tongue of Seraph can ſuffice, 
Or heart of man ſuffice to comprehend? | 
Yet what thou canſt attain, which beſt may ſerve 
To glorifie the Maker, and inferr $4 
Thee alſo happier; ſhallnot be wichheld 
Thy hearing, ſuch Commiſſion from above 
| Thavereceay'd, to anſwer thy deſire 
Of knowledge within bounds ; beyond abſtain | 
To ask, nor let thine pwn inventions ho[fe 
Things not reveal d, which th'-inyifible King; 
Onely Omniſcient, bath ſappreſt in Night, 
To none communicable in Earth or Heaven: 
Anough is left beſides to ſearch and know) 
But Knowledge is as food, and needs no leſs 
| Her Temperance over &ppetite, to know 
In meaſure what the mind may well eontan, 
Oppreſſes elſe with Surfer, anct ſoon turns 
Wiſdom to Folly, as Nouriſhment to Winde. 
Know then, that after Lucifer from Heav'n 
(So call him, brighter once amidſt the Hoſt 
Of Angels, then that Starr the Starrs among) 
Fell with his flaming Legions through the Deep „ 
Into his place, and the great Son rerurnd 
Victorious with his Saints. th Omnipotent 
Eternal Father from his Throne beheld 
Thir multitude, and to his Son thus ſpake. 
At leaſt our envious Foe hath fail'd, who thought 
Al like bimfelf rebellious, by whoſe aid | 
This inacceſſible high ſtrength, the fear 
Of Deitie ſupream, us diſpoſſeſt, 
truſted to have ſeis d, and into fraud 
Brey many, whom thir _ knows here no * 
CL N et 
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Yet farr the greater part have kept, I ſee, 

Thir ſtation; Heay'n yet. populomeetaines 

Number ſufficient to poſſeſs her Realmes 

Though wide, and this high Temple to frequent 

With Miniſteries due and ſolemn Rites : | 

But leaſt his heart exalt him in the harme 

Already done, to have diſpeopl d Heavn 

My damage fondly deem'd, I can repaire 

That detriment, if ſuch it be to loſe 

Self-loſt, and in a moment will create 

Another World, out of one man à Race 

Of men lenser there to dwell, 

Not here, till by degrees of merit rais'd 

They open to themſelves at length the way 

Up hither, under long obedience tri d, 

And Earth be — ro Heav n, & Heay'n to Eank 

One Kingdom, Joy and Union without end. 7.1 

Mean while inhabit laze; ye Powers of Heav'n, | 

And thou my Word, begotten Son, b chee | 

This I — As ſpeak thou, and be i it 

My overſhadowing Spirit and — * 

I ſend along, tide forth, and bid 4 

Within 4 derber bounds be Heav'n — * | 
& Boundleſs che Deep, becauſe I am who Bll 15 

Infi nitude, nor vacuous the ſpace. | 195 

Though I uncircumſerib d my ſelf retite, \ 88 

And put not forth my goodneſs, which is free J 

To act or not, Neceſſitie and Chance Br 

Approach not mee, and what I will is Fate. i | 

So f. pake ch Almighnie, and to what he ſpake 

His Wor, the filial Godhead, gave effect. yi: 

Immediate are the Ads of God, more ſwiſt 9 

Then time or motion, but to human ears 9 

Cannot without precels of ſpeech be told, 
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$0 told as earthly notion ean rectaye, + 
Great triumph and rejoycing was in Hea n 
When ſuch was heard declat d the Almightie's will] 
Glorie they (ang co the molt High; yood will | 
To future men a in thir dwelingi peace: 
Glorie to him vrhoſe juſt avengiiſ ie 
Had driven out th ungodly from his ſight 
And th habitations bf; the jaſt ; to him 
 Glorie and praife;whoſe wiſdom bad otdain d 
Good out of evil to create, inflend - ' 

Of Spirits maligne a better Nate to bring 

Into thir Vacant room, and thetyy diffuſe 

His good to Worlds and Ages inbnite. 

So ſang the Hieratchies 2 Mean while the Son 
On his great Expedition now appeet d, 

Girt with Ochhipotence; with Radiance crown'd 
Of Majeſtie Divine; Sapience and Love 

?mmenſe, and all his Father in him ſhon. 

About his Chariot numberleſs were pour d 
Cherub and Seraph, Potentates and Thrones, 

And Vertues, winged Spirits, and Chariots wing d, 
From the Armoury ↄſ God, where ſtand of old 
Myriads between two brazen Mountains lodg d 

. Againſt a ſolemn day, harneſt at hand, 

Celeſtial Equipage; and now came forch 
Spontaneous, for within them Spirit livd. 
Attendant on thir Lord: Heav'n op'nd wide 
Her ever during Gates, Harmonious ſound 

On golden Hinges moving, to let forth 

The King of Glorie in his powerful Word 


1 And Spirit coming to create new Worlds. 


On heay'nly ground they ſtood, and from the ſhors 

They view'd the vaſt. immeaſurable Abyſs 

- Outrageotss as a Sea, dark, waſteful, wilde, * 
N N 2 ur 
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Up from the bottom turn d by furious windes 

And ſurging waves, as Mountains to affaulc 

Hegv'hs highth, and with the Center mix the Pole. 
Silence, ye troubl'd waves, and thou Deep, peace, 

Said then thi Word, yourdifeordend: d 
Nor ſtaid , but Wings of Cherubim 

Uplifted, in Paternal Glorie rode 

Farr into Chaos, and the World unborn; 

For Chaos heard his voice: him all his Traine 

Follow d in bright proceſſion to behold 

Creation, and the wonders of his might. 

Then ſtaid the fervid Wheeles, and in his hand 

He took the golden Compaſles, prepar'd 

In Gods Eternal ſtore, to circumſcribe 

This Univerſe, and all created things: 

One foot he eenter d, and the other turn d 

Round through the vaſt profunditic obſcure, 

And ſaid, thus farr extend, thus farr thy bounds, 

This be thy juſt Circumference, O World. 

Thus God the Heav'n created, thus the Earth, 

Matter unform'd and void: Darkneſs profound 

Cover'd th' Abyſs : but on the watrie calme 

His brooding wings the Spirit of God outſpred, 

And vital vertue infus'd, and vital warmth 

Throughout the fluid Maſs, but downward purg'd 

The black tartareous cold Infernal dregs 

Adverſe to life: then founded, then conglob'd 

Like things to like, rhe reſt to ſeveral place 

Diſparted, and between ſpun out the Air, 

And Earth ſelf ballauc't on her Cemer hung. 
Let ther be Light, ſaid God, and forthwith Light 

Ethereal firſt of things, quinteſſence pure 

Sprung from the Deep, and from her Native Eaſt 

To journic through the airie gloom began, 


Sphear d 
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. Sphear'd in a radiant Cloud, for yet the Sun 
Was not; ſhee in a cloudie Tabernacle 571 
Sojourn d the while. God ſaw the Light was good; 
And light from darkneſs by the Hemiſphere 
Divided: Light the Day, and Darkneſs Night 
He nam d. Thus was the firſt Day Eev'n and Morn: - 
Nor paſt uncelebrated, nor unſung 
By the Celeſtial Quires, when Orient Light 
Exhaling firſt from Darkneſs they beheld; 
Birth-day of Heay'n and Earth; with joy and ſhout 
The hollow Univerſal Orb they fill d, | 
And touch't thir Golden Harps, and hymning prais d 
God and his works, Creatour him they ſung, 
Both when firſt Eevning was, and when firſt Morn. 
Again, God ſaid, let ther be Firmament 

Amid the Waters, and let it divide 
The Waters from the Waters : and God made 
The Firmament, expanſe of liquid, pure, 
Tranſparent, Elemental Air, diffus d 
In circuit to the uttermoſt convex 
Of this great Round: partition firm and ſũre, 
The Waters underneath from thoſe above 
Dividing : for as Earth, ſo he the World 
Built on circumfluous Waters calme, in wide 
Cryſtallin Ocean, and the loud miſrule 
Of Chaos farr remov d, leaſt fierce extreames 
Contiguous might diſtemper the whole frame : 
And Heay'n he nam'd the Firmament: So Eev'n 
And Morning Chorus ſung the ſecond Day. . - -+ - 
The Earth was form'd, but in the Womb as yet 
Of Waters, Embryon immature involv'd, 
Appcer'd not: over all the face of Earth 
Main Ocean flow'd, not idle, but wich warme 
Prolific humour ſoft ning all her Globe, 

Sur N 3 Fermen- 
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Fermented. the great Mather to concave « | > 
Satiate with genial moiſture, when God ſaid 

I gather'd now ye Waters under Heav'n 

nto one phos; 6 — — dry Lang appeer. 

Immediately the Mountains huge appeer 
Emergent, and thir broad bare backs upheaye 
Into the Clouds, thir tops aſcend the Skig ; 

So high as heav'd the tumid Hills, ſo low 

Down ſunk a hollow bottom broad and deep, 
Capicious bed of Waters: thither they 

Haſted with glad precipitance, uprowld 

As drops on duſt 2 from the drie; 

Part riſe in cryſtal Wall. or ridge direct. 

Far haſte ; ſuch flight the great command impreſs d 
On the ſwift lavds 3 as Armies at the call 

Of Trumpet (for of Armies thou haſt heard) - 
Troop to thir Standard, ſo the watrie throng, 
Wave rowling after Wave, where way they found, 
If ſteep, with torrent rapture, if through Plaine, 
Soft- ebbing; nor withſtood them Rock or Hill, 
But they, or under ground, or circuit wide 

With Serpent errour wandring, found thir way, 
And on the waſhie Ooſe deep Channels wore ; 
Eaſie, e re God had bid the ground bedrie, 

All but within thoſe banks, where Rivers now 
Stream, and perpetual draw thir humid traine. 
The dry Land, Earth, and the great receptacle 

Of congregated Waters he call'd Seas: 

Ard ſaw that it was good, and ſaid, Let th Earth 
Put foxcli the verdant Graſs, Herb yielding Seed, 
And Fruit. Tree yielding Fruit after her kind; 
Whoſe Seed is in her ſelt upon the Earth. 

He ſca:xe had ſaid, when the bare Earth, till then 
Deſert and bare, unſigbily, unadorn d, 
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Brought forth the render Graſs, whoſe verdure clad 
Her Univerſal Face with pleaſant green, © 
Then Herbs of every leaf, that ſudden flour'd 
Op'ning thir various colours, and made gay 
Her boſom ſmelling ſweet: and theſe ſcarce blown, 
Forth flouriſh't thick the cluſtring Vine, forth crept 
The ſmelling Gourd, up ſtood the cornie Reed 
Embatteli'd in her field: and the humble Shrub, 
And Buſh with frizl'd hair implicit: laſt 
| Roſe as in Darke the ſtately Trees, and ſpred 
Thir branches hung with copious Fruit; or gemmd 
Thir bloſſoms:with high woods the hills were crownd, 
With tufts the vallies and each fountain fide, 
With borders long the Rivers. That Earth now 
Seemd like to Heay'n, a ſeat where Gods might dwell, 
Or wander with delight, and love to haunt 
Her ſacred ſhades : — God had yet not rain d 
Upon the Earth, and man to till the ground 
None was, but from the Earth a dewie Miſt 
Went up and waterd all the ground, and each 
Plant of the field, which ere it was in the Earth 
God made, and every Herb, before it grew 
On the green ſtemm; God ſaw that it was good. 
So Eev'n and Morn recorded the Third Day. 
Again th' Almightie ſpake; Let there be Lights 
High in th expanſe of Heaven to divide 
The Day from Night; and let them be for Signes, 
For Seaſons, and for Dayes, and circling Years, 
And let them be for Lights as I ordaine 
Thir Office in the Firmament of Heav'n 
To give Light on the Earth; and it was ſo. 
And God made two great Lights; great for thit uſe 
'To Man, the oper to have ruleby —___ 
I) be leſs by Night alterne: and made the Starrs, 
N N 4 And 


And ſet them in the Firmament of Heav'n ._ . 
To illuminate the Earth, and rule the 

In thir vitiſſitude, and rule the Night, 
And Light from Darkneſs to divide. God ſaw, 
Surveying his great Work, that it was good: 
For of Celeſtial Bodies firſt the Sun : : . 

A mightie Spheare he fram d, unlightſom firſt, 
Though of Ethereal Monld : then form'd the Moon 
Globoſe, and every magnitude of Starrs, | 
And ſowd with Starrs the Heav'n thick & a field: 

Of Light by farr the greater part he took, i 200 | 
Tranſplanted from ker cloudie Shrine, and plac'd 
In the Suns Orb; made porous to receive | 
And drink the liquid Light, firm to retaine 

Her gather d beams, great Palace now of Light. 
Hither as to thir Fountain other Starrs 

Repairing, in thir gold'n Urns draw Light,, 

And hence the Morning Planet guilds her horns ; 
By tincture or reflection they augment _ 

Thir ſmall peculiar, though from human ſight 

So farr remote, with diminution ſeen. 

Firſt in his Eaſt the glorious Lamp was ſeen, 

Regent of Day, and all th' Horizon round 

Inveſted with bright Rayes, jocond to run 

His Longitude through Heay'ns high rode: the gray 
Dawn, and the Pleiades before him danc'd 

Shedding ſweet influence: leſs bright the Moon, 
But oppoſite in leveld Welt was ſer 

His mirror, with full face borrowing her Light 
From him, for other light ſhe needed none 

In that aſpect, and ſtill chat diſtance keepes 
Till night, then in the Eaſt her turn ſhe ſhines, 
Revolvd on Heav'ns great Axle, and her Reign 
With thouſand leſſer Lights dividual holds, 
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With thouſand thouſand Starres, that then appeer'd - 
Spangling the Hemiſphere : then firſt adornd 
With thir bright Luminaries that Set and Roſe, 

Glad * and glad Morn crownd the fourth day, 
And God faid, let the Waters generate | 
Reptil with Spawn abundant, living Soule: 
And let Fowle flie above the Earth, with wings 
Diſplayd on the op'n Firmament of Heav'n. 
And God created the great Whales, and each 
Soul living, each that crept, which plenteouſly 
The waters generated by thir kindes, | 
And every Bird of wing after his kinde z * 
And ſaw that it was good, and bleſs'd them, ſaying, 
' Befruitful, multiply, and in the Seas 
And Lakes and running Streams the waters fill; 
And let the Fowle be multiply d on the Earth. 
Forthwith the Sounds and Seas, each Creek and Bay 
With Frie innumerable ſwarme, and Shoales 
Of Fiſh that with thir Finns and ſhining Scales 
Glide under the green Wave, in Sculles that oft 
Bank the mid Sea: part ſingle or with mate 
Graze the Sea weed thir paſture, and through Groves 
Of Coral ſtray, or ſporting with quick glance 
Show to the Sun thir wav'd coats — with Gold, 
Orinthir Pearlie ſhells at eaſe, attend 
Moiſt nutriment, or under Rocks thir food 
In jointed Armour watch: on ſmooththe Seal, 
And bended Dolphins play: part huge of bulk 
Wallowing unweildie, enormous in thir Gate 
Tempeſt the Ocean: there Leviathan 
Hugeſt of living Creatures, on the Deep 
Stretcht like a Promontorie ſleeps or ſwimmes, 
And ſeems a moving Land, and at his Gilles 
-Draws in, and at his Trunck ſpouts out a Sea. 
| WE N Mean 


Mean while the tepid Caves, and Fens and ſhoarcs. | 
Thir Brood at numerous hateh, from the Egg that 
Burſting with kindly rupture forth diſclos c ('ſoug 
Thir callom young, but featherd ſoon and | 
They ſumm d thir Penns, and ſoaring th air ſublime 
With clang deſpis d the ground, under a cloud 
In proſpect; there the Eagle and the Stork 

On Cliffs and Cedar tops thir Eyries build: 

Part looſly wing the Region, part more wiſe 

In common, rang d in figure wedge thir way, 
Intelligent of ſeaſons, and ſet forth 25 

Thir Aierie Caravan high over Sea's - 

Flying, and over Lands with mutual wing 

Eaſing thir flight; ſo ſtears the prudent Crane 
Her annual Yoiage, born on Windes; the Aire 
Floats, as they paſs, fann d with unnumber d plume; 
From Branch to Branch the ſmaller Birds wich ſong 
Solac d the Woods, and ſpred thir painted wings 
Till Ev'n, nor then the ſolemn Nightingal | 
Ceas'd warbling, but all night tun d her ſoft lz yes 
Others on Silver Lakes and Rivers Bath d 

Thir downie Breſt, the Swan with Arched neck 
Between ber white wings mantling proudly, Rowes 
Her ſtate wich Oarie feet : yet oft they quit 

The Dank, and riſing on ſtiff Pennons, towre 

The mid Aerea] Skie : Others on ground 
Walk d firm; the creſted Cock whoſe clarion ſounds 
The {lent bours, and th other whoſe gay Traine 
Adorns him, colour'd with the Florid hue 

Of Rainbows and Starrie Eyes. The Waters thus 
With Fiſh repleniſht, and the Aire with Fowle, 
Ev'ning and Morn ſolemniz d the Fift day. 

The Sixt, and of Creation laſt aroſe 
With Ecyning Harps and Mattin, when God faid, 


Let 
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let th Earth bring foxth Foul living in her kiade, 
Cutel and Creeping things, and Beaſt of the Earth, 
Each in their kinde. The Earth obey'd, and ſtrait 
Op'ning her fertil Woemb teem d at a Birgh | 
Innumerous living Creatures, perfes formes, 
Limb d and full grown ; our of the ground up roſe 
As from his Laire the wilde Beaſt where he wonns 
In 5 — in bay 01 Den i L 
Among rees in Pairs they role, they walk d; 
The Cattel in the Fields and Meddowes green: 
| Thoſerare and ſalitarie, theſe in flocks 
Paſturing at once, and in broad Herds upſprung. 
The graſſie Clods now Calv d, now half appeer d 
The Tawnie Lion, pawing to get free | 
His binder parts, then ſprings as broke from Bonds, 
| And Rampant ſhakes his Brinded main; the Ounce, 
The Libbard, and the Tyger. as the Moale 

Riſing, the crumbl d Earth above them threw 
I In Hillocks; the ſwift Stag from under ground 

Bore up his —— ſcarſe from his mould 

Zeh moth biggeſt born of Earth upheav d 
His vaſtneſs ; Fleec't the Flocks and bleating roſe, 
As plants: ambiguous between Sea and Land 
The River Horſe and ſcalie Crocodile. 
At once came forth whatever creeps the ground, 
| InſeFor Worme; thoſe wav d thir limber fans 
For wings, and ſmalleſt Lineaments exact 
In all the Liveries dect of Summers pride 
Wich ſpots of Gold and Purple, azure and green: 
Theſe as line thir long dimenſion drew, 
Streaking the ground with ſinuous trace; not all 
Minims of Nature; ſome of Serpent kinde 
Wondrous in length and corpulence involy'd 
dir Snakie foulds, and added wings. Firſt crept 
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The Parſimonious Emmet, provident 

Of future, in ſmall room large heart enclos d, 

Pattern of juſt equalitie perhaps 

Hereafter, join d in her popular Tribes 

Of Commonaltie: ſwarming next appeer d 

The Female Bee that feeds her Husband Drone 
eliciouſly, and builds her waxen Cells 

With Honey ſtor d: the reſt are numberleſs, | 

And thou thir Natures know'ſt, & gav'ſt them Names, 

Needleſt to thee repeated; nor unknown 

The Serpent ſuttl'ſt Beaſt of all the field, 

Of huge extent ſomtimes, with brazen Eyes 

And hairie Main terrific, though to thee 

Not noxious, but obedient at thy call, 

Now Heav'n in all her Glorie ſhon, and rowld 

Her motions, as the great firſt-Movers band 

Firſt wheeld thir courſe, Earth in her rich attire 


Conſummate lovly ſmil'd ; Aire, Water, Earth, 


By Fowl, Fiſh, Beaſt, was flown, was ſwum,was walk 
Frequent ; and of the Sixt day yet remain'd ; | 
There wanted yet the Maſter work, the end 

Of all yet don; a Creature who not prone 

And Brute as other Creatures, but endu d 

With Sanctitie of Reaſon, might erect 

His Stature, and upright with Front ſerene 
Govern the reſt, ſelf-knowing, and from thence 
Magnanimous to correſpond with Heayv'n, 

But grateful ro acknowledge whence his good 
Defcends, thither with heaft and voice and eyes 
Directed in Devotion, to adore 

And worſhip God Supream, who made him chief 
Of all his works: therefore the Omnipotent 
Eternal Father ( For where is not hee 

Preſent ) thus to his Son audibly ſpake. 
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Let us make now Man in our image, Man 
In our ſimilitude, and let them rule 
* | Over the Fiſh and Fowle of Sea and Aire, 

" Beaſt of the Field, and over all the Earth, | 
And every creeping thing that creeps the ground. 
This ſaid, he formd thee, Adam, thee O Man 
Duſt of the ground, and in thy noſtrils breath d 

I The breath of Life; in his own Image hee 

$ | Created thee, inthe Image of God 

Expreſs, and thou becam ſt a living Soul. 
Male he created thee, but thy confort 

Female for Race; then bleſs'd Mankinde, and ſaid, 
Befruitful, multiplie, and fill the Earth, 

Subdue it, and throughout Dominion hold 

Over Fiſh of the Sea, and Fowle of the Aire, 

Aud every living thing that moves on tho Earth. 
Wherever thus created, for no place 
I ũB yet diſtinct by name, thence, as thou know ſt 
hee brought thee into this delicious Grove, 

This Garden, planted with the Trees of God, 
Delectable both to behold and taſte, | 
And freely all thir pleaſant fruit for food I 
Gave thee, all ſorts are here that all th Earth yields, 
Varietie without end; but of the Tree 
Which taſted works knowledge of Good and Evil, 
Thou mai'ſt not; in the day thou eat ſt, thou di ſt; 
Death is the penaltie impos d, beware, 
And govern well thy appetite, leaſt ſin 
Surpriſe thee, and her black attendant Death. 
Here finiſh'd hee, and all that he had made 
View'd, and behold all was entirely. good 
So Ev 'n and Morn accompliſh'd the Sixt day: 
Yet not till the Creator from his worx 
Deſiſting, though unwearied, up returnd 
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lp to the Helth'tif Heay'ns his N 1191 
Thence to behold this new created World oy 


= his Throne, how good, how flite/ 

Anſ t Idea. Up he rode Fn 

Followd 157 lamation and the ſound : iT 

Fo mo ten thouſand Herpes that tun d 
* — harmonies 1 the Earth, the Aire | 


ounded, 
The Hear fs 10 all the Conſtellations ring; 


The Planets in thit ſtation lig ning ſtood, . 
While the . — Pomp aſcended x0 191 
— by * 


Open, ye . . we let in 12 
The great Creator from his work 

Magnificent, bis Six days work, x 0rd, Job, 
Open, and henceforth 2 for God wil deigns in 
To viſit oft the dyrllings of juſt Men 
Delighted, and wich frequent intetcourſe 1 
Thither will ſend his winged Meſſengers i 
On errands of ſupetnal Grace: So fung 

The glorious Train aſcending: He through Heart 
Thar-opet'd wide her blazing Portals, led 

To Gods Eternal houſe direct the way, 

A broad and ample fode, whoſe du't is Gold 

And pavernent Starts, as Starrs to thee appeer, 
Seen in the Galazie; that Milkie wa, 

Which nightly vs 4circling Zone thou ſeeſt  _ - |, 
Pouderd with And now on Earththe . 
Eev ning aroſe in Fuben, for the dun 


Was ſer, and twilight from the Eaſt cate on, 
Forerunni Night ; when at the holy mount 


Th' addition of his Empite, how it ſhew'd d Foy 4 


In — 
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(thou remember, ea 


Of Heav'ns t>ſeated top, th'Impereal Throne 
Of Godhead, fixt for ever firm and ſure, | 110 
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arriy'd, and fate him town 1 

Father ( ſor he alſo ent 
ordzia'd, 

eſting, bleſs'd and —— 

eſting, bleſs' Seav'nth dy, 

IKE, reſting on that day from all his work; + ay 

But not infilence holy kept; the Harp 

Had work and reſted not, the ſolemn Pipe, 

| And Dulcimer, all Organs of ſweet ſtop, cs 5 | 

1; | All ſoundson Fret by String or Golden Wire 


* . 


I Temper'd ſoft Tunings, intermize with Voice | 
Choral or Uniſon: of incenſe Clouds 0 


> | Fuming — * — . Mount. 
/, | Creation'and the Six da | ; 

+ | Greatarethy wdfks; Zebovab, — > 

+ | Thy power; what thought can meaſurerhee or t 
i | Relate thee; greater now in thy return 

1 | Then from the Giant Angels; ther chat day 

- | Thy Thunders magnifi'd; but to create 
7 | Is greater then created to deſtroy. 

\ | Who can impair thee, mighty King, or bound 
» | Thy Empire? eaſily the proud attempt 

Of Spirits apoſtat and thir Counſels vaine 
Thou haſt repeld, while impioully they thought 
Idee to diminiſh, and from thee withdraw 

' | The number of thy worſhippers. Who ſeckes 

II leſſen thee, againſt his purpoſe ſerves | 

# | To manifeſt the more thy might: his evil 

+ | Thau uſeſt, and from thence creat'ſt more good. 

/ | Witneſs this new-made World, another Heav'n 

| From Heaven Gate not farr, founded in view 


ongue 


/ | Onthecleer Hyaline, the Glaſſie Sea; 
1 o amplitude almoſt immenſe, with Starr's 
3 | Numerous, 
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Numerous, and Starr perhaps à Worle 
Of deſtind habirarion; but thou know ꝰſt U. 
Thir ſeaſons: among theſe the ſeat of men, 
Earth with her. nether Ocean circumfus'd, '- | 
Thir pleaſant dwelling place. Thrice happie men; 
And fons of men, whom God hath thus advanc't; 
Created in his Image; there to dwell". . 
And worſhip him, and in reward to rule 
Over his Worka, on Earth, in Sea, or Air, 

And multiply à Race of Worſhippers . 
Holy and juſt: thrice happie if they know 
Thir happineſs, and perſevere upright. 
So ſung they, andthe Empyrean rung, 
With Hallelusabs : Thus was Sabbath kept. 
And thy requeſt think now fulffil'd; that ask d 
How firſt this World and face of things began, 
And what before thy memorie-was don N / 
From the beginning; that poſteritie 
Informd by thee might know ; if elſe thou ſeekſt 
Aught, not ſurpaſſing human meaſure, ſay. 


— 


The End of the Seventh Book. 
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THE ARGuNME NT. 


Adam inquires concerning celeſtial Motions; is dbubr- 
fully anſwer d, and exborted to ſearch rather things 
more worthy of knowledg : Adam aſſents, and ſtill 
deſirous to detain Raphael, relates to him what be 
remember d ſince his own Creation, his placing in 
Paradife, hit talk with God conctrning ſolit ade and 
fe ſociety, bu firſt meeting and Nuptials with Eve, 

is diſcourſe with the Angel thereupon; who after ad- 
monitions repeated departs. ' ' 


HE Angel ended, and in Adams Eare 
So Charming left his voice, that he a while 


; Thought him ſtill ſpeaking, (till ſtood fixt to 
Theff as new wak't thus gratefully repli d. (bear; 
What thanks ſufficient, or what recompence 
Equal have I to render thee, Divine 
Hyſtorian, who thus largely haſt allayd 
The thitſt T had of knowledge, and voutſaf t 
4 «4:96, Sas , 0 | = 


hn. 


This 
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This friendly condeſcention to relate 


Thipyelſe by 


W . 


Wa my" 
yet of doubt remaines | 


Which onely thy ſolution can reſolve. 

When I bebold rhis goodly Frame, this World 

Of Heay'n and Earth conliſting, and compute, 

Thir magnitudes, this Earth a ſpot,a graine, 

An Atom, with the Firmament 'd 

And all her numberd Starrs, that ſeem to rowle 

Spaces incomprebenſible ( for ſuch = 

Thir diſtance argues and thir ſwift return | 

Diurgal )meerly to officiate light 

Round this opacous Earth, this punctual ſpot, 

One day and night; in all thir vaſt ſurvey 

Ukelels belides, reatoning I oft admire, 

How. Nature wiſe and frugal could commit 

Such diſproportiogs, with ſuperfluous hand 

So many * Badies to create, 

Greater ſo manifold to this one uſe, 

For aught appeers, and on thir Orbs impoſe 

Such reſtleſs revolution day by day 

Repeated, while the ſedentarie Earth, | 

That better might with farr leſs compaſs move, 

Sery'd by more noble then her ſelf, attaines 

Her end without Jealt motion, and receaves, 

As Tribute ſuch a ſumleſs journey brought 

Of incorporeal ſpeed, her warmth and light; 

Speed, ro deſcribe whoſe ſwiftneſs Number failes. 
So ſpake our Sire, and by his count'nance ſeemd' 

Entring on ſtudious thoughts abſtruſe, which Eve 

Perceaving. where ſhe- ſat retir d in light, # 


Wich lowlineſs Majeſtic from. ber ſear, | it 


Jak WIE Pariiviſe Loſt, ig5 
And Gracenhat won who {aw wwiſh her ſtay, + 
Roſe, and wei forchamddg nits and Flours, 
Her Nuiſ trie they at her comi g 
Ang rouchr by her fair tendance 77 

Yet went ſhenor, in not wil fuch diſtourſe 


Delighted, or n 


0 | ber ears 

Of what was hi h: duch plenſure ſhe reſerv'd,- 
A ray fole Audjerefs; + 
Her Husþaad the Relarer ſhepriferr'd di 

reihe and of him to s xk 

aferarher hee, ſhe knew would intermix 

Gratcful digreffions, and ſolve high diſput᷑ e 

With conjugal Careſſes, from his Lip r- 
Not Words alone pleas d her. O when meet how - 

Such pairs, in Love and mutual Honour joyn d? 

With Goddeis- like demeanour forth ſhe went; 
Not unattended, for on her as Queen 
Apomp of wiming Graces waited till; of 
And from about her ſhot Darts of deſire 
Into all Eyes to wiſh her ſtill in ſight. 4 
And Raphael now to Adam t doubt propos d 
Benevolent and facil thus repli d. 

To ask or ſearch I blame thee not, for Heav'n 

Is as the Book of God before thee ſet, 
Wherein to read his wondrous Works, and leatne 
His Seaſots, Hours, or Dayes, or Months, or Yeares : 
This to attain, whether Heav'n'move or Earth, 
Imports not, if thou reck'n right, the reſt 
From Man of Angel the great Architect 
I Did wiſely to conceal, and not divulge 

+ | Bs ſecrets to be ſcann'd by them who ought 
# | Kather admire, or if they liſt to try 
Conjecture, he his Fabric of the Heay'ns 
= O 3 Hub 
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- Hath left torkir diſputes; perhaps to more 
His laughter at thir quaint Opinions wide 
Hereaftex, when they come to madel Heay'n 

And calculate the Starrs, how they will weild 

The mightię frame, bow build ,unbuild; contrive 
To ſave appterances; how gird the Sphear 

With Centric and Eccentricſcribl'd ore, 

Cycle aud Epicycle, Orb in Orb: 
Alxeadie by thy reaſoning this I gueſs 
Who art to lead thy ofspring; and ſuppoſeſt 
That bodies bright and greater ſhould not ſervte 
The leſs. not bright, nor Heav n ſuch journies run. 
Earth ſitting ſtill, when ſhe alone receaves 1) 
The benefit: conſider firſt; that Great 1 
Or Bright inferrs not Excellence: the Earth 

Though, in compariſon of Heav'n, ſo ſmall, 

Nor gliſtering, may of ſolid good containe 

More plenty then the Sun that barren ſhines, 

Whoſe vertue on it ſelf workes no effect, 

But in the fruitful Earth; there. firſt receavd 

His beams, unactive elſe, thir vigour find. 

Vet not to Earth are thoſe bright Luminaries 
Officious, but to thee Earths habitant. 

And for the Heav'ns wide Circuit, let it ſpeak 

The Makers high magniticence, who built 

So ſpacious, and his Line ſtretcht out ſo farr; 

That Man may know he dwells not in his own; 

An Edifice too large for him to fill, 

Lodg d in a ſmall partition, and the reſt 

. O-dain'd for uſes to his Lord beſt known. 

The ſwiftneſs of thoſe Circles attribute, 

Though numberleſs, to his Omnipotence, 

T lat to corporeal ſubſtances could adde 

Speed almoſt Spiritual; mee thou thinkſt not ſlow, 


9 : 
I 5 
« © 
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Who ſince theMo bour ſet out from Heavu] 
Where Cod Gre crErtnd-day arfiv'd- 19597 
In Eden, diſtance ĩ oe! 
By Numbers that have" iane. . Yuerhis I ing; 
Admitting Motion inthe Henvns, to new 
Invalid that which thee to doubt it mov d; 
Not that I fo Arm, though ſoit ſem 
To thee who haſt thy dwelling here on Earth, -- 
God to remove his wayes from̃ human ſenſe, - 
* d ar ak nfrom 3 that 12 bt. 
it preſume, might erte in s too 
And no ad varkage 85 gaine. Wha f the Sun 
Be Center to the E World. and other Starrs 
By his attractive vertue and thir oon 
Incited, dance about him various round? 
— wandring eourſe now high, now low, then hid, 
ogreſlive; retrograde, or ſtanding ſtill, | 
ix thou ſeeſt, and what if ſey'nth to theſe 
The Planer Earth, ſo ſtedfaſt though ſhe ſeem, 
Inſenſibly rhree different Motions move? 
Which elſe to ſeveral Sphears thou muſt aſcribe, 
Mov contrarie with thwarr obliquities, 
Or ſave the Sun his labour, and that ſwift 
Nocturnal and Diurnal rhomb ſuppos d, 
Inviſible elſe above all Starrs, rhe Wheele 
Of Day and Night ; which needs not thy beleefe, 
If Earth induſtrious? of her ſelf ſetch Day 
Traveling Eaſt, and with her part averſe 
From the Suns beam: meet Night, her other part 
Still luminous by his ray. What if that light 
Sent from her through the wide tranſpicuous aire, 
To the terreſtrial Moon be as a Starr 
Enlightning her by Day, as ſhe by Night - 


Jil Earth e reciprocal, if Land be there, 
| O 3 Feilds 
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Lee ee 
As Clouds, and Glogs 
Fruits i ber ſoft ne 


ls p yu UA 1 
ROSS PIUS At nene 
ren gh 525 ile; 
chr prom er | 4 5 
Stor d in each Orh r a FE 
| LES vaſt room in 7 n?! 0. 
B Soule, deſert. ang deſdlate. 1 4 
Onely to ſhine, yet ſcarce to — (19207 14 if 
Each Orbaglimps of Light, conveyd fof 1 0 ib * 
Down to this habitahle, which retuches ;--,-, » «4 


Light back to them,. is obvious to dps. 
But whether thus thelg things, or whether pot, 
Whiethet che dun predamigant in — => 

Riſe on the Earth, or Earth ziſe on the Sun, 
Hee fromthe Eaſt his faming rode begin, 

Or Shee from Weſt her litene courſe advance 
With inoffenfive pace that ſpinning ſleeps 

On her ſoft Axle, while ſhe. paces Eevn, 

And beares thee ſoft with the —— Air along, 
Sollicit not thy thoughts with matters hid; 
Leave them to God above, him ſerve and feare; 
Of other Creatures, as him pleaſ p leaſes beſt, 
Whereyei plac'r, Jet him diſpeſe: j . ee 

In wha he-gives to thee; this Par 

And thy faire Eve; Heay'n is for thee too high 
To kno what paſſes there; be lowlie wiſe: 
Think onely what concernes thee and thy being; 


1-40 


Dream not of other Worlds, what Creatures there: 


Live, in what ſtate, condition or degree, 
Contented that thus fatr bath been reveal'd 
Not of Earth onely but of higheſt Heav n. 


1 To | 


me oli Fa 


CGG Gece do or ul ot wal — g 
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That which before — y 
| Therefore from this h I let us = 


"Y OR. 


For while I lit with thee, I ſeem in Heay'n, 
E * Fruits of Palm- tree pleaſanteſt to thirſt 


ng interrupt vere is in aver? Li un pc | 
God hath bid dwell firy off ning 
And not moleſt as; unlelz —— 
Seek them with wi 
Bur apt the Mind er F 
Unolckt, and of > hom 


Till warn d, ot by ien 
That not to kid 1 
From uſe, ohſcure "ind: 'b 


Is the prime Wildon. whit is. ne 
Or emptineſs, or ſo ice,” © 
And renders us in 


Unpractis d, unprepar 


A lower flight, and ſp 
Uſeful, whence haply mencisn iy 
Of ſomthing not —— 


By ſufferance, an ones found 3 


Ere my remembrance: now hear met relate 

My Storie, which perhaps thou haſt not heard * 
And Day is yet not — ; till then thou ſeeft/ 

How ſuttly to detaine thee I devi, 
Inviting thee to hear while 1 relate, PENS 28 
Fond, were it not in hope of oy Soy: 2 


And ſweeter thy diſcourſe is to my eare 


O 4 And 


Pg 0 
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And hunger both, fro lau, Agthe hee 
Of ſweet repaſt; ahey ſatiate nd ſocn fill, f 
Though pleaſant, Ne wich Grace Diving 
Imbu'd, bring to thir-(yectne(s.nv ſatigtie - 
To whom thus Rephael aſa d bevr'aly' week. 
Nor are thy lips, ngracef ul, Sire of men, 77 
Nor tonguę: t for God on thee 8 
Abundantly his hath alfo. popr'd nh 
demon b,; his image faire: 
peaking or muell 6omlineſe3ad grace 
Attends thee, and eachword, ; ep motion auh 
Nor leſzꝭ think Heay'n:of e 
Then bf ou fe aces ane, god dinguice:, 1 + 41d 
Gladly i into the f God: = N 1 
For God we ſee eg ere ꝗthee, and ſet 
On Man his Equ⸗ ay thęreſoxe on; 
For I that Day w ir, as befe 
Bound on a voyage uncguth and obſcure, 
Farr on excurkon oM che tes f Hell; 
Squar qt jn full Legion ( ſu Sach e we had ) 
To ſee thay, none hence iſſu d fonth a ſpie, 
Or enemie, while God, was in lis work, 
Leaſt hee incenſt at ſuch eruption bold. 
Deſtruqtion with Creation mg have wixt. 
Not chat they durſt 7 — leavg utempt, 
But us he. ſendę — gh chen 2 
For ſtate, gad King, 15 io. enure 
Our prompt obadience /) Falt we-fqund, tal am 
The diſmal Gates, and harricad d ſtrong; 
But long ere our approaching heard within 
Noiſe, other then the ſound of Dance or Song, 
Torment, and loud lament, and furiuus rage. 
Glad we return d up to the coaſts of Light 
Ere Sabbath Ee. ng: ſo we had incharge. 


But 


) 
* 
At 
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n — + 14 
Pleas with thy wordsno leſs then on with mind; 
Soſpake the Godlike Powet,and thus our Size, 
For Man to tell how human Life began | 
Is hard j for who . bimſelf beginning knew 2- 
Deſire with thee ftill longer — 122 ”) 
Induc'd me. As new wak't from ſoundeſt lep 
Soft on the flourie herb I found me laid 64 444 
In Balmie Sweat, which with his: Beames the zun ** 
Soon dri d, and on the reaking moiſture ſed. 
Strait toward Heay amy wondring Eyes! mend, 
— gaz d awhyle the ample * till rais d r 
y quick inſtinctiye motion up — 2 
—— endevoring, and uprig 
— on my feet; about me round Law - _,:; 1:4 
Hill, Dale, and ſhadic Woods, and ſunnie Plaines , 
And liquid Lapſeof murmuring Streams; by theſe, ! 
Creatures that livd;, and movd, and walk d. or flew, : : 
Birds on the branches warblinggalkchings ſoil d, 
With fragrancg and wir joy; myr heart oreſlow d-. 
My ſelf 1 chen peru d, and Li by Lw. 
Survey d, and ſometimes went, and ſometimes rana 
With ſapple jgints, and lively vigour led s ' -- A 
But who I was, or where, or from y bat cauſe,: : _ * 
Kneyy not; to ſpeak I tri d, and forthwith ſpalte. 
My Tongue ohey d and readily could nam © 
What ore I ſaw, Then Sun, aig J. faire Light... 
And thoũ enlight d Earth, ſo freſh and ga anz T 
Ye Hills and Dales, ye Rivers, Woods, pl aines, 
And ye that liye and move, faip Creatures, tell, 
Tell, if ye ri bow came I' thus, he here? 
Not of my ſelf, by ſome great Maker then, 810 
Fe $ ofs and i in power pragginens z 
me, how may Iknow him, ha adore, 1 
rom 


From whom I have tharthus I move und live, 
Andfeel that I am happier then I know. | 


Whitethus I call d;and ferry d I knew Hot what, 
From where I firſt drew Aire, and firſt beheld * -! 


This bappie Light, when anſwer none return d. 
On a green ſhadie Bank profuſe of Flowrs 
Penfive I ſate me down; there gentle ſleep 


Firſt found me, and with ſoft oppreſſion id 
My drouſed ſenſe; untroubł d, — * Fe 
I then was paſſing to my former ſtare 198 
Inſcaſible, and forthwith to diſſolve; © 2 


When ſuddenly. Rood ar my Head u drean, 
Whoſe inward apparition pra were | et 


AY lng: One came, m — of 

nd liv eame, Di 

And ſuid, thy Alam Fg 2 * 

— of — — Foo 

Firtt Father, call'd ===, ; 0 

To che Ganden of thy ſear prepar d. * 

So ſeying. by the hand he took we md, 

And over Fields and Waters, as in Aire 

Smsotlyfliding without ſtep, luſt ted me up . 

A woodie Mountain, whoſe high top was plaine, 

A Circait wide, enclos', with goodlieft Trees 

Planted, with Walks, and that what I W 

Of Earth befdfe ſturet pleafant ls Each Treo 
Load u wich faireſt Fri thef to the Eye rf „ 
Tempring; ſtirt d in the ſudden L 

To pluck and eate; whereat Wat d, 2nd found 

Before mine ene as the dream | ade & 

Had live] ſhadowed Here had n 
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| h adoratidd at his feet Lell 
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Aan Whom den fought T 0 


Submiſsvhe rear 
eie Av of all dus thou * 
Above, ox ther ur 
This P — — 
To Till and keep; dhe Fruit to cate: 
Of every Tree that in the Garden growes 
Eate freely with glad heart 3 fear here no dearth 7 * 
3 b ant | 
The Pledge of thy Obedience and t Faitbz. 
Amid the Gerdes by the Tree of o 
Remember hat I warne thee, ſhun to \raſte, 
And ſhun the bitter conſequence; for know, 
The day thou cart thereof, my ſdle command 
Tanſpreſt, inevicably thou ſhaſt dye; 5 
From that day. mortal, and this happie State 
_ looſe, FN d — into a yy 

woe. and rraw. Ste 
The rigid interdiction, which relounds-' 4 
Yet dreadful in mine care, though i in my choice 


Not to incur; hut ſoon his cleer aſpect 


Return d and gracious purpoſe thus renew d. 

Not anely theſe fair hounds, but all the Eartm 

To thee and to thy Race I give; as Lords | 

Poſſeſs it, and all things 99 — lire, 

Or liye in Sea, or Aire, Beaſt, Fiſh; and Fowle. 

In ſigne whereof each Bird and Beaſt behold 

After thir kindes; 1 bring them to xeceave _. 

— thee thir Names, = thee fealtie 
Wigh:low ſubjection; underſtand the ſame 

Of Fiſh withia thir watry reſidence,. 

| Nod hit her ſummond, ſince they cannot change 5 

Thir Element to draw the thinner Aire. 2 

RA As 


As thus be ſpake, each Bird and Beaſt behold: at 
Approachi two and two, Theſe coirring bw. idee 
With blandifhment, each Bird ſtoop d on bis Nr. 
I nam d them; as they paſs d, and underſtood 
Thir Nature, with ſuch knowledg God endu d 
My ſudden apprehenſion: but in theſe oy a 
Iden not what me thought I wanted ſtill 2 0 
And to the Heav'nly viſion thus preſum d. 9188 
O by what Name, for thou above all theſe, ' '- 1! 
Above mankinde, or aught then mankinde ligen 
Surpaſſeſt farr my naming, how may 1 
Adore thee, Author of this Univerſe, . - I) 
And all this good to man, for whoſe well being 11 


So amply, and with hands ſo liberal att 
Thou haſt provided all things: hut with mee if! 
I ſee not who partakes. In ſolitude log] 
What 2 who can enjoy alone, ,* +31 00 

Or all enjoying, what content ment fidꝰ? 


Thus I preſumptuous; and: tht viſion bright. 
As with a ſmile more bright'nd, thus repli . 
What cal/ſt thou ſolirude, nor the Eat 
With various living ereatuzes; and the Aire 
Repleniſlit, and all theſe at thy command 
To come and play before thee; khow ſt thou not 
Thir language and thir way es, tliey alſo know, ' 
And reaſon not contemptibiy; with theſe  _ 
Find paſtime, and beare rule; thy Realm is large 
So ſpake the Univerſal Lord. and ſeem d 2 
So ordering. I with leave of ſpeech implor d. 
And humble deprecation thus repli . 
Let not my words offend thee,Heav'nly' NO 
My Maker, be propitious while I ſpeak. i 
Haſt thou not made me here thy ſubſtitute, | 
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4 nd theſe inferiour farr beneath me ſer? 
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Isĩ no deficience found; not ſo is Man, 


Among unequals what ſocietie 
Can ſort, what harmonie or true delight? 
Which muſt be mutual, in proportion due 
Giv'n and receiv d; but in diſparitie 
The ont intenſe, the other ſtill remiſs 

Cannot well ſuite with either, but ſoon prove 
Tedious alike : Of fellowſhip I ſpeak 


205 


zuch as I ſeek, ſit to participate i} 
All rational delight, wherein the brute = 
Cannot be human conſort x; they rejoyce- * 


Each with thir kinde, Lion with Lioneſs ; - 

So fitly them in pairs thou baſt combin d, . 

Much leſs can Bird with Beaſt, or Fiſh with Fowle 

So well converſe, nor with the Ox the Ape 

Worſ then can Man with Beaſt, and leaſt of all. 

Whereto th' Almighty anſwer d, not diſpleas d. 

Anice and ſuttle happineſs I ſee 

Thou to thy ſelf propoſeſt, in the choice 

Of thy Aſlociates, Adam, and wilt taſte 

No pleaſure, though in pleaſure, ſolitarie. 

What think thou then of mee, and this my State, 

Seem I to thee ſufficiently poſſeſt 

Of happineſs, or not? who am alone 

From all Eternitie, for none I know 

Second to me or like, .equal much leſs. 

How have then with whom to hold converſe 

Save with the Creatures which I made, and thoſe 

To me inferiour, infinite deſcents 

Beneath what other Creatures are to thee? al 
He ceas d, I lowly anſwer'd. To attaine 

The highth and depth of thy Eternal wayes 

All hyman thoughts come ſhort, Supream of things; 

Thou in thy ſelt art perfet, and in tee , 


But 


By converſit ion witty his like to help, 1:4} 44 
Or ſolace lis deſects. No need-thas thuuu 
Shouldſt propagat, already inuite ; 
And through all numbers abſolute, though One 5-17 


But Man by dumber is to maniſeiſt 1 1 u; 
His ſingle imperſection, and beget'> : 97 
Like of bis like, his Image multipli d, * 
In unitie defective, which requires | «A 
Collateral lose, aud deereſt,amitie;- „ 10008Þ 
Thou in thy fecrelie although alone: 1 + {14 
Beſt with thy ſelf accompanzed,;ſeeks'ft not. 4 
Social communication, yet ſb pleasdy/! ro! ; old 
Canſ raiſe thy Creature to what highit thou WII 
Of Union or Communion, dei d; 42 1 
I by eonverſjng cannot theſe erect 0,210 


From prone, nor in thir _ complacence find. 
Thus Iembolkdnd ſpake, and freedom us d x 
Permiſſive, and acceptance found, which gain'd | '') 
This anſwer-from the gratious voice Divine. 

Thus fary to try thee, Adam, I was pleas d, 
And finde thee knowing not of Beaſts alone, 

Which thou haſt rightly nam d, but of thy ſelf, 
Expreſſing well the ſpirit within thee free, 

My Image, not imparted to the Brute, 

Whoſe ſnip therefore unmeet for thee 
Goodreafon was thou freely ſhouldſt diſlike, 
And be ſo minded ſtill; I, ere thou ſpak'ſt, 
Knew it not good for Man to be alone, 

And no ſuch companie as then thou ſaw'ft 

Intended thee. for trial onely brought, 

To ſee how thou could'{t judge of fit and meet: 

What next I bring ſhall pleaſe thee, be aſſur d, 

Thy likeneſs, thy fit help, thy other ſelf, 
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F wiſh exactly to thy hearts deſire. 
Ty ended, vx I heard no more, far now 


Which E ad long 04 ——— eee 


1} | Tathat wh ee —— uie ſublime, 
7 rr an object; that Nene. 
pad and ſpent, ſunk down, and ſought repair 
of ſleep, which inſtantly fell ou me, calf d 

+ | By Nature as in aide, and clos d mine eyes. 

A | Mine eyes he clos d. but op 'n left the Cell 
of Fancie my internal ſight, by which 

4 | Abſtract as in atranſe merhoug he I ſaw, 
142 Though ſlee "where I lay; and ſaw the ſhapd 
4 

[ 

ö 


glorious whom awake I ſtood ; 
ord hate op'nd my left fide, and took 
thence a Rib, with cordial ſpirits warme, 
| Life-blood ſtr freſh; wide was the wound, 
* | But ſuddenly with fleſh fill d u andheal'd: - 
I The Rib he formd and faſhond with his hands 
' | Under his forming hands a Creature grew, 
+ {| Manlike, but different Sex, ſo lovly faire, 
That what ſeemd fair in all the World, ſeemd now 
Mean, or in her ſummd up, in her containd 
And in her looks, which from that time infus d 
Sweetneſs into my beart, unfelt before, 
And into all things from her Aire inſpir'd 
The ſpirit of love and amorous delight. 
Shee diſappeerd, and left me dark, I wak d 
To find her, or for ever to deplore 2 
Her loſs, and other pleaſures all abjure: | 
When out of hope, behold her, not farr of, 
Such as I aw her in my dream, adornd - - 
With what all Earth or Heaven could beſtow j 
To —_ her amiable: On ſhe came, _ 


Led by ber Heav'nly Maker, woda; 1 vat 


And guided by his voice, nor unink 2H 
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Of nuptial Sinctitie and marriage Rite: 1 
Gate was in all ber ſteps, Heavy n in her Eye, 


In every geſture digniti and lover. 


I overjoyd could not forbear aload. / th 
This turn hath made amends; thou haſt fulfill '$ . 

Thy words, Creator bounteous and benigne, 0 

Giver of all things faire, but faireſt this i (4 

Of all thy gifts, nor envieſt. I now ſee 1 

Bone of my Bone, Fleſh of my Fleſh; my Self 

Before me; Woman is her Name, of Man 0 

Extracted; for this cauſe he ſhall forgoe; | 1 

Father and. Mother, and to his Wife adhere; 

And they ſhall be one Fleſh, one Heart, one Soule. 

She heard me thut, and though divinely brought} 

et Innocence and Virgin Modeſtie, - oh 
er vertue and the conſcience of her worth, 15 

That would be woo d, and not unſought be won. 

Not obvious, not obtruſive, but retir d. 1 2 

The more deſirable, or to ſay all, - 

Nature her ſelf, though pure of ſinful thought, 

Wrought in her fo, that ſeeipg me, ſhe turn dj 

I follow d her, ſhe what was Honour knew, 

And with obſequious Majeſtie approy'd 

My pleaded reaſon. To the Nuptial Bowre 

I led her bluſhing like the Morn : all Heav'n, 

And happie Conſtellations on that houre 

Shed thir ſelecteſt influence; the Earth 

Gave ſign of gratulation, and each Hill; 

Joyous the Birds; freſli Gales and gentle Aires 

Whiſper'd it to the Woods, and from thir wing 

Flung Roſe, flung Odours from the ſpicie Shrubꝰ 


k 
T 


Diſporting, till the amorous Bird of Night 29 


1 


NM 
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Sung Spouſal, and bid haſte the Eevning Starr 
On his Hill top, to light the bridal Lamp. 
Thus I have told thee all my State, and brought 
My Storie to the ſum of earthly bliſs 
Which I enjoy, and muſt confeſs to find 
In all things elſe delight indeed, but ſuch 
As us d or not, works in the mind no change, 
Nor vehement deſire, theſe delicacies | 
I mean of Taſte, Sight, Smell, Herbs, Fruits, and Flours, 
Walks, and the melcdie of Birds; but here 
Farr otherwiſe, tranſported I behold, _ 
Tranſported touch; here paſſion firſt I felt, 
Commotion ſtrange, in all enjoyments elſe 
Superiour and unmov'd, here onely weake + 
Againſt the charm of Beauties powerful glance. 
Or Nature faild in mee, and left ſome part 
Not proof enough ſuch Obje to ſuſtain, 
Or from my ſide ſubducting, took perhaps 
More then enough; at leaſt on her beſtow d 
Too much of Ornament, in outward ſhew 
Elaborate, of inward leſs exact. 
For well I underſtand in the prime end 
Of Nature her th inferiour, in the mind 
And inward Faculties, which moſt excell, 
In outward alſo her. reſembling les 
His Image who made both, and leſs Expreſſing | 
The character of that Dominion giv'n ] 
Ore other Creatures; yet when I approach 
Her lovelineſs, ſo abſolute ſhe ſeems . 
= in her ſelf compleat, ſo well to know 

er own; that what ſhe wills to do or ſay, 
Seems wiſeſt, vertuouſeſt, diſereeteſt, beſt; 
All higher knowledge it ber preſence falls 
Degradeds Wiſdom in * with her 


doofe 


„„ 


Looſes diſcoum'nanc't, aud like folly ſnewes; 

Authority and Reaſon on her waite, 

As one intended firit, not after made 

Occaſionally ; and to conſummate all, 

Greatneſs of mind and nobleneſs thir ſear 

Build in her lovelieſt, and create an awe 

About her, as a guard Angelic plac't. 

To whom the Angel with contradted brow. 
Accuſe not Nature, ſhe hath don her part; 

Do thou but thine, and be not diffident 

Of Wiſdom, ſhe deſerts thee not, if thou 

Diſmiſs not her, when moſt thou need her nigh, 

By attributing overmuch to things 

Leſs excellent, as thou thy ſelf perceav ſt. 

For what admir'ſt thou, what tranſports thee ſo, 

An outſide? fair no doubt, and worthy well 

Thy cheriſhing, thy honouring, and thy love, 

Not thy ſubjestion: weigh with her thy ſelf, 

Then value: Oft times nothing profits more 

Then ſelf eſteem, grounded on juſt and right 


Well manag d; of that skill the more thou knowſt, 


The more ſhe will acknowledge thee her Head, 
And to realities yield all her ſhows : 

Made ſo adorn for thy delight the more, 

So awful, that with honour thou maiſt love 

Thy mate, who fees when thou art ſeen leaſt wiſe, 
Bur if the ſenſe of touch whereby mankind 

Is propagated ſeem ſuch dear delight 

Beyond all other, think the ſame voutſaf t 

To Cattel and each Beaſt ; which would not be 
To them madecommon and — if aught 
Tberein enjoy d were worthy to ſubdue 


The Soule of Man, or paſſion in him move. 
What higher in her focictie thou find(t 
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Attractive, human, rational, love ſtill ; | 

In loving thou doſt well, in paſſion not, 

Wherein true Love conſiſts not; love refines 

The thoughts, and heart enlarges, hath his ſeat 

In Reaſdn, and is judicious, is the ſcale 

By which to heav'nly Love thou mailt aſcend, 

Not ſunk in carnal pleaſure, for which cauſe 

Among the Beafts no Mate for thee was found, 
To whom thus half abaſh't Adam repli d. 

Neither her out- ſide formd ſo fair, nor aught 

In procreation common to all kindes 

(Though higher of the genial Bed by far, 

And with myſterious reverence I deem) 

So much delights'me as thoſe graceful acts, 

Thoſe thouſand decenc ies that daily flow 

From all her words and actions mixt with Love 

And ſweet compliance, which declare unfeign'd 

Union of Mind, or in us both one Soule; 

Harmonie to behold in wedded pair 

More grateful then harmonious ſound to the eare. 

Yet theſe ſubject not; I to thee diſcloſe 

What inward thence feel, not therefore foild, 

Who meet with various objects, from the ſenſe 

Variouſly repreſenting ; yet ſtill free 


Approve the beſt, and follow what I approve. 


To love thou blam'ſt me not, for love thou ſaiſt 
Leads up to Heav'n, is both the way and guide; 
Bear with me then, if lawful what 1 ask; | 
Loye not the heav'nly Spirits, and how thir Love 
Expreſs they, by looks onely, or do they mix 
Irradiance, virtual or immediate touch ? 


To whom the Angel with a ſmile that glow'd 


Celeſtial roſie red, Loves proper hue, : 
Anſyer'd, Let it ſuffice thee that thou know'ſt 
_ kn 


Us 


Us happie, and without Love no happineſs. 
Whatever pure thou in the body enjoy ſt 
(And pure thou wert created) we enjoy 
In eminence, and obſtacle ſind none 
Of membrare, joynt, or limb, excluſive barrs: 
Eaſier then Air with Air, if Spirits embrace, 
Total they mix, Union of Pure with Pure 
Deſiring; nor reſtrain d conveyance need 
As Fleſh co mix with Fleſh, or Soul with Soul. 
But I can now no more; the parting Sun 
Beyond the Earths green Cape and verdant Iſles 
Heſperean ſets, my Signal to depart. 
B = live happie, and love, but firſt of all 
Him whom to love is to obey, and keep | 
Nis great command; take heed leaſt Paſſion ſway 
Thy Judgement to do aught, which elſe free Will 
Would not admit; thine and of all thy Sons 
The weal or woe in thee is plac't ; beware. 
I in thy perſevering ſhall rejoyce, 
And all the Bleſt: ſtand faſt; to ſtand or fall 
Free in thine own Arbitrement it lies. 
Perfer within, no outward aid require; 
And all temptation to tranſgreſs repel. 

So ſaying, he aroſe; whom Adam thus 
Follow d with benediction. Since to part, 
Go hezvenly Gueſt, Ethereal Meſſenger, 
Sent from whoſe ſovran goodneſs I — 
Gentle to me and affable hath been 
Thy condeſcenſion, and ſhall be honour d ever 
With grateful Memorie: thou to mankipd 
Be good and friendly ſtill, and oft return. 

So parted they, the Angel up to Heav'n 
From tlie thick ſhade, and Adam to bis Bowre. 

The End of the Eighib Book, 
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THE ARGUMENT: 


Satan having compaſt the Earth, with meditated guile , 
returns as 4 mitt by Night into Paradiſe, enters ints 
the Serpent eeeping- Adam and Eve inthe Morning 
go forth to thir s, which Eve propoſes to divide 
in ſeveral places, each labouring apart Adam con- 
ſents not, alledging the danger, leſt that Enemy, of 
whom they were 6 ſhould attempt her found 
alone : -_ loath - be thought not e or 
firm enough, urges her going apart, the rather deſi- 
rous to . of bor et, "Adam at 
yields : The Serpent finds her alone; bis ſubtle ap- 
proach, firſt gazing, then ſpeaking, with much flat- 
tery extolling Eve above all other Creatures. Eve 
wondring to hear the Serpent ſpeak, acks how he at- 
tain d to human ſpeech and ſuch underſtanding not 
till now; the Serpent anſwers, that by taſting of a 

certain Tree in the Garden he attain'd both to Speech 

and Reaſon, tillthen void of both Eve requires him 

p Wo ts 
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to bring her to that Tree, and * it to be the Tree 
Serpent nom grown 


7 K * forbidden: Ti 
older, with many wiles and arguments indufes her 


- at Tefpth to eat; (ht plas d with thetafte delibrrate: 
a while whether fo ry thereof to Adam or not, at 


laſſ brings him of the Frait, relates what per ſwaded 
her to eat thereof : Adam at fir t amax d, but per- 
ceiving her loft, refolves through dchemence of love 
to periſh with her; and extenuating the . 4 4 eats 
alſo of the Fruit: The Effects theredf in them both; 
they ſeek to cover thir nakedneſs , then fall to vari- 
ance and accuſation of one another. - - . - : 


O more of talk where God or Angel Gueſt 

QT With Man, bb with his Friend K iliar us d 
To (it indulgent, and with him partake 

„ Ruralregaly; permiging bimithe while 

Venial. diſcourſe unblam'd J npw muſt. change 

Thoſe Notes to. Tragic ; fouldiftruſt, ind breach 

Diſleyal on the part af Man, revolt, | 

And diſobedience : On the part of Heav'n 

Now alienated, diſtance and diſtaſte, \. 

Anger and juſt rebyke, and judge ment-giv'n, 

That brought into this World a world of woe, 

Sinne and her ſhadow Death, and Miſerie 

Deaths Harbinger : Sad task, yet argument 

Not leſs but more Heroic then the wrauth - 

Ol ſtern Achilles on his Foe purſuld 

Thrice Fugitive about Trey Wall; or rage 
Of Turnus for Lavinia diſeſpous l., 
Or Neptun ire or funo s, that ſo long 

Perplex d the Greek, and Cytherea's Son; 

If anſwerable ſtyle I can obtaine 

Of my Celeſtial Patroneſs, who deignes 
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Her nightly viſitation unimplor'd, .. 

And dictates to me ſlumbring, or inſpires 
Eaſie my unpremeditated Verſe- 
Since firſt this Subject for Heroic Sang 
Pleas'd rge long chooſing, and beginning late; 
Not ſedulous by Nature to indite 120 
Warrs, hitherto the onely Argument 

Heroic deem d, chief maiſtrie to diſſect 

With long and tedious havoc fabl d Knights 

In Battels feign'd ; the better fortitude 

Of Patience and Heroic Martyrdom 

Unſung, or to deſcribe Races and Games, 

Or tilting; Furniture, emblazon'd Shields, 
Impreſes quaint; Capariſons and Steeds; 

Baſes and tinſel Trappings, gorgioug Knights 


At Jouſt and Torneament z then marſhal'd Feaſt 
Serv d up in Hall with Sewers, and Seneſhals ; © | 
The skill of ;Artifice or Office mean, os 


Not that which juſtly gives Heroic name 
To Perſon ar ta poem. Mee of thefe - 
Nor $killd hor ſtudious, higher: Argument 
Remaines, ſufficient of it ſelf: to raiſe 
That name, unleſy an age too late, or cold 
Climat, of Years damp my intended wing 


Depreſt, and much they may, if all be mine, 


Not Hers who brings it nightly to my Ear. 
The Sun was funk, and after him the Starr 


Of Heſperuc; whole Office is tu bring 
Twilight upon the Earth, ſhorr Arbiter 
Twixt Day and Night, and now from end to end 
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Nights Hemiſphere had veild the Horizorround'\ 


When Satan who late fled before the threats * g 


Of Gabriel out of Eden, now improy'd 
Inmeditated fraud and malice, bent 
7 eee 


On mans deſtruction, maugre what might hap 

Of heavier on himſelf, - fearleſs return C. 
By Night he fled, and at Midnight return d 
From compaſling the Earth, cautious. of day, 
Since Uriel Regent. of the Sun deſcri d | 

His entrance, and forewarnd the Cherubim | 
That kept thir watch; thence full of anguiſh driv'n, 
The ſpace of ſeven continu'd Nights he rode 1 
With darkneſs, thrice the Equinactial Line 101 
He circl'd, four times croſs d the Carr of Night «©! 
From Pole to Pole, traverſing each Colurez +) 
On the eighth return d, and on the Coaſt averſe 
From entrance or Cherubic Watch, by ſtealtn 
Found unſuſpected way. There was a place, 
Now not, though Sin, not Time, firſt wraught the 


Where Tigris at the foot of Paradiſe ( change, | 


Tnto a Gulf ſhot under ground, till part 
Roſe-up a Fountain by the Tree of Life; 
In with the River ſunk, and with it roſe 
Satan involv'd in riſing Miſt, then ſought ) 
Where to lie hid; Sea he had ſearcht and Land 
From Eden over Pont us, and the Poole 

Meotis, up beyond the River Ob; | 
Downward as fatr Antartic ; and in length 

Weſt from Orontesto the Ocean barr'd - 

At Darien, thence to the Land where flowes 

Gerges and Indus: thus the Orb he roam'd 

With narrow ſearch ; and with inſpection deep 
Conſider d every Creature, which of all * 
Mioſt opportune might ſerve his Wiles, and found 
The Serpent ſuitleſt Beaſt of all the Field. 
Him after Jong debate, irreſolute 

Of thoughts revoly d, his final ſentence choſe 

Fit Yeſlel, biteſt Imp of fraud, in whom 
ii $*370h JW, 9 
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To enter, and his dark ſuggeſſions hide 
From ſharpeſt ſight: for in the wilie Snake, 
Whatever ſleights none would ſuſpicious mark, 
As from his wit and native ſuttletie E 
Proceeditg, which in other Beaſts obſerv d 
Doubt might beget of Diabolic powr 
Actius within beyond the ſenſe of brute. 
' Thus he reſolv'd, but firſt from inward griefe 
His burſting paſſion into plaints thus pour d: 
O Earth, — like to Heav'n, if not preferr d 
More juſtly, Seat worthier of Gods, as built 
With ſecond thoughts, reforming what was old! 
For what God after better worſe would build ? 
Terreſtrial Heav't, danc't round by other Heav ns 
That ſhine, yet bear thir bright officious Lamps, 
Light above Light, for thee alone, as ſeems, * 
In thee concentring all thir precious beam 
Of ſacred influence : As God in Heav'n 
Is Center. yet extends to all, ſo thon 
Centring receay'ſt from all thoſe Orbs, inthee, 
Not in themſelves; all thir known vertue appeers - - 
productive in Herb, Plant, and nobler birth 
Of Creatures animate with gradual life 
Of Growth, Senſe, Reaſon, all ſumm d up in Man. 
With what delight could I have walkt thee round, 
If Icould joy in aught, ſweet 2 
Of Hill, and Vallie, Rivers, Woods and Plaines, 
w Land, now Sea, and Shores with Forreſt crownd, 
Rocks, Dens, and Caves; bur I in none of theſe 
Find place or refuge; and the more I ſee . 
Pleaſures about me, ſo much more I feel 
Torment within me, as from the hateſul ſiege 
Of contraries; all good to me becomes 
Bane, and in Heay'n much worſe would be my * a 
4 2 * * * 5 OTE 15 oh us 
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But neither here ſeek I, no nor in Heay'n 


% 2 
- 5 
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To dwell, unleſs by maiſtring Heay'ns Supreme; * 


Nor hope to be my > ſelf leſs miſerable 

By what I ſeek, but others to make ſuch 

As I, though thereby worſe to me redound : 
For onely 1 in deſtroying I find eaſe 

To my relentleſs thoughts; and him deſtroyd, 
Or won to what may work —— utter loſs, 

For whom all this was made, all this will ſoon... 
Follow, as to him linkt in weal or woe, 


T: 


* 


In wo then ; that deſtruction vide may range 5 i 


To mee ſhall be che glorie ſole among 
The infernal Powers, i in one day to have marr'd - - 
What he 4 ſtyl d, ſu Nights and Days 


Con:inu'd making, and who knows how long 


Before had bincontriying, tho 
Not longer then ſince I in one 
From ſervitude inglorious welni; 


h perhaps 
freed. 
half 


Th Angelic Name, and thinner left the throng, | 


Of his adorers: hee to be avengd; - |. 
And.to repaite his numbers chus impair'd, - 


Whether fuch vertus ſpent of old now fade 


More Angels to Cxeate, if they ax leaſt 


Are his Created, or tp ſpite us more, 9 201 


Determin d to advance into our room 


A Creature form d of Earth, and bimendow, -. 


Exalted from ſo baſe original, 


With Heay'oly ſpoils, our ſpails : Whar be Lerreod 


Heeffedted ; Man be made, and for him built 
Magnificent this World, and Earth his fear, 
_ Lord prononnc'd, and, O indignitie 
— — to his ſeryice Angel wings, 
flaming Miniſters to watch and tend 
Thi earthy Charge : Of theſe the vigilance ' 


0 
! 


1 


r ALL ISO ENS 


* —_— p- — 


4 . and to elude, thus wrapt in miſt 
= '; midnight vapor glide obſcure, and prie 

in erery Buſh and Brake, where hap may finde 
te Serpent ſleeping, in whoſe mazie foulds 
10 
ny deſcent ! that I who erſt contended 
With Gods to ſit the higheſt, am now conſtraind - 
lito a Beaſt, and mixt with beſtial ſlime, 
Inis effence to incarnate and imbrute, 
That to the hight of Deitie aſpir d; 
Bit what will not Ambition and Reve 
adro? who aſpires muſt down a " 
kshigh he ſoard, obnoxious firſt or laſt | 
- | Tobaſeſt things. 

ier ere long back on it ſelf recoiles 
Letirs J reck not, ſo ĩt light well tim d, 
Lince higher I fall ſhort; on him who next. 
Provokes my envie; cbis new Favorite 
Of Heav'n, this Man 6f Clay, Son of defolne; 
bon us the wore2d fpite His tete d = 
From Auſt: e then th 3 beſt re 12 
So faying Baur ot Drie 
Like a ack — 1 1 low treepin 
Hsidnight ſearch, where ſooneſt he might finde 
The Serpent ; him faſt lleeping ſoon he found 
Ia Labyrinthof mafy 3 yes + felErowld, 
His head the midFR;* 
Not yet in horri [Shade 
| Nor nocent yet, but on the graffic Herbe 
[Fearleſs . he ſlept: in at his Mouth © 
The Devil enterd, and his brutal ſenſe, 
u beart or head, polſeſling ſoon l d 
[With a& incelligential ; bur his ſleep 


Deſce 
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eme, and the dark intent I bring. 


Revenge, at firſt 5 ſweet, 


ng, he held on 


ſor'd with tle wiles; 
or diſwal 


turdd not, waiting cloſe th approach of Morn: 
4 Now 
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Now when as ſacred Light began to dawne - ' | 
In Eden on the humid Flours, that breathd | 
Thir morning incenſe, when all things that breath, |] 
From th Earths great Altar fend up lilent praiſe Co 
To the Creator, and his Noſtrils fill _— 
With grateful Smell, forth came the human pair 
And jojnd thir vocal Worſhip: to the Quire 
Of Creatures wanting voice, that done, partake ,.. ; 
The ſeaſon, prime for ſweeteſt Sents and Aire: 
Then commune how that day they beſt may ply, 
Thir growing work: for much thir work outgrey: 
The hands diſpatch of two Gardning ſo wide. 
And Eve firſt to her Husband thus began. 
Adam, well may we labour ſtill to dreſs. 4,7 
This Garden, ſtill co tend Plant, Herh and Flour, 
Our pleaſant task enjoyn'd, hut till more hand? 
Aid us, the work under our laboyr grows, 
Luxurious by reſtraint; what we by dax 
Lop overgrqwn, or prune, or prop, or bind. 0 
One night gr two with wanton growth derides 
Tending to wilde. Thou therefore now adviſe-- -. 
Ox hear what tom minde firſt thoughes preſent, 
Let us divide our labours, thou where choice 
Leads thee, or where moſt needs, whether to wind 
The Woodbine round this Arbour, or directe 
The claſping Ivie where to climb, while I Ft 
In youger Spring af: Roſes intermit 
With Myrtle, find what to regreſs til Noon: 
For while ſo.near each other thug all day, .- 1 
Our taske we choofe, what wonder if ſo ner 
Looks intervene and ſmiles, or object new 1 
Caſual diſcourſe draw on, which intermits 
Our dayes work brought to little, though boguy * 
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Early, and th hour of Supper comes unearn 
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Will keep from Wilderneſs with eaſe, as wide 
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[Compare above all living Creatures deare, We 
well haſt thou motion'd, well thy thoughts imployũ 
|| How we might beſt fulfill the work which here 
Iod bath atlign'd us, nor af me ſhalt paſs 

»;.7 | Lopenis'd : for nothing lovelier can be founxd 
{| InWoman, then to ſtudie houſhold good, 

| And good workes in her Husband to promote, 


+: | Love not the Joweſt end of human life. 


Aſſiſt us: But if much converſe perhaps 


For ſolitude ſomtimes is beſt ſocietie, TY: 
And ſliort retirement urges ſweet returne. 


{| Befall thee ſever'd from me for thou knowſt 
{1 What bath bin warn'd us, what malicious Foc 


Prof. 


To whom mild anſwer Adam thus return d. 
Sole Eve, Aſſociate ſole, to me beyond 


e 


Yet not ſo ſtrictly hath our Lord impos d 

Labour. as to debarr us when we need 

Refreſhment, whether food, or talk between, 

Food of the mind, or this ſweet intercourſe 

x Jooks and ſmiles, for ſmiles from Reaſon flow, 
o brute deni d, and are of Love the food, 


For not toirkſom toile, but to delight 

He made us, and delight to Reaſon joyn d. 

Theſe paths & Bowers doubt not but our joynt hands 
As we need walk, till younger hands ere long 


Thee ſatiate, to ſhort abſence I could yield. 
But other doubt poſſeſſes me, leaſt harm 


Epvying our happineſs, and of his own , 
Deſpairing, ſeeks to work us woe and ſhame 

By ſly aſſault; and ſomwhere nigh at hand 
Watches, no doubt, with greedy hopeto find 


» 


He wiſh and beſt advantage, us aſunder, 
Ty" Fopeleſs to circumyent us joynd, where each 
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To other ſpeedie ide might lend at necdl - ) 
Whether his n be to withdraw * ,* {.? 
Our fealtie from God, or to diſturb. Nr e 
Conjugal Love, then which perhaps no bliſs 
Enjoy d by us excites his envie more; 

Or this, or worſe, leave not the faithful (ide 

Tbat gave thee being, {till ſhades thee and protect 
The Wife, where danger or diſhonour lurks, 
Safeſt and ſeemlieſt by her Husband ſtaies, 
Who guards her, or with herthe worſt endures, 

To whom the Virgin Majeſtic of Eve, 

As one who loves, and ſome unkindneſs meets, 
With ſweet auſteer compoſure thus reply d, 
Ofspring of Heav'n and Earth and all Earths Lori 
That ſuch an Enemie we have, who ſecks 0 
Our ruin, both by thee informd I learne, | 
And from the parting Angel over-heard 

As in a ſhadie nook I ſtood behind, 
Juſt then returnd at ſhut of Evening Flours, 

But that thou ſhouldſt my firmneſs therfore doubt 

To God or thee, becauſe we have a foe 

May tempt it, I expected not to hear. 

His violence thou fearſt not, being ſuch, 

As wee, not capable of death or paine, 

Can either not receave, or can repelIl. 

His fraud is then thy fear, which plain inferrs 

Thy equal fear that my firm Faith and Love 

Can by his fraud be ſnak n or ſeduc t; 


Thoughts, which how found they harbour in thy breſ/ 


Adam, miſsthought of her to thee ſo dear? 
Fo whom with healing words Adam replyd;  * 
Daughter of God and Man, immortal Eve, ³ 
For ſuch thou art, from ſin and blame entire: 
Not diffident of thee do I diſſuade a 15 2 


1 
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hy abſence fram my ſight, but to avoid 
—— it rug fn by our Foe. 
For hee who tempts, though in vain, at leaſt aſperſes 
The tenipted with diſhonour foul, ſuppos'd uy 
Not incorruptible of Faith, not prooff 
Againſt temptation: thou thy ſelf with ſcorne 
And anger wouldſt reſent the offer d wrong, 
Though ineffectual found: miſdeem not then, 
If ſuch affront I labour to avert 2 
From thee alone, which on us both at once 
The Enemie, though bold, will hardly dare, 
Or daring, firſt on mee th aſſault ſhall light. 
Nor thou his malice and falſe guile contemn; 
+ | Stttle he needs muſt be, who could ſeduce 
4 Angels, nor think ſuperfluous others aid, 
Ifrom the influence of thy looks receave 
Acceſs in every Vertue, in oy light 
More wiſe, more watchful, ſtronger, if need were 
Of outward ſtrength; while ſhame, thou looking on, 
Shame to be overcome or oyer-reacht 
Would utmoſt vigor raiſe, and rais'd unite. 
Why ſhouldſt not thou like ſenſe within thee feel 
When I am preſent, and thy trial chooſe 
With me, beſt witneſs of thy Vertue tri'd, 

So ſpake domeſtick Adam in his care 
And Matrimonial Love; but Eve, who thought 
Leſs attributed to her Faith lincere, 
Thus her reply with accent ſweet renewd. 
If this be our condition, thus to dwell 
| Innarrow circuit ſtrait nd by a Foe, 

- {| Suttle or violent, we not endu'd 

I Single with like defence, wherever met, 
How are we happie, ttill in fear of harm? 
But harm precedes not ſin: onely our Foe 


Tempting 
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Tempting affrorits us with his foul eſteem 
Of our integritie: his foul eſteeme 
Sticks no diſhonor on our Front, but turns 


Foul on himſelf, then wherefore ſhund or fears 


By us? who rather double honour gaine 


From his ſurmiſe proy'd falſe, find peace within, 
Favour from Heay'n, our witneſs from th event. 


And what is Faith, Love, Vertue unaſſaid 
Alone, without exterior help ſuſtaind? 
Let us not then ſuſpect our happie State 
Leſt ſo imperfet by the Maker wife, 
As not ſecure to ſingle or combin d, 
Fraile is our happineſs, if this be ſo, 
And Eden were no Eden thus expos d. 

To whom thus Adam fervently repli'd. 
O Woman, beſt are all things as the will 
Of God ordain d them, his creating hand 
Nothing imperfet or deficient left 
Of all that he Created, much leſs Man, 
Or aught that might his happie State ſecure; 
Secure from ou:ward force ; within himſelf 
The danger lies, yet lies within his power: 
Againſt bis will he can receave no harme. 
But Cod left free the Will, for what obeyes 
Reaſon, is free, and Reaſon he made right, 
But bid her well beware, and ſtill erect, 
Leaſt by ſome faire appeering good ſurpris d 
She dictate falſe, and miſsinforme the Will 
To do what God expreſly bath forbid. 
Not then miſtruſt, but tender love enjoynes, 


That 1 ſhould mind thee oft, and mind thou me. 


Firm we ſubliſt, yet poſſible to ſwerve, 
Since Reaſon not impoſlibly may meet 
Some fpecious object by the Foe ſubornd, - 


—— 
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And fall into deception unaware, 19 
Not keeping ſtricteſt watch, as ſhe was warn. 
Seek not temptation then, which to avaide 
Were better, and moſt likelie if from mee 
Thou ſever not: Trial will come unſoughr, 
Wouldſt thou approve thy conſtancie, approve | 
Firſt thy obedience , th' other who can know; '' 7 
Not ſeeing thee attempted, who atteſt ? i 
But if thou think, trial unſought may finde 
Us both ſecurer then thus warnd thou ſeemſt, 
Go; for thy ſtay, not free, abſents thee more; 
Goin thy native innocence, relie | 
On wlrat thou haſt of vertue, ſummon all, 
For God towards thee hath done his part, do thine. 
So ſpake the Patriarch of Mankinde, but Ewe” © 
Perfiſted, yer ſubmiſs, though laſt, repli cu. 
With thy permiſſion theff, and thus forewarnd - 
Chiefly by what thy own laſt-reaſoning words 
Touchd onely; that our trial, when leaſt ſought, 
May finde us both perhaps farr leſs prepar'd, 
The willinger I goe, nor much expect 
A Foe ſo proud will firſt the weaker ſeek 
So bent, the more ſhall ſhame him his repulſe. 
Thus ſaying, from ber Husbands hand her hand 
Soft ſhe withdrew, and like a Wood-Nymph light 
Oread or Dryad, or of Delia's Traine, | 
Betook her ro the Groves, but Delia's ſelf 
In gate ſurpaſs d and Goddelſs-like deport, 
Though not as ſhee with Bowand Quiver armd, 
But with ſuch Gardning Tools as Art yet rude, 
Ouiltleſs of fire had formd, or Angels brought. 
To Pales, or Pomona thus adornd, A 
Likelieſt ſhe ſeemd, Pomona when ſhe fled 
Vertumnu,0r to Ceres in her Prime, 
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Yet Virgin of Proſerpina from 7ove. 

Her long with ardent look his Eye purſu'd 
Delighted, but deſiring more her ſtay. 

Oft he to her his charge of quick returne 
Repeated, ſhee to him as oft engag'd 

To be returnd by Noon amid the Bowre, 
And all gings in beſt order to invite 
Noontide repaſt, or Afternoons repoſe. 

O much deceav'd, much failing, hapleſs Eve, 
Of thy preſum d return] event perverſe ! 
Thou neyer from that boure in Paradiſe 
Foundſt either ſweet repaſt or found repoſe; 


Such ambuſh'hid among {weet Flours and Shades 


MWaited with helliſh rancour imminent 
To intercept thy way, or ſend thee back 
Deſpoild of. Innocence, of Faith, of Bliſs. 


For now, and ſince firſt break of dawne the Fiend, ' 


Meer Serpent in appearance, forth was come, 


And on his Queſt, bere likelieſt he might finde 


The onely two of Mankinde, but in them 
The whole included Race, his purposd prey. 
In Bowre and Field he ſought, where any tuft 


Of Grove or Garden- Plot more pleaſant lay, 


Thir rendance or Plantation for delight, 

By Fouptain or by ſhadie Rivulet 

He ſought them both, but wiſh'd his hap might 
Eve ſeparatg;he wiſh'd;but not with hope 

Of what ſo ſeldom chanc'd, when to his wiſh, 


Beyond his hope, Eve ſeparate he ſpies, 


fads | 


Veild in aCjoud of Fragrance, where ſhe ſtood, 


Half ſpi d, ſo thick the Roſes buſhing round 
About her glowd, oft ſtooping to ſupport 


Eacu Flour of ſlender ſtalk, whoſe head though gay i 
Carnation, Purple, Azure, or ſpeRt with Gold, fl * 


* 
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Hung drooping unſuſtaind, them ſhe upſtaies 
Gently with Mirtle band, mindleſs the while, 
Her ſelf, though faireſt unſupported Flour, 
From her beſt prop ſo farr, and ſtorm ſo nigh, 
Neerer he drew, and many a walk travers'd 
Of ſtarelieſt Covert, Cedar, Pine, or Palme, 
Then voluble and bold, now hid, now ſeen 
Among thick-wov'n Arborets and Flours 
Imborderd on each Bank, the hand of Eve: 
Spot more delicious then thoſe Gardens feign'd 
Or of reviv'd Adonis, or renownd | f 
Alcinous, hoſt of old Laertes Son, 
Or that, not Myſtic, where the Sapient King 
Held dalliance with bis faire Egypman Spouſe. 
Much hee the Place admir'd, the Perſon more. 
As one who long in populous City pent, 
Where Houſes thick and Sewers annoy the Aire, 
Forth iſſuing on a Summers Morn to breathe 
Among the pleaſant Villages and Farmes 
Adjoynd, from each thing mer conceaves delight, 
The ſmell af Grain; or tedded Grafs, or Kine, 
Or Dairie, each rural fight, each rural ſound; 
If chance with Nymphlike ſtep fair Virgin paſs; 
What pleaſing ſeemd, for her now pleaſes more, 
d be moſt, and in her look ſumms all Delight. 
Such Pleaſure took the Serpent to behold 
This Flouric Plat, the ſweet receſs of Eve 
Thus earlie, thus alone; her Heav'nly forme 
Angelic, but more ſoft, and Feminine, 
Her graceful Innocence; het every Aire 
| Of geſture or leſt action overawd |, | 
el His Malice, and with rapine ſweet bereav d 
41. His fierceneſs of the fierce iment it brought ; 
a "That ſpice the Evil one abſtracted ſtood 13 
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From his own evil, and for the time remaind 

Stupidly good, of enmitie difarm'd, 

Of guile, of hate, of envie, of revenge ; 

But the hot Hell that alwayes in him burnes, 

Though in mid Heay'o; ſoon ended his delight, 

And tortures him.now more, the more he ſees 

Of pleaſure not for him ordain'd : then ſoon 

Fierce hate he recollects, and all his thoughts 

Of miſchief, gratulating, thus excites, 
Thoughts, whither have ye led me, with what ſweet 

Cofnpullion thus tranſported to forget 

What hithes brought us, hate, not love, nor hope 

Of Paradiſe for Hell, hope here to taſte 

Of pleaſure, but all pleaſure to deſtroy, 

Save what is in deſtroying, other joy 

To me is loſt, Then let me not let paſs 

Occaſion which now ſmiles, behold alone 

The Woman, opportune to all attempts, 

Her Husband, for Iview far round, not nigh, 

Whoſe higher intellectual more I ſhun, 


. 
—— 


MHeroic built, though of terreſtrial mould, 
Foe not informidable, exempt from wound, 
I not ;"fo much hath Hell debas'd, and paine 
Infeebl'd me, to what I was in Heav'n. 
Shee fair, divinely fair, fit Love for Gods, 
Not terrible; though terrour be in Love 
And beautie, not approacht by ſtronger hate, 
Hate ſtronger, under ſhew of Love well feign'd, 
The way which to her ruin now I tend. 
So ſpake the Enemie of Mankind, enclos d 
In Serpent, Inmate bad, and toward Eve 7 
Addreſs d his way; not with iodented wave, 1 
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And ſtrength, of courage hautie, and of limb 6 


Prone on the ground, as ſince, but on his reare, 
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Circular baſe of riſing foulds, that tour d 
Fould above fould a ſurging Maze, his Head 
Creſted alofr, and Carbuncle his Eyes; 

With burniſht Neck of verdant Gold, erect 
Amidſt his circling Spires, that on the graſs 
Floted redundant: pleaſing was his ſhape, 
And lovely, never ſince of Serpent kind 
Lovelier, not thoſe that in /tyriachang'd 
Hermione and Cadmus, or the God 

In Epidaurus; nor to which transformd 
Ammonian ove, or Capitoline was ſeen, 

Hee with Olympi as, this with her who bore 
Scipio the highth of Rome. With tract oblique 
Ar firſt, as one who ſought acceſs, bur feard 
To interrupt, ſide-long he works his way. 

As when a Ship by skilful Stearſman wrought 
Nigh Rivers mouth or Foreland, where the Wind 
Veres oft, as oft ſo ſteers, and ſhifts her Saile; 

So varied hee, and of his tortuous Traine 

Curld many a wanton wreath in ſight of Eve, 
To lure her Eye; ſnhee buſied heard the ſound 
Of ruſling Leaves, but minded not, as us d 

To ſuch Aiport before her through the Field, 
From every Beaſt, more duteous at her call, 
Then at Circean call the Herd diſguis d. 

Hee boulder now, uncall'd before her ſtood 

But as in gaze admiring : Ofc he bowd 

His turret Creſt, and ſleek enamel'd Neck, 
Fawning, and lick'd the ground whereon ſhe trod. 
His gentle dumb expreſſion turnd at length 

The Eye of Eve to mark his play 3 he glad 
Of her attention gaind, with Serpent Tongue 
Organic, or impulſe of vocal Air, 

is fraudulent temptation thus began. 
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Q 3 Wonder 


Wonder not, ſovran Miſtreſs, if perhaps 
Thoucanft, who art fole Wonder, much leſs arm 
Thy looks, the Heav'n of mildneſs, with difdain, 
Diſpleas d that I approach thee thus, and gaze 
Inſatiate, I thus ſingle, nor have feard 
- Thy awful brow, more awful thus refir d. 

Faireſt reſemblance of thy Maker faire, 

Thee all things living gaze on, all things thine 

By gift, and thy Celeſtial Beautie adore 

With raviſhment beheld, rhere beſt beheld 

Where univerſally admir'd ; but here 

In this encloſure wild, theſe Beaſts among, 

Beholders rude, and ſhallow to diſcerne 

Half what in thee is fair, one man except, 

Who fees thee? (and what is one ꝰ) who ſhouldſt be 
A Goddeſs among Gods, ador d and ſerv d ( ſeen 
By Angels numberleſs, thy daily. Train. 

So gloz d the Tempter, and his Proem tun'd; 
Into the Heart of Eve his words made way, 

Though at the voice much marveling; at length 

Not unan az d ſhe thus in anſwer ſpake. 

What may this mean? Language of Man pronounc't 
By Tongue of Brute, and human ſenſe expreſt? 
The firſt at leſt of theſe I thought deni d 

To Beaſts, whom God on thir Creation-Day 
Created mute to all articular ſound 

The latter I demurre, for in thir looks 

Much reaſon, and in thir actions oft appeers. 
Thee, Serpent, ſuttleſt beaſt of all the field 

I knew, but not with human voice endu d; 
Redouble then this miracle, and ſay, 

How cam ſt thou ſpeakable of mute, and how 
To me ſo friendly groun above the reſt 

Ot brutal kind, hat daily are in ſight? 


Say, 
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Say, for ſuch wonder claims attention due- 
To whom the guileful Tempter thus reply d- 

Empreſs of this fair World, reſptendent Eve; -: 
Eaſie to mee ir is to tell thee all 7{ obeyd : 
What thou commandſt, and right rhou'ſhonldR be 
I was at firſt as other Beaſts that graze 151 
The trodden Herb, of abject thoughts and low, 

As was my food, nor aught but food diſcern'd' | 

Or Sex, and apprehended nothing hi: 
Till on a day roaving the field, I chancd 

A goodly Tree farr diſtant to behold  - 

Loaden with fruit of faireſt colours mixt, 

Ruddie and Gold: Incarer drew to gaze; 

When from the boughes a ſav orie odour blow'n, 
Grateful to appetite, moWpleas'd my ſenſe 

Then ſmell of ſweeteſt Fennel the Teats 

Of Ewe or Goat dropping wirh Milk at Eevn, 
Unſuckt of Lamb or Kid, that tend thir play. 

To farisfie the ſharp deſire I had 

Of taſting thoſe fair Apples, I reſolv d 

Not to deferr; hunger and thirſt at once, 
Powerful perſwaders, quick'nd at the ſcent 

Of that alivcing fruit, urg'd me ſo keene. 

About the moſſie Trunk I wound me ſoon; 

For high from ground the branches would require 
Thy utmoſt reach or Adams: Round the Tree 

All other Beaſts that ſaw, with like deſire 

Longing and envying ſtood, but could not reach. 
Amid the Tree now got, where plenty hung 
Tempting ſo nigh, to pluck and eat my fill a 
I ſpar d not, for ſuch pleaſure till that hour | 
At Feed or Fountain never had I found. 

' Sared at length, ere long I might perceave 
Strange alteration in me, to degree a 
| Q 4 . £4 
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Of Reaſonin my inward Powers, and Speech 
Wanted not long, though to this ſhape retain'd, 
Thencefoxth to Speculations high or deep 
I turnd my thoughts, and with capacious mind 
Conſiderd all things viſible in Heav'n, 
Or Earth, or Middle, all things fair and good; 
But all that fair and good in thy Divine 
Semblzuce, and in thy Beauties heav'nly Ray 
United I beheld; no Fair to thine 
Equivalent or ſecond, which compel'd 
Mee thus, though importune perbaps, to come 
And gaze, and worſhip thee of right declar'd 
Sovran of Creatures, univerſal Dame. 
So4alk'd the ſpirited fly Snake; and Eve 
Yet more amaz'd unwarieghus reply'd. 
Serpent, thy — leaves in doubt 
The vertue of that Fruſt, in thee firſt prov'd : 
But ſay, where grows the Tree, from hence how far} 
For maay are the Trees of God that grow 
In Paradiſe, and various, yet unknown 
To us, in ſuch aboundance lies our choice, 
As leaves a greater ſtore of Fruit untoucht, 
Still hanging incorruptible, till men | 
Grow up tothir proviſion, and more hands 
Help to disburden Nature of her Bearth. 
To whom the wilie Adder, blithe and glad. 
Empreſs, the way is readie, and not long, 
Beyond a row of Myrtles, on a Plat, 
Falt by a Fountain, one ſmall Thicket paſt 
Of blowing Myrrh and Balme; if thon accept 
My conduct, I can bring thee thither ſoon. 
Lead then, ſaid Eve. Kee leading ſwiftly rowld * 
In tangles, and made intricate ſeem ſtrait, 
To miſchief ſwift, Hope eleyates, and joy 
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Bright'ns his Creſt, as when a wandring Fire, 
Compact of unctuous vapor, which the Night 
Condenſes, and the cold invirons round, 
Kindl d through agitation to a Flame, 
Which oft, they ſay, ſome evil Spirit attends 
Hovering and blazing with deluſive Light, 
Miſleads th amaz'd Night-wanderer from his way 
To Boggs and Mires, and oft through Pond or Poole, 
There ſwallow'd up and loſt, from ſuccour farr. 
So gliſter'd the dire Snake, and into fraud 
Led Eve our credulous Mother, to the Tree 
Of prohibition, root of all our woe; 
Which when ſhe ſaw, thus to her guide ſhe ſpake. 
Serpent, we might have ſpar d our coming hither, 
Fruitleſs to mee, though Fruit be here to excels, 
Ihe credit of whoſe vertue reſt with thee, 
Wondrous indeed, if cauſe of ſuch effects. | 
But of this Tree we may not taſte nor tou; 
God ſo commanded, and left that Command 
Sole Daughter of bis voice; the reſt, we live 
Law to our ſelves, our Reaſon is our Law. 
To whom the Temper guilefully repli'd. 
Indeed ? hath God then ſaid that of the Fruit 
Of all theſe Garden Trees ye ſhall not eate, 
Yet Lords declar'd of all in Earth or Aire? 
To whom thus Eve yet linleſs. Of the Fruit 
Of each Tree in the Gardenwe may eate, 
Bur of the Fruit of this fair Tree amidſt 
The Garden, God hath ſaid, Ye ſhall not eate 
Thereof, nor ſhall ye touch it, leaſt ye die. (bold 
She ſcarſe had ſaid, though brief, when naw more 
The Tempter. but with ſhew of Zeale and Love 
To Man, and indignation at his wrong, 
New part puts on, and as to paſſion moy'd, 


Fluctuats 
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Fluctuats diſturbd, yet comely and in act 

Rais d, as of ſom great matter to begin. 

As when of old ſom Orator tenound 

In Athens or free Rowe, where Eloquence 
Flouriſhd, ſince mute, to ſom great cauſe addreſt, 
Stood in himſeif collected, while each part, 
Motion, each act won audience ere the tongue, 
Somtimes in highth began, as no delay 

Of Preface brooking through his Zeal of Right. 
So ſtanding, moving, or to highth upgrown 

The Tempter all impaſſiond thus began. 

O Sacred, Wiſe, and Wiſdom-giving Plant, 
Mother of Science, Now I feel thy Power 
Within me cleere, not onely to diſcerne 
Things in thir Cauſes, but to trace the wayes 
Of higheſt Agents, deemd however wiſe. 

Queen of this Univerfe; doe not believe 
"Thoſe rigid threats of Death; ye ſha!) not Die: 
How ſhould ye? by the Fruit? it gives you Life 


To Knowledge? By the Threatner, look on mee, 


Mee who have touch'd and taſted, yet both live, 
And life more perfet have attaind then Fate 
Meant mee, by ventring higher then my Lot. 
Shall that be ſhut to Man, which to the Beaſt 
Is open? or will God incenſe his ire 
For ſuch a petty Treſpaſs, and not praiſe 
Rather your dauntleſs vertue. whom the pain 
Of Death denounc't, whatever thing Death be, 
Deterrd not from atchieving whar might leade 
Fo happier life, knowledge of Good and Evil ; 
Of good, how juſt ? of evil, if what is evil 
Be real, why not known, ſince eaſier ſhunnd ? 
God therefore cannot hurt ye, and be jult ; 
Not juſt, not God; not feard theo, nor obeyd: 
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Your feare iv felf of Death removes the feare. 

| Why then was this forbid > Why but to awe, 
Why bur to keep ye low and ignorant, 

His worſhippers ; he knows that in the day 

Ye Eate thereof, your Eyes that ſeem fo cleere, 
Yer are but dim, ſhall perfetly be then 

Op'nd and cleerd, and ye ſhall be as Gods, 
Knowing both Good and Evil as they know. 
That ye thould be as Gods, ſince I as Man, 
Internal Man, is but proportion meet, 

I of brute human, yee of human Gods. 

So ye ſhall die perhaps, by putting off 

Human, to put on Gods, death to be wiſhr, 
Though threat nd, which no worſe then this can bring. 
And what are Gods that Man may not become 

As they, participating God- like food ? 

The Gods are firſt, and that advantage uſe 

On our belief, that all from them proceeds; 
Iqueſtion it, for this fair Earth I fee, 

Warm'd by the Sun, producing every kind, 

Them nothing: If they all things, who enclos d 
Knowledge of Good and Evil in chis Tree, 

That whoſo eats thereof, forthwirh attains 
Wiſdom without their leave? and wherein lies 
Th' offence, that Man ſhould thus atrain to know ? 
What can your knowledge hurt him, or this Tree 
Impart againſt his will if all be his? 

Or is it envie, and can envie dwell 

In heav'nly breſts ? theſe, theſe and many more 
Cauſes import your need of this fair Fruit. 
Goddeſs humane, reach then, and freely taſte. 
He ended, and his words replete with guile 

© | Into her heart too eaſie entrance won: | 
Kron the Fruit ſhe gar d, which to behold 
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Might 


Might tempt alone, and in her ears the ſound 
Yet rung of his perſwaſiye words, impregn d 
With Reaſon, to her ſeeming, and with Truth; 
Mean while the hour of Noon drew on, and wak d 
An eager appetite, rais d by the ſmell 
So ſavorie of that Fruit, which with deſire, 
Inclinable now grown to touch or taſte, 
Solliciced ber longing eye; yet firſt 
Pauling a while, thus to her ſelf ſhe mus'd. 

Great are thy Vertues, doubtleſs, beſt of Fruits, 


Though kept from Man, and worthy to be admird, 


Whoſe taſte, too long forborn, at firſt aſſay 
* Gave elocution to the mute, and taught 


The Tongue not made for Speech to ſpeak thy praiſe: 


Thy praiſe hee alſo who forbids thy uſe, 
Conceales not from us, naming thee the Tree 


Of Knowledge, knowledge both of good and evil; 


Forbids us then. to taſte, but his forbidding 
Commends thee more, while it inferrs the good 
By thee communicated, and our want : 

For good unknown, ſure is not had, or had 

And yet unknown, is as not had at all. 

In plain then, what forbids he but to know, 
Forbids us good, forbids us to be wiſe ? 

Suck prohibitions binde not. But if Death 
Bind us with after- bands, what profits then 
Our inward freedom ? In the day we eate 

Of this fair Fruit, our doom is, we ſhall die. 
How dies the Serpent? hee hath eat'n and lives, 
And knows, and ſpeaks, and reaſons, and diſceras, 
Irrational till then. For us alone 

Was death invented? or to us deni'd 

This intellectual food, for beaſts reſery'd? 

For Beaſts it ſeems ; yet that one Beaſt which firſt 
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Hath taſted, envies not, but brings with joy 
The good befall'n him, Author unſuſpect, 
Friendly to man, farr from deceit ar guile. 
Whar fear I then, rather what know to feare 
Under this ignorance of good and Evil, 
Of God or Death, of Law or Penaltie ? 
Here grows the Cure of all, this Fruit Divine, 
Fair to the Eye, inyiting to the Taſte, 
Of vertue to make wile : what hinders then | 
To reach, and feed at once both Bodie and Mind? 
So ſaying, her raſh hand in evil hour 
Forth reaching to the Fruit, ſhe pluck'd, ſhe eat: 
Earth felt che wound, and Nature from her ſeat 
Sighing chrough all her Works gave ſigns of woe, 
That all was loſt. Back to the Thicket ſlunk 
The guiltie Serpent, and well might, for Eve 
Intent now wholly on her taſte, naught elſe 
Regarded, ſuch delight till then, as ſeemd, 
In Fruit ſhe never taſted, whether true 
Or fanſied ſo, through expectation high 
Of knowledg, nor was God- head from her thought. 
Greedily ſhe ingorg d without reſtraint, 
And knew not eating Death: Satiate at length, 
And bighi'nd as with Wine, jocond and boon, - 
' Thus to her ſelf ſhe pleaſingly began. | 
O Sovran, vertuous, precious of all Trees 
In Paradiſe,” of operation bleſt 
To Sapience, hitherto obſcur'd, infam d, 
And thy fair Fruit let hang, as to no end 
. - but benceforth my early care, 
Not without Song, each Morning, and due praiſe 
+ | Shalt tend thee, and the fertil burden caſe 
Of thy full branches offer d free to all; 
+ Till dieted by thee I grow mature 


a® 


"In 


233 Paradiſe Loſt, Book IX 

In knowledge, as the Gods who all things kno w-, 

Though others envie what they cannot give; 

For had the gift bin theirs, it had not here | 

Thus grown. Experience, next to thee I owe, 

— guide; not following thee, I had remaind 

norance, thou op'nſt Wiſdoms way, 

Anke giv'ſt acceſs, chingh ſecret ſhe retire. 

And I perbaps am ſecret; Heav'n is high, 

High and remote to ſee from thence diſtin 

Each thing on Earth; and other care perhaps 

May have diverted from continual watch 

Our great Forbidder, ſafe with all his Spies 

About him. But to Adam in what fort 

Shall Iappeer? ſhall by —— known 

As yet change, 1 e him to partake 

Full happineſs wich — rather — 

But keep the odds of Knowledge in my power 

Without Coparrner ?- ſo to add what wants 

In Femal Sex, the more to draw his Love, 

And render me more equal, and perhaps, 

A thing not undeſirea e, fomtime 

Superior; for inferior oy is free d 9 

This may be well: but what if God have ſeen 

And Death enſue ? then I ſhall be no more, 

And Adam wedded to another Eve, 

Shall live with her enjoying, Lextinet; 

A death to think. Confirm 'd then I reſolve; by 

Adam (hall ſhare with me in bliſs or woe: A 

So dear I love him, that with him all deaths ' 

I could endure, withont him live no life. 

So ſaying. from the Tree her ſtep ſhe rurnd, 
But firſt low Reverence don, as to the power 
That dwelt within; whoſe prefence had infus' d 
Into the plant ſciential ä * 
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From Nectar, drink of Gods. Adam the while 

Waiting deſirous her return, had wove 

Of choiceſt Flours a Garland to adorne 

Her Treſſes, and her rural labours crown, 

As Reapers oft are wont thir Harveſt Queen, 

Great joy he promis'd to his thoughts, and ne 

Solace in her return, ſo long delay d; 

Vet oft his heart, divine of ſomthing ill, 

Miſgave him; hee the faultring meaſure felt; 

And forth to meet her went, the way ſhe took 

That Morn when firſt they parted; by the Tree 

Of Knowledge he mult paſs, there he her met, 

Scarſe from the Tree returning ; in her band 

A bough of faireſt fruit that . ſmil d, 

New gatherd, and ambrofial ſmell diffus d. 

To him ſhe haſted, in her face excuſe 

Came Prologue, and Apologie to prompt, | 

Which with bland words at will ſhe thus addreſt. 
Haſt thou not wonderd, Adam, at my ftay ? 

Thee I have miſst, and thought it long, depriv d 

Thy preſence, agonie of love till now 

Not felt, nor ſhall be twice, for never more 

Mean I to trie, what raſh untri d I ſought, 

The pain of abſence from thy fight. But ſtrange. 

Hath bin the cauſe, and wonderful to heare : 

This Tree is not as we aretold, a Tree 

Of danger taſted, nor to evil unknown 

Op'ning the way, but of Divine effe& 

To open Eyes, and make them Gods who. taſte ; 

And hath bin tafted ſuch: the Serpent wiſe, 

Or not reſtraind as wee, or not obeying, _ 

Hath eat'n of the fruit, and is become, 

Not dead, as we are threatn'd, but thenceforth 

$ Endu'd with human voice and human ſenſe, 
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Reaſoning to admiration, and with mee 
pPerſwaſively hath ſo prevaild, that J 
Haye alſo taſted, and have alſo found 
Th' effects to correſpond, opener mine Eyes, 
Dimm erſt, dilated Spirits, ampler Heart, 
And growing up to Godhead , which for thee | 
Chiefly I ſought, without thee can deſpiſe. 
For bliſs, as thou haſt parc, to.me is bliſs, 
Tedious, unſhar'd with thee, and.odious ſoon. 
Thou therefore allo taſte, that equal Lot 
May joyne us, equal Joy, as. equal Love ; 
Leaſt thou not taſting, different degree 
Disjoyne us, and I then 100 late renounce 
Deitie for thee, when Fate will not permit. 

Thus Eve wich Countnance blithe her ſtorie told; 
But in her Cheek diſtemper fluſhing glowd. 
On th' other ſide, Adam, ſoon as he heard 
The fatal Treſpaſs don by Eve, amaz'd, 
Aſtonied ſtood and Blank, while horror chill 
Ran through his veins, and all his j joynts relax'd , 
From his (lack hand the Garland-wreath'd for Eve 
Down drop'd, and all the faded Roſes ſhed ; 
Speechleſs he ſtood and pale, till thus at length 
Firſt to himſelf he inward ſilence broke. 

O faireſt of Creation, laſt and beſt 
Of all Gods works, Creature in whom excelld 
Whatever can to light or thought be formd, 
Holy, divine, good, amiable, or ſweet ! 
How art thou loſt, how on a ſudden loſt. 
Defac't, deflourd, and now to Death devote? 
Rather how haſt thou yeelded to tranſgreſs 
The ſtrict forbiddance, how to violate 
The fgcred Fruit forbidd'n ! ſom curſed fraud 
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And mee with iet hath ruind; for with theo” 1 

Certain my rtſdlution is to Die, 5 

How can I live withott thee, bow forgoe 

Thy ſweet Converſe and Loveſo-dearly j joyn d. 

Io live again in theſe wilde Woods forlorn? 

Should God create another Eve, and 1 

Another Ribafard? Fet loſs of thee 

Would never from iny heart; no no, I feel * 5 

The, Link of Nature raw mei. Hleſh of Fleſh, 8 

Bone of my Bone thou art, and from thy State 

Mine never mall be parted, bliſs or Woo. 
So baving ſaid; as bhe: from — — * 

Recomforted, and aſter choughts* re 

Sabmicting to What ſeetnd! remedileſs, 7 3.4 

Thus in calm inood bis Words t& Eur he land. b 
Zold deed thou haſt preſum d. ad ventrous Eves 

And peril great /provbk't, wHh⁰ů rns bath dard 

Had it been onely coveting to EV 

That ſacred Fruit, ſacred 15 abſtirience,/ 

Much more to taſte ir under banne te touch. 

But paſt who ean recall, or don undoe? 5 

Not God Omnipotent. nor Fate, yet fo e 

Perhaps thou ſhalt not Die, perhaps the Fact 

Is not ſo hainous now; foretaſted Fruit, {| 


Proſan d firſt by ide Set fx, by bim firſt 


Made tommon' 5 —5 * our taſte; 
r yet on 1 2 lives, 
eo as thou ſaidft, A. wider ive as Man 
I degres of Liſe, — Nen 


3 a8 likely ee e to arcane" 


Foporrional Which cannot her 
Rat to be Gods, or Aris els Demi-gods; 
Yor can I think that Creator wiſe, 
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Us his prime Creatures, di if d. ſo "NY 
Set over all his Works, whichino ' 
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Certain to undergoes like doom, if Death, .,- ; ;.-; 1 
Conſort with zhee, Death is to mreas Life; 7} +, 
So forcible within my heart Ifeel 1&4 2 
The Bond of Natute draw me to my owne, ' 1 | 
My own in thee, for, what thou art is mine; ; 
Our State cannot be.:ſeyerd, we are one, ft] 1 
One Fleſh ; to looſe bee were io looſe my ſelfl. ! 
So Adam, andthus Eve to him repli'd. 41 7 
O glorious trial of exceeding Love, $4 
Illuſtrious evidence, example high! 7 8 
Ingaging me to emulate, hut ſhort .. 1h 1 
Of thy perfettion, how ſhall Langine, ET. & 
Adam, from 5 j 46 fideI war Ne ſprung, * 5 
And gladly of our Uni 1 V b 
One Heart, one Saul i whereof, good I 
This day affords; declari thee reſolyd, 18 
Rather ho Death or avght then. Death more dreidy \ 
Shall ſeparate us, Jinke-in Love ſo dee. 0 
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To undergoe with mee one Guily, one Crime. 3 ; . 
If any be, of taſting ibis fair Fu, 
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Direct, or by ectafidh hark-preſencelf/ --:: |: 
This happie trial of thy Love; wich elfe . . . 
So eminently never had bia known. / - 

Were i I thought Death menac d would ene 

This my attempt, I would ſufidin'alone-/ 

The worſt, and not perſwnde thee rarher le 

Deſerted, then oblige thee with a fa 

pernicious to thy Peace, chiefly aſſur d 

Remarkably ſolate of thy ſo ue, 

So faithful ove unequald 3 bur Ifeel 

Farr dad he —— not Deach, * Lie 

ented, op new Hopes, newJoprs, Ir, 
22 ſo Divine, d of ſweer before | 

Hath toueht my ſenſe, flat ſeems-to'this, a harth: 4 

On my experience, Adam, freely taſte, was 
And fear of Death deliver to lde Winde. 

o ſayingz ie einbrac di, and i : 

Tenderly wepr, much won that be his Love - 

Had ſo enobfa, us of choice 40hichrr | * 4 * 

Divine di e for her fal or Death. 

In recompence (for ſuch compliande bud 
uch recompence beſt merics: the Vougit | 
' She gave bim sf that fair Fruit: -* 
With liberal hand: he Ce not to cat 
Againſt his better k +, not deceav d, 
But fondly overcome with charm- -*- 
Earth treſnblu from her entrails, as again © 
In pangs, and gave a ſecond groan 
Skie lowr'd and muntering Thunder, ſom fad dropt 
Wepr ar compleatir of the mortal Sin 


$4 Extog bis Minor Zoe to eve 
Ker former treſpaſs fear d, che more to forks 
N hb; cries that now | 
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As with new Wine intoxicated both - 104 

They ſwim in mirth, and fanſie that they feel 

Divinitie within them wing? 

Wherewith to ſcorne the Earth: but chat falſe ku 

Farr other operation ſirſi diſplad. 

Carnal deſire enflaming. hee on Eu 

Began to caſi laſcirious Eyes, ſbe him 

As wantonly repaid; in. Luſt they butne : 

Till Adam thus ve to dalliance move, 
Eve, now 1 ſee thowatr exact of. ale, 

And elegant, af — . ſmall part, 

Since ſavour meapply, 

And Palat: uig I the-praiſe 

Yeild thee; ſo Alen thou haſt purvey d. 

Much pleaſure ure have loſt, while we abſtain d 

From this deligiifubRruit, nor known till now 


True reliſh; een bend 


In things: us 
For this one Tree had bin for ten. 
But come, ſo well refreſh/z, now det us play, 
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For never did thy Beantie Lace the day 

I ſaw thee firſt and { thee, adorn'd . 

With all perfection. ſo; enflame my ſenſe 

With ardor to enjoy thee, fairer. nas rm pK 

Then ever, bountie of alis vertuous Tre. J x 
So ſaid he, and forbore got glance or toy A] 7 

Of amorous intent, well underſtood if 

Of Ede, whoſe E Eye dartedconagious. Fire. 

Her hand he ſeis d, and to a ſhadie bank, -- _ 

Thick ovechead with verdant roof inbowr'd. 7 

He led ber nothing loath ; Son wore the.Couth, Þ 


Panſies, and Violet, and 
And Hyacinth, Earths . de Ep. 
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. 
Took largely, of thir mutual guilt tbe Seale, 
The ſolace of thir fin, till dewie ee 
Oppreſs'd them, wearied with 'thir amorous play. 
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Soon as the force'of that fallacious Fruit, 
That with exhilerating vapour hland 
About thir ſpirits had plaid; and inmoſt powers -* 
Made erre, was now exhal d, and groſſer ſleep 
Bred of unkindly fymes, with conſcious dreams 
Encumberd, now had left them, up they roſe 
As from unreſt, and each the other viewing, 
Soon found thir Eyes how op nd, and thir minds 
How dark'nd; innocence; that᷑ as à veile 
Had ſhadow d them from knowing ill, was gon, 
Juſt confidence, and native rightebuſneſs 
And honour from about them; naked left 
To guiltie ſhame hee covet d, but his Robe 
Uncover d more, ſo roſe the Danite ſtrong: 
Hercule an Samſon from the Harlor-lap- ' 
of _— Dalilab, and wax d 
Shorn of his ſtrength, They deſtitute and bare 
Of all thir vertue: ſilent, and in face 
Confounded long they ſate, as ſtruck 'n mute, 
Till Adam, though not leſs thlen Eve abaſit, 
At length gave utterance to theſe words conſtraind. 
O Eve, in evil hour thou didſt give eare 
To that falſe Worm, of whomſoever taught 
—— — — our Fall, a 
in our promis d Riſing; ſince our Eyes 
| Op'nd we find in and find we know | 
Both Good and Evil, Good ſoſt, and Evil got, 
I Bad Fruit of Knowledge, if this be to know, 
Which leaves us naked thus, of Honour void, 
| Of Innocence, of Farb, of Punt, 
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pread thir —.— broad 


The parts of each for other, that ſeem maſk . _ 
To ſhame obnoxious; and unſeemlieſt ſeen, + 
— Tree whoſe broad ſmooth Leaves together ſouwi 
nd girded dn our loyns, may cover round ? 
hoſe middle parts, that this new commer, n \ 
Thats ſit not, and reproach us as unclean, 

So counſel'd hee, and hoth \cogerher went 
Intothe thickeſt Wood, there they choſe _ 
— 2 o, not that kind for Frait renown'd, - 
u at this day to Indians known 
In In Aal or Dec a: {preds ber Armes 
Braunchi ger long, chr nab ana 
The take root, und Dang . 1 
— he ore Trp Pill hd 

overarch'r, between ; 4 . 
C — — 5 ** ba, 
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d bros Evening: gy: COU ye Pines, 3 

Ye Cedars; with 1 
alen cn Ab plighs, dent : 
But let us no, as e- £ 
What beſt may from the preſent ſerve to hide 
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At Loopholes cut through thickeſt ſhade : Thoſe j-; - 
— gatherd, broad as Anazonien Targe, (Leave: 

wich what skill they had, together lowd, _ 
To gird thir waſte; yain Covering if to hide 
Thir guilt and dreaded ſbame; O how unlike _ 
To that firſt naked Glorie. Such of late WY 
Columbus found th American ſo girt = 

Wich featherd Cincture, naked elſe and wilde 
Among the Trees on Iles and woodie Shores. 
Thus fenc t, and as they thought, thir ſhame in part 
r vor by — or eaſe of 1 — 

* te t own to weep, nor one ; ey 

Raind at thir Eyes, but high Winds — Wan | 

an to riſe, high Paſſiony, Anger, Hate, 
, Suſpicion, Diſcord, and ſhook ſore 

Thir inward State of Mind, calm Region once | 
And full of Peace, now toſt and turbulent: 
For Underftanding rul'd-not, and the Will | 

Heard nay her lore, both in ſubjection no 

To ſenſual Appetite, who from he 

Uſurping over ſoyran-Reaſonclaimd _ 

Superior ſway : from chus r 
Adam, eſtrang d in look and alterd ſtile, - 

Speech intermitted thus to Zus rene wd. 

Would thou hadſt heark nd to my words; and ſlai d 

With me, as I beſought thee, when chat ſtrange 

Deſire of wandring this unhappie Morn, 

I know not whence poſleſsd thee; we had then 

Remaind ſtill happie, not as — wc Int 
Of all our good, ſham d, naked, miſerable. 

Let none henceforth ſeek needleſs cauſe to approve 


„* 


r 


— 
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| The aich they owe ; when earneſtly they 


. 
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* 
= 


to laile.. | 


4 Such proof, conclude, ve, then 
> To whom ſoon moy d with touch 
.% R4 


What words have paſt thy Lips, Ala ſevere/, 
Impur'ſ thou that to wy defiale or will K 
Of. wandring, as thou call'ſt it, which who k nous 
But might 2s ill haye happ nd thou being b, 
Or to thy ſelf perhaps: hadſt thou been there, 
Or here th attempt, thou could not have diſcernd | 
Fraud in the Serpent, ſpeaking as he ſpake; « 
No ground of enmitie between us known, 
Why bee ſhould mean me ill, or ſeek to harme, 
Was I to have never parted from thy ſide? — 
As good have grown there ſtill a liveleſs Rib. | 
Being as I am; why didſt not thou the Head 
Command me abſolutely not to go, © 
Going into ſuch danger as thou ſaid ? 
= — then thou did not much giinlay, 

ay didft permit, approve, and fair diſmiſs. 
Hadſ thou bin 45 Tod fixt in thy diſſent, 
Neither had I tr d, nor thou with mee. 
Co whom then firſtincenſt Adam repli'd, 
Is this the Love, is this the recompence 
Of mine to thee, ingrateful Eve, expreſt 
Immutable when thou wert loſt, not I. 
Who might have liy'd and jeyd immortal bliſt, 
Yet willingly choſe rather Death with thee: 
And am I now uphraided, as the cauſe 
Of thy tranſgreſling? nor enough ſevere, 
It ſeems, in thy reſtraint : what could I more? 
Iwarfn'd thee, Iadmoniſh'd thee, foretold 
The danger, and the lurking Enemie | 
That lay in wait; beyond this had bin force, 


aii ene 


And force upon free will hath here noi place. 
— — bore thee on, ſecure 

Either lio meet no danger, or to finde 

rer of gloriouy trial; and perhaps. 


8 


* 
5 
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4s err d in overmuch admirir 
Wbat ſeemd in thee ſo perſet, that I thought 
W evil gurſt aregmpt thee, but I rue 
* } Fhat errour now; which is become my crime, 
I And thou th accuſer. Thus it ſhall befall 
Him who to worth in Women overtruſting 
Lets ber will rule; reftraint ſhe will not brook, 
And left to her ſelf, if evil thence enſue, 
$hee firſt his weak indulgence will accuſe. 
. Thus in mutual accuſation] 
I The fruitleſs hours, but neither felf-condemning, 
I And of thir vain conteſt appeer'd- no end. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


Mans tranſgreſſion known, the Guardian Angels fer- 
ſake Paradiſe,' and return upto Heaven to approve 
thir vigilance, and are approv'd, God declaring that 
The entrance of Satan could not be by them prevented. 
He ſends his Son to judge the Tranſereſſors, who de. 
ſcends and gives Sentence accordingly ; then in pi 
cleaths them both, and reaſcends. Sin and Death 
ſitting till then at the Gates of Hell, by wondrous ſym- 
pathie feeling the ſucceſs of Satan in this new World, 
and the fin by Man there committed, reſolve to ſit no 
longer confin'd in Hell, but to follow Satan thir Sirt 
up to the place of Man : To make the way eaſier frow | 
- Hell to this Warld to aud fro,theypave abroad High | 
way. or Bridge over Chaos, according to the Tra | > 
. Satan firſt made; then preparing for Earth, | © 
bel 2 meet him proud of his ſucceſs returning to Hei, 
thir mutual gratulation. Satan arrives at Pandemes 
-;! ; NBD, in full of afſembly relates with "a hb 


F 
) 
; 
L 


Book. X. Paradiſe Loſt: 


on in the Heavens. and Elements. 


Waiknown in Heay'n z for what 
Of God All- ſeeing. or deceave his 


| He with ſtr, 


q 


3 hs to have di 


x - 4 
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ſuc 2e. Man; _ 4 Nee 
tained with tr 
ferm d wich 71 2. e. in Fa. 
a 4e ; | 
with a ſhew of the forbid Tree PE 


them, t 7 re to — 
duſt and bi icter aſbes. me 


them, and the renewing af all 6 43 2 

preſent commands bis Angels to make e LET 
more and 
more perceiving his fall n condition oeavily bewailes, 
rejefts the 22 of Eve; ſhe pn aud as 
length appeaſes him : then to evade the Curſe likely to 


| fellon ahi Ofepring, p woſerto Adpm pocket mayer 
at 


which oves nat, but congeiving better hape, puts 
ber in 9 the late Promiſe —— _ 


Seed. ſhould be rtveng d on the Serpent, and exberts 
ber with him to ſock Peace of the offended Deiry, by 


Oe and ſupplication. 


T Eanwhile the hainous and d all a& 


Of Satan done in ©, 2 
Hee in the had p Eue, 
Her Husband (hee, to tall a al B 


ſcape the Eye 
eart 

ient, who in all things wiſe and 

5 2 3 


d not Satan to 
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Whoever tem gd they not obeying, J 


Tncurr'd, what co lefs, the penaltie 
Id in fn,” ervd to fall. 
into Heav'h from Paradiſe i in haſte 


Angelic Guards aſcended, mute and ſad 
For Man, for of his ſtate by this they knew, 
Much wondting how the ſuttle Fiend had ſtoln 
Entrance unſeen. Soon as th' unwelcome news 
From Earth arriv'd at Heaven Gate, diſpleas d 
All were who heard, dim ſadneſs did not ſpare 
Thar time Celeſtial viſages, yet mixt 
With pitie, violated not thir bliſs. 
About the new-arriy'd, in multitudes 
Th' ethereal 77 ran, to hear and knosg 
How all befell: towards the Throne Supream 
Accountable HA to make appear 
With ri Ae neons plea, thir utmoſt vigilance, - 
y approv'd ; when the moſt High 
— Father from his ſecret Cloud, 
Amidſt in Thunder utter'd thus his voice. 
embl'd. Angels, and ye Powers return d 

From unſucce charge, be not diſmaid, 
Nor troubl'd at theſe ridings from the Earth, 
Which your fincereſt care could not prevent, 
Foretold ſo lately what would come to pals, 
When firſt this Tempter croſs d the Gulf from Hell Y 
I told ye then he ſhould prevail and ſpeed Wy 
On his bad Errand, Man ſhould beſeduc t yp 
And flatter d out of all, believing lies ae | 
Againſt his Maker; no Decree o mine 0 
Concurring to neceſſitate his Fall, * 
moment of impulſe 
5: be er own inclining left 

ut fall n he ĩs, and now 


= 


* 


Or touch with lis 
Hisfree Will 
In Feyn ſcale. 
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| What reſts but that the mortal Sentence paſs - 


Which he preſumes already vain and void, 
| Becauſe not yet inflicted, as he feard, 


; | By ome immediate ſiroal; but ſesa ball Bad 


Forbearance no acquittance ere day end. 
Juſtice ſhall not return as bountie ſcorn'd.. 


But whom ſend I to judge them? whom but thee - 


Vicegerent Son, to thee. I have transferr'd 


All Judgement. whether in Hes n, or Earth, or mw 


Eaſte it _— be ſeen that T intend: | 

Mercie collegue with Taſtice, ſending thee 

Mans Friend, bis'Mediator, his d n'd | 

Both Ranſom and. Redeemer vol 

And deſtin'd Man himſelf to judge Manfalfo. 
So ſpake the Father, and unfoniding bright © 

Toward the right hand his Glorie, on the Son 

Blaz d forth unclouded Deitie; be fall 

Reſplendent all his Father — 

Expreſs'd, and thus divinely anſwer a milde. 
Father Eternal, Thine! is to decree; | 


Mine both in Heav n and Earth to do thy will '. * | 


Supream, that thou in mee thy Son beloy'd 


Mayſt ever relt well pleas d. Topo to . | 
u know, 


On Earth theſe thy tranſgreſlors 


|| Whoever-judg'd, 23 on mee muſt light, 


3 ſnall be, for ſo I undertoox 
Before thee'; and bot repenting, this: obtaine 
2-4 right, char T may .micigace thir doom 
FE yer jet ball wer 1 aig _ 
Juſtice with Mercie; as may i te 
24 lasse. and th EY thee appeaſe. 


i 92 the judged,” - 


lt _— nor Traingwhere none 
Tboſe 


33 
* 
- 


On his tranſgreſſion Death denounc it that day, 5 


we  Pataviſe Loft Bock 


Thoſe two g abe third beſt abſentis condemn d 


222 


Conta tg, ant Rebeitb alt Lr 
Convi ions —_ nm 212 W 

Thus ſaying R bereſe 58 
Of hi every orie t him Thrones and . 


Prince 1 miniſtrant 
Accompanied to Heaven Gate, from hence 3217 5 
Eden — all ehe Coaſt in proſped lay. ' 
Down he deſcended ſtrait; rhe ſpeed of Gods 
Timecountsnor;though with ſvifieſ wines uin 
Now was the Sun in Weſtern tadence low + © 4 
From Noon, and gentle Aires due at thir bour * 
To fan the Eam yow wak'd, and uſhet in 
The Eevning coote wben be from wrauth more co 
Came the ald und Interceffor bob 
LL, 4 ant voice of. God they oat os 
in the Garden, by ſolt windes. | 
to thit Bars; while day declin'd, they 16A 
om his preſence hid themſelves among 
The thicket Tard both Man and Wife, till Od 4 
Approaching, thia to Aden call d aloud. 
Wbere ard chen Au, wont with joy to sen 
My coming off? I miſs thee here, 2 
Not pleas d, tha emertainll with ſolirade, 5 
Where obvious 1 unſaughts) 
Or come I leſe u change 
Abſents thee, poured 2 — 6 — | 
He came, and with fling Hu, more loth, i ir 
To offend, diſcounr'nine'e borh, nf Uiſeomap! 
Love was not in thir looks; — 10 = þ 
Or to each orher, bur 

And ſhame, and „ and on, 
Anger, and and hare, rrp ar 
Whence —— chüs at | 
I heard thee inthe Garden, and of roles | 


SNF 


Rege 


reer nee 


X. Parent 55 
naked, hid my ſelf,” . 
| A bee. 


zur till rejoyc'r; is it now become 

$0 dreadful to thee? that thou art naked, bn 

5 Hath told theeꝰ haſt thou eaten of the Tree in? 

Whereof I gaye thee. n 
Lo whom thus Adam fore beſet repli d. 


O Heav'n! in evil ſtrait this day I ſtaad 


re my J either to &- | Sh 
Ex the we Crime, or 5 1 
other ſelf, the partner of my life 20158 26T 


{ failing, while her 8 75 
Id — ny _— by 


Th 


ld tho ould I hold w peace, yet n 
Feu * es what! leg 
This Woman whom thou mod ſt to 


be help, 091 
hd uri me 9 thy pre fo god * 
Se fit, ſo acceptable 3 oft 
1 ur bomber al. ould lälpecd oo il | 
And what ſhe did, whatever in it ſelf, + 24 
Her doing ſeem d to juſtiſie the deed; Y 
| n the Tree, and I did este. 
To whom bes Huge hag 
4 Een ſbee made cby gude, 
„ voice, or; was made 
pe vr, or dur equal, that to her 
thy Manhood, and che Pld e 
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Hers in all real —. An e 2/110”, eh! 


ET ITG lovely to attract. i fr * 1 
Thy Love, not t /SubjeQion, and Gif 04818 


Were ſuch as under Government w ene * Il 
Unſeemly to beate rule, which was oy ptr * 
And perſon, had'ft thou known thy felf arg: L 

So having ſaid; he thus to Eve in few: | 


Say Woman, what is cis which thou haſt Sar 4 
To whom ſad Evo with ſhame nigh overwhelm! d, 2 
Confeſling ſoon,” yet nos before her Judg e n 


In 
Bold or loquacious;thuvabaſhr repli qu. 
The Serpent nc me begeil'd and I did eats. W II 
Which when the Lord God heard, without del, 8 
To Judgementhe proceeded on th actus ed 


Serpent though: 'bruce; unable to transſerre | | 7 
The Guilton ahm lo made him: inſtrument 5 © 
Of miſchief, and polluted from the end 20 & 100 


Of his Creation; juſtly*rhen. acturſt: c . 
As vitiaced in Natute-: more-to:know- * 0 


Concern'd not Mai ¶ linoe he no further len 9 | * 


Nor alter d his oſfente; yet God:ar faſt” | 7 
To Satan firſt in fin his doom apply d, 5 0 
Though in myſterious terms, judg d n belt gil 10? E 
And on the Serpent thus bis'curſe let fall. uy 
Becauſe thou haſt done this; thouart nccupſts » A 
Above all Cattle, erh Beaſtof dhe Fietdid, 4 


Upon thy Belly groveling: chon ſhalt: 1E 
And dal dt ur fl — daycs of = vi. 
Between Thee andithe Woman 1 will put oO 1 
Enmitie, andberdrobabineadteriocd; 
Her Seed ſhall bruſe tliy bead, wer ble i 

So ſpake this Oracle, then verifi'd';' bin th 
When 81247 ſonaf Hy ſecond Fur, 


Saws gi lis Laghening doyntrom Heayn,!! 


OY 
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14 | Prince of the Aire; then riſing from his Grave 
iT | Spoild Principali:tes and Powers, triumpht 
n open ſhew, and with aſcention bright 
«4 Captivity led captive through the Aire, 
-2 | The Realm it ſelf of Satan long uſurpt, 
A | Whom he ſhall tread at laſt under our feet; 
keen hee who now foretold his fatal bruiſe, 
| And to the Woman thus his Sentence turn d. 
© | Thy forrow Iwill greatly multiplie 
44 | By thy Conception; Children thou ſhalt bring 
14 | In ſorrow forth, and to thy Husbands will 
4 | Thine ſhall ſubmit, hee over thee ſhall rule, 
On Adam laſt thus judgement he pronounc d. 
. Becauſe thou haſt heark nd to the voice of thy Wife, 
And eaten of the Tree concerning which 
22 | Icharg'd thee, ſaying: Thou ſhalt not eate thereof, 
27 | Curs'dis the ground for thy ſake, thou in ſorrow 
4 | Shalt cate thereof all the days of thy Life; 
@ | Thorns alſo and Thiſtles it ſhall bring thee forth 
#7 | Unbid, and thou ſhalreate th Herb of th Field, 
In the ſweat of thy Face ſhalt thou eat Bread, 
Till thou return unto the ground, for thou 
Out of the ground waſt taken, know thy Birth, 
For duſt thou art, and ſhalt to duſt returne. 

So judg'd he Man, both Judge and Saviour ſent, 
And th' inſtant ſtroke of Death denounc't that day 
{2 Remov'd farr off; then pittying how they ſtood 
before him naked to the aire, that now 
£1 Muſt ſuffer 8 diſdain'd not to begin 

4 Thenceforth the form of ſervant to aſſume, 

& when he waſh'd his ſervants feet ſo now 
TT As Father of his Familie he clad 
Thir nakedneſs with Skins of Beaſts, or ſlain, 
Or a5 the Snake with youthful Coate repaid; 
2 8 


And 


And thought not much to cloath bis Enemies: 
Nor hee thir outward onely with the Skins 

Of Beaſts, but in ward nakedneſs, much more 
Opprobrious, with his Robe of righteouſneſs, 
Araying cover d from his Fathers ſight. 

To him with ſwift aſcent he up returnd, 

Into his bliſsful boſom reaſſum d | 

In glory asof old, to him appeas'd 

All, 


though all-knowing, what had paſt with Man 


Recounted, mixing interceſſion ſweet. 


Meanwhile ere thus was ſin d and judg d on Earth, 


Within the Gates of Hell ſate Sin and Death, 

In counterview within the Gates, that now _ 

Stood open wide, belching outrageous flame 

Farr into Chaos, ſince the Fiend paſs d through, 

Sin opening, who thus now ro Death began. 
O Son, why fit we here each other viewing 

Idlely, while Satan our great Author thrives 

In other Worlds, and happier Seat provides 

For us bis ofspring deare ? It cannot be 

But that ſucceſs attends him; if miſhap, 

Ere this he had return d, with fury driv'n 

By his Avengers, lince no place like this 

Can fit bis pumſhment, or their revenge. 

Methinks I feel new ſtrength within me riſe, 

Wings growing, and Dominion giv'n me large 

Beyond this Deep; . whatever drawes me on, 

Or ſympathie, or ſom connatural force 

Powerful at greateſt diſtance tounire 

With ſecret amity things of like kinde 

By ſecreteſt conveyance. Thou my Shade 

Inſeparable muſt wich mee along: | 

For Death from Sin no power can ſeparate, 

But leaſt the diſficultie of paſſing back 
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duy his return perhaps over this Gulſe 
Impaſſable, Impervious, let us try 
Adventrous work, yet to thy power and mine 
Not unagreeable, to found a path 
Over this Maine from Hell tothat new World 
Where Satan now prevailes, a Monument 
Of merit high to all th infernal Hoſt; 
Eaſing thir paſſage hence, for intercourſe, 
Or tranſmigration, as thir lot ſhall lead. 
Nor can I miſs the way, ſo ſtrongly drawn 
By. this new felt attraction and mln. | 
- Whom thus the meager Shadow anſwerd ſoon: 
Coe whither Fate and inclination ſtrong. 
- [Leads thee, I ſhall not lag behinde nor erre 
| The way, thou leading, ſuch a ſent I draw 
Of carnage, prey innumerable, and taſte 
[Theſavour of Death from all things there that live: 
Nor ſhall I to the work thou enterpriſeſt | 
le wanting, but afford thee equal aid, 
So ſaying, with delight he ſnuff d the ſmell 
Of mortal change on Earth. As whena flock 
Of ravenous Fowl, wu many a League remote; 
Againſt the day of Battel, to a Field, 
e Armies lie encampt, come flying, lur'd 
With ſent of living Carcaſſes deſign d 
For death, the following day, in bloodie fight. 
P . ſented the grim Feature, and upturn d 
A Noftril wide into the murkie Air, 
P gecious of his Quarry from ſo farr. 
Iden Both from out Hell Gates into the waſte 
ide Anarchie of Chaos damp and dark 
ew divers, and with Power 4 thir Power was great) 
Peering upon the Waters; what they met 
-pud or ſlimie, as in raging Sea 
ay | | § 2 


Toft 
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Toſt up and down, together crowded drove N 
From each (ide ſhoaling towards the mouth of Hell. 
As vrhen two Polar Winds blowing adyerſe 
Uponthe Cronian Sea, together drive 055 
Mountains of Ice, that ſtop th imagin d way it 
Beyond Petſora Eaſtward, to the rich 0 
Cathaian Coaſt. The aggregated Soyle 0 
Death with his Mace petrific, cold and dry, | 
As with a Trident ſmote, and 6x't as firm 

As Delos floating once; the reſt his look 

Bound with Gorgoman rigor not to move, 

And with Aſphaltic lime ; broad as the Gate, 
Deep to the Roots of Hell the gathet'd beach 

They faſten'd, and rhe Mole immenſe wraught on 
Over the foaming deep high Archt, a Bridge 

Of length prodigious joyning ro the Wall 
Immovable of this now fenceleſs world 

Forfeit to Death; from hence a paſſage broad, 
Smooth, eaſie, inoffenſive down to Hell. 

So, if great things to ſmall may be compar d, 
Xerxes, the Libertie of Greece to yoke, 

From Suſa his Ademnonian Palace high 

Came to the Sea, and over Helleſpont 

Bridging his way. Europe with Aſia joy n d, 

And ſcourg d with many a ſtroak th 2 waves. 
Now had they brought the work by wondrous Art | 
Pontifical, a ae pendent Rock 6 


— 
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Over the vext Abyſs, following the track b. 
Of Satan, to the ſelf ſame place where hee 4. 
Firſt lighted from bis Wing, and landed ſaſe 
From out of Chaos to the om lide bare 
Of chis rourd World: with Pinns of Adamant 
And Chains they made all faſt, tbo faſt they made 
And durable; and now im little ſpaaee 


I 


U. 
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' | The confines met of Empyrean Heay'n 
And of this World, and on the left hand Hell 
Wich long reach interpos'd; three ſev ral way es 


nn ſight, to each of theſe three places led. 
und. no thir way to Earth they had deſcri d, 
To paradiſe firſt tending, when behold 

OF Satan in likeneſs of an Angel bright 

| Betwixtthe Contaureand the Scorpion {tearing 


His Zenith, while the Sun in Aries roſe : 
Diſguis'd he came, but thoſe his Children dear 


Thir parent ſoon diſcern d, though in diſguiſe. * 


Hee after Eve ſeduc't, unminded ſlunk 
Into the Wood faſt by, and changing ape 
To obſerve the ſequel; ſaw his nat 
By Eve, though all unweeting, ſeconded 1 
Upon her Husband, ſaw thir ſname that ſought 
Vain covertures; but when be ſaw deſcend 
The Son of God to judge them terrifidd | 
Hee fled, not hoping to eſcape, but hun 
The preſent, fearing guiltie what his wrauth 
Might ſuddenly inf E, that paſt, return d 


By Night, and liſtening where the hapleſs Paire 


Sate in thir ſad diſcourſe, and various plaint, 


Thence gat herd his own doom, which underſtood 


Not inſtant, but of future time. With joy 
And ridings fraught, to Hell he now return d, 


4 And at the brink of Chaos, neer the foot 
Of this new wondrous Pontifice, unhop't 


4 1 


Met who to meet him came, his Ofspring dear. 
Oreat joy was at thir meeting, and at ſiglit 
Of — ſtupendious Bridge his joy encreas d. 
Long hee admiring ſtood, till Sin, his faire 
Inchanting Daughter, thus the.ſilence broke. 


1 2 Parent, theſe are thy magninc deeds, 
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Thy Trophies, which thou view'ſ as not thine own, 
Thou art thir Author and prime Architect: 

For I no ſooner in my Heart divin d, 

My Heart, which by a ſecret harmonie 

Still moves with thine, join d in connexion ſweet, 
That thou on Earth hadſt proſper d, which thy looky 
Now alſo evidence; but ſtraight 1 felt 

Though diſtant from thee Worlds between, yet 1. 
That I muſt after thee with this thy Son 

Such fatal conſequence unites us three: 

Hell could no longer hold us in her bounds, 

Nor this unvoyageable Gulf obfcure 

Detain from thy illuſtrious. track. } 
Thou haſt archlev'd our liberte, confin'd ,_ QT 
Within Hell Gatestill now tho us impow rd \ 
To fortife thus farr, and overlay | 
With this pottentons Brid : che dark Abyſs. 

Thine now is all this World; thy vertue hath won 
What thy hands builded — Wiſdom gain d 
With odds what Warr hath loſt, and fully zvengd 
Our foile in Heay' nʒ here thou ſhalt Monarch reign, 
There didſt not; there let him ſtill Victor ſway, 

As Battel hath adjudg' d. from this new World 
Retiring, by his own doom alienated, 

And henceforth Monarchie with thee divide 

Of all things parted by th Empyreal bounds, 

His Quadrature, from thy Orbicular World, 

Or trie thee now more dang'rous to bis Throne. 


Whom thus the Prince of Darkneſs anſwerd glad, | - 


Fair Daughter, and thou Son and Grandchild both. 


High pa rroof ye now bavegiv'ato be the Race 
Of Su ( for 1 glorie in the name, 


Antagoniſt of Heay'ns Almighzic King ) 
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Amply have merited of me, of all 

Th' infernal Empire, that ſo neex Heav'ns dore 
Triumphal with triumphal act have met, 

Mine wit h this glorious Work, and made one Realm 
Hell and this World, one Realm, one Continent | 
Of eaſie thorough- fare. Therefore while I 

Deſcend through Darkneſs, on your Rode with ęaſe 
To my aſſociate Powers, them to acquaint = 


With theſe ſucceſſes, and with them rejoyce, 


You two this way, among theſe numerous Orhs 
All yours, right down to Paradiſe deſcend ; 
There dwell and Reign in bliſs, hence on the Earth 
Dominion exerciſe and in the Aire, 

Chiefly on Man, ſole Lord of all declar d, 

Him firſt make ſure your thrall, and laſtly kill. 

My Subſtitutes I ſend ye, and Create 

Plenipoteat on Earth, of matchleſs might . 
Iſuing from mee: on your joynt vigor now 

My hold of this new Kingdom all depends, 
Through Sin to Death expos'd. by my exploit. 


If your joynt power prevailes, th affaires of Hell 


No detriment need feare, goe and be ang. | 
So ſaying he diſmiſs'd them, they with ſpeed 
Thir courſe through thickeſt Conſtellations held 


+ Spreading thir bane ; the blaſted Starrs lookt wan, 


And Planets, Planet- ſtrook, xeal Eclips 


ben ſufferd. ,Th' other way Satan went down 
be Cauſey to Hell Gate; on either ſide 
| Diſparted Chaos over built exclaim i, 
And with rebounding ſurge the barrs aſſaild, 
|. That ſcorn'd his indignation: 4hrough the Gate, 
A 
And all about found deſolate; for thoſe 
| *&ppointed to ſit there, bad left thir charge, 


Wide open and unguarded, Satan paſe d, 


S 4 - Flown 
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Flown to the uppex World, thereſt wereall 

Farr to the inland retir'd, about the walls 

Of Pandemonium, Citie and proud ſeate ( 

Of Lucifer, ſo-by alluſion cad. 

Of that bright Starr to Satan paragond. | 

There kept thir Watch the Legions, while the Grabd 

In Council ſate, ſollicitous what chance 

Might intercept thir Emperour ſent, ſo hee 

Departing gave command, and they obſerv d. 

As when 1 Tartar from his Ruſſian Foe 

By Aſtracan over the Snowie Plaines 

Retites, or Bactrian Sophi from the hornes 

Of T os ſh Creſcent, leaves all waſte 77 re 

The Realm of Aladule, in his retreate 

To T atiris or Casbren; So theſe the late 

Heay'n-baniſht Hoſt, left deſert utmoſt Hell 

Many adark League; reduc't in careful Watch 

Round thir Metropolis, and now expectin 

Each hour their great adventurer from! ihe fearch 
Of Forrein Worlds: he through the midſt unmarkt, 
In'fiew Plebeian Angel militant' 

- of loweſt order, paſt z and from the dore 

Of that Plutonian Hall, inviſible | 

Aſcended his bigh Throne, which under ſtate 

Of richeſt texture ſpred, at th upper ene 

Was plac't in regal luſtre. Down a while 

He fate, and round ab6ar him ſaw unſeeti : 

At laſt as from a Cloud his fulgent head 

And ſhape Starr bright appeer'd, or brighter, clad 

With what permiſſive glory lince his fall 

Was left him, or falſe glitter: All amaꝝ d 

At that ſo ſudden blaze the Stygian throng 

Bent thir aſpect, and whom they wiſh'& beheld, 

Thix mighty Chief rergrad loud Was th acclaime\ 
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Forth ruſh'd in haſte the great conſulting Peers, 
Rais'd from thir Dark Divan, and with like joy 
Congratulant approach d him, who with hand 


Silence, and with theſe words attention won. 


Thrones, Domination, Princedoms, Vertues, Powers; 
For in poſſeſſion ſuch, not onely of igt. 
Icall ye and declare ye now, returnd: | 8 
Succeſsful beyond hope, to lead ye forth 
Triumphant out of this infernal Pit 
Abominable, accurſt, the houſe of woe, 

And Dungeon of our Tyrant: Now poſſeſs, 

As Lords, a ſpacious World, to our native Heaven 
Little inferiour, by my adventure hard 

With peril great atchiev d. Long were to tell 
What I have don, what ſufferd, with what paine 
Voyag d th unreal vaſt, unbounded deep T 
Of horrible confuſion, over which 

By Sin and Death a broad way now is pay d 

To expedite your glorious march; but I Ty 
Toild out my uncouth paſſage, forcit to ride (3 
Th' untractable Abyſſe, plung d in the womb [1 
Of unoriginal Night and Chaos wilde, 
Thgr:jealous of thir ſecrets fiercely oppos'd 
My journey ſtrange; with clamorousuproare 
Proteſting Fate ſupreame; thence how I found 

The new created World, which fame in He n 
Long had forerold, 4 Fabrick wonderful 

Of ahfol ute perfection, therein Man 

Plac't ina Paradiſe, by our exile 


' Made.happie : Him by fraud I have ſeduc'd 
From his Creator, and the mare to increaſe 
. Your wonder, with an Apple; he thereat 
Offended, worth your laughter, bath giv n u 
Both his beloved Man and all his World, + 


To 
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To Sin and Death a prey, and fo.to us, 
Without our hazard, labour, or allarme, 
To range in, and to dwell, and over Man 
To rule, as over all he ſhould have rul d. ＋ 1 
True is, mee alſo. he hath judg d, or rather N 
Mee not, but the brute Serpent in whoſe ſhape e 
Man I deceav d: that which to mee belongs, 
Is enmity, which he will put between 
Mee and Mankinde; I am to bruiſe his heel; 
His Seed, when is not ſer, ſhall bruiſe my head: 
A World who would not purchaſe with à bruiſe, 
Or much more grievous pain? Ye have th account 
Of my performance: What remains, ye Gods, 
But up and enter now into full bliſs. 

So having ſaid, a while he ſtood, expecting 
Thir univerſal out and high applauſe | 
Io fill his eare, when contrary be hears 40 

On all ſides, from innumerable iongues 2 232 Wh 
A diſmal univecſal hiſs, the found 3.0T 
Of public ſcorn; he wondend; hut not Jong } 
Had leafure, ndring at himſdlf now more,; 
His Viſage drawn he felt to ſharp and ſpare, 
His Armes elung to his Ribs, bisLeggs entwining 
Each other, till ſupplanted down he tell 
A monſtrous Serpent on his Belly prone, 
Reluctant, but in vaine, a greater power 
Now rul'd him, puniſhc'in che iſhape he ſin d. 
According to his doom: he would have ſpoke, 
But kiſs for hiſs returnd with for.ked tongue 
To forked tongue, for now were all transform d 
Alike, to Serpents all as acceſſories 
To his bold Riot: dreadful was the din 
Of hitling through the Hall, thick ſwarming now / 
With complicated monſters head and taile, | 
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Scorpion and Aſp, and Amphabana dire, 
Ceraſtes hornd, s, and Elops drear, 
And Dipſas ( not ſo thick ſwarm d once the Soil! 
Bedropt with blood of Gorgos, or the Iſle 1 
Ophiaſa) but ſtill greateſt hee the midſt, BIG 
Now Dragon grown, larger then whom the Sun 
Ingenderd in the Pyrhian Vale on ſlime, 
Huge Python, and his Power no leſs he ſeem'd 
Above the reſt ſtill to retain; they all 
Him follow'd "_—_ forth to ch open Field, 
Where all yet left of that revolted Rout 
Heay'n-fall'n, in ſtation ſtood or jalt array, 
Sublime with expectation when to fee 
In Triumph iſſuing forth thir glorious Chief; 
They ſaw, but other fight inſtead, a crowd 
Of ugly Serpruts; horror onthem fell, 
And horrid ſympathie; for what they ſa w. 
They felt themſelvs.now changing; down thir arms, 
Down fell both Spear and Shield; down they as faſt, 
And the dire hiſs renew d, and che dire ſorm 
Catcht by Contagion, like in puniſſument, FT 
As in thir crime. Thus was t applauſe they meant, 
Turnd to exploding hiſs, rriumphad ſhame 
Caſt on themſelves from thir'own-mouths, There ſtood 
A Grove hard by, ſprung up with: this thir change, 
His will who reigus above, to aggravate 8 

Thir penance, laden with Fruit like that 
Which grew in Paradiſe, the hait of Eve 
us d by che Tempter: on that proſpect ſtrange 

Thir earneſt eyesrhey fix d, imagining 
For one forbidden Tree a multitude 
Now ris n, to work them furder woe or ſhame; 
Yer parcht with ſcalding thurſt and hunger fierce, 
Ibough to delude them ſent, could not abſtain, 


But 
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But on thy rould im heaps, and up the Trees 


Climbing, ſatthicker then the ſnakie locks 

That curid Megara: greedily they pluck d 

The Frutage fair to ſight, like that which grew 
Neer that bituminous Lake where Sodom fſam d; 
This more deluſive, not the touch / but taſte 
Deceav d; they fondly thinking to alla 
Thir appetite with guſt;.inftead of Fruit 
Chewd bitter Aſnies, ich th offended taſte 
With ſpattering noiſe ve jected: ꝑft they aſſayd, 
Hunger and thirſt conſtraining,drugd as oft, 
With hatefulleſt difre liſſi writ hid thir jaws - 

With ſoot and tinders fill d. ſooft they fell ; 
Into the fame illufion;;yor as Man ( plagud 
Whom they triumphid once lapit: Thus were they 
And worn with Famim dong and cxaſleſs biſs, 0 
Till "rn Form gc —— / 
Yearly enjoyndz famefay; torundergo.:. 

This 5 bumdlin 2 days, 
"Todaſh thir pride 2and joy for Man ſeduc t. 
However ſome vfuditipn they diſpęro d 

A658 the Heathen of thir purchaſe got, 

And Fabl d how the Serpent, whom they calld 


Ophien with Ewymane, the wide- 14.5 


Eherdaching Bye płuha ps, had firſt the rule 
Of high Oly»pus,'thence by Sdrurn drivn - 


And Ops, ere yer Ditean Joue was born. 1 


Mean while ia Faradiſe the helliſſi pair 5 
Too ſoon artis d, Sin there in power before, 
Once actual, not in body, and to dwell licht 
Habitual habitamʒ behind her Daath | 
Cloſe following pace for pace, not mounted yet 
On his pale Horſe: ta whom Sin thus began. 

_ Second of Satan fprung, all conquering Denne 
12 U : wW 
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| Kept in that State; had not the folly of Man 
Let in theſe waſtful Furies, who impute 

Folly to mee, ſo doth the Prince of Hell 
And his Adherents; that with ſo much eaſe 
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what thinkſt thou of our Empire: now, though earhd” 
With travail difficult; not better farr 1 | - 
Then til at Hels dark threſhold to have fate 


Unnam d, undreaded, and thy ſelf half ſtarv dd 2 10 


Whom thus the Sin- born Monſtet anfwerd ſoon; * 
To mee, who witheternal Famin pine, RO V's 
Alike is Hell, or Paradiſe; or Heaven, Au 0 
There beſt, where moſt with ravin I'may meet: 
Which here, though plenteous, all too little fcems 0 
To ſtuff this Maw, this vaſt unhide-bound Corps. | 

To whom th inceſtuous Mother thus repli d. 

Thou therefore on theſe Herbs, and Fruits; and Flours' 
Feed firſt, on each Beaſt next, and Fiſh, and Fowks 1 
No homely morſels, and whatever thin * 
The Sithe of Time mowes down, devour unſpar d., wy 
Till I in Man reſiding through the Race, 


His thoughts, his looks, words, actions all ict, | 


And ſeaſon him thy laſt and ſweeteſt prey. * 
This ſaid, they both betook them ſeveral , 

Both to deſtroy; or unimmortal make 

All kinds, and for deſtruction to mature 1 

Sooner or later; which th Almightie ſeeing, -*- * 

From his tranſcendent Seat the Saints among, 


To thoſe bright Orders utterd thus his voice. 


See with what heat theſe Dogs of Hell advance 
To waſte and havoc · yonder World, which! 
So fair and good exeated, and had till 


— 


I ſuffer them to enter and poſſeſs 8 


A place fo heav'nly, and conniving ſeem 
To gratiſie my ſcornful Enemies, 
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T u if tranſpotted with ſome fit 

Or ela ntl 

At random yielded up to their miſrule ; 

And know not that I call d and drem them thicher 

My Hell-bognds, to lick up the draff and filth 
Which mans po — — with taint hath ſhed 
On what was pure, till cramm'd and gorgd,ngh burſt 
With ſuckt and glutted offal, at one {ling 

Of thy victorious Arm, well-pleaſing Son, 

Both Sin, aud Death,'and yawning Grave at laſt 
Through Chaos burld, ohſtruct the mouth of Hell 
For ever, and ſeal up bis ravenous Jawes. 


Then Heav'n and Earth renemd ſhall be made pure 


To ſanctitie that ſhall receive. no ſtainee 
Till then the Curſe pronounc t on both precedes. 

He ended, and the heav'nly Audience loud 
Sung Hallelxia, as the ſound of Seas, 
Through multitude that ſung: Juſt are thy ways, 
2 are thy Decrees on all thy Works; 
Who can extenuate thee ? Next, to the Son, 
Deſtin'd reſtorer of Mankind, by whom 
New Heay'n and Earth ſhall to the Apes riſe, 
Or down from Heay'n deſcend. Such was thir ſong, © 
While the Creator calling forth by name 
His mightie Angels gave them ſeveral charge, 
As ſorted belt with preſent things. The Sun 
Had firſt his precept fo to move, ſo ſhine, 
As might affect the Earth with celd and heat 
Scarce tollerable, and from the North to call 5 
Decrepit Winter, from the South to bring j 
Solſtitial ſummers heat. To the blanc. Moone 
Her office they preſcrib'd, to th other five 
Thir planetaric motions and aſpects 
In Sextile, Square, and Trine, and Oppoſite; 
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Of noxious efficacie, and when to joyne 

In Synod unbenigne, and taught the fixt 

"| Thir influence malignant when to ſhowre, 
Which of them riſing with the Sun, or falling, 1 
Should prove tempeffuous: To the Winds they ſe 

| Thir corners, when with bluſter to confound 
Sea, Aire, and Shoar, the Thunder when torowle 
With terror through the dark Aereal Hall. 

Some ſay he bid his Angels turne aſcanſe 

The Poles of Earth twice ten wi labour pl more 
From the Suns Axle; they with 

Oblique the Centric Mow ha Som fay 
Was bid turn Reines from th' 2 — 
Like diſtant breadth to Taurus with the Seav n 
Alanrick Siſters, and the Sparten Twins 


+ | Upto the Tropic Crab; thence down amaine 
II Leo my e Virgin and the Scaler, 

As deep as e, to bring in change. 

of Sefonsr to each Clime; elſe had the Spring 


perpetual ſmil'd on Earth Lich vernant Flours, 
Equal in Days and Nights, to choſe 
Beyond the Polar Circles; to them Day 

Had unbenighted ſhon, while the low Sun 

To recompence his diſtance, in thir ſight 
Had rounded ſtill th Horizon, and not known 
Or Eaſt or Weſt, which had forbid the Snow 
. From cold E floriland, and South as Farr 


Beneath A At that taſted Fruit 
Ide Sun, as om T byeſtean Banquet, turn d 


Hs courſe intended; elſe how bad the Worlg, 
I Jnbabired, though ſioleſs, more then now, 

| Avoided pinching cold and — beate? 

* | Theſechangesin the Heav'ns, rhough flow, produce d 

; he change on Sea and Land, dera blaſt, 


Vapour, 
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Vapour, and Milt, and Exhalation hot, | } 
Corrupt and Peſtilent: Now from: the North. - | 
Of Norumbega, and the Samoed ſhoar 
Burſting thir brazen Dungeon, arnid with ce 
And ſnow and haile and ſtormĩe guſt and flaw, , - 
Boreas and Cæci and Argeſtes loud 
And Thraſcias rend the Woods and Seas upturn; 
With adverſe blaſt up-rurns them from the South 7 
Notus and Afer black with thundrous Clouds | 
From Serrakiima; thwart of theſe as hetce 
Forth ruſn the Levan and the Ponent Windes | 
Eurus and with thir lateral noiſe, , 
Sirocco, and. Libecchio,, Thus began | 
Outrage from liyeleſs things; but Diſcord firſt 
Daughter of Sin, among th irrational, 
Death intraduc'd through fierce antipathie: 
Beaſt now with Beaſt gan war, and Fowle with Fowl 
And Fiſh with Fiſh to graze the Herb all leaving, 
Devourd each other; nor ſtood much in a1ũWwe 
Of Man, but fied him; or with count nance grim 
Glar'd on him paſſing: theſe were from without 
The growing — which Adam ſaw 1 
Alreadie in part, though hid in gloomieſt ſhade, 
To ſorrow abandond, hut worſe felt within, 
And in a troubl d Sea of paſſion toſt, 
Thus to disburd'n ſought — ſad complaint. 
O miſerable of happie ! is this the end 
Of this new glorious World, and mee fo late { 
The Glory of that Glory, who now becom 
Accurſt , bleſſed, hide me from the face 
Of God, whom to behold was then my highly 
Of happineſs ;- yer well, if here would end 
The miſerie, I deſery'd it, and would beare 
*. own ya deſeryings; I but this will nor ſerve; 5 
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All chat I eat or drink, or ſhall beget, ä 
| | propagated curſe. O voice once heard 
' | Delightfully, Encreaſe and multiply, 
No death to heare ! for what can I encreaſe 
or multiplie, but curſes on my head ? 
' | Who of all Ages to ſucceed, but feeling 

; | Theevil on him brought by me, will curſe 
« | My Head, Ill fare our Anceſtor impure, 2 
For this we may thank Adam; hut his thanks 
Shall be the execration; ſo beſides 
Mine own that bide upon me, all from mee 
} | Shall with a fierce reflux on mee redound, 
Ion mee as on thir natural center light 2 
| Heavie, though in' thir place. O fleeting joyes 
Of Paradiſe, deare bought with laſting woes 

{ | Did I requeſt thee, Maker, from my Clay 
id | To mould me Man, did J ſollicite thee 
From darkneſs to promote me, or here place 

un this delicious Garden? as my Will 
Concurd not to my being, it were but right 
. | And equal to reduce me to my duſt, 
* | Deſirousto reſigne, and render back 
Al] I receav'd, unable to performe 
Thy terms too hard, by which I was to hold 
be good I ſought not. To the loſs of chat, 
*] Sufficient penaltie, why haſt thou added 
"| The ſenſe of endleſs woes? inexplicable 
Thy Juſtice ſetms ; yet to ſay truth, too late, 
T ] Ithos conteſt; then ſhould have been refuſd. 
|| Thoſe terms whatever, when they were propos d: 
I Thou didft accept them; wilt thou enjoy the good, 
74 Then ravil the conditions ? and though God. 
Made thee without thy leave, what if thy Son 
af prove diſobedient, and reproy'd, retort, | 

' T | Wheres 
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Wouldſt thou admit for his contempt of thee 
That proud excuſe? yet bim not thy election, 
But Natural neceſſity. begot. 


Book * 


Wherefore didſt tho beget me ? I ſought it not 


6 


1 


God made thee of choice his own, and of his own | 


To ſerve bim, thy reward was of his grace, 
Thy puniſhment then juſtly is at his Will. 

Be it fo, for I ſubmit, his doom is fair, 

That duſt I am, and ſhall to duſt returne : 

O welcom hour whenever! why delayes 

_ His hand to execute what his Decree 

Fixd on this day? why do J oyexlive, 

Why am I mockt with death, and length nd out 
To deathleſs pain ? how gladly would 1 meer 
Mortalit ie my ſentence, and be Earth | 
Inſenſible, how glad would lay me down 

As in my Mothers lap ? there I ſhould reſt 
And ſleep ſecure ; his dreadful voice no more 
Would Thunder in my ears, no fear of worſe 
To mee and to my bf5pring would torment me 
With cruel expeRarion. Yer one doubt 
Purſues me till, leaft all I cannot die, 

Leaſt that pure breath of Life, the Spirit of Man 
Which God inſpir d, cannot together periſh 
With this corporeal Clod; then in the Grave, 
Or in ſome other diſmal place Who knows 
But I ſhal) die a living Death? O thought 
Horrid, if true! yet why? it was but breath 
Of Life that ſinn d; what dies but what had life 
And ſin? the Bodie properly bath nexher. 

All of me then ſhall die: let this appeaſe 


The doubt. ſince humane reach no further knpws- | 


For though the Lord of all be infinite, 
Is his wrauth alſo? be it, man is not ſo, 


. 
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nt mortal doom d. How can he exerciſe 
Wrath without end on Man whom Death muſt end t 
can be make deathleſs Death? that were to make 
| Strange contradiction, which to God himſelf 
poilible is held, as Argument 3 
Of weakneſs, not of Power. Will he, draw out, 
For angers ſake, finite to infinite 
Jn puniſh man, to ſatisfie his rigour 
' { $atisfi'd never; that were to extend > þ 
His Sentence beyond duſt and Natures Law, 

* | By which all Cauſes elſe according till 
* | To the reception of thir matter act, | 
Not to th extent of thir own Spheare. But ſay 
' | That Death be not one ſtroak, as I ſuppos d, 
] Bereaving ſenſe, but endleſs gy | 
» | From this day onward, whith I feel begun 
both in me, and without me, and fo laſt 
Io perpetuitie; Ay me, that fear | 

x 3 — with dreadful revolution 
Jon my defenſleſs head; both Death and I 
+ | Am found Eternal, and incorporate both, 
Nor Lon my part ſingle, in mee all 
I | Poſteritie ſtands curſt : Fair Patrimonie . 

I That I muſt leave ye, Sons; O were I able 

f & waſte it all my ſelf, and leave ye none! 
diſinherited bow would ye bleſs _ vr 
ue now your curſe Ah, why ſhould all mankind 
or one mans fault thus guilt leſs be condemn'd, 
II guiltleſs ? But from me what can proceed, - 

But all corrupt, both Mind and Will deprav'd, . 
1 to do onely, but to will the ſame 

Wich me? how can they then acquitted ſtand 

I ſight of God? Him after all Diſputes 
1 Forc't Iabſolve: all my evaſions vain, PORT 
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And reaſonings, though through Maxes, lead me til 
But tomy own conviction: firſt and laſt. 


On mee, mee onely, as the ſourſe and ſpring | 4 


Ofall corruption, all the blame lights due; | 
So might the wrauth, Fond wiſh ! couldlt thou ſup 
That burden heavier then the Earth to bear (port 
Then all the World much heavier, though divided 
With that bad Woman ? Thus what thoudelirſt-/ 
And what thou fearſt, alike deſtroyes all hope 
Of refuge, and concludes thee miſerable - 
Beyond alf paſt example and future, 
To Satan only like. both crime and doom. 
O Conſcience, into what Abyſs of fears 
And horrors haſt thou driv'n me; out of which 
I find no way, from deep ro deeper plung d! 
Thus Adam to bimſelE lamęnted loud 
Through the ſtill Night, not now, as ere man fell, 
Wholtom and cool, and mild, but wilh black Ait 1 
Accompanied, wich damps and dreadful gloom, 
Which to his evil Conſcience repreſentel 
All things with double terror; On the Ground 
Outſtreteht᷑ he lay, on ihe rold ground, and oof 
Curs'd his Creation, Death as oft accus d | 
Of tardie execution, fince denounc't1; | - :; 
The day of his affence. Why comes riot Death; 
Said hee, with one thrice acceptable ſtroke 
To erd me > Shall Truth fail to keep her word, 
Juftice Divine not haſt n to be juſt? | 
Bur Death comes not at call, Juſtice Divine | 
Mends not her flowelt pace for prayers or cries. | 
O Woeds, O Fountains, Hillocks, Dales and Born 
ich other ech late 1 taugbt your Shades L 
To anſu e-, and reſound farr other Song. 
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| | Deſolate where ſhe ſate, approaching nigh, 


Soft words to his fierce paſſion ſhe aſſiy d: 


| But her with ſtern regard he thus repell d. 


Out of my ſight, thou Serpent, that name beſt 
Befirs thee with him leagu d, thy ſelf as falſe 
And hateful; nothing wants, but that thy ſhape, 


« | Like his, and colour erpentine may ſhew 


Thy inward fraud, to warn all Creatures from thee” - 
Henceforth; leaſt that too heav'aly form, pretended. , 


Io belliſh falſhood, ſnare them. But for thee 


Thad perſiſted happie, had not thy pride 

And wandring vanitie, when leſt wasſafe, _, _.} 
RejeRed my N and diſdain d 

Not to be truſted, longing io be ſeen 


Though by the Devil himſelf, him overweening 
: | Toover-reach, but with the Serpent meeting 


fool d and beguil d, by him thou, I by thee, 
Io truſt thee from my ſide, imagin d wiſe, 


1 Nurbances on Earth through Femal ſnares, 


Conſtant, mature, proof againſt all aſſaults, 
And underſtood not all was. but a ſhew 


luther then ſolid vertu, all but a Rib 


Crooked by nature, bent, as now appears, 
More to the part ſiniſter from me drawn, 
Well if thrown out, as ſupernumerarie 


Tomy jus number found. O why did God, 


Creator wiſe, that peopl'd higheſt Heavn 
With Spirits Maſculine, creare at laſt 
This noveltie on Earth, this fair defect 


of Nature, and not fill the World at once 
| With Men as Angels without Feminine, 


Or find ſome other way to generate 


Mankind ? this miſchief had not then befall'n, 


And more that ſhall befall, innumerable 


1 And 


And ſtraight con jnnction with this Sex: for either 
He never ſhall find out fit Mate, but fuch 
As ſome misfortune brings him, or miſtake, 

Or whom he wiſhes moſt ſhall ſeldom gain 
Through her perverſneſs, but ſhall ſee her gaind 
By a farr worſe, or if ſhe love, withheld 

By Parents, or his happieſt choice too late 
Shall meet, alreadie linkt and Wedlock-bound 
To a fell Adverſarie, his hate or ſhame: 

W hich infinite calamitie ſhall cauſe | 
To Humane life, and houſhold peace confound. 


Not ſo repulſt, with Tears that ceas'd not 

And treſſes all diſorderd, at his feet 

Fell humble, and imbracing them, beſaught 
His peace, and thus proceeded in her plaint. 
Forſake me not thus, Adam, witneſs Heav'n 
What love lincere, and reyerence in my heart 

I beare thee, and unweeting have offended, 
Unhappilie deceav'd; thy ſuppliant 

I beg, and claſp i” knees; bereave me not, 
WhereonT live, thy gentle looks, thy aid, 
Thy counſel in this uitermoſt diſtreſs, 

My onely ſtrength and ſtay : forlorn of thee, 
W hither ſhall I betake me, where ſubſiſt? 
While yet we live, ſcarſe one ſhort hour perhaps, 
Between us two let there be peace, both joyniog, 
As joyn'd in injuries, one enmitie 1 
Againſt a Foe by doom expreſs aſſign d us, 
That cruel Serpent: On me exerciſe not 
Thy hatred for this miſerie befall'n, 

On me alreadie loſt, mee then thy ſelf 
More miſerable ; both have ſin d, but thou 
Againſt God onely, 1 againſt God and thee, 


He added not, and from her turn d, but For m_ | | 
lowing, 
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And to the place of judgment will return, 

trbere with my cries importune Heaven, that al! 

-| The ſentence from thy head remoy'd may lig. 

On me, ſole cauſe to thee of all this woe, | 

Mee mee onely juſt object of his ire. 

| She ended weeping, and her lowlie plight, 
Immoveable till peace obtain'd from fault 

| Acknowledg'd and deplor'd, in Adem wrauglt 
Commiſeration; ſoon his heart relemed .. + ,.;' ;/ 

Towards her, bis life ſo late and ſole delight, - inal - - 

\ | Now at his feet ſubmiſſive in diſtreſs, IT 

"| Creature fo faire his reconcilement ſeeking, . .: 

Ii counſel whom ſhe had diſpleas d, his aide 

Is one diſarm d, his anger all he loſt, 

And thus with peaceful words uprais d her ſoon, ; 

Unwarie, and too delirous, as before | 

o now of what thou knowſt not, who delir'l 

The puniſhment all on thy ſelf; alas, 

Beare thine own firſt, ill able to ſuſtaine 

8 | His full wrauth whoſe thou feelſt as yet leſt parc. 

And my diſpleaſure bearſt ſo ill. If Prayers 

Could alter high Decrees, Ito that place | 

Would ſpeed before thee, and be louder heard, 
That on my head all might be diſited, | 

{| Thy frailtie and infirmer Sex forgiv'n, 

Io me committed and by me expos d. 

But riſe, let us no more contend, nor blame 

Each other, blam d enough elſewhere; but ſtriy< 

In offices of Love, how we may light'n 

Ech others burden in our ſhare of woe; 

*v] Since this days Death denounc', if oughtT fee, 

Will prove no ſudden, but a flow-pac't evill, 

Along days dying to augment our paine, 

s our Seed ( O hapleſs Seed ! )deriv'd, 
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To whom thus Eve, recovering heart, rgplid. 
Adam, by fad experiment I Rn x 
How little weight my words with thee can finde, 
Found fo erroneous, thence by juſt event 
Found ſo unfortunate; nevertheleſs, 

Reſtor'd by thee, vile as I am, td place 
Of new acceptance, hopeful to regaine 
Thy Love, the ſole contentment of my heart 
Living or dying, from thee I will not hide 
What thoughts in my unquiet breſt are ris n, 
Tending to ſome relief of our extremes, 
Or end, though ſharp and ſad, yet tolerable, 
As in our evils; and of eaſier choice. 
If care oſ our deſcent perplex us moſt, 
Which muſt be born to certain woe, devourd 
By Death at laſt, and miſerable it is 
To be to others cauſe of miſery, 
Our own begotten, and of our Loines to bring 
Into this curſed World a woful Race,  _ 
That after wretched Life muſt be at laſt 
Food for fo foule a Monſter, in thy power 
It lies, yet ere Conception to prevent 
The Race unbleſt, to being yet unbegot. 
Childlefs thou art, Childleſs remaine ; 
So Death ſhall be deceav'd his glut, and with us two 
Be forc'd to ſatisfie his Rav nous Maw. 
But if thou judge ir hard and difficult, 
Fenn Thug looking, loving, to abſtain 

rom Loves due Rites, Nuptial imbraces ſweet, 
And with delire to languiſh without hope, 
Before the preſent object languiſhing 
With like deſire, which would be meſerie 
And torment leſs then none of what we dread, 


2 80 Paradiſe Loſt, Book X. g 


44 
Then: * 
2 1 — 

x i. 
” whe + "Sg 
bd 


Book X. Paradiſe Loſt, 281 
Then both our ſelves and Seed at once to free 
From what we fear for both, let us make ſhort, 
Let us ſeek Death, or he not found, ſupply 

With our own hands his Office on our ſelves; 
Why ſtand we longer ſhivering under feares, 
That ſhew no end but Death, and have the power, 
Of many ways to die the ſhorteſt chooling, 
Deſtruction with deſtruction to deſtroy. 

She ended heer, or vehement deſpaire 

Broke off the reſt; ſo much of Death her thoughts 
Had entertaind, as di'd hex Cheeks with pale. 

But Adam with ſuch counſel nothing ſway'd, 

To better hopes his more atrentive minde 

Labouring had rais'd, and thus to Eve repli d. 

Eve, thy contempt of life-and pleaſure ſeems 

To argue in thee ſomthing more ſublime 

And excellent then what thy minde contemnes ; 

But ſelf·deſtruction therefore ſaught, refutes 

That excellence thought in thee, and implies, | 

Not thy contempt, but anguiſh and regret 

For lol. of life and pleaſure over low d. 

Or if thou covet death, as utmoſt end 

Of miſerie, ſo thinking to evade | 

The penaltie pronounc't, doubt not but God 

Hath wiſelier arm d his vengeful ire then fo 

To be foreſtall'd; much more I fear leaſt Death 

So ſnatcht will not exempt us from the paine 

We ark hy doom to pay; rather ſuch acts 

Of contumacie will provoke the higheſt 
Jo make death in us live: Then let us ſeek 

Some ſafer reſolution, which methinks 

I haven view, calling to minde with heed 


Part of our Sentence, that thy Seed ſhall bruiſe 


| The Serpents bead; pitcous amends, unleſs 


B- 
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Be meant, whom I conjecture, our grand Foe 
Satan, who in the Serpent hath contriv'd 
Againſt us this deceit : to cruſh his head 
Would be revenge indeed; which will be loft 


By death brought on our ſelyes, or childlefs days 


Reſoly'd, as thou propoſeſt; ſo our Foe 

Shall ſcape his puniſhment ordain d, and wee 
Inſtead ſhall double ours upon our heads, 

No more be mention d then of violence 

Againſt our ſelves, and wilful barrenneſs, 

That cuts us off from hope, and favours onely 
Rancor and pride, impaticnce and deſpite, 
Reluctance againſt God and his juſt yoke 

Laid on our Necks. ' Remember with what mild 
And gracious temper he both heard and judg'd 
Without wrauth or reviling; wee expected 
Immediate diſſolution, which we thought 

Was meant by Death that day, when lo, to thee 
Pains onely in Child-bearing were foretold, 
And bringing forth, ſoon recompenc't with joy, 
Fruit of thy Womb: On mee the Curſe aſlope 
Glanc d on the ground, with labour I muſt carne 


My bread , what harm? Idleneſs had bin worſe; 


My labour will ſuſtain me; and leaſt Cold 
Or Heat ſhould injare us, his timely care 

Hath unbeſaught provided, and his hands 
Cloath'd us unworthie, pitying while he judg'd; 
How much more, if we pray him, will his ear 
Be open, and his heart to pitie incline, 

And teach us further by what means to ſhun 

Th' inclement Seaſons, Rain, Ice, Hail and Snow, 
Which now the Skie with various Face begins 
To ſhew us in this Mountain, while the Winds 
Blow moiſt and keen, ſhattering the graceful locks 


of | 


© | Of theſefair ſpreading Trees; which bids us foek ©! 
Som better ſhroud, ſom better warmelto cheriſh * \, / 
Our Limbs benumm d, ere this diurnal Starr | 
Leave cold the Night, hom we his gather d beams : - 
Reflected, may with matter ſere foment, | 
Or by colliſion of two bodies grinde 

The Air attrite to Fire, as late the Clouds 

Juſtling or puſht with Winds rude in thir ſhock 

Tine the ſlant Lightning, whoſe thwart flame driv'n 
Kindles the gummie bark of Firr or Pine, -(down- 
And ſends a comfortable heat from farr, 

Which might ſupplie the Sun: ſuch Fire to uſe, 

And what may elſe be remedie or cure 

Toevils which our own miſdeeds have wrought, 

Hee will inſtruct us praying, and of Grace 

Beſeeching him, ſo as we need not fear 

To paſs commodiouſſy this life, ſuſtain'd 

By him with many comforts, till we end 

In duſt, our final reſt and native home. 

What better can we do, then to the place 

Repairing where he judg'd us, proſtrate fall 

Before him reverent, andthere confeſs 

Humbly our faults, and pardon beg, with tears 
Watering the ground, and with our ſighs the Air 
Frequenting, ſent from hearts contrite, in ſign 

Of ſorrow unfeign'd, and humiliation meek. 
Undoubtedly he will relent and turn 

From his diſpleaſuce , in whoſe look ſerene, 

When angry moſt he ſeem'd and moſt ſevere, 

What elſe but favor, grace, and mercie ſhon ? 
So ſpake our Father penitent, nor Eve 
1 Felt leſs remorſe : they forthwith to the place 

{| Repairing where he judg'd them proſtrate fell 

| Befarg him reverent, and both conſeſs d 
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Humbly thir faults, and pardon beg'd, with tears 
Kam. the ou, and with thir ſighs the Air 


venting, ſent from hearts contrite, in ſign 
off orrow unfeign d, and humiliation meek, 


The End of the Tenth Book, 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


The Son of God preſents ta his Father the Prayers ef 
our firſt Parents now repenting, and intercedes for 
them: God accepts them, but declares that they muſt. 
no longer abide in Paradiſe; ſends Michael with 4 
Band of Cherubim to </peſſeſ them; but firſ# to 
reveal to Adam future things : Michaels coming” 
down. Adam ſhews to Eve certain ominows ſigns; he 
diſcerns Michaels approach, goes out to meet him : 
the Angel denounces thir departure, Eve's Lamenta- 
tion. Adam pleads, but ſubmits : The Angel leads 
him up to a high Hill, ſets before him in viſion what 
ſhall happ'n till the Flood. : , 


Praying, for from the Mercie-feat above 
Prevenient Grace deſcending had remoy'd * 
The ſtonie from thir hearts, & made new fleſh 


T3 they in lowlieſt plight repentant ſtood 


Unuiter- 


n —— Spirit of prayer ; 
Inſpir'd, and wing d for Heav'n with ſpeedier flight 
755 Oratorie: yet thir ng * 

or of mean ſuirgrs, nor important leſe 

'4thir Petition, then when th' ancient Pair 

In Fables old, leſs ancient yet then theſe, 

excalion. and chaſte: Pyrrha to reſtore 
The Race of Mankind drownd, before the Shrine 
Of Tbemis ſt ood deyout. To Heay'n thir prayers 
Flew up, nor miſsd.the way, by envious windes 
Blow'n vagabond or fruſtrate : in they paſsd 
Dimentionlefs through Heav'nly dores; then clad 
With incenſe, where the Golden Altar fum'd, 
By thir great Intetceſfor, came in ſight | 
Before the Fathers Throne: Thiem the glad Son 
Preſenting, thus to intercede began. 
» See Father, what firſt fruits on Earth are ſprung 
From thy implanted Grace in Man, theſe Sighs 
And Prayers, which in this Golden Cenſer, mitt 
With Incenſe, L thy Prieſt before thee bring. 
Fruits of more pleaſing favour from thy ſeed 
Sox n with contrition in his heart, then thoſe 
Which his own hand manuring all the Trees 
Of Paradiſe could have produc t, ere fall'n 
From innocence. Now therefore bend thine eare 
To. ſupplication; heare his ſighs though mute; 
Unskilful with what words to pray, let mee 
Interpret for him, mee his Advocate 
And propitiation, all his works on mee 
Good or not good ingraft, my Merit thoſe 
Shall perſet, and for theſe my. Death ſhall pay. 
Accept me, and in mee from theſe recegve 
The ſmell of peace toward Mankinde, let him live 
Before thee ræconcil d, atleaſt his days — 


— 


Þ Corrupted, I at firſt with two fair gifts 


To mitigate thus plead, not to reverſe) 

To better life ſhall yeeld him, where wich mee 

All my redeemd may dwell in joy and bliſs, 

Made one with me as I with thee am one. | 
To whom the Father, without Cloud, ſerene. 

All thy requeſt for Man, accepted Son, 

Obtain, all thy requeſt was my Decree : 

But longer in that Paradiſe to dwell, 

The Law I gave to Nature him forbids : 

Thoſe pure immortal Elements that know 

No groſs, no unharmoneous mixture foule, 

Eject him tainted now, and purge him off 

As a diſtemper, groſs to aire as grols, 

And mortal food, as may diſpoſe him beſt 

For diſſolution wrought by Sin, that firſt 


Diſtemperd all things, and of incorrupt - 


— 


* 


Created him engowd, with Happinels 


And Immortalitie: that fondly loft, 


This other ſerv'd but to eternize woe; 


| Till Iprovided Death; ſo Death becomes 


His final remedie, and after Life | 
Trid in ſharp trihulation, and refin'd 


By Faith and faithful works, to ſecond Lite, 


Wak't in the renovation of the juſt. 
3 him up with Heav'n and Earth rene wd. 
But let us call to Sy nod all the Bleſt 


He ended, and the Son gave ſignal high 


Po the bright Miniſter that watehd, hee blew 
- 
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Numberd, though ſad, till Denth, his doom ( which 


1 


Through Heav ns wide bounds; from them I will not 
u judgments, bow with Mankind I proceed, (hide 
44s how with peccant Angels late they aw; 

And in thir ſtage; though firm, ſtood more confirmd. 


His 
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His Trumpet, heard in Oreb ſince perhaps 
When God deſcended, and perhaps once more 
' To ſound at general Doom. Th' Angelic blaſt 
Filld all the Regions: · from thir bliſsful Bowrs 
Of Amarantin Shade, Fountain or Spring, 
By the waters of Life, where ere they ſate 
In fellowſhips of joy: the Sons of Light 
Haſted; reſorting to the Summons high, 
And took thir Seats ; till from his Throne ſupream 
Th Almighty thus pronouncd his ſovran Will. 
O Sons, like one of us Man is become 
To know both Good'and Evil, lince his taſte 
Of that defended Fruit; but let him boaſt 
His knowledge of Good loſt, and Evil got, 
Happier, had it ſuſfic d him to have known 
Good by it ſelf, and Evil not at all. 
He ſorrows now, fepents, and prayes contrite, 
My motions in him, longer then they move, 
His heart I know, how variable and vain 
Self- left. Leaſt therefore his now holder hand 
Reach alſo of the Tree of Life, and eat, 
And live for ever, dream art leaſt to live 
For ever, to remove him 1 decree, 
And ſend him from the Garden forth to Till 
The Ground whence he was taken, fitter ſoile. 
Michael, this my beheſt have thou in charge, 
Take to thee from among the Cherubim 
Thy choice of flaming Warriours, leaſt the Fiend 
Or in behalf of Man, or to invade 
Vacant poſſeſſion ſom new trouble raiſe : 
Haſt thee, and from the Paradiſe of God 
Without remorſe drive out the ſinful Pair, 
From hallowd ground th unholie, and denounce 
To them and to thir Progenie fromthence 


. 
g * 
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Perpetual biniſhment, Let leaſt th faint 
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| Ar the ſad Sentence rigorouſly urg d, 
por I behold them ſoftn'd and with tears 


Bewailing thir excefs, all terror hie. 
| Fpariently” thy bidding they obey, I 
Diſmiſs them not diſconſolare, reveale, 0 


Jo Adam what ſhall come in furiire dayes, 

' | A5T ſhall thee enlighten, intermix 

| My Cov'nantin'the womans ſeed renewd ; 

| Soſend them forth, though forrowing, yet in peace: 
And on the Eaſt ſide of the Garden place, 
Where entrance up from Eden eafieſt climbes, 
Cherubic watch, and of a Sword rhe flame 

| Wide — , all approach farr off to friglit, 


And guard 


paſſage tothe Tree of Life: 


| Leaſt Paradiſe a racle prove 


pirits foule, and all my Trees thir pre 


| With v_ Rol'n Fruit Man once more to lle 


He ceas d 0 th' Archan 
For ſwift deſcent „with him 


7 42 power prepar 4 
Cohort bright 


-| Of-watchful Cherobim; four faces each 

l Had, like a double Janus, all thit ſhape 

| angl d with eyes more numerous then thoſs 
Argus, artd more wakeful chen to drouze, 

Charm d with Arcadian Pipe, the Paſtoral Reed 


| Of Hermes, or his opiate Rod. Mean while 
To reſalute the World with ſacred Light 


] Lexcothea wak d, and with freſh dews imbalmd 
"ig Earth, when Adam and firſt Matron Eve 
Had ended now thir Oriſom, and found 
{| Strength added from above, 3851 to fp i 


Out of defpaire, 

Which thus ro Fl Gabon) 

1. Eve, calily may Faith * that all 
- 


et lin 


Gs renew, | 


72 
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The good which we e 
But — from us ought uche elde 1. to ee n 


So prevalent as to cncetne the mind. 

Of God high- bleſt, or to incline his will; | 
Hard to belief may ſeem, yet this — lng 
Or one ſhort ſigh of humane breach, * 
Ev'n to the Seat of God. For lince l e 
By Prayer tlf ag Hab fer 

Kneel'd and before mbl'd all my heart, 
Methought I ſaw ml lacable and — 
Behditig bis eare vaſion in megrew} | 
That I was ai 15 favour; L retur nd 
Home to my Rneſt, and to 

His promiſe, that t e brule our Foe; 
Which then not mi oy in diſmay, yet. now 
Aſſures me that the bitterneſs af dab 

Is paſt, and we ſhallJive.. Whence: Hailgtothee, 
Everight _ J. Mother of all Mankind, 
Mother of a N.ching Sax fig bynhec. - 
Man is to live; : live, for, Man. 


To wtiom tu E hee E 8 


Ill worthie I Tak zitle. 
To me rranſgrelld 25 8 
A help, became th nare z, to mee repiaach 
Rather belong. diltru& 20d all Ar praiſe ; 

But infiriite ij dan Was. my. Jadge, 

That I who til brought an all am grant 
The og of lie, new. e. teu. 
Who hij ghly ths to, eatirle me yourfab thy, 
Farr other name deſerving... Butt he Field, 
To Teng r le us K N _ ſweat n | 


50. 2 ries the * 
Al uncefcern'd. 
Her * prog, 23 
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Wherere our days work lies, though now enjoind 


Paradiſe Lot; 


I never from thy ſide henceforth to ſtray, 


Laborious, till day droop; while here we dwell, 
What can be toilſom in theſe pleaſant Walkes ? 
Here let us live, though infall'nſtate, content. 

Sa ſpake, ſo with'd much · bumbl d Eve, but Fate 


| Subſcribd not; Nature firſt gave Signs, impreſt 


On Bird, Beaſt, Aire, Aire ſuddenly eclips d 

After hort bluſh of Morn nigh in her ſight 

The Bird of 7ove, ſtoopt from his aerie tour, 

Two Birds of yl plume before him drove: 
Downfrom Ail the Beaſt that reighs in Woods, 
Firſt hunter then, purſu d a gentle brace, 
Goodlieft of all the Forreſt, Hart and Hinde ; 
Direct to th' Eaſtern Gate was bent ihir flight. 
Adam obſery'd, and witch his Eye the chaſe 


Purſuing , not unmov'd to Eve thus ſpake. 


0 Ex Eve, ſome furder change awaits us nigb, 
Which Heav'n by theſe mute ſigus in Nature ſhews 
Forerunners of his purpoſe, or to warn 
Us haply roo ſecure of our diſc 


From penalcie, becauſe from death releaſt 


Some days; bow long, and what till then our life, 
Who knows, or mote. then this, that we are duſt 
And thither mult return and be no more. 

Why elſe this double object in our ſight | 
Of fight purſu d in th Air and ore the ground 4 


One way the ſelf-ſame hour ꝰ hy in the Eaſt 
Darkneſs ere Dayes mid · courſe, and Morning hgh 
More orient in yon Weſtern Cloud that drs 
Ore the blew Firmament a radiant white, 
And ſlow deſcends; with ſomthing beav'nly fraught. 
He err d not [eo this the ticay'nly Bands 

J e 2 — 


In Paradiſe, and on a Hill made alt, 

A glorious Apparition, had not doubt 

And carnal fear that day dimm'd Adams eye. 

Not that-more glorious, when the Angels mer 

Jacob in Mabanaim, where he ſaw 

The field Pavilion d with his Guardians bright; 

N or that which on the flaming Mount appeerd 

In Dothan, cover d with a Camp of Fire, 

Againſt the Syrian King, who to ſurprize 

One man, Aſſaſſin- like had levied Warr, 

Warr unproclam d. The Princely Hierarch 

In thir bright ſtand, there left his Powers to ſeiſe 

Poſſeſſion of the Garden; hee alone, 

To find where Adam ſhelterd, took his way, 

Not unperceav'd of Adam, who to Eve, 

While the great Viſitant approachd, thus ſpake. 
Eve, now expect great tidings, which perhaps 

Of us will ſoon determin, or impoſe 

New Laws to be ohſerv d; for Ideſcrie 

From yonder blazing Cloud that veils the Hill 

One of the heav'nly Hoſt,and by his Gate 

None of the meaneſt, ſome great Potentate 

Or of the Thrones above, ſuch Majeſtic 

Inveſts him coming? yet not teirible, 

That I ſhould fear, nor ſociably mild, 

As Raphael, that I ſhould mueh confide, 

But ſolemn and ſublime, whom not to offend, 

With reverence J muſt meet, and thou retire. 

He erded; and th Arch-Angel ſoon drew nigh, 

Not in his ſhape Celeſtial, but as Man 

Clad to meet Man; over his lucid Armes 

A militarie Veſt of purple flowd 

Livelier then Melibesn, or the graine ' 

Of Sarra,worn by Kings and Hero's old 
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Book XI. Paradiſe Loſt. 293 
In time of Truce; Iris had dipt the wooff; 
His ſtarrie Helme unbuckl'd ſhew'd him ptitne 
In Manhood where Youth ended; by his lide 
As in a gliſtering Zodiac hung the Sword, 
Satans dire dread, and in his hand the Spear. 
Adam bowd low, hee Kingly from his State 
Inclin'd not, but his coming thus declar - 
Adam, Heav'ns high beheſt no Preface needs: 
Sufficient that thy Prayers are heard, and Death, 
Then due by ſenᷣtence when thou didſt ttanſgreſi, 
Defeated of his ſeiſure many dayes ' © rt 
Giv'n thee of Grite, wherein thou may ſt repent, : 
And one bad act with many deeds well done 
Mayſt cover: well may then thy Lord appeas''* 4 
Redeem thee quite from Deaths rapacious claim: 
But longer in chis Paradiſe to dwell - - ' . 5h, 
Permits not; to remove thee I am come, WIE 
And ſend thee from the Garden forth to till 
The ground hence thou waſt tak n, fitter Soile. 
He added not, for Adam at thenewes © ' 
Heart-ſtrook with chilling gripe of forrow {t6od, 
That all his ſenſes bound; Eve, who unſeen” 
Yet all had heard, with audible lament 
Diſcover'd ſoon the place of her retire. 1730 
O unexpected ſtroke, worſe then of Death! - 
Muſt Ithus leave thee Paradiſe? thus leave | 
Thee Native Soile, theſe happie Walks and Shades, 
Fit haunt of Gods? where I had hope to ſpend, 
Quiet though ſad, the reſpit of that day 
That muſt be mortal to us both. O flours, 
| Thar never will in other Climate grow, 
My early viſitation, and my laſt 
AtEeyv'n, wbich-Lbred up with tender hand 
From the firſt op'ning bud, and gave ye Names, 
Ef. u z Wh 


Who now ſhall reare ye to the Sun, or ranke .. 
Your Tribes, and water from th ambrofial/Fount ? 
Thee laſily nuptial Bowre, by mee adornd 


With what to ſight or ſmell was ſweer : from thee .; 


How ſhall I part, and whitbet wander don 
Into a lower World to this obſcure 
And wilde, how ſhall e breath in other Aire 
Leſs purt; accuſtoputto immortal Frits ? 
Whom thus the Angel imerrupted milde. 
Lament not Eve, but patiently — t 7d. 
What juſtly thou haſt loſty nor ſet thy heate, 
Thus over · fond. on that which is not thine; 
Thy gaing is not lonely, with ther goes 
Thy Nusband, him to follow thou art bound; 
Where he abides; think there thy native ſoile. 
Adam by this from the cold ſudden damp 
Recovering, and his ſcatterd ſpirits returnd. 
To Michael thus his humble words addreſsd. 


Cecleſtial, whetheramong the Thrones, or 1 
lach of ſhape may ſeem 


Of them the Higheſt, for 
Prince above Princes, gently haſt thou ronld 
Thy meſſage, which might elſe in telling wound, 
And in performing end us; what beſides 
Of ſorrow and dejection and deſpair 

Our frailtie En ſuſtain, tby tidings bring, 
Departure from this happy place, our ſweet 
Recels, and onely conſolation. left 

Familiar to our eyes, all places elſe 
Inhoſpitable appeer and deſolate, - 

Nor knowing us nor known: and if by prayer 
Inceſſant I could hope to change the will 

* Of him who all things can, I would not ceaſe 
To wearie him with my affiduouscries : 

But prayer apainſt his abſolute Decree . 
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* Book Xl Paradiſe Tot. 19 f 
No more wales then breath againſt the winde, 
Blown ſti back on bim, that breachs bfr 1 

: | Therefore to kis great bidding I ſubmit | 


+ | This moſt affficts tne, that dg 
2 | As from his face I mall be hi 


> 
is bleſſed _ nance ; here l cduld Freq 
il Wit worthip, op! ace by 9 95 52 N 


preſence 
i? - d > Moone eee 2 5 kee | 
1 net 
dend, i el 12 5 20 1175 iy 
) | So many gfnteftl] Altars 
| Of gra 1. 20 pile 


j — 1:54 7 o 
Offer e 


{ | In yonder nether World 


9 


His bright appearances, or yot ſt 

For hough bit fed him ang and | 

To life and promsd Race, In 

Glad! Wy boch 1 is. = 18. 

Of glory, and Ae - 
To whom'thy rd bztugne. 


Atan,ths and all. che Karth, 
neces: .. 


Land, el, aud Fay 191 060 de thy lives, 
Fomented 5 his virtual pg lpow wer and war | 
All th 8 ove th Fe ro pe eſs rule, 5 
Ns deſpicabl n tthen Wl « 
His pre rero dele narrow bounds confin dd 
of — or Eden; this by been bor mn 
* | Perhapst Caphal Sears, & 225 2 r 
All genera Foes and had hither | 4 
|, From all che ends of th Earth, eee 
* = 4 ” And 
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And reverence thee 1177 Progenitor, 
But this Nee ou haſt lo | 
To dwell on ceven Foal dow with tk 
Yet doubt not bu 
God is as here, _ found 1 
Sal fo 555 of hisp 4 pret rence many a ligne, 11. 
Still m lin *cowpaſling uy 1. 
With 5 and pat Aerial Love, — = 1355 
Expreſs, and vf hi Trp IDO 11 
Which that chou xy 
Ere thou N bene 
To ſhew thee wha! 
To thee and to. Dy, ; 0 
Expect to hear, ral tg, 900 Ws 
Wikſinfulneſs 0 n Bs D, | 5. 
nce, 2 


True 5 joy with . 
Abl 6x b. ally eour'd 
is Nt prong 


By 4 
e rf! d ſhalr. thou lead... 


Safeſt thy life, and hell prepar'd en ure \.» 
Thy motel piſs ae come, A lg 
Thi Hilf; ler Eos {for.1 be drenchr her &9e) ; 
Here ſe below wink thöu to for 10 t wak ſt, 
As os tow 155 Rl Shes to life 35 Form... 
To v A atefully r rep! 
An tne 4 e 
Thod lead ſt me, and c to the and o nn hb 
However chaſt ning, to the evil turne +. 
My obvious breaſt; arming to overcom.. 
By ſuffering, Land earn f. from labour won, | 
ſo I miy attain, Sd both aſcend © 
In the yiſions of God; It was a Hill 
Of paradiſe the higheſt, from whoſe top... | 
To Hemiſphere of Earth in cleereſt Ken . = 


Stretcher, 
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| To Paguin of Sinean Kings, and thence 


In Moſce, or the Sultan in Bizante, "That 
Turcheſtan- born; nor could his cyenot ken 
Ih Empire of Negus to his utmoſt Port 2 
Ercoco andthe leſs Maritim | 15! 


* Guiana, whoſe great Citie Geryons Sons 


_— out to the ampleſt reach — 

Not higher that n r w nor wider looking 

Wbereon for different cauſe — ſet 

Our 2 2 in the ——— * 5 

To ſhew him al} Barths Kingdomes: ory. 

His Eye might there command wherever ſtood | 

City of old or modern Fame, the Ser |. 
Of mightiel Empire, from the deſtind Wall or 

Of Cambals, ſeat of Cathaian Can | | | 

And Sawarchend by Oxme, Temirs Throne, "I 


To Agra and Laber of great Mogul 30k 
Down to the golden Cher vneſe, or where | 
The Perſian in Echarar (ate; or ſince: 

In Hiaban, or where the Ruſſian ind A 


Mombaza, and Quilaa and Mets 
And Sefala thought Ophir, to — 4 
Of Congo, and Angola fardeſt South; >:'; _ 
Or thence from Niger Flood to Alen bunt 
The Kingdoms of Alas, Fer and S, 10. 
Marocco and Algiers, and Tremiſen: b: 3 
On Earape thence, and where Rome was toſway 
The World: in Spit it perhaps he alſo fave | 
Rich Mexico the ſeat of Motex ume, 26 
And Cuſco in Peru the richer ſet 
Of A. abalipa, and yet unſpoil d 


Call El Dorado: but to nobler ſights 
|» Michael from Adams eyes the Filmeremoy'd 
* Which that falſe Fruit chat prom d „ 


> 4 _ * 
* 
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Had _—_ thenpurg'd with Eupbreſie and Rue 
The viſtal:Nerye;;far he had muchito fee; * . 
And from he:WelldF Life chere drops init d. 


So deep the power af theſe 1 Pere d. 
Tee LE 


Eevn10 the 
That Alam now to ciaſe 2 


Sunk down and ee "2 ** ) 
But him the ffenete Angel by rhe hand 
Soon rais'd, and his attention chus retard. 0 0 


Ada u, gow up thine eyes, and firſt behold" 
Th' effects Which ch origingl erime hach rough 
In ſome to ſpring from thee, ; ho never touch; 7 
Th' excepted-Tme; nor wirh rheFtiake 9 — 00 f 70 5 
Nor ſinn d thy (in; yet from ihat dere: iT 
Corruption t forth more violent deeds." ul 

His eyes he op nd and bebeld u Held, \ al 
Part arableantrilrh; vhereom were Sheaves 


New reapt, theottier:part ſheep-walks andfoulds ; 5 


Ich midſt an Altar as the Lend mark fte 
Ruſtic, of graſſie ſond j thicher ad | 
A ſweatie Reaper ſtay this Fi 4 7 e 675 
Firſt Fruits, the gieen Eare, a w-Sheef,© 
Uncull d, adhs to band; ehe nern 
More meek came wich the FirtNings of bis Flock | | 
Choiceſt and beſtʒ then ſacrificing, laid 
The Inwards and thir Far ith Iacenſe ſtrew d, 

On the cleft Wood, and all due Ries perſormd ; 
His Offring ſoon propitious Fire from Hesse n 


Conſum'd with nimble glance and gratefal teame; 
The others not, for his was not rere; 
Whereat bee inlie rag d, and as they tak d. 

Smote him into che Midriſf avich-a ſtone 


That bea out iiſe ; he fell, aud deadly pa 6.5 oY + 


robo bis Soul with e bead ef,” 


— - 


eee 
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elend. 


Theſe two'are Brethren, Aden, ind ta come 


Out of thy loyns; -th'-unjuſt the juſt hath ſlain, 
For envie that his Brothers Offering found 
From Heav n acreptance; but the oodie Fa 
Will be aveng d, and th others Faith approv 
kooſe no reward, though here chau ſee him die, 
re. To which-onr Sire. 


Rowli 
Ala 


I muſt return to native duſt? O 
Of terrour, foul and ugly to behold 
| Horrit to think, how horrible to feel ! 


duſt and go 


n 
e e deed and for rhe caule ! 
But have I now ſeen Death? — *ro00y 


rod 
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Mach at that light, was Adam in bis heart 
 [Diſmai'd, and thus in haſte to th 
O Teacher, ſome great er x and 
To that meek man, who well had ſacrific'd;; 
3; Pietie thus and pure Devotion paidꝰ nf 
T whom Michel thus, bee — 4 a 


W 2 44 
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L 


To whom thus Michael. Death thou haſt ſeen ** | 


| In his firſt hape on man; bur many ſhapes 
Of Death —— are the wayes that lend 


To his grim Cave, all diſmal; yet to ſenſe 
More terrible at th entrance then within. 


Some, as thou ſaw'>; by violent ſtroke ſnall die, 
By Fire, Flood. Famin, 


Intemperance more 


In Meats and Drinks. which on the: Earth fhall bring 
Diſeaſes dire, of which a monſtraus crew i 


Before thee ſhall appear; that thou mayſt 3 
Wbat miſerie th inabſtinence of E vr 


Sball bring on wen. Immediately a place 


Before his eyes appeard, ſad, noy ſom, dark, | 


A Lazar-houſe it ſeemd, wherein were laid 


Numbers of all diſeas d. all maladies 
i I | of gaitly Spaſm, or racking torture, qualmes 


of 
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Of heart-ſick 'Agonie, all feayorons kinds, * 
Convulſions, Epilepſies, fierce Catarrhs, Ito 
Inteſtin Stone ind Ulcer, Colic'pangs, ' [8 


Dæmoniac Phrenzie, moaping Melancholie 1 
And — —— — Cy 42 


Maraſmus, and wide. waſting Peſtilence, . I pi 
Dropſies, and Aſthma s, and Joint-racking Rheums, - r 
Dire was the toſſing, deep the groans, deſpair 'Iw 
Tended the ſick bulleſt from Conch to Couch; | 5 
And overthem'triumphant Death his Dart - 16 
Shook, bur delaid to ſtrike, though oft invok't . 
With gows, as thir chief good. and final hope. pr 


Sight ſo deform-what heart of Rock could long t 
Drie- ey d behold Þ [Adam could not, but wept, 
Though not of Woman born; compaſſion quell'd d 


His beſt 9 ve him up to tears . 
A ſpace, till firmeithdughts reſtraind exceſs 
And ſcarce recovering words his plaint renew d. 

Omiſerable Mankind; to what fall wal 
Degraded, to what tvretched ſtate reſery'd!  ** 
Better end heer daborn. Why is life gin 


To be thu; wreſted from us? rather why 
Obtruded on us thus? who if we knew 
What we receive; would either not accept 
Lite offer d, or ſoon beg to lay it down, 
Glad to be ſo diſmiſt in peace. Can thus 
Th' Image of God in man created once 
So goodly and erect, though faultie ſince, 
To ſuch unſightly ſufferings be debas t 
Under inhuman pains? Why ſhould not Man, 
Retaining ſtil} Divine ſimilitude 
In part, from ſuch deformities be free, 

' And for his Makers Image ſake exempt ? 
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| The rule of not too much, by temperance ta 
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Thir Makers Image, anſwerd Michael. then 
Forſook them, when themſelves they villii d 


Io ſerve ungovern d appetite, and took 
His Image whom they ſerv d, a brutiſh vice, 
I | Inductive mainly to the ſin of Eve. 

| Therefore ſo abject is thir puniſhment, 


Disfiguring not Gods likeneſs, but thir own, 
Or if his likeneſs, by themſelves defac't 

While they pervert pure Natures healthful rules 
To loathſom ſickneſs, worthily. ſince they 

Gods Image did not reverence in themſelves. 

I yield it juſt, ſaid Adam, and ſubmit. 1% 
But is there yet no other way, beſides [ 
Theſe painful paſſages, how we may come 
To Death, and mix with our connatural dult ? 

There is, ſaid Michael, if thou well obſerve 


Inwhat thou eatſt and drinkſt, ſeeking lou 
Due nouriſhment, not gluttonous delight, 

Till many years over thy head return: 

$0 mailt thou live, till like ripe Fruit thou drop ©, 
Into thy Mothers lap, or be with eaſe 

Gatherd, not harſhly pluckt, for death mature : 


2 


' This is old age; but then thou muſt outlive 


Thy youth, thy ſtrengtb, thy beauty, which will change 
To witherd weak — gray; thy Senſes then 


Obtuſe, all taſte of pleaſure muſt forgoe, 
To what thou haſt, and for the Aire of youth 


' | Hopeful and cheerful, in thy blood will reigne 


A melancholly damp of cold and dry 
T9 weigh thy Spirits down, and laſt conſume 
The of Life. To whom our Anceſtor. 


| Henceforth 1 flie not Death, nor would prolong 


lie much, bent rather how I way be quit 


lf Faireſt 


— 
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Faireſt and cofieſt of this combrous charge, 
Which I-muſt keep till my appoimed da 
Of rendring up, aud patiently attend of 
My diſſoloton. ' Michael reptid, | 
Nor love thy Life, nor hate; but what thou tin 
Live well, how long or ſhort permit to Hea an:: 
And now prepare thee for another ſight, 
He lookd ant faw a fpacious Plaine, whereon 
Were Tentdef various hue; by ſeme were herds | 
Of Cartel graging: others, ' whence the ſound 
Of Inſtruments that made melodious chime 
Was heard, of Harp and Organ; and who a 
Thir ſtops and chords was ſeen : his volant rouch” 
Inſtinct * all proportions low and bi 
Fled and purfu d tranfverſe the reſonant fugue, * 
In other part ſtood one ho nt rhe Forge 
Labouring, two taſſte clods of Iron and Brafs 
Had melred(wherher ſound where caſyal fire 
Had waſted woods on Mountain or in Yale, \ 
Down to the veins of Earth,rbetce bt hot 
; ſom Cxves mouth, or whether w tb renn 
rom underground 1 che Nquid Ore he dreind 
Into fir moulds prepar d; fremwhich he formd | 
Firſt his own Tooles, then;what might elſe beg 
Kaſil or gra 'n in metele, After ibeſe, 


But on the herher {ide a ey ſort — 
From the high , uring Hills, which we thic 0 
Down to che Plain deſcended: by thir guiſe (Sen Ur 
Juſt men they ſeems, and all thir Rudy 1 * T 
To worſhip Cod aright, and knowhis works | | 1 

Not hid, northofe things laſt ane 2 
Freedom and Free to men: they on the Plain 'Of 
Long had not walkt, when from the Tenty behold”. | Ye 


A Bertie of ftr Wamen, richly.gay 


1 * 
1 


And now of — de till cx Eevi 
- | Loves Harbinger appeerd , them af im h 


Such happy interview and fair event 
Of love and yomti;nar loſt, So 
And charmin g Symphonies att 


4 che bear 


True opener of wine eyes, prime A 
Much better ſeema this Vition, and more 
Of peaceful 


Here Nature ſecs fulflld in aff Hur ends. 


I | Created, as-rou art, ronobler end 
oh Holie and pure, conformitie divine. 


- | Of wickedneſs, wherein ſnalrd well his Rac 


Of Adam, 1200 enelin d to admit delight, 
The bent of Nature; which he th expreſee. 


nge! bleſt, 


* | Faſt caught, they ſid, and eehte cho; 


They light the Nupiial Torch, and did . 
Hymen, then firſt 0 marriage Rites inyok'r ; 
With Feaſt * all the Tents reſound, 


mends, then thoſe twyo paſt; 
Thoſe were of Hate und death, or pain much worſe,” 


To whom thus * Judgnor what is beſt 
By pleaſure, tho ug to Nature ſceming mert, 


Thaſe Tents thou ſawſt ſo pleafamt, 16am Teri 


al Who-ftew bis Brother; ſtudious ly — 


Of Arts that poliſt; Lie, Inverters 


ett 

61 For tharfaie ſemal Troo evi 
I Of Goddeſſis ſo bliche” Ib ſinoort;, { 
* t engey ef All good whiercin confifts 


© 
6 Unmindfat of chir Maker, though his Sir 
| Taught them, but they Wg . none, 


1 N 


Polk XI. Watadile Lack. 30 


n To Gems and wanton dreſs; to the Harp t 

+ | Soft amorous Ditties, and in ; we arp ty forg; A 
be Men though grate, ey d chem, Pr N 
: | Rare uithout rein, vill in the amor ou Net | 


AF 


Womans 


IT 3 


0 * 


; Gatlatds, Hows; 


1% Paxadiſe Loſt. Book X 


Womans. domeſtic honour and chief praiſe | 
Bred onely and completed to the taſte Of 

Of luſtful ap 
To dreſs, an 
To theſe that ſober 


Relis1 
-Shal 


BA 


ling, to dance, 

troule the Tongue, and roule che Byes | 
Race of Men, whoſe lives j 

ious cit]'d them the Sons of God. 

yield ap all thir vertue, all thir fame 

e trajnes and to the ſmiles 


Ignobly, to th 


Of thele fair Atheiſts, and now ſwimin joy, 


( Erelon 
The wor 
To whom 
O pittie and ſhame 
Enterd ſo hire, tho 
Paths indirect, or in the mid way faint! 
But ſtill I ſee 15 tenor of Mans woe 
Holds on the ſar 
From Mans e | 
Said th Angel, who ſhould better hold his place 
By — and ſuperiour gifts receav d. 
But now prepare t 
He lookd and {aw wide Territorie ſpred 
Before him, Towns, and rural works between, 
Cities of Men with lofry Gates and Towrs 
Concourſ in Arms, fierce Faces threatning Warr; 
Giants of mightic ] Bone, and bould empriſe; 
Part wield thir Arms, 


to ſwimac large) and laugh 
erelong a world of tears m 
Adam of ſhort joy = "wp 
that 12 who to live well 
ſhould turnalide to tread. 


| 2 SF Tn 


Woman to begin. 
ninate ſlackneds ir begins, 


e for another Scene, 


part courb the foaming Sree, 


Singleor in Array, of Batt 
Both Horſe and Foot, nor idely maſtring ſtood , - 
One way a Band ſelect from forage drives 

A herd of Beeves, faire Oxen . faire Kine 


3 —— 


From a fat 


Meddow Spang, or fle 


Ewes and thir! 
Thir Bootie; 


a 


wy a0 * 
hephe % 


i 


| ® rallin _ which makes a bloody Fray; 5 
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wich cruel Tourttament the Squadrons joine; 
Where — a ati e A 
With Car Arms t Fiel 
Deſerted : Others to gk 1 a 
Seige, cncampt 4 Batterie, Scale, an Mire, 
. others from the wall defend 
Wich Dart and. Ja lin, Stones And fillfaroms Fire; 


| Oneach hahd ſlaughter and gigantic deeds. 


In other part the fcepter'd' Harglds call 


Io Counci * the Citie Gites: anon © © 


Grey-headed men and grave, wich Warriours miixr, l 


| Mfemble, and Harangues are heard, but ſoon 


In factious oppolirion, till at laſt 

Of middle Age one riſing, eminent 

In wife deport, ſpake much of Riglu and Wrong, 
Of J altice, of Religion, 3 ind Peace, 
And Judgment from above ! him old and youtg, 
Exploded and had: — a en hands, 


Ha pot a Cloud deſcending patch d him thence | 


Uaſten amid therbrohg : ſo violence 
Proceeded, and Oppreſnion, and Sword-Law: 


I [Through all rde Plain, and refuge none was Foil. 
| Adam was all inrears, and to guide * 


Lamenting rand full ſad; O what ate thefs; - 
Deaths Miniſters; not Men, who thus deal Death 
lahumanly to men, and multiply 


Ten thou and old the ſin of him who ſle r hy 
His Brother; for of whom ſuch maſſacher © ** 


Make they but of thir Brerbren; men of men? 
it who was that Juſt Man, whom had not Heat 


1 Reſcu'd, had in his Righteouſneſs bin loſt? 


To whom thus Michael. Theſe are the product 
W thoſe ill aared Marriages thou ſam t:: 
X Where 
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Where good * Were anten. WO 
Abbor to j ke ence — 4 114 
Produce prodi 100 5 

Such were 8 of 
For in thoſe __ ongly bal 


And Yalgyran a Bales Heft 
To overcome in e andi 
dann ar ) 
Man, laughter | be 
Of human Glorie, and for 1 5 
Of triumph, to be ftyl'd 
Patrong of oo 
Deftroyers rightliercall'd 
Thus Fame ſhall be arclyey 'd, renown on Earth, 
And what moſt merits fame in ſilence hi 

But hee the ſeventh from thec, whom chop! bebelal. 
The onely righiegis in a World peryerſe,.. * 
And there fore bad, fore al 
With Foes ata darit 
And ut 19us ' 
To jag cats, WI it ; 
Rapt in a balmie oud : with dae 72220 
Did, 35 thou ſawlt, receave, to walk with God . 
High in Salvation and che Climes of hliſg, 
Exempt from Pea: Ja Hude theewharreward 


Awaits the good, the geſt what 77 7 
Which now direct ze and Id. 


He look d, and law,t 
The brazen Throat of Warr had WW 0 oer, 


al 


Brear _ 
$, and Spps of nds, 


Ty, 


+ tf 


and Plagyes af men. . 


lace of — — | 
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All now was curn'd to jolſuie and 1 
To luxyrie and rien, fealt and danke 
Marrying or proſtii ning, as befell, 

Rape ↄ Ndulterie, where paſſing Are. * 1 
Allerd chem z thenec from 0 to il. Broites. 7 20 
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4 Thir order: laſt the Sire, 
With thir four Wires; 
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* 
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ba r them came, 
great diflike declar'd; 
An teſtif d 154 agar r wayes; hee oft 
quented thir Aſſemblies, whereſo met, 
riumphs or Feſtivals, and to them . 
Converiion and Repentance, as to Souls 9 
In Priſon under F nes iminent ; 3s 
But all in vain : which when he ſaw, he esd. 
Contending/and remov d his Tents farr off; 
Then from the Mountain hewing Timber tall 
Began to build à Veſſel of huge bulk, 
Meaſur d by Cubit, length, and breadth, and ih; 


| Smeard round with Pitch, and in the (ide a dare 


Contriv'd, and of proviſions laid in large 
For Man and : when1oea wonder I fringe | 

Of every Beaſt, and Bird; and Inſect ſmall 

Came ſeavens, and/pairs; und enterd in, as caught 
his three Sons 

de faſt rhe dore. 
Meanwhile the: Sourhwind roſe, and with black wings 
Wide hovering, all the Clouds together drove 
From under Heav'n; the Hille to their ſupplie 
Vapour, and Exhalation dusk and moiſt, 

Sent up amain ; and now:the'thick'nd Skie 

Like a dark Ceeling ſtood; down'ruſh'd the Rain 
Impetuous, and continud till the Earth 

No more was ſeen; the floating Veſſel ſwum 


Upliſted; and ſecure with beaked prow 


Rode tiltidg ore the Waves, all dwellings elſe 


Flood overwhelmd; and them with all r N 
Deep under waterirould ; Sea cover d 


Sea without ſhoar; and in thir Palaces 
| Where lururie late reign'd, Se-monſters 2 * 
, * Mankind, ſo numerous late, 


All left, in one ſmall bottom ſwum imbark't. | 
Ho didſt thou [grieve then, Adam, to'bebold 

The end of all thy Ofsprings end fo ſad, © 

Depopulatjon; thee another Flond, 


Of tears and ſorrow a Floud thee alfo drown'd, ? 1 


And ſunk thee as thy: Sons ; till gently reard 
By th' Angel, onthy feet thou ſtoodſt at laſt, 
Thou H comfort leſi, as when a Father mourns 
His Childten, all in view deſtroyd at once; 
And ſcarce to th Angel utterdſt thus thy plaint. 
O Viſions ill foreſeen! better had I 

Liv d ignorant of future, ſo had borne f 

My part of evil onely, each dayes lot Wo 

Anough to beare ; thoſe now, that were diſpenſt 

The:burd'n of many Ages; on me light | 

At once, by my ſoreknowledge gaining Birth 0 

Abortive, to torment me ere thir being, 9 

With thought that they muſt be. Let no man ſeek 

Henceforth to he foretold what ſhall befall 
Him ot bis Childern, evil he may be Jure, 

hich neither bis foreknowing can prevent, 

And hee the future evitſhall no less 

In apprehenſion then in ſubſtance feel * 

Grieyous to bear: but that care now is paſt, 

Man is not whom to warne: thoſe few eſcapt 

Famin and anguiſh will at laſt confume _ 

Wandring that watrie Deſert : 1 had hope 

When violence was ceas t, and Warr on Earth, 

All wonld have then gon well, peace would have 
Vith length of happy dayes the race of man; (crown 
But T was farr deceav d; for now iſee 
Peace to corrupt no leſs: then Warr to waſte, 
Hoy comes it thus ? unfould, Celeſliat Guide, 
And Whęerher here the Race of man will end! 


8 
[ A * £% 


303 Paradiſe Loſt. Book xx. | 


Y 
* — 
4 q 6 
>» — — * 
N 


10 


* Pay — 
. 
P JJ x >. as © >. a 


J 


A 
T 
\ 
8 
\ 
8 
j 
« 
1 
P 
( 
4 


| Book XI. Paradiſe Loft: ' 359 
ro whom thus Michael. Thoſe whom laſt thou ſawſt 
In Triumph and luxarious' wealth, are they * 
Firſt ſeen in acts of proweſs eminent | 
And great exploits, = of true vertu void; * 
wo havingſpilt much blood, and don much waſte. 

Subduing Nations, andachievd thereby 4 

Fame in the World, bigh ticles, and rich prey, 

Shall change thir courſe to pleaſure, caſe, and oth, 
Surfer, and Iuft, till wantonneſs and pride 

Raiſe out of friendſhip hoſtil deeds in Peace, 

The conquerd alfd, and enſlav'd by Warr 

Shall with thir freedom loſt all vertu looſe 

And fear of God, from whom thir pietie feign'd 

In ſharp conteſt of Battel found no aide 

Againiſt invaders; therefore coold inz-ale 
Thenceforth ſhall practice how to live ſecure, 
Worldlie or diſſolute, on what thir Lords 
Shall leave them to enjoy; for th Earth ſhall bear 
More then anough, that temperance may be tri d: 

So all ſhall turn degenerate. all deprav d, 
Juſtice and Temperance, Truth and Faith forgot; 
One Man except, the onely Son of light : 
In a dark Age, againſt example good, 
Againſt allurement, cuſtom, and a World * 
Offended; fearleſs of reproach and ſcorn, 
Or violence, hee of thir wicked wayes 
Shall them admoniſh, and before them ſet 


« 
* 
* 


A World devote to univerſal rack. 

No ſooner hee with them of Man and Beaſt 
Select for life ſhall in the Ack be lodg d. 
And ſhelterd round, but all the Cataracts 

Of Heav n ſet open, on the Earth ſhall powre 


Raine day and night, all fountains of the Deep +1 


Broke up, ſhall heave the Ocean to uſurp 
Beyond all bounds, till inundation riſe 
Above thehigheſt Hills; then ſhall this Mount 
Of Paradiſe by might of Waves be mooyd 
Out of his place, puſbd by the horned floud, 
With all his yerdure ſp I'd and Trees adrift ' 
Down the great River to the op ning Gulf, 
And there take root an Iland ſalt and bare, 
The haunt of Seales and Orcs, and Sea-mews clang. 
To teach thee that God attributes to place 
No ſanctitie, if none be.thither brought 
By Men who there frequent, ox therein dwell. 
And now what further ſhall enſue, behold. 

He lookd, and ſaw the Ark hull on the floud, 
Which now abated 1 the Clouds were fled, 


Drivn by a keen Noxth-winde, that blowing drie 

Wrinkl'd the face of Deluge, asdecai'd ; 

And the'cleer Sun on hls wide watrie Glaſs 

Gaz d hot, and of the freſh Wave largely drew, 

As after thirſt; which made thir flowing ſhrink 

From ſtanding lake to tripping ebbe, that ſtole | 

With ſoft foot towards the deep, who now had ſtopt 

His Sluces, as the Heay'n bis windows ſhut. 

The Ark no more now flotes, but ſeems on ground 
Faſt on the top of ſom high mountain fixt. F 

And now the tops of Hills as Rocks appeer; 

With clamor thence the rapid Currents drive 

Towards the retreating Sea thir furious tyde. 


. 
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Forth- 
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| Forthwith from out the Arle u Raven flies; 11 


And after him, the ſurer meſſenger, 2 d 


IA Dove ſent forth once and agen to ſpie 
reen Tree or ground whereon his foot may ney ip 5 
The ſecond te tetur ning, in his Bil! e 
At Olive teafe be brings, pacific ſignne: 
Anon drieigebund appeers, and from his arte J 
The ancient d defcrnds wi al bis Tran; 
Then with upliſted hands, and eyes devou, 
Grateful co Heaw n, over his head beholds' 1 
A dewie Cloud, and in the Cloud a Bow '- 
7 with three led colours/gay; 
—— peate from God; and Covnant ew, 
Whereat the heart of Adam erſt ſo ſad 
Greatly rejoyc'd, and thus his joy broke forth. 
O thou who future things canſt repreſent 
As preſent, Heav'nly inſtructer, I revive 


Lott 


At this laſt ſigbt, aſſur d that Man ſhall live 


With all the Creatures, and thir ſeed preſerve. 
Farr leſs I now lament for one whole world 
Of wicked Sons deſtroyd, then I rejoyce 
For one Man found fo perfet and fo jult, 
That God voutſafes to raiſe another Worid 
From him, and all his et to ſor 
But ſay, what mean thoſe colourd 
Diſtended as the Brow of God appeas d, 
Or ſerve they as a flourie verge to binde 
The fluid skirts of chat ſame watrie Cloud, 
Leaſt it again diffolve and ſhowr the Earth ? 


Weeks in Shan: 


To whom th Archangel. Dextrouſty thou aia'lt ; 


- Sowillingly doth God remit his Ire, 

4 Though fe te repenting him of Man deprav'd, 
SGriey d at his heart, when looking do vn he ſaw 
The Whole Hari fl'd with violence, and all fleſh 
bs | py X 4 
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Corrupting each.chir way; yet thoſe remooy'd, 
Such grace ſal one juſt Man find in his ſight, 
That he relents, not to blot out mankind, . | 
And makes a Covenant never to deſtroy. | 
The Earth again by flood, nor let the Sea af 
Surpaſs his bounds, not Rain to drown the World 
With Man therein or Beaſt; but when he brings 
Over the Earth a Cloud, will thereinſet -— *. - | 
His triple- colour d Bow, whereon to look 
And call to mind his Cow nant: Day and Night, 
Seed time and Harveſt, Heat and hoary Froſt 
Shall bold chir courſe, till fire purge all things new. 
Both Neav n and Earth, wherein the juſt ſhall dwell, 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


' | The Angel Michael continues from the Flood to re- 
late what ſhall ſucceed ; then, in the mention of 
Abraham, comes by degrees to explain, who that 
Serd of the Woman ſhall be, which was 
Adam and Eve in the Fal; bis Incarnation, Death, 
Eeſurrection, and Aſcention z the ſtate of the Church 
till bis ſecond Coming. Adam greatly ſarifed and 
recomforted by theſe Relations and Promiſes de- 
ſeends the Hill with Michael; wakens Eve, who 
all this while had * but with gentle dreams 
compos'd to quietneſs of ming and ſubmiſſi on. 
Michael in either hand leads hem out 


| diſe, the. fiery Sword waving behind them, and 
| the Cherubim toking thir Stations to guard the 
Place, | 8 


As 
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SY J 
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« * Mm 


$ one who in his journey bates at Noone, 
A Though bene on d, 2 — *]Befc 
4 ( f 
Bern the warid Hes 'd and world r 0 


. Aden augh p might interpoſe; ( ſt o 
Then with tranſition ſweet new reſumes. 
Thus thou haft ſeen one World begin and end 4 - 
And Man as from a ſecond ſtock proceed. 


Mueh thou haſt yet go ſee, but 
to faile 3 object divine 


Thy r 
Muſt needs impaire and wearie human ſenſe: 
Henceforth what is to com I will relate; 

Thou therefore give due audience, and attend. 
This ſecond ſourſ of Men, while yet but few; 
And while che dread of 5dyement paſt remains 


ry hope a Ip d erp: 

ith ſome regard to what is j t 

Shalf lead thir vie, and multiplic 2 | 

Aboutin foile, and reap ping plenteous crop, 

Corn win 777 and from the herd or flock, 

1 icing Bu . 1 FT of 
offerings pour'd, and ſacr ea, gi 

8 107 unbſam d, and dwell ſo 

== ace by Families and Tribes -. For 
25 rule ; till ono ſhall riſe 

prone Itiou heart, who not content 

equalitie, fraternal ſtate, 1 


EM a Neben unde ferv d 


5 his brethren, and quite diſpoſleſs 

oncord and law of Nature from the Earth , 
Hunting (and Men not Beaſts ſhall be his game }:: 
With Warr and hoſtile ſnare ſuch as refuſe © 


NY ; 
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35 Subjection to his Empire 


\ mightie Hunter thence he ſhall be ſtyl d 
ore the Lord, as in deſpite of Heav'n, 


05 from Heavn c 8 ſecond Sovrantie; 
aud from Rebellion ſſ If derive bis name, 
5 ugh of Rebellion others he aceuſe. 


kee with a crew, whom like Ambition joyns 


1 


f Foiles out from under ground, the 
©1Of Brick, and of that ſtu they caſt to build 


wich him or r 

1 the Weſt, ſhall inde 

The Plain, wherein cha ergo arm. os 
Hell; 


bi ACitie and Towre, whoſe top may reach tojHeay'n; 


And get themſelyes a name, leaſt far dif 
| Infor Lands thir memorie be loſt 
dleſs whether good or evil fame. 
[Bur God who oft deſcends to viſit men 
A uuſcen, and through thir habitations walks 
x [To mark thir doings, them beholding ſoon, 
Comes down to ſee thir Citie, erethe Tower 
ſJobſtruct Heav 'n Towrs, and in deriſion ſets 

ſupon thir Tongues a various Spirit to raſe 
[Quite out wn Native Language, and inſtead 

To ſow a jangling noiſe o — unknown: 

{ forchwich a — 

Among the Builders; each to — 

{Not underſtood, till hoarſe, and all inrage, 

As mockt they ſtorm; great 

And looking down, to ſee the —— A 
And hear the din; thus — ff 
Nidiculous, and the work Confuſion nam 54. 
Wbereto thus Adew fatherly diſpleas d. 
ecrable Son ſo to aſpire 


hter was in Heav'n 
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Above his Brethren; to himſelf aſſuming | 
Authoritie uſurpt, from God not'pivn : 
He gave us onely over Beaſt, Fiſh, Fowl 
Dominion abſolute; that right we hold 
By his donation; but Man over men 
He made not Lord; ſuch title to himſelf 
Reſerving, human left from human free. 
But this Uſurper his encroachment proud 
Stayes not on Man; to God his'Towet intends 
Siege and defiance: Wretched man ! what food 
Will he convey up thirher to ſuſtain 
Himſelf and his raſh Armie, where thin Aire 
Above the Clouds will pine hisentrails gro(s, 
And famiſh him of Breath, if not of Bread 2 

To whom thus Michael. Juſtly thou abhorr'ſt 
That Son, who on the quiet ſtate of men 
Such trouble brought, affecting to ſubdue 
Rational Libertie ; yet know withall, 
Since thy original late, true Libertie 
Is loſt, which al way es with right Reaſon dwelſs 
Twinn d, and from her bath ao dividual being: 
Reaſon in man obſcur d, or not obeyd, 
Immediately inordinate deſires 
And upſtart Paſſions catch the Government 
From Reaſon, and to ſervitude reduce 
Man till then free. Therefore ſince hee permits 
Within himſelf unworthie Powers to reign 
Over freeReaſon, Cod in Juigement juſt 
Subjects him from without to violent Lords; 
Who oft as undeſervedly enthrall 
His outward freedom: Tyrannie muſt be, 
Though to the Tyrant thereby no excuſe. 
Vet ſomtimes Nations will decline fo lo- 
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From vertue, whith is reaſon, that no , \ G1 
But Juſtice, and ſome fatal curſe annext =y 


Thir inward loſt : ' Witneſs th irreverent Son 
| Of bim who built the Ark, who for the name 
Don to his Father, heard this heavie curſe, l 
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Deprives them of thir outward libert ie. 7 


Servant of Servants, on his vitious Race. 


Thus will this latter, Mhe former World, 


Still tend from bad to worſe, till God at laſt 02 
Wearied with their iniquities, withdraw = 


His preſence from among them, and avert 


His holy Eyes; reſolving from henceforth | 
To leave them to thir own polluted wayes; 


And one peculiar Nation to fele&- 


From all che reſt, of whom to be invok 4. 


A Nation from one faithful man to ſpring: bf 


Him on this ſide Euhrates yet reſmling. 
Bred up in Idol-worſhip, O that men 


| { Canſt thou believe?) ſh6uld be fo ſtupid grown; _ 


While yet the Patrizrkliv'd, who ſcap'd the lod,” a 


As to forſake the lioing Cod, and fall 
To — thir own work in Wood and Stone 
For Gods! yet him God the moſt High voùtſaſes 


To call by Viſion from his Fathers h 

His kindred and falſe Gods, into u Lan | 
Which he will ſnew him, and from him will raiſe 
A mightie Nation, and upon him ſnowre 


His benediction ſo, that in his Seed 
All Nations ſhall be bleſt; he ſtraight obeys, 


Not knowing to what Land, yet firm believes: 


I ſee him, dut thou canſt not, with what Faith 
He leaves his Gods, his Friends, and native Soile 
4 Or of Chaldaa, paſſirignow the Ford 


Ig] proſpect 
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To Haran, after him acumbrons Tn 4 Gr 
of Herds: + ay and . —— 1 3 
png Wealt 1 
— hood him, in a land 7% 
Cn 0091 Ne 4 wr Tents NEE: | — 
about Sechem, and t he neighbouring aine 1 
Of Moreb, there hy x promiſe he re receaves 2 


| rage d rothe en Sou 4) 4 
Thi thir names. I call, 4hopgh yet unnam d)) 
(Thingeby &y Eaſt to the great Weſtern Sea, To 
Mount bg N place behold 

them; on the ſhoare 
Mount n che double-founted ftream 
7ordan, true li ini Bana; . 
Shall dwell to 5 
This ponder, i 


Is meant thy 
Plainlier ſhall be . This Patriorch ble; A 
Whom fairhful. Abraham due time ſhall cal, 
A Son, and of his Sona Grand-childe leaves, 
Like him in faith, in wiſdom, and renown; 5 1 0 
The Grandchulge with twelve Sons inereaſt, debe 
From Canaan, to a Land hereaſter call d 11021 
Egypt, divided by ghe River Nile ; 

See where ic Hows, diſgorging at ſcaven momhes | 
Into the Sea; to ſojourn.in that Lane 

He comes invited by a yonger Son 

In time of dearth „Aa Son e worthy deeds 
Raiſe him to he the. ſecond in that Realme 

Of Pharao: thexe he dies, and leaves his Race 


unknown. 


Grow-j 


3 3 into a Nation. add now 
% [eons Age — 
7 Jo = thir over 


4, 


— - 4 


I To let bis ſojourners depart, 


5 
1 6 


* 2 blood unſhed he Rwers mu be turnd. 


* 


- | Darkneſs muſt orerſnadow/ all his bonds, 


To know thir God, or — 


And wheel on th Karth, d 
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Muſt be compelld by Signes and G 


„Lice and Flies muſt all his Palacefill 


| * loath'd intruſion, end fill all be land; © | 


His Cattel muſt of Rot and Murren de 
Botches and blaines muſt ill his fleſſi 
And all his people; Thunder mite wh fia, 
Haile mixt with hire muſt rend th 


e it rouls; 
What it devours hat, Herb, erFruir; or _ 


Adarkſom Cloud af Locuſts ſwarmi 
Muſt eat, and on the ground leave not hi 


Palpable darkneſs, aud blut om three-dayes; 
with one midaight firoke all che firſt:born - 
Of Egypt muſt lie dead. Thus with ten wounds 
The 3 nr. — 
Humbles his ſtubborn heart, but ſtill as Ice 


I More hard nd after thaw, till in his'rs 
I Porſuing whom be late dilmiſsd, the Sea 


1 Snallows him with his Hoſt, bur them lets paſs 
— 


een. 


35 


derne them ure. 


rn Sie ale 


AS 
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As on drie landibetween two chriſtal walls, 
Aw d by the rod of Moſes: fo to ſtand | 
Divided, till hm reſen d gain thir ſhoar : FO 
Tho wondrous power 5 to his Saint will lend. Y 
Though preſent in his Angel, who ſtall goe 
Before them ima Cloud, and Pillar of Fire, 
By day a Cloud; by night a Pillar of Fire, 
1 guide them in mur journeyß and remove | 
them, white — 3x mg 
ghr he will 122TH 


Al 


God lee Por ny — all his Hoſt 6 | 
And craze thirChatjigt wheels: when by command A 
Moſes once more his potent Rod extends 0 
Over the Sea; rhe Sea his Rod obeys; D 
On thir i rinks the Waves return, N08 | 
And overwhelmhir Warr : the Race tle& „ . 
Safe Sole e frota the ſhoar advance N Tl 
ugh the wilde Deſert, noꝭ the elt way. B 
Leaſt waage Calaanite allamd N f 0 
Warr terriſie them inenpett, and ftare A 
Return them back to 9 — x in 
Inglorious life e —— [A 


To noble and i | 0 
Untraind ih Arma, — — not on Se 
This alſo. ſhall they gain thir delay | 
In the wide Wilderneſs; therexbeysthalbfound '''' b 
Thir government, and thir great Senate chaoſe 85 
Through the iwelye Tribes, to rule by Laws — ſt C 
God from the Mount of Sina, whoſeigray tor Pr 

all tremble, he deſcending, will himſelf — 284 * 
In Thunder Lightning and loud Trumpets 8 

Or aine 


\ 
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VI Dtdainethem-Lawes ;| part ſuch as apperttins f 
ro civil, Juſtice, part religious Rites Eng nh. 
"Of ſacrifice, informing them, by types | 
| And ſhadows, of that deſtind Seed to deni 
re Serpent, by what means be ſhall achieve 
- | Mankinds ddliverance. But the voice of God 
go o mortal eare is dreadful; they beſeech 
That Moſes — report ta them his will, 

he grants whar they beſaug bt 


And terror ce 
Inſtructed that to God is no acceſs p 
Without Mediator, whoſe bigh Office now 
Moſes in figure beares, to introduce 
_ | One greater, of whoſe day he ſhall foretell, 
I And all the Prophets in thir Age the times 
I Of great Adeſſi ah ſhall ſing. Thus Laws and Rites 
'* | Eſtabliſht, ſuch delight hath God in Men 
"| Obedient to his will, that he voutſafes 
Among them to ſer up his Tabernacle, 
. | The holy One with mortal Men to dwell 8 

* | By his preſcript a Sanctuary is fram d 
| Of Cedar, overlaid with Gold, therein 
An Ark, and in the Ark his Teſtimony, 
I Rte Records of his Coy'nant, over theſe 
- | AMercie-ſeat of Gold between the wings 
+ | Oftwo bright Cherubim, before him burn 
+ | Seaven Lamps as in a Zodiac repreſenting 
The Heav'nly fires 5 over the Tent a Cloud 
Shall reſt by Day, a fiery gleame by Night, 
Save whenthey j journie, and at length they come, 
1 Conducted by his Angel to the Land 
© | Promisd to Abraham and his Seed: the reſt 

How long to tell, how many Battels fought, 

1 ntl Kings _—_ and Kingdoms won, 


Y 


Or 
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Or how the Sun ſhall in mid Heay'n ſtand till 
A day entire, and Nights due courſe adjourne, 

Mans voice commanding, Sun in Gibeon ſtand, 
And thou Moon in the vale of Aialon, 

Till Iſrael overcome; ſo call the third 

From Abraham, Son of Iſaac, and from him 
His whole deſcent, who thus ſhall Canaan win. 

Here Adam interpos d. O ſent from Heavn, 

Enlightfer of my darkneſs, gracious things 
Thou haſt reveald, thoſe cbiefly which concerne 
Tuſt Abraham and his Seed: now firſt I finde 
Mine eyes true op ning, and my heart much eas d, 
Erwhile perplext with thoughts what would becom 
Of mee and all Mankind; but now I fee 
His day, in whom all Nations ſhall be bleſt, 

Favour unmerited by me, who ſought 
Forbidd'n knowledge by forbidd'n means. } 
This yet I apprehend not, why to thoſe | 
Among whom God will deigne to dwell on Earth . 
So many and ſo various Laws are giy'n ; 

So many Laws argue ſo many {ins 

Among them; how can God with ſuch reſide ? 

To whom thus Michael. Doubt not but that lin 
Will reign among them, as of thee begot; | 
And therefore was Law given them to evince 
Thir natural pravitie, by ſtirring up 
Sin againſt Law to fight; that when they ſee 
Law can diſcover fin, but not remove, 

Save by thoſe ſhadowie expiations weak, 


1 
* 
. 


The bloud of Bulls and Goats, they may conclude | | 


Some bloud more precious muſt be paid for Man, | 1 


Juſt for unjuſt, that in ſuch righteoufneſs 
Fo them by Faith imputed, they may finde 


Jai] Fe 


All Prophecie, That of the Royal Stock 
of David ( ſoIname this King) ſhall riſe 
Son, the Womans Seed to thee foretold, 
| Forctold to Abraham, as in whom ſnall truſtt 
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| To filial, works of Law to works of Faith. 


| The ſecond, both for pietie renownd + 


ICs 


Juſtification towards God, and peace p 
Of Conſcience, which the Law by Ceremonies 
Cannot appeaſe, nor Man the moral part 
perform, and not performing cannot live. 

do law appears imperfer, and hut givn 

With purpoſe to refign them in fall time 

Up to a better Cov nant, diſciplin d 22 
From ſhadowie Types to Truth, from Fleſh to Spirit, 
From impolition of ſtrict Laws, to free 
Acceptance of large Grace, from ſervil fear 


Highly belov'd, being but the Miniſter 

Law, his people into Canaan lead; 
But —.— whom the Gentiles eſus call, 
His Name and Office bearing, who ſhall quell 
The adverſarie Serpent, and bring back 
Through the worlds wilderneſs Tong wanderd man 
Safe to eternal Paradiſe of reſt. | 
Meanwhile they in thir earthly Canaan plac't 
Long time ſhall dwell and proſper, but when fins 
National interrupt thir public peace, 
Provoking God to raiſe them enemies: 
From whom as oft he faves them penitent + _ 
By Judges firſt, then under Kings; of whom 


And therefore ſliall not Aoſes, though of God 


And puiſſant deeds, a promiſe ſhall receive 
Irrevocable, that his Regal Throne 
For ever ſhall endure ; the like ſhall ſing 


Y 2 All 


All Nations, andto Kings foretold, of Kings 
Ibe laſt, for of his Reign ſhall be no end. 

But firſt a long ſucceſſion mult enſue, 

And his next Son for Wealth and Wiſdom fam d. 
The clouded Ark of God till thenin Tents 
Wandring, ſhall in a glorious Temple enſhrine. 
Such follow him, as ſhall be regiſterd 

Part good, part bad , of bad the longer ſcrowle, 
Whoſe foul Idolatries, and other faults 
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Heapt to the popular ſumme, will ſo incenſe + 


God, as to leaye them, and expoſe thir Land, 
Thir Citie, his Temple, and his holy Ark 
With all his ſacred things, a ſcorn and prey 
To that proud Citie, whoſe high Walls thou ſawiſt 
Left in confuſion, Babylon thence: call d. 

There in captivitie he lets them dwell 

The ſpace of ſeventie years, then brings them back, 


4 Remembring mercie, and his Cov'nant ſworn 


To David, ſtabliſht as the dayes of Heay'n, 
Returnd from Babylon by leave of Kings, 
Thir,.Lords, whom God diſpos d, the houſe of God. 
They firſt re-edifie, and for a while 

In.mean eſtate liye moderate, till grown 

In wealth and multitude, factious they grow; 

But firſt among the Prieſts diſſenſion prings, 

Men who attend the Altar, and ſliould moſt 
Endeavour Peace : thir ſtrife pollution brings 
Upon the Temple it ſelf: at laſt they ſeiſe 

The Scepier, and regard not Davids Sons, 

Then looſe it to a ſtranger, that the true 
Anointed King Meſſi ab might be born 

Barr d of his right; yet at his Birth a Starr 
Unſeen before in Hear n proclaims him com, 


+1 


=O > 
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And guides the Eaſtern Sages, who enquire CEE 

Kis place, to offer Incenſe, Myrrh, and Gold; '. © 

His place of birth a ſolemn Angel tells 5 

- | To ſimple Shepherds, keeping watch by night; 

| They gladly thither haſte, and by. a Quire 3 

„of {quadrond Angels hear his Carol füng. 

A Virgin is his Mother, but his Sire 5 

The Power of the moſt High; he ſhall aſcend ' | 7 

The Throne hereditarie, and bound his Reign © © 

With earths wide bounds, his glory with the Heav'ns. 
He ceas d, difcerning Adam with ſuch joy ** 

Surcharg d, as had like grief bin dew d in tears; 

Without the vent of words, which theſe he breatld. 
O Prophet of glad tidings, finiſher 

Of utmoſt hope ! now clear J underſtand 

What oft my ſteddieſt thoughts have ſearcht in vain, 

Why our great expectation ſhould be call'd 

The ſeed of Woman: Virgin Mother, Haile, 

High in the love of Heav'n, yet from my Loynes 

Thou ſhalr proceed, and from thy Womb the Son 

Of God moſt High,; So God with man unites. 

Needs mult the Serpent now his capital bruiſe 

Expect with mortal paine : ſay where and when 

Thir fight, what ſtroke ſhall bruiſe the ViRors heel, 
To whom thus Michael. Dream not of thir fight, 

As of a Duel, or the local wounds | 

Of head or heel: not therefore joynes the Son 

Manhood to God- head, with more ſtrength to foil 
Thy enemie; nor ſv is overcome 

Satan, whoſe fall from Heav'n, a deadlier bruiſe, 

Diſabl d not to give thee thy deaths wound: 

Which hee, who comes thy Saviour, ſhall xecure, 
Not by deſtroying Satan, but his works 

1 Y 3 In 


In thee and in thy Seed : nor canthis be, 
But by fulfilling that which thou didſt want, 
Obedience to the Law of God, impos'd 

On penaltie of death, and 22 death, 
The penaltie to thy tranſgreſſion due, 


And due to theirs which out of thine will grow - 


So onely can high Juſtice reſt appaid. 

The Law of God exact he ſhall fulfill 

Both by obedience and by love, though love 
Alone fulfill the Law; thy puniſhment 

He ſhall endure by coming in the Fleſh 

To a reproachful life and cutſed death, 
Proclaiming Life to all who ſhall believe 

In his redemption, and that his obedience 
Imputed becomes theirs by Faith, his merits 

To ſave them, not thir own, though legal works. 
Fof this he ſhall live bated, be blaſphem d, 

Seis d on by force, judg d, and to death conderand 
A ſhameful and accurſt, naild to the Croſs 

By his own Nation, ſlaine for bringing Life; 

But to the Croſs he nailes thy Enemies, 

The Law that is againſt thee, and the fins 

Of all mankinde, with him there crucifi d, 
Never to hurt them more who rightly truſt 

In this his ſatisfaction; ſo he dies, 

But ſoon tevives, Death over him no power 

Shall long. uſurp; ere the third dawning light 
Returne, the Starres of Morn ſhall ſee him riſe 
Out of his grave, freſh as the dawning light, 
Thy ranſom paid, which Man from death redeems, 
His death for Man, as many as offerd Life 
Neglect not, and the benefit imbrace 

By Faith not void of workes: this God- like act 


T : 9 Annuls 
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Annuls thy doom, the death thou ſhould have dy d, 
In ſin for ever loſt from life; this act (37160) 
Shall bruiſe the head of Satan, cruſh bis ſtrength 
Defeating Sin and Death, his two maine armes 
And fixfarr r in his head thir ſtings 
Then temporal death ſhall bruiſe the Victors heel, 
Or theirswhom he redeems, adeath like ſleep, 

A gentle wafting to immortal Life. 

Nor after reſurrection ſhall he ſtay l 
Longer on Earth then certaine times to appeer 

To his Diſciples, Men who in his Life 

Still follow'd him; to them ſhall leave in charge 
To teach all nations what of him they learſ d 


And his Salvation, them who ſhall beleeve 
, Baptizing in the profluent ſtream, the ſigne 


Of waſhing them from guilt of ſin to Life 

Pure, and in mind prepar'd, if ſo befall, 

For death, like that which the redeemer dy'd. 
All Nations they ſhall teach; for from that day 
Not onely to the Sons of Abrahams Loines 
Salvation ſhall be Preacht, but to the Sons 


| Of Abrahams Faith wherever through the world; 


So in his ſeed all Nations ſhall be bleſt. 

Then to the Heav'n of Heav'ns he ſhall aſcend 

With victory, triumphing through the aire. 

Over his focs and thine, there ſhall ſurpriſe 

The Serpent, Prince of aire, and drag in Chaines 
Through all his Realme, and there confounded leave; 
Then enter into glory, and reſume h 


His Seat at Gods right hand, exalted high 


Above ell names in Heav'n ; and thence ſhall come, 


When this worlds diſolution ſhall be ripe, | 
With glory and power to judge both quick and dead, 
| TS ” 1 


To judge th unfaithful dead, but to rewaid. 
His faithful, and receave them into bliſss, 
Whether in Heav'n or Earth, for then the Earth 
Shall al-be Paradiſe, far happier placPgte⅛u- 
Then this of Eden, and far happier daies.!/ i: 
Sa ſpake th Archangel Michael, then paus d. 
As at the Worlds great period; and our Sire 

Replete with joy and wonder thus repli d. 

O goodneſs infinite, goodneſs immenſe! 4 
That all this good of evit ſhall produce, - 
And evil turn to good; more wonderful 
Then tat which by creation firſt brought fortłi d 
Light out of darkneſs ! full of doubt I ſtand. 1 
Whether I ſhould repent me now of {in 

By mee done and occaſiond, or rejoyce 

Much more, that much more good thereof ſhall ſpring; 
To God more glory, more good will ro Men | 
From God, and over wrauth grace ſhall abound. 

But ſay, if our deliverer up to Heav'n 
\ Muſt reaſcend, what will betide the few 

His faithful, left among th' unfaithful herd, 
The enemies of truth; who then ſhall guide 
His people, who defend? will they not deale 

Worſ with his followers then with him they dealt? 

Be ſure they will, ſaid ti Angel; but from Heav'n 
Hee to his own a Comforter will ſend, ; 
The promiſe of the Father, who ſhall dwell 
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His Spirit within them, and the Law of Faith 
Working through love, upon thir hearts ſhall write, 
To guide them in all truch, and alſo arme ; 
With ſpiritual Armour, able to reſiſt 

Satans aſſaults, and quench his fierie darts, 
Wbat man can do againſt them, not affraid, 


Though | 
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Though to the death, aginuſt loch eruelties/ 
With inward conſolations recompenc t 

And oft ſupported f as ſhall amaie Rep 
Thir proudeſt perſecutets: for tlie Spirit 


Powrd firſt on his Apoſtles, whom he ſends 2: _ 


To evangelize the Nations, then onall' / ' - © 
Baptiz'd; ſhall tbem with wondrous gifts « eudue 


To ſpeak call Tongues, and do all Miracles, 9 


As did thir Lord before them. Thus they wit 
Great ntinbers of each Nation to rethave '” | 
With joy the * de from Heay'n : at eng 
Thir Miniſtry perform'd, and tace well won 
Thir doctrine and thir ſtory writtet — 
They die; but in thir-tootn, #s they fe 
Wolves ſhall ſacceed for ere kg Ives, 
Who all the ſacred· myſteties of 
To thir owh vile advantages ſhall turne 
Of lucre and ambition, and the trutii 
With ſuperſtitions and "traditions taint, 

Left onely in thoſe written Records pure. 
Though not hut by the Spirit e 
Then ſhall they ſeck to Sil rhemſelyes of names, 
Placesand titles, and with theſe to joine 
Secular power, though feigning ſtill to act 
By ſpiritual, tothemſelyes appropriating 


The Spirit of God, promisd alike and giv'n 7 4 


To all Beleevers; and from that pretenſe, «+ 
Spiritual Lawes by carnal power ſhall force 

On every conſcience ; Laws which none ſhall finde 
Leeſt them inrould; or what the Spirit within 


dall on the heart engrave. What will they then ä 
But force the Spirit of Grace it ſelf,” and binſe 


His conſort Libertie; har, but unbuild 15. 
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His living Temples, built by Faith to ſtand, 
L. own Faith not anothers.; for on Earth 
— 7 Faith and Conlcience can be heard 
nfallible > yet many will preſame : 
Whens heavie perſecution ſhall ariſe 
On all who in the worſhip perſevere 


Of Spirit and Truth ; the reſt, farr greater part, | 


Well deb in. outward Rites and ſpecious formes 
Religion ſatisfi'd ; Truth ſhall retire 
Beſtuck with landrousdart, .and works of Faith 
N ybe found : ſo ſhall the World goe on, 
malignant, to bad men benigne, 

er wy own waight groaning till che * 
Appeer of reſpiration to the juſt, 
any vengeance to the wicked, at return 
o lately promiſs d to thy aid 
—— Womans ed, obſcurely then foretold, 
Now amplier known thy Saviour and thy Lord, 
Laſt in the Clouds from Heav'n to be reveald 
In glory of the Father, to diſſolye 
Satan with his perverted World, then raiſe 
From the conflagrant maſs, purg d and refin'd, 
Peet ns, new Earth, Ages of endleſs date 


nded in righteouſneſs and peace and love 
o bring forth fruits Joy and eternal Bliſs. 
He ended; and thus Adam laſt reply d. 

How ſoon hath thy prediction, Seer bleſt, 
Meafur'd this tranlient World, the Race of time, 
Till time ſtand fixt : beyond is all abyſs, 
Eternitie, whoſe end no eye can reach. 
Greazly inſtructed I ſhall hence depart, 
Greatly in peace of thought, and have my bill 
Ot knowledge, what this Veſſel can containe ; * 
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Beyond 


Is 
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Beyond which was my folly to aſpire. 
Henceforth Ilearne, that to obey is beſt, 
And love with fear the onely God, to walk 
As in his preſence, ever to obſerve 
His providence, and on him ſole depend, 
Mercifull over all his works, with good 
Still 22 evil, ws by mal 
Accompliſhing great things, by things deemd weak 
ting work - - Wh 


Subyerting worldly ſtrong, and wor 
By ſimply meck; that ſuffering for Truths ſake 
Is fortitude to higheſt victorie, 
And to the faithful Death the Gate of Life 
Taught this by his example whom I now 
Acknowledge my Redeemer ever bleſt. 

To whom thus alſo th Angel laſt repli'd ; 
This having learnt, thou haſt attaind the ſumme 
Of wiſdome ; hope no higher, though all the Starrs 
Thou knewſt by name, and all th ethereal Powers, 
All ſecrets of the deep, all Natures works, 
Or works of Godin Heav'n, Aire, Earth, or Sea, 
And all the riches of this World enjoydſt, 
And all the rule, ane Empire; ongly add 
Deeds to thy knowledge anſwerable, add Faith. 
Add vertue, Patience, Temperance, add Love, 
By name to come call d Charitie, the ſoul 
Of all the reſt : then wilt thou not be loath 
To leave this Paradiſe, but ſhalt poſſeſs 
A paradiſe within thee, happier farr. 


Let us deſcend now therefore from this top 


Of Speculation; for the hour preciſe 
Exacts our parting hence; and ſee the, Guards, 
By mee encampt on yonder Hill, expect 

Tir motion, at whoſe Front a flaming Sword, 


In fignal of remove, waves fiercely round; 

We may no longer ſtay : go, waken Eve; 

Her alſo I with gentle Dreams have calm'd 
Portending good, and all her ſpirits compos'd 
To meek ſubmiſſion: thou at ſeaſon fit 

Let her wich thoepatrake what tho haſt heard, 
Chiefly may concern her Faith to know, 
The greaWeiveranee by her Seed to come 
For by the Womans Seed) on all Mankind. 
That ye may live, which will be matfy dayes, 
Both in one Faith unanimous though ſad, 

With cauſe for evils paſt, yet much more cheer d 
With meditation on the happir end, _.. 

He ended, and they both deſcend the Hill; 
Deſcended; Laden to the Bowre where Eve 
Lay ſleeping ran before, bur found her wak't ; 
And thus with words not ſad ſhe him receay'd. 


Whenoe thou returnſt, and whither wentſt, I know; | 


For God is alſo inſl&p, and Dreams adviſe, 
Which ht hath ſent propitious, forme great good 
Preſaging, ſince with ſorrow and hearts diſtreſs 
Wearied I fell aſleep: but now lead on; 
In mee is no delay; with thee to goe, 

Is to ſtay here; without thee here to ſtay, 

Is to go hence unwilling; thou to mee 

Art all things under Heav'n, all places thou, 
Who for my wilful crime art baniſhr hence. 

This further conſolation yet ſecure 

Icarry hence; though all by mee is loſt, 

Such favour 1 unworthie am vôutſafr, 

By mee the Promis d Seed ſhall al} reſtore. 

o ſpake our Mother Eve, and Adam heard 
Well pleab d, but anſwer d not; for now too nigh 

8 „ | Thi Arch- 
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Th' Archangel ſtood, and from the other Hill 
To thir fixt Station, all in bright array 
The Cherubim deſcended ; onthe ground 
_ Gliding meteorous, as Ev'ning Milt 
Ris'n from a River o're the mariſh glides, 
And gathers ground faſt at the Labourers heel 
Homeward returning. High in Front advanc't, 
The brandiſht Sword of God before them blaz'd 
Fierce as a Comet; which with torrid heat, 
And vapour as the Libyan Air aduſt, 
Began to parch that temperate Clime; whereat 
In either hand the haſtning Angel caught 
Our lingring Parents, and to th Eaſtern Gate 
Led them direct, and down the Cliff as faſt 
To the ſubjected Plaine; then diſappeer d. 
They looking back, all th Eaſtern (ide beheld 
Of Paradiſe, ſo late thir happie ſeat, 
Way'd over by that flaming Brand, the Gate 
With dreadful Faces throng d and fierie Armes: 
Som natural tears they drop d, but wip d them ſoon; 
The World was all before them, where to chooſe 
- Thir place of reſt, and Providence thir guide: 
They hand in hand with wandring ſteps and ſlow, 
Through Eden took thir ſolitarie way. 


THE END. 
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